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The  follow  iug  letter  from  Judge  Penuypacker,  of  Philadelphia,  speaks  for  itself; 


No.  209  S.  0th  St.,  Phii..v.  March  23, 1889. 

My  Dear  Sir  ; 

I have  just  liaished  reading  a copy  of  your  FTistory  of  Lower  Salford,  which.  I 
recently  bought,  and  I wish  to  express  to  you  my  very  high  appreciation  of  your 
work.  I regard  it  from  the  standpoint  of  the  ann)unt  of  original  information  it 
contains  as  one  of  the  best  elforts  yet  made  for  tiie  piescrvaiivm  of  our  local  history. 
It  is  quite  evident  that  you  have  made  a conscientious  and  painstaking  investigation 
of  the  subject,  and  in  this  day  of  pretentious,  inaccurate  and  mercenary  publications, 
pretending  to  be  county  histories,  your  merit  is  deserving  of  extended  recognition. 

Very  Tiuly 

Sami>.  W.  Pennypacker. 

To  James  Y.  Heckler,  Harleysville,  Pa. 

* 


Federai.sbuug,  Caroline  Co.,  Md.,  March  7,  1889. 


James  Y.  Heckler  : 

Esteemed  friecd — 

I am  gratified  to  say  that  I receiv'ed  on  Saturday  last  a copy  of 
the  History  of  Lower  Salford  which  you  so  kindly  sent  me.  I have  gone  over  it  and 
regard  it  as  a valuable  addition  to  the  Local  History  of  the  county.  As  regards  the 
holders  of  real  estate  there,  it  is  remarkably  full  from  the  earliest  period  to  the 
present  time.  The  impre-ssion  from  the  typo  for  clearness  is  very  good  and  makes 
me  wonder  how  they  could  do  it  so  well  from  a common  printing  press,  as  for  tine 
book  work  they  have  especial  presses.  ^ * Such  works  as  yours,  for  instance 

in  your  township,  can  do  much  to  dliiuse  an  interest  in  history  and  help  to  do  av.'iv 
with  novel  reading  for -souittlilng  more  instructive.  1 am  now  years  old,  yet  1 
was  the  pioneer  hi.storian  of  Bucks  and  Mmitgomery  counties. 

In  baste,  very  respectfully, 


WlLIUA.M  J.  r>l.'(  K. 
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CORRKCTIOXS  A X AXIONS- 

Page  8.  Christopher  Dock  did  not  live  at  Henry  Cassel’s  in  Salford,  but  at 
Henry  Cassel’s  in  Skippack,  near  the  Skippaek  road,  one  mile  below 
Skippackville.  There  were  two  Henry  Cassel’s  at  that  time. 

Page  29.  Henry  Rosenberger,  a Mennonite  minister,  lived  in  the  Indian  Creek 
valley,  where  Michael  Swartley  now  lives 

Page  36.  Andrew  Campbell  was  the  constable  of  Lower  Providence  in  1810. 

Page  39.  Sarah  wife  of  Henry  Weisho  of  Tapper  Salford  was  not  a daughter 
of  George  Schwenk  as  I had  been  informed  by  a relative,  but  of 
Jacob  Schwenk  of  Upper  Providence,  and  Henry  Schwenk  was  her 
brother. 

Page  42.  Hvnry  Shisler’s  house  burnt  away  June  21,  1887,  and  a new  one 
was  built. 

Page  82.  Robert  Hill  should  be  Richard  Hill,  and  Richard  Ashton  should  be 
Robert  Ashton. 

Page  113.  Elizabeth  Hendricks,  wife  of  George  Reiff,  was  born  April  9,  1740. 

Page  122  and  126,  in  the  third  line  frim  the  bottom,  Catharine,  is  a mistake, 
and  should  be  Elizabeth  Ziegler.  She  was  the  wife  of  Abraham 
Detweiler  of  Worcester.  See  bottom  of  page  128. 

Page  138.  by  mistake  is  numbered  132. 

Page  139.  Godshalk  Godshalk  and  wife  sold  to  their  son,  Jacob,  a messuage  and 
128  acres  Ac — ‘-messuage”  was  unintentionally  omitted. 

Page.  149.  Henry  Weirman  lived  on  the  Charles  T.  Johnson  farm  and  Christian 
Weirman  on  the  late  Pannepacker  farm. 

Page  168.  Abraham  Alderfer.  See  page  3.51 . 

Page  192.  John  Clemmer’s  children  were,  Abraham,  John  and  Jacob,  Catha- 
rine, wife  of  Peter  Boorse  ; Susanna,  wife  of  Daniel  Boorse ; Margaret, 
wife  of  John  Clemens  . Edith,  wife  of  Conrad  Haritig  ; and  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Lederacb.  Peter  and  Daniel  Boorse  lived  in  Towa- 
mencin. 

Page  197.  Jacob  Clemens,  Jr.  removed  from  Gwynedd  to  the  southern  part  of 
Worcester.  He  had  two  or  three  sotis  ; one  of  them  was  John  who 
was  married  twice  ;.  one  of  his  wives  wis  .Margaret  Clemmeras  above 
stated.  He  had  four  sons  by  his  first  wife  .Margaret,  and  four  by 
the  second  who  was  Susan  Wismer.  The  first  four  sons  were  Jacob, 
John,  Daniel  and  Aaron  : the  other  four  were  .\braham,  Henry, 
Janies  and  Samuel.  Jacob  (ILmiens  their  grandfather  is  buried  at 
the  Mennonite  meeting-bouse  in  Wiircester. 

Pa(;e  198.  John  Clemens,  brother  to  the  above  Jac<)b,  died  March  2.7,  ls31, 
aged  7'->  ypar.s,  4 months  ami  27  davs  wife,  H-aimali,  iief  Cnee, 

died  .Inly  24,  LS24,  aged  61  years,  2 monrli.s  and  24  days. 

Page.  231.  by  mistake  281.  Garret  Clemens  and  his  family,  wh(i  U\ei  near 
the  Three  Tons,  are  buried  in  the  Dunk.ard  buryitig  ground  intiernian- 
town.  Thev  belonged  to  that  church. 
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present  Sexton  is  Mahlon  Seblotter  who  came  here  after  Schatz,  and 
has  lived  here  thirteen  years  already.  The  present  residence  of  the 
Sexton  was  built  by  the  church  in  1851  or  185‘i. 

PAGE  441.  Alderfer’s  and  Ziegler’s  School  houses  both  were  built  in  1841  or 
1842. 

PAGE  449.  Abraham  11,  Cassel  says  those  figures  opposite  each  name  in  the 
list  of  1760,  were  “to  designate  the  number  ot\days  that  each  man 
had  to  keep  the  pauper  according  to  his  Pro  rata  valuation. 
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ERRATA 


There  are  a Dumber  of  mistakes  in  this  book  and  very  often  only  one  letter 
in  a word  makes  the  blunder  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  errata  of  the  most 
important  mistakes  that  have  been  noticed  : 


Ta-e 

1, 

Column  2. 

Line  10, 

belonginor  read  belonged. 

0, 

••  2 

4,  .) 

abjoining  read  adjoining. 

10, 

i! 

“ 7 

read  I.  D.  Rupp. 

19, 

“ 2, 

“ 21. 

'Spire  read  'Squire, 

“ i! 

“ 11. 

emigrated 

“ 1, 

“ 20, 

“wliieh,”  is  supertluous. 

:)0, 

4 ; o 

18, 

af  read  of.  ■ 

40, 

h 

“ 11, 

as  are.  read,  as  %ve  find. 

62, 

1, 

“ 5. 

driven  read  drawn. 

81. 

1, 

“ 24, 

31ay  33.  read  23. 

• i 

120, 

“ 1, 

“ 20, 

•‘from’'  belongs  at  the  other  end  of  the  line  after  land 

120, 

“ 2 

lb. 

Mordecai. 

123. 

” 2 

“ 4, 

deseened  rtad  descended. 

137, 

“ h 

“ 19, 

put  comma  after  gave. 

138, 

;;  o 

14, 

.Jacob  Beiff  read  Reiff. 

149, 

2, 

“ 22, 

He  was  nrobably  the  ancestor. 

152, 

“ 1, 

10, 

therefore  read  therefor. 

172, 

(4  *1 

— 

in  next  to  lower  line  add  “not.’' 

178, 

2 

“ 18. 

Catharine  read  Christiana. 

. ( 

179. 

i.  4> 

- 21, 

ve  stage  read  vestige. 

4 ( 

188, 

“ 2 

“ 5, 

1864  read  1846. 

190. 

“ 1, 

•’  3, 

mortgagees. 

202, 

1. 

8. 

know  read  known. 

206, 

i-  2, 

‘ * 7, 

a large  table  contained. 

'• 

207. 

ll 

“ b. 

that  read  than. 

213, 

“ 1. 

“ 15, 

Saford  read  Salford. 

229. 

“ 2. 

“ 6. 

1817  read  1718. 

264, 

“ h 

‘‘  b. 

“in”  Copper  Salford. 

267, 

“ 1, 

2 

52  read  25. 

269, 

2 

“ 15, 

he,  read  the. 

i • 

270. 

(•  4) 

use  read  used. 

272, 

“ i'. 

8, 

up  on  his  land  to  a certain  mark. 

(i 

297, 

“ 1, 

20, 

from  that  ‘‘time”  on. 

299, 

“ 1, 

“ 20, 

years  read  acres. 

‘‘ 

311, 

1, 

4, 

Catharine  read  Chri.stiana. 

4 4 

377, 

‘ * 2 

“ 18. 

conveded  read  conveyed. 

“ 

391, 

7. 

Ziegendorf  read  Ziuzendorf. 

395, 

1, 

“ 12, 

1721  read  1821. 

“ 

403, 

•t  ‘) 

“ 19. 

1749  read  1849. 

403, 

25, 

not  Isaac,  but  Israel  Rutli. 

408. 

i k •> 

“ 9, 

read  borders,  not  boarders. 

422. 

1,’ 

3. 

the‘i'v-of  read  thmeoii. 

4:].5. 

1. 

21. 

at.ld  "them,"  among  them. 

449, 

‘‘  1, 

“ 10, 

who  reail  whom. 

455, 

1, 

“ 

then  read  than. 
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In  writniL!.-  a history  of  Har- 
leysville  we  shall  enJeaY't)r  to 
present,  at  least,  some  tacts  to 
the  public  which  haY^e  hitherto 
not  been  ,^‘eneraljy  known,  and 
if  it  be  shown  that  on  the  same 
principle  by  which  Americn 
should  liaY'c  r<‘C(‘ived  the  n'line 
ofColumIjia,  riarleysY’iile  sliould 
h:ive  been  calledl  SdiYY^enksville, 
t'The  latter  misnomer  will  be 
found  a matter  of  le-s  injustice 
tfian  the  former. 

It  is  c:eneraliy  known  tliat  tlie 
.ciomt  thoroughfare  ext(‘ndinL:- 
diroiia'h  1 larl(‘ys\'il]t'  locaU^d 
therein  IT-lo.  [n  old  maufi- 
scripts  extant  it  is  railed  the 
Maxatawny  roadi,  in  ntbers  tlu* 
Nerrli  W al».‘s  road.  At  the  time 


this  road  was  located  here  the 
the  land  on  the  s(aithwest  side 
of  it,  from  the  line  separating 
tlie  present  owners.  Joseph  M. 
Cassel  and  Henry  C.  Del[>,  ex- 
tendino-  up  the  road — thouyli 
the  road  was  not  on  the  line  at 
all  places — to  the  Sliutts’  road 
lieloYv  Henry  A.  Price’s  birn, 
helonoring  to  dolin  Tsaai*  Klein, 
whose  resideiKie  was  where 
Abraham  S.  .\lderter’s  now  is. 
It  had  lieeii  purchase<l  in  two 
tracts.  At  w'hat  date  and  of 
whom  Mr.  kkuii  purchaseil  tlie* 
tract  on  wriicli  his  resideiate  was 
wt‘  Il‘1\x‘  not  yet  becui  abf  to 
learn  : but  we  kianv  tiiat  it  was 
luJoro  the  yaair  172S.  ()n  tltC 

nr>!’thw<‘st  sid<e  boundiine  tiie 


i 
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whole  breadth  ot  the  first  tract, 
he  purchased  another  tract  con- 
taining 123.acre>  from  Derrick 
Johirson  and  Marg;iret  liis  wite  in 
1734.  This  tract  was  a regnlar 
paralelogram,  112  perches  wide 
by  12G  perches  long,  extending 
down  to  the  present  school  iiouse 
lot  in  the  village.  This  gives 
us  some  idea  how  far  down  the 
thousand-acre  tract  of  Derrick 
Johnson  extended.  Christian 
Meyers  and  ILias  Meyers,  on 
the  northeast  side  of  the  great 
road,  had  also  purchased  from 
him. 

As  the  greater  part  of  Har- 
leysvilie  is  built  on  the  north- 
east side  of  the  road  we  will 
tm-n  over  U)  that  side  and  see 
how  things  were  carried  on  there 
for  a while.  Hei’e  we  find  that 
on  the  23d  day  of  November, 
1728,  Iieiiry  Pannepacker.  of 
Skepeck'',  ,-md  Eve.  his  wife, 
conveyed  to  (.’hristian  Srauffei', 
oi  bolford,  a traiU  of  land  con- 

■ In  I'M  i.-  -.vrit- 

Trii  jSk'givL-k,  .;n<{  in  Ecrnma  ir  v.';i<  wrir- 
t-'i’  oa.'.'aa- v:  v/.i-  flr^twrinou 


taining  150  acres  and  154 
perches,  extending  on  the  south- 
east exactly  as  far  down  as  Mr 
Kleiifs  land,  or  as  far  as  the 
line  between  Joseph  M._  Cassel 
and  Henry  (J,  Delp,  and  up  the 
said  road  northwest,  to  a point 
at  present  unknown.  He  held 
possessionof  this  farm  something 
over  six  years.  ‘'And  the  said 
Christian  Stauffer  being  owner 
of  the  premises,  and  having 
erected  a message  wi^h  other 
buildings  and  made  a plantation 
thereon,  made  his  will  and  tes- 
tament in  writing  rlated  Febru- 
ary 20,  1735,  and  therin  nomi- 
nated his  loving  aaid  trusty 
neighbors,  Christian  Allebach 
and  Christian  Myers,  Jr.,  to  be 
the  executors  oi'  his  will,  direct- 
ing them  to  sell  all  his  pro[>ert\', 
and  shortly  after  making  his 
will  the  tesiator  died."  His 
will  was  [)rob:iied  July  1 2. 17f>5. 
'rii'-  witnesses  were  An<irew 
Sw.irtz  and  J<icob  F.m.k.  I'lu.* 
names  of  the  childien  wei’tt  tir<r, 
a daiigiiter.  .\nn:ii(M.*  , next,  tlie 
.-oils,  Mathias,  ('hristian,  Hm^ 
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U Irirli,  Petur,  Jiieoh  and  another 
(laughter,  Barbara,  a <ou  Henry 
and  a dauyhtei*  Eliza heth.  The 
latter  was  only  four  years  and 
a lialf  old  when  tlie  will  was 
made. 

About  tile  time  of  said  Chris- 
tian Stauifer’s  demise  there  was 
another  Christian  Staulfer,  who 
})iirehased  118  acres  of  land  in 
the  lower  end  of  the  township), 
where  I.  D.  Alderfer  now  lives, 
which  was  held  in  the  fiuiily 
until  about  the  year  1850. 
The  latter  Christian  Stauffer 
dded  in  1781,  and  his  two  sons, 
Ahithias  and  John  l'lri(di  were 
the  ex<‘Cutoi's  of’  his  will.  Wa 
here  hud  a sirailiarity  in  the 
u-imes  of  tile  children  of  the  two 
lamilies.  Thei'e  was  also  an- 
other Chi'istiau  Stauller  in  the 
towushij)  who  purchased  ti  tract 
o[’  lansl  from  Heiir\'  Rutli  in 
[747.  This  was  [irobablv^  the 
sou  oi  tile  llrst  named  rhristiaii 
Staidler,  die(’ea<*‘d.  We  would 
not  kno\r  that  the  lauter  tw(» 
Were  not  both  oiu*  and  thes'iiue 
man  it'  it  w«.u'e  not  for  the  « lif- 


erent mimes  of  their  wives. 

Stauffer  is  a (dennaii  name 
and  doubtless  had  as  yood  a 
(kdinition  in  thn  district  where 
it  originated  as  Taylor  and 
Mason  have  in  the  English.  \Ye 
find,  horvever.  that  the  name  has 
fieeu  varitiusly  written  by  Penn- 
sylvanians, as  Sfautfer,  Stauver 
and  laterly  Stover.  From  what 
has  been  said  it  will  lie  seen  tiiat 
the  first  buildings  erected  on  tlu‘ 
Binder  farm  at  Harleysville 
were  put  up  there  liy  Christian 
Stauffer,  [iroliably  about  the  year 
1720,  and  the  first  owner  was 
Henry  Pannepaeiter,  the  ances- 
tor of  the  wideU'  extended  Pen- 
nepacker  family. 

It  appeal’s  that  the  executors 
of  Cliilstian  Staulfer’s  will,  by 
force  and  viigue  thereof,  acte«l 
as  such  func.tionaries  before  the 
will  was  probated  : thouahsuch 
acrion  would  not  stand  now.  it 
had  no  evil  result  then.  Feu* 
we  hud  thiit  in  less  than  four 
weeks  after  the  will  was  made, 
on  March'  .22d,  1755,  those  two 
ext'ciitors.  (‘Iiristian  Aluhaicii 
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;ui(l  F'hrh<tiaii  Mwi'.''.  -Ir.,  cnn- 
veycd  the  said  tract  oF  land 
contaiuini::  InO  acres  and  154 
|»erclies.  to  John  Phili[)  Puehni, 
or\VhU[>ain  : Ch-d)riel  Shuler,  o.t 
Salidrd,  and  ririch  Ste|then, 
wliose  1‘esiflence  is  not  given. 
The  will  was  pnjveii  on  the  I’Jth 
of  J nly  afterward.  The  bound- 
aries are  thus  deseiahed  ; Pegin- 
ning at  a post  in  <i  line  ol‘  Hans 
Mv(‘r's  land:' thence  extending 
s<jiitheast  by  ( Jans  Obliker's 
land  Jiinety  ptn’ches  to  a post  : 
tluni(‘e  by  \ acant  land  and  land 
(jf  (5>nrad  (,’uster  southwest  150 
[)erclies  to  a hickory  .sa[)ling  at 
a corner  of  said  Custer’s  land  ; 
then<‘e  southeast  thirty-.seven 
perches  to  a corner  post  of  John 
Janson’s  land;  thence  by  the 
same  soutlnvest  ninety-eight 
pm'ches  to  a post  at  a corner  of 
John  Isaac  Kh'in’s  land  : tlumcc* 
by  the  .siiine  northwe-st  157 
[)ci\dies  to  a post  at  a <*orner  of 
(Ians  M\'ei’'s  land:  lliciaa*  by 

i:h{'  r^anie  northeast  5’J<s  perches 
to  th(‘  [Jace  ot*  beginning 

It  will  thu"  be  ><*eil  lie  '<aiie 
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of  their  neighbors  wei  e at  that 
time,  though  it  is  more  tlian 
probable  that  the  boundaries 
w'ere  oidy  C(j])i<^*d  from  the  d(‘ed 
which  Christian  Stantfer  re- 
cei\'ed  from  Heiiiy  [Vmu'packer 
and  Kve,  his  wife,  because  we 
know  foi-  a,  certainty  that  the 
place  owned  by  Conrad  ( 'nster 
was  the  rv'sideiice  <4*  Christian 
Croll  at  the  time  w hen  th(.j.-e  tu'o 
executors  made  their  convey- 
aiu'e.  Mr.  Croll  did  not  own 
that  [)lacc‘  many  years  l)cfo]-e  he 
sold  it  to  JaciJ.  Knipp.  whose 
descendants  still  live  there. 

Aft(‘r  the  al()r(‘said  trio-party 
had  owned  tin*  })reiinses  oV('r 
seven  yeai*s  Cabriel  Shnh'r  and 
ririch  Stephei].  on  the  l-'hh  dav 
of  Jnly,  17 15,  sold  out  tladi 
two-third  int(*rc‘st  therein  to 
tlu'ir  third  })artner, 

juiix  iMitac  l■.n:llM. 

W’e  find  in  tlu‘  hi>tor\‘  of 
Wdiiipain  that  the  laitiw  ou  n<  .1 
15(1  ;;crcs  in  Ski['pack.  and.  ihi'- 
was  I m< ioid itedly  tlu*  tract,  tor 
tlaai  all  tlu*  **onntry  <li’ain(‘d  ly 
Miat  ,'>trc;iin  wa.s  known  by  that 
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11.1  mo. 

\\"o  nro  nut  yet  giving  uiir 
run  lorsa  liistorv  of  Ilarlovsviilo. 
Imt  only  of  the  Binder  farm,  on 
wiiioh  a laige  poi*tion  of  said 
village  is  built.  It  lurther  a[)- 
j»ears  that  the  s.aid  (diristian 
v'^taiilfer  iiad  a})plied  to  the 
projiei'  offkdals  for  a eonfinna- 
tory  patent  foi*  his  land,  tiiat 
one  had  been  written  dated 
{ )v‘(‘.einber  d’dd,  17d4,  but  on  ac- 
ronnt  of  his  early  demise,  soon 
afterward,  it  was  witidield.  and 
alhu-ward,  by  ills  e-x-execmtors 
.as  witnesses,  corroborated  and 
onuhrnr.Ml  to  Mr.  Bcehin  l)cfon‘ 
Beoi*ge  r>ooue.  Ks([.,  on  the  hth 
day  of  Ajiril,  I 74d. 

For  the  sake  of  those  of  our 
ri'adm's  who  may  not  know 
what  a patont  w'as  or  is.  we 
will  say,  it  was  a deed  or 
’‘on^'eyan(‘e  issuing  from  th(^ 
patentees.  \\  illiain  Ikmn, 
and  al'ter  him.  .Inhu  Penn, 
1 homas  Penn  and  iiiidiard. 
P‘*nn.  wliidi  wa-'  grant«‘d  by 
die  aonu'iiimmt  oliici.als  to  the 
pni'e|i;i>er  o{  the  lain!,  and  that 


nAitij:v-rn.up  a 

lu^  good  d<^e,'l  coidd  be'  gl\'en  t0!‘ 
any  land  which  was  not.  at  some 
time,  covered  by  a patent. 

On  the  samealay,  April  0th, 
174d,  John  Pliili})  Beehin- and 
Anna  Maria,  his  wife,  camveyed 
TOO  acres  of  his  land  to  Henry 
Meyer,  for  £100  ; the  afore- 
mentioned (diristian  Allebach 
and  ( 'hristian  Myer  serwdng  as 
witnesses.  Tins  lOO  acre  tiaiet 
w.is  a regular  [.aralelograrn, 
liaving  seventy  perches  and 
three'  feet  front  on  tlie  great 
road,  and  a <lepth  of  'J2S 
pen'hes.  or  nearly  thi*ce-h)urths 
of  a mile,  e*xtending  buck  nearly 
to  the  line  of  Franconia.  How 
it  came*  that,  in  those  days  when 
ovi'r-measuia'  in  land  was  gen- 
('rally  given,  in  this  case'  it  did 
not  hold  nut  is  hard  to  account 
for  : for  we  find  that  tlu'  n'- 
mainder  ot  Mv.  Biehm’s  tract 
did  not  contain  inoi-e  than  1‘orty- 
niiu'  acres  and  12b  'pei’chcs. 
P'-ople  made'  inista.k('>  fheii.  loo. 
and  we're  as  1‘allible  a.-  tlu'y  ar*- 
now.  He)W('\'ei',  on  tlu'  2Sfh 
d;i  ol‘  1 t(M'('nib(‘r,  I 7 lo.  .Mr. 
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Ba>‘hm  and  his  vrile  cciiivnjt'd 
the  remainin^u'  tdrty-nine  acres 
and  1 1^6  perclies  of  land  to 
Henry  Deenig,  This  is  the 
tract,  which,  with  other  lands 
since  added  thereto,  is  now 
owned  l)y  Frank  Nice. 

For  the  sake  of  those  who  do 
not  know  who  this  John  Philip 
Budiin  was,  we  vriil  yet  add 
that  lie  was  a minister  of  the 
_i;'ospel,  and  was  the  founder  of 
Boehm’s  church  in  ^Miitpaiii 
township,  near  Blue  Bell.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  1720. 
Tliough  he  was  no  regular  min- 
ister at  that  time,  yet  he  found 
it  necessary  to  preach  and  to 
estahlish  churches,  which  he  did 
in  the  German  Reformed  faith. 

Considering  that  Mr.  Bcehm 
owned  land  here  and  was  ac- 
<[uainted  with  the  people  around 
here,  iiow  very  [irohahie  de.es  it 
ap[)car  that  he  alsoy.reached  for 
the  people  of  his  denomination 
in  this  \'icinity  if  even  we  have 
no  I’ccord  of  it.  He  die<l  in 
17R). 

In  1715  } fans  M v'i‘1- v,M:s  <l(aid 


and  Ihmry  Myer,  who  had  pur- 
chased those  100  acres  ahpaning, 
• was  pi'obabiy  his  son,  for  he 
then  owned  lifty-four  acres 
along  the  northwest  side  of  his 
recently  })urcliased  100  acre 
tract,  making  altogether  151 
acres.  But  he  ajipears  to  liave 
been  of  an  uneasy  dis[)osition 
and  peiliaps  rather  too  light  in 
the  wing  to  hold  it,  because  he 
had  Gabidel  Shuler  associated  in 
his  contract. 

Accordingly  we  find  tlmt 
Henry  Myer  and  Flizabeth,  his 
wife,  and  Gabriel  Shuler  on  the 
2od  day  of  August  following 
(conveyed  lOl  acres  ot  land  to 
Nicholas  Oblinger.  This  was 
the  same  premises  and  100  acres 
which  he  had  purchased  eight 
months  [)reviously,  and  one  acre 
of  liis  other  land.  Four  months 
afteiavardi,  on  December  2-lth 
17-15,  Mr.  Myer  and  his  wif* 
conveve  1 the  I'cmaining  lifty- 
tlirce  acres  to  tin*  a'oi‘o>,aid 
Nicholas  Oblinger.  But  Ic'  ;>p- 
pears  to  haw*  been  chai'ac'c! 
ti^'  of  uneasiness,  and  c.on^e- 
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({iKMitiv  ii<.‘  and  ids  wile,  Eliza- 
!)('tli,  after  owning  it  -ix  years, 
on  the  drd  day  ot  A})rii,  1751, 
c.onveyed  the  same  151  aeres  ef 
land  to  Adol[)h  Pennepaeker,  la' 
idnierielv.  lie  was  a son  of 
Henry  Pennepaeker  and  Eve, 
his  wif(%  whose  name  is  reeited 
as  the  first  owner  of  thi>  tract. 

THE  FIRST  EOT. 

It  was  about  this  period,  or 
[ierha|)s  earlier,  that  a lot  oi  two 
aci’es  and  ei^hty-two  perches, 
wherc‘  Dr.  Ileinliart  Keeler  now' 
liV(‘s.  was  (’lit  out  of  tlie  we^^t 
'“orner  of  the  tract.  It  Avill 
[v'rliaps  remain  a secret  wlio 
was  the  hrst  owu'W  of  the  said 
lot.  We  rind,  however,  that 
Samuel  Morris.  Es([.,  High 
Sheriff  fo]‘  tiie  city  cmd  count}' 
<tf  Phila(h‘l[)hia,  by  virtue  and 
m pursuance  of  a writ  of  vaidi- 
fioni  pxponns  is.sned  bv  ilic  court 
'd  E(unmon  PKas,  .Se]>tember 
-5  1 T5'i.  a fter  djjt*  n* ciee.  sold 
di'‘  ■•»loi-(‘S{dd  lot  witli  napr’o^'e- 
a ■ (It < ther' M )i  1 to  (iai')ri<*l  >hiilei'. 
J his  lious(‘  a.nd  lot  ma\'  t-iere- 
'"1“  be  consi*]-!-.**!  IS  tia  first 


house  and  lot  in  Harle}'sville. 

The  [)robabilitv  is  that  5Ir. 
Shuler  had  an  interest  in  this 
lot  or  else  bought  it  becau>e  it 
was  cliea]),  and  therefore  sold  it 
iigain  at  the  first  op[)ortunity . 
Consequently  iit  about  five  and 
a half  years,  March  1st,  1«5S. 
Gabidel  Shuler  aral  his  wife, 
Catharine,  sold  the  said  lot  con- 
taining twoatues  aiidi  eight v-twt> 
perches  of  hind,  with  improve- 
ments thereon,  to  the  following 
company  of  twenty-seven  men, 
namely  : Pudolph  Harley,  lsa;\c 
]\ lein,Xicho[as  Sch wen R , Martin 
Shawecker,  Jiicop  Kinipn,  Peter 
Freedi,  Niidiohis  Johnson,  Jt)hn 
Johnson,  Daniel  Price,  Freder- 
ick Alderler,  C’hristiaii  Jloyer, 
Jr.,  Hans  [drich  Stauller,  Jaiaib 
Clemens,  Abraham  Clemens. 
A illiam  tshiiier.  (reorge  Del[>, 
Jacob  Detw(*iler,  Henry  Posen- 
berger,  Cln’is.dan  Funk,  J<icc,b 
Hockinau,  Jacob  Landes,  inilleir 
(.lhristi;ni  M'Ocr.  Sr..  (h.M.r^i- 
Stump.  Jacob  Landes.  Cjc(U‘gt- 
Weid  urr,  Henry  MiOvi  and 
h’r«‘d.M'icl<  WaiiibfCL  in  lev.  etc. 


' f 


> ' 


■■  VV'),i‘  yi, 

' j/  . - t,  ^ - ■ ,'v  . , f 'h  . 


'■  ■'  * ■-'■  ^ ' N'i-  ' 


I 


•C  V ■■  • t 


f 


f ^ 


« ^ i :■  %;  r,t  I 

■ 1 " ‘'V  ft  " 


•( 


I 


Till.''  lot  \V:1.'<  owneil  hy  tlir  s;iid 
coinpjmy  of  ineii  twonty-tlovo 
yoai's.  lUit  what  was  doiio 
t}ieiv,or  {()]•  what  |)Ui‘[>o.'-e  it  wa^ 
u.>od  no  ouo  at  th(.‘  jiivsent  day 
kiiow.'^  ; iior  is  their  any  inanu- 
extant  tlirowiim-  lioTt  on 
the  sul)je<.‘t.  Tabling  ditleiviit 
matters  int  > consideration  tlu' 
[)rohahdity  is  thatit  wasnsedi’or 
school  j)urj)oses  ; that  the  teach- 
'■!•  live  1 in  the  house  anil  [‘armed 
tile  lot,  and  that  a school  lionse 
had  he.m  laiilt  luair  tlitMlwclling 
h«‘(\niso  oi(|  |xm)|)!(‘  rrcDlhM-t  that 
a la rg(*  sfuip.  as  it  \ca.-  cadiMi. 
sto(<d  near  the  housm 

Ihalltho.'^e  shareholders  had 
been  Mennonitrs  ex(diisi\'oly  we 
niigiit  .-npposo  tliat  this  lot  was 
oecn[)i(sl  by  some  poor  [)rea<‘]n*r, 
bnt  as  they  weia-  not  all  mem- 
bei-s  oh  that  chnrch,  but  also 
Dimkards  and  Lutliorans,  tliii 
[ii’obabi'ity  is  that  it  was  tis<‘d 
!’or  .sthiool  p!irj)(*^<‘S  [hit  tlrui 
ii  !■'  >tranc'o  tiiat  v\f‘  ha\o  no 
•\1-  i<‘n<‘;‘  ••iliinr  \v  ay  if  n what 
put  po."f‘  it  wav  used.  I ('  tlima* 
\cas  a si'iiooj  heia  a -cas  faii::,!!t 


in  the  (lerman  hnig  aige,  ami 
the  <[uestioii  arise.^,  who  was  the 
teacher  ! It  is  possible,  hut  not 
[)!‘()hab!e,  that  it  was  Christo- 
pher l)o(‘k,  an  old  and  [)o[tuiar 
teachiu’  and  a laasident  ot  Lower 
Salhord,  wIk)  a.t  that  time  al- 
ready. or  soon  aht'r,  livefl  witli 
Ills  son-in-law,  llfuiry  (his.sel, 
mair  the  lini^  ot  IVrkiomen 
township,  about  a mile  nortli- 
laast  oh  Skip[?aekv  ille.  on  the 
[’arm  at  [iresent  ownetl  by  Niel- 
son Hergey.  That  being  at  a 
flistania*  oh  nearlv  Itiiir  mile" 
from  {(a r(i'\'s\  li  1(*  wouM  lia\c 
be<m  \ ery  ine< mxement  lor  him: 
and  the  prohahility  is  (ha.t  he 
taught  at  the  Skippaek  meeting 
lioiise,  wiiere  lie  also  liehl  lii> 
memh(‘rshi[). 

In  those  twenty-t hi'cM'  years 
ten  of  those  mmi  diiMl.  Ihit  on 
tile  bth  olh\[.rd  [T‘^1  the  s('\'en- 
teen  snr\u\()rs  of  tin*  f‘f)mpan\ 
(■“on  o'ef  I t la -."a  id  let  tf'  tloitr-’. 
M ir:  ii i -ol  L(  >Wf M-  .'^a Ifoi't  1 . U »!•  1 1 1< 
(•(m>idfU'aiioii  of  td  Mr  Aflei 
owning  it  tiircv'  years.  Ceni'gf* 
Mardn.  a ’ dwain.u  . aial  Mam  . 
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ij!8  (‘niivt‘\ed  their  lot  to 

CiitliJirove  (k'hk'r,  of  Lower  S;i'- 
foi-d,  for  the  sum  of  £L4<).  Two 
\'Cai>  hitei',  oil  May  V. dll,  lTSf». 
(hatliarine  (lehlio*  e aiiveyerl  the 
.same  to 

.UiRAilAM  KRUPI'. 

foi'  t'loO.  Tlii>s  Ahrahaai 
Kru[)p,  wa*^  a native  of  Lower 
Salfoad,  a descvrahint  ot  Jacoh 
I\rii[)p,  fi'oin  whom  all  the 
Knipps iiiTowameiicin,  HattieM 
and  Fnineonia  deseentled.  A 
nmnht‘r  ol  tin*  deseiaidants  Iroiii 
tiiat  fainiU'  sejittered  ON'or  th<’ 
(‘oimtrx  . in  the  citii'.s  and  towns, 
ran  trace  their  ancestry  hack  to 
oiKi  of  tlu*  said  tow  nships. 

,A))rahamKni[>[)  was  a teacher 
ill'  music,  and  the  author  ot‘ 
sevei*al  musical  works,  namely  ; 
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view,  tills  county,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  c[u‘  old  Lreshy  ceri;in 
church  \vlieii  lie  made  the  ex- 
[leriment.  He  w'as,  how'cver, 
unsuccessful  in  liis  aeronatic  ex- 
piMlition  from  tlie  hocstaiile  roof, 
and  instead  oi  ascending,  de- 
scended safely  to  terratirma. 
After  owning  lla*  aforesaid.  h»t 
of  two  acres  and  eighty'- two 
perches  ot’ land  six  years,  Ain  a- 
ham  Krupj)  and  his  wife.  Hliza- 
hetli,  on  the  1st  of  August,- 1 Thih 
coin'eyisl  tlie  same  to  Xi(*iioias 
S(‘liweuk.  'Idle  oririinal  name 
ot  Krupp  was  Krt'b.  as  found  in 
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{«nd)h  a 

ind 

(droh. 

Andreas 

l\rop[). 

, who  in 
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[irohabihty 

was  th< 

> ancestor 

of 

thi'  Krup[) 

fimily  i 

in  thi."  \ ic 

in- 

ity-Daniel  <h-opj>  and  (dii'istian 
Kropf  (Uiiminratcd  to  Amei  ica 
in  companv  with  .Vl('Xand<'r 
.Mack  in  tin*  Ship  .Vilen  in  ! 7'Jh. 
( ithcrs  oft!i<  ■ -auK‘  name  af-< 

I iTi  red  Hiu'  \'<*a  rs  later. 

As  it  appeal's  ill  the  Marty'r’s 
Viirroc  .•di'iou,  h\  .1 . 
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i).  IiLi[)p,  [)a,uv  1024  : wliiai  the 
Gorman  edition  wa.^  nearly  fiii- 
i.-lied  at  Kylirata.  in  1748, 
Cln4>tian  Kropf  came  there  with 
a lony  list  o!  names  of  people 
w^ho  had  been  imprisoned  at 
ilenie  in  Switzerhimd,  which 
had  been  copied  from  the  [)risen 
leeortls  by  Hans  Loersch,  while 
he  was  in  prison  for  the  testi- 
mony of  the  word  of  God,  and 
d-ited  September  2b,  1‘bGT.  A 
co])y  of  this  list  was  carefnlly 
preserved  by  Christian  Kropf 
ami  was  tlien  pnt  into  the  Gei‘- 
manediitionafter  a note  in  the  ex- 
tract of  the  fifth  letter  from 
Oi)ersiieltzen,  dated  January  d, 
1(472,  on  pa  ye  1023  oftheKny- 
hsli  edition. 

Jacob  Kriipp  (or  Krob)  was 
supervisor  in  Lovo^r  Salford 
in  1707  and  1708.  On  Marcii 
10th,  1708,  the  auditors, 

who  were  Christo[>her  l/uaken- 
siieid.  Nicholas  S(diwenk.  Jacob 
Ib'i'f.  Jr.  ail!},  (.’hri.-tian  M'..yer 
>(.;ttled  his  aecounts.  His  (ex- 
penditure.' for  kee[)m'_:  all  tile 
i‘o:rIs  in  t]u‘  aovu'liip  in  vpaii- 


for  the  yeai'  1707  were  £l0  13s. 
His  I'eceipts  by  taxation  wore 
£l0,  7>.;  but  tlien  he  paid  over 
to  his  prcflecessor  in  olfn'e, 
(Jhristian  Halteman,  £2,  14s., 
a balance  due  him,  ^vhich  made 
his  account  scjiiare.  Tho  next 
year  his  account  stood : Keceipts 
£18,  17s,,  2d  ; expense.  £'17, 
18s.,  2d.  Ilalance  in  hand  lOs. 
The  Ciuditors  Christoohor 

L 

Kriel)ie,  Nicholci.'-  Seliwenk. 
Henry  Ledrach  aial  (.’hristian 
Bery  ie . 

Jacob  Kru))j)  had  a,  son  Andrew 
who  became  the  owner  of  his 
father’s  lioniestead.  Aiiraham 
Knipp  had  a bn.alnu',  John,  who 
was  a Mennonite  preaclau'.  and 
udiose  residence  was  near 
Krupp’s  school  house  in  Towa- 
mencin. 

As  we  have  just  inentiomMl 
what  the  ex[)eu'<e  for  kiM/piny 
the  roads  in  repair  was.  we  must 
cjso  bear  ill  mind  llaE  th*'re 
\v’er<‘  on!\  rhrt'i-  ui  loui’ roads  ;•! 
liie  rnwu'hip  at  ihat  tnm*  'f.he 
fir't  one  was  the  Skiippack  aial 
Go'(‘iienh('}>['eii  road.  U'  if  was 
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then  called,  which  was  located 
there  in  172S.  The  next  the 
Maxatawn  y or  North  Wales 
road  opened  in  1735,  as  already 
mentioned  in  this  article.  The 
other  was  Morris’  road  which 
was  opened  in  1705.  It  is  on 
this  account  1 have  introduced 
this  subject  here,  because  various 
dates  of  the  opening  of  Morris’ 
road  are  extant.  Although  we 
find  this  road  mentioned  in 
manuscript  in  a return  for  a 
road  from  Isaac Klein-^to Good’s 
mill  in  1730,  as  '‘the  road  to 
vSamuel  Morris’  mill,”  and  in_ 
the  history  of  Whitpaiii  town- 
ship we  read  that  it  was  opened 
in  1741.  It  appears  hy  the 
original  petition  and  order  for 
opening  said  road,  which  is  still 
in  the  care  of  one  of  the  super- 
visors of  Lower  Salford,  that 
Morris’  road  was  opened  in 
1705.  There  Avas  some  oi)po- 
sition  to  the  road,  because  the 
(ir-t  pelitii.m  to  the  court  of 
ldiiladel[)hia  ior  the  road  wa< 
pre.M*nted  September  5th,  1703, 
and  the  onler  (or  openine,  tho 


road  was  granted  May  4th,  1705. 
All  the  bearings  and  dis- 
tances are  given,  and  the 
names  of  the  people  through 
whose  land  the  road  was  to  pass. 
The  court  granted  a review  as 
petitioned  for,  and  appointe«l 
Jacob  Umstead,  Israel  Jacobs, 
Thomas  Austin,  John  Roberts, 
miller,  John  Vanderin  and  John 
Schrack  to  do  it,  and  to  nr.ike 
.such  alterations  as  they  should 
judge  necessary,  which  they 
did“ 

We  will  noAv  return  to  the 
present  Binder  iarm,  Avhicli  was 
then  owned  by  Adolph  Penne- 
packer,  (af  Limerick,  as  already 
stated.  But  during  those  five 
years  that  he  oAvned  it  it  does 
not  seem  that  he  occu]ued  it, 
and  on  June  4th,  175G,  Avhen 
he  and  his  wile,  Agnes,nonveyed 
tlie  farm  to  Nichola-  SchAveidt, 
a blacksmith,  of  Lower  Salford, 
for  £500.  lie  .-till  repres-cut-.-d 
it  a>  151  acre-,  norwithstaii-ling 
the  lot  a hi.'li  ha  I been  (*ut  v>ut 
of  it.  As  Mr.  Schwenk  proved 
to  b“  a substanti  d resi  lent'  w!»o 


HISTOi:V  OI’  ITAULCVfTILL:-. 

ibr  in  ITbS  we  f^'id  repre- 
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owiKxl  the  hinii  iiutil  17'.‘S.  We 
will  le;ive  hi  !i  in  e;irj  of  his 
hinii  or  athi'J  aiivii  while  we  step 
over  tt)  see 

MR.  KLEtN. 

1t  is  L^iMierally  ktiowfi  i?i  tliis 
vicinity  that  ls;iac  Klein  or  John 
Isaac  Klein,  as  he  is  mostly 
nun  ‘ 1,  ke[>t  a pal)lie  hoasj  at 
his  resideiR-e  at  an  ea.rly  perio  1, 
and  that  lull  a mde  i‘a rtlan’ 
downoii  rhi*  haftie  r>r.oa‘h.u'!i(*i‘<‘ 
K.  I).  Ald  *rfrr.  Ks  j.,  iv>\v  r<‘- 
sides,  Gabriel  Shnlm*  also  ke[)t 
a public  house,  though  perhaps 
neitlun*  of  them  had  a license. 
Flow  long  Mr.  Klein  kept  a 
public  house  at  his  residence, 
where  A.  S.  Aide rier  now  lives, 
is  unknown,  but  it  is  certain 
that  he  jait  tlu‘  firs*-  buildings 
where  tin-  present  tavern  sr.-ind 
in  1 larieysN'ille  is.  ddie  tradi- 
tional story  tliat  Samuel  11  udey 
put  those  buildings  tiiere  is  in- 
correct as  will  b-e  seen  as  W(; 
jirocc'd  furrher.  Ihit  in  what 
y('ar  Mr.  Klein  !)uilt  tin-  ta\eru 
is  unknown,  but  it  is  iprobd)le 
ti.at  it  Was  alnHir  th  • \'e;ii*  17dU. 


sen:ed  as  an  ‘ Innholder.''  We 
llufl  that  he  di\ideil  his  large 
tract  of  laud  in  Lower  Salford 
into  two  tracds.  He  also  owned 
sevei*al  tracts  in  other  towushi[>s 
of  which  we  will  sj)eak  herea  !‘ter. 
The  firm  now  owue  1 by  A.  S. 
Alderfer,  incluling  tint  of 
Henry  (J.  Help,  went  into  the 
h.iuds  of  ins  son.  Gihrid  idbun; 
while  lielninseif.  uo  Inabr.  !i\«*.| 
in  file  tavern.  Ihir  iiftor 
living  tliei-e  somv*  x’eai-s  and 
growing  old  be  sold  th  ‘ tavern 
to  David  Streib,  tlien  ot  Imwer 
Salford  blit  later  of  Wdntmn  u'sh, 
tor  £-700.  The  lamveyance 
beai-s  date  December  bth,  I7b  l-. 
It  is  described  as  --a  plantation 
anci  two  tracts  of  Ian  1."  'The 
one  rra<d  enur, •lining  rwent\'- 
tlirei*  am'es  ail,!  1 -Ju  perelics,  t!e'‘ 
otliiu'  (‘igbty-one  acres  an  I I'orty 
[leridies,  a Ijoining  each  otb.jr, 
tak<m  togetliei'  mile  lOd  aci’  vs 
\{  is  mentioned  ill  till"*  comm. me- 
mmit  ol‘  this  aiaiele  that  Mr. 
Kf'in  li  ' I pnreliased  his  Ian  I in 
two  along  the  gr<‘ar  roa  i ; 


HTr’TOuV  ni'  H 

an  1 now  these  eighty -on?  aeres 
anh  tortv  |:erches  were  the 
iireater  part  of  the  upper 
+ rnct  which  contained  12o 
acres.  Those  eighty-one  and 
one-foLirifi  acres  are  now  eon- 
t lined  in  tlie  Moyei-  an.d  Over- 
holtzer  farms.  At  s )ine  time 
during  th a.'^e  four  years  that  Mr. 
Streii)  owned  thi<  land  he  sold 
olT  ahoiit  llfry-one  a-n-es  to 
<'!iristi:m  Mover,  wliirli  is  now' 
eontamt'd  in  0\ crhoir/er' s farm. 
Tlie  line  higween  Henry  th  i)el[) 
and  Ahrah  im  S.  Alderfer  on 
the  one  side  aiid  the  tavern  lot 
on  the  ot’ner,  was  exacth  the 
same  in  17d4  and  17G8  as  it  is 
now.  It  went  , aronnd  that 
sjiring;  tlimi  alrea  ly  by  tla^  same 
h ‘ai'ings  and  distanc(‘s  as  now, 
hiir  the  <li>ranv(e  from  tla*  n>ad 
ii[t  to  the  s[)i‘lng  was  thmi  given 
as  l()rt\  pin'clies,  wlaTeas  in  tlie 
deed  gA'en  hy  Andrew  (hamp- 
hidl  to  Samuel  Harley  in  17do. 
ari(]  in  all  d(‘eds  civen  sin<‘<'.  the 
>ain(‘  distanci'  is  i'ort\-five 
[)er(‘h(‘s.  The  otliei'  di''tanc(‘s, 
as  gi\'(‘n  in  tlu*  latter  d«'ed.  ai'e 


AdLnVsMTjj;.  , la 

also  longer,  and  the  tract  instead 
of  (*ontaininc'  twenty-three  acres 
and  lliO  [lerches,  then  contained 
fhiidy-two  acres  aaid  sixty-seven 
pervdies.  The  number  of  acres 
according  to  the  distances  given 
in  both  <leeds  is  right  in  each 
one.  The  starting  point  of  the 
survey  in  both  tracts  w'as  upon 
the  present  school  house  lot,  in 
the  line  wdiieh  divi(h*s  the  said 
lot  from  John  Mox'cr’s  fman. 
Thn-^,  beginniim  at  a mai-ked 
wlute  oak  in  a line  of  (h*orgo 
Help’s  land  ; theii(‘e  by  the 
same  and  land  of  Nicholas 
Schwenk  so  ithe.ist  sixty-li\'e 
perches  to  a stone,  a corner  of 
Habriel  IvU'in’s  land  : theiuo'  by 
sani'e  s'onth  fdty-three  degrees 
W(‘st  fo)-fy  |uM‘c’ies  to  a stone  i 
t!i(ni(‘e  nortliNvo.'^t  threi*  and  one- 
hall' poiM-hrs  to  a Stoll'- — rids  is 
now  aroim  ! the  spring — th-.-nee 
southwest  one  perch  to  a st  >ne; 
thmice  south  I'our  [uo’ches  to  a. 
ston  • : rh'Mice  south  lift v-tiire.e 
degrees  we.-r  tWi'iitv-six  [lerehe- 
to  a wddte  o dc  : theiv.-e  north- 

W'est  fifr\'-ii  v<-  [)  -relies  to  a stoic  - ; 
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thence  by  said  David  Streib’s 
other  land  northeast  sixty-eie;ht 
perches  to  the  place  of  beg-inniny. 
^Yhile  in  tiie  latter  deed  fro  in 
the  place  of  ])eginning  down  the 
road  to  Gabriel  Klein’s  land,  the 
distance  of  sixty-five  perches  is 
increased  to  78,4  perches;  and 
the  distance  on  the  southwest 
side  from  a white  oak  northwest 
was  increased  from  fifty-five 
perches  to  61.8  perches  ; and 
the  distance  northeast  to  the 
place  of  beginning  was  increased 
from  sixty-eight  perches  to 
s e veil ty- fi ve  perches. 

All  these  lines  are  still  where 
they  were  first  laid,  and  stones 
were  placed  at  the  corners,  but 
it  appears  that  the  first  survey 
as  given  in  1764  was  very  in- 
correct. 

When  the  first  survey  was 
made  George  Delp  owned  the 
farm  which  is  now  owned  by 
Jacob  A.  Kulp,  ami  in  1795  it 
was  «)wne<l  Ivy  his  sr>n,  Is.iao 
Delp. 

As  can  still  be  seen  the  old 
road,  Ivefore  the  tm-npike  was 


made,  bore  coTi'^iderably  to  the 
right  alvove  Dr.  Keeler’s  house 
in  going  up,  which  cut  off  a 
narrow  strip,  of  George  Dclp’s 
land  over  to  the  present,  school 
house  lot  and  the  fields  adjoining 
up  as  far  as  the  other  road,  part 
of  which  was  purchase^.!  by  John 
Sell  about  the  year  1865,  with 
some  other  land,  and  the  lines 
Avere  laid  in  the  road  some  time 
afterward.  One  acre  and  a 
(puarter  was  purches  by  S.  II. 
Cassel  from  Dr.  F rone  fie  Id, 
April  1,  1848. 

GEO ROE  DELP. 

As  we  have  something  to  say 
about  this  George  Delp  we  may 
perhaps  as  Avell  say  it  now.  lie 
is  also  known  as  Hans  George 
Delp  and  as  John  George  Delp. 
He  emmignited  to  America  in 
1768,- a/id  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia on  the  28th  of  October  of 
tint  year.  He  is  th.e  same  man 
who  [vurchased  of ‘dcsr>er  Walter 
anti  Ids  wire.  (Jalnarim-.  116 
acres  and  ten  perchc'^  of  land  o.u 
the  Ski[){vack  in  174i),  Avhere  baj 
li\'eil  for  some  dme,  but  after- 
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wards  sold  it  to  his  >on,  John 
Delp.  He  was  perhaps  the  an- 
cestor of  all  the  Delps  in  this 
part  of  the  State.  He  had 
seven  children,  live  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namely,  Samuel, 
George,  John,  Abraham  and 
Isaac,  and  his  daughters  were 
Catharine  and  Elizabeth.  He 
made  his  will  on  December  11, 
1788,  which  was  probated 
October  12th,  1780.  'The  wit- 
nesses were  Jacob  Oberholtzer, 
Christian  Moyer  and  Abraham 
Stout.  His  executors  were  his 
two  sons,  George  and  Abi-aham, 
and  his  son-in-law,  Isaac  Dir- 
stein.  He  bequeathed  £-3  to  the 
Mennonite  meeting  to  which  he 
belonged  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 
As  there  is  no  mention  in  his 
will  of  his  wife,  it  appears  that 
.she  was  dead  when  tiie  will  was 
made,  and  he  at  tlrat  time  lived 
with  his  son.  Abraham,  in  Fi'an- 
conia  ti>wnship,  on  the  ]>remises 
now  owned  and  0(*cu|>ie<i  by 
Ja(‘of)  Frederick,  about  a mile 
and  a half  north  of  llarleysville. 
1 hat  farm  then  containing  l ib 


acres  he  bequeathed  to  his  son, 
Abraham,  and  the  farm  in  Lower 
Salford,  where  Jacob  A.  Kulp 
now  lives,  at  Harleysviile,  con- 
taining 150  acres  he  bequeathed 
to  his  son,  Isaac.  It  was  then 
bounded  by  lands  of  Jacob 
Moyer,  Nicholas  Schwenk  and 
others.  He  does  not  make 
menti{  n in  his  will  of  the  farm 
on  the  Skippack  which  he  sold 
to  his  son,  John,  and  which  is 
now  divided  into  three  tracts 
and  is  owned  and  occupied  by 
Benjamin  Ruth,  George  Heckler 
and  Isaac  Rosenberger.  This 
tract  was  a part  of  one  thousand 
acres  which  Charles  Reed,  High 
Sheriff  for  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  sold  as  the 
property  of  Joseph  Jones,  to 
Casper  Wister  and  John  John- 
son, by  a deed  bearing  date 
June  ord,  1710. 

George  Ddp,  one  ot  the  ex- 
ecutorsof  his  iatiier’s  will.  rheTi 
lived  in  Hillrown.  Ihicl:^  comity, 
and  Isaac  Dii’steiii,  also  an  t‘.\- 
ecutor  and  a sori-iu-l:nv,  lived  in 
Kodvhill,  and  Abrabain  IMp  in 
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Franconia,  as  already  stated, 
and  thev  <xave  John  I)el)'>  a deed 
dated  May  21st,  17J1 , in  whicii 
reference  is  made  to  an  agree- 
ment between  father  and  son 
showing  tiiat  he  was  charge  1 
£S2o  for  th-^  firm  on  the  Skip- 
pack,  which  nine  years  later  he 
sold  to  George  Heckler,  for 
-£lo00. 

In  regard  to  Abr.diam  Help 
a typographical  error  was  in- 
corporated into  our  late  History 
of  Montgumerv  Count  v.  where, 
in  the  history  of  Franconia 
Township, in  the  tax  list  of  17J4, 
on  page  827,  Abraham  Help  is 
called  Abraham  Dii’p.  And 
now  the  author  of  tlie  History 
of  Fi’aucoma  Township,  as  p d>- 
lished  in  the  Harleysville  A'hek- 
LV  News  instirid  i)f  correcting 
the  mistaitc.  ha<  r-o]>i(‘d  it  as 
geUiiine.  If  anyiii-no-  iji  tlu' 
world  can  l)c  ca'h‘(l  |Ha’g;'»‘!-ni. 
it  is  wdien  ou<‘ aiitlr  >r  <a)|.i. an- 
other'.''mTor-  ah]  pi."<‘.'  ihmii 
oTas  his  own  geiiuiiir  facts. 

ddi(‘re  would  be  yot  a gooil 
'leal  ti'  ]i'‘  said  aboiit  rh<‘."e 


Helps,  but  lest  we  become  tedi- 
ous, we  will  merely  mention  yet 
that  one  of  them  removed  over 
to  the  Pine  Pun,  in  Doylestown 
township,  P) ticks  eountyr  where 
they  became  English,  and  others 
since  emmigrated  to  the  west- 
ern v8ta  tes. 

.JOHN  IS.\.\C  KLEtX. 

The  name  of  John  Isaac  Klein 
appears  on  a petition  to  Gov- 
ernor Gordon  in  1728,  asking- 
tor  relief  against  what  they  had 
suffered  from  tlu*  Indians  who 
had  fillen  u[)on  tlie  b:ick  inhah- 
tants  al)out  Falkner  Swamp  and 
Goschenhop[>en.  Tliough  this 
petition  is  represent(‘d  as  coming 
from  the  inhabitants  ol‘  (h)K‘- 
brookdale,  theri‘  are  ([uite  a 
number  of  names  of  the  early 
<ettl(M*s  of  Sal  fad  and  Perkio- 
men  townships  on  it.  Mi-. 
Kl(‘in's  naiiH'  on  that  paper  is 
no  (‘\  idnnc(“  of  Ins  r<‘Sideiu‘e  ar 
thi.^  pl;i"(‘  at  that  time,  bni  wn 
bli.l  ](  m (lends  o(  ix  n diorinc 
tracts  oftla'  sana*  date,  so  that 
hr  cn|-tainly  was  IuT(‘  b(d'‘i(‘ 
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John  Isnae  Klein,  who  was 
bom  Jaimarv  10th.  1089,  died 
November  24th,  1774,  ae’ed  So 
yeans,  10  months  and  14  days. 
But  his  wife,  Sibilla,  wdio  wars 
born  June  ISth  1094,  sui’vived 
him  less  than  five  . mouths,  or 
until  April  ISth,  1775,  wdien 
she  also  died,  a^erl  80  years  and 
ten  months.  Ilis  will  was 
made  August  2od,  177o,  and 
was  probated  December  7th, 
1774.  His  w'itnes.ses  were  Peter 
8tong,  Frederick  Dickenshiel 
and  Melchoir  IVagoner.  It  ap- 
})ears  at  the  time  he  made  his 
will,  his  wife  must  have  been 
([uite  smart  yet,  or  at  least  he 
thought  she  was,  tor  after  pro- 
viding well  for  her  as  his  widow 
he  also  made  provision  for  tier 
by  wlii(4i  she  was  to  ta'cei\  e less 
!U  (*ase  she  woidd  marig  again. 
4'hcy  had  eieht  ciiihiien.  live 
•'ons  and  three'  daughti'rs,  t'a'ii* 
'voiies  w'en'dohn,  1 lenrg!*, dac< >1 

Uicluu'd,  Dnbrie!,  Aim  M.n-y 
man’ied  to  Fe'onard  .^leleilo^l^ 
Ann  .5rargaret  liianlrd  toduenb 
Uutton  and  Sibdia.  wif**  .)f.bt'!in 


Yerger. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  Henry  S.  Dotterer, 
of  Philadelphia,  for  an  abstract 
of  the  aforesaid  will,  by  wdiich 
it  appears  that  his  son,  John 
Klein,  was  twice  married,  and 
the  children  of  his  first  wnfe, 
named  Jacob,  John,  Ann  Mary 
and  Salome,  together  ^vere  to 
receive  half  of  his  ,-liare,  or  one- 
half  of  one-eighth  of  the  estate, 
and  he  was  to  receive  the  other 
half.  The  estate  \vas  divided 
into  eight  eipial  shares  ; and  his 
executors,  in  his  own  words, 
were  “My  trusty  son-in-law. 
Leonard  Medchoir,  and  my  son. 
George  Klein.”  They  togethei' 
we  re  t o r e c e i e £ 8 0 , o r $ 214. 4 4 
for  settling  his  estate.  He  also 
be<[iieathed  to  the  Diirch  Soci('ty 
in  Philadelphia,  to  the  managi'rs 
loi'  the  time  being,  the  sum  of 
£in  in  monev  lo  i»e  np[4ied  t./ 
the  usi'  ol  tlu'  p<)or  and  ne('d\ 
utk1('i  t iieir  eare.  d’o  the  Duieii 
Initla'ran  chur(“h  in  *r[>[)er 
Salford  lu‘  ga\’e  live  pounds  in 
money  for  the  ii.se*  of  said  cliur(‘h . 


i 

! 


/ 

• » 
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IS  IlISTOKY  OF  HARLEYSATLLE. 


Tliis,  of  cour.so,  was  the  old 
Gosclieiihoppen  church.  The 
'‘Dutch  Society’’  is  the  German 
society  of  Philadel})hia,  still 
in  existence,  whose  object  is  to 
care  for  the  newly  arrived 
Gerincu  immigrants. 

On  the  18th  of  Februar\^ 
ITofh  a tract  of  land  containing 
301  Cf‘res,  located  mostly  in 
Up[‘“r  Salford  township,  was 
con\  '=yed  to  John  Isaac  Klein. 
It  lai'l  on  both  sides  of  the  great 
road  which  had  been  cut  through 
it  the  [)revious  year,  and  is  now 
owufMl  and  occupied  by  Leonard 
Oelslilager,  Jonas  Harley,  Jer- 
miah  Shelly,  William  Nice  and 
othei's.  This  tract  was  origi- 
nally surveyed  to  JohnUmstead 
on  the  Gth  of  March,  1723,  by 
virtue  of  a warrant  dated  May 
2d  1710,  for  a certain  tract  of 
land  on  a branch  of  the  Perkio- 
men  cn‘ck,  and  the  bouirls  are 
thus  giv(‘u  : Peginniiig  at  a 

white  <)ak  tree  in  a iin<‘ olMaco!) 
Pri(‘e’s  laud  : tlamce  by  land 

belonging  to  (lie  society  of  Free 
'fraders  northwa-^t  270  perchos 


to  a post  at  a corner  of  Dirk 
Johnson’s  land  ; thence  by  the 
same  northeast  ISO  perches  to  a 
hickory  tree  p thence  hy  vacant 
land  southeast  270  perches  to  a 
post  ; thence  southwest  by  va- 
cant land  and  land  of  the  said 
Jacob  Price  189  perches  to  place 
of  beginning. 

In  1741,  when  the  township 
was  divided  into  Upper  and 
Lower,  a small  portion  of  this 
tract  Vvas  cut  off  into  Lower  Sal- 
ford. John  Umstead  appears 
to  have  been  an  old  man,  and 
tlierefore  transferred  this  land 
to  his  son,  Jacob  Umstead,  who, 
in  1735,  obtained  a reconhrma- 
tory  patent  for  it,  and  after- 
wards he  and  his'  wife,  Ann, 
sold  it  to  John  Isaac  Klein,  wdio 
owned  it  twenty-two  yejirs,  or 
until  March  11th,  175S,  when 
he  and  his  wife,  Sibllhi,  arantt'd 
and  confirmed  this  land  in  two 
tracts  of  I0O2  aci-es  ea(‘h  to  their 
two  sons,  Jacob  Klein  anti 
diehard  Klein.  Fatiu'r  Klein 
also  had  anotluu*  tract  oi'  forty- 
niiK'  acr«*s  anti  sixty-one  [K'lvhes 


^ Jnol'^  ligi/^ih  itw  iij»&d  biaf  li-iii!  */  luftn  %; 

f h(!iii‘  ;fA'Tte>  fl  0'iuA  x^*  WGJtfci^furo  ^ 

&*ftrtJiI‘'%fjf)  ottflaioitlS»lr!4'.fio‘xl  hsrcjurKi 
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which  he  had  bought  of  the 
Penns  December  ISth,  1733. 
This  tract  they  also  divided  at 
the  same  time  into  two  equal 
parts  of  twenty-four  acres  and 
111  perches  each,  and  transferred 
them  to  the  said  t\\m  sons, 
Jacob  and  Richard,  under  the 
same  date  as  the  other 

It  appears  also  that  they 
owned  a tract  of  190  acres  in 
Douglas  township,  which  was 
granted  to  their  daughter,  Sibilla 
wife  of  John  Yerger,  and  to  her 
children  after  her.  And  for  the 
use  of  said  land  John  Yerger 
granted  to  Isaac  Klein, of  Lower 
Salford,  and  to  his  son-in-law, 
Leonard  Melchoir,  of  Philadel- 
delphia,  on  the  Sth  of  August, 
1764,  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent 
of  £lS,  payable  quarterly  at  the 
court  terms  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia.  The  (quarterly 
payment  was  to  be  i)4,  10s, 
‘dor  and  during  the  natural  lite 
of  Sibilla,  wife  of  the  sail  John 
Yerger,  and  the  daughter  of  the 
said  Isaac  Klein.” 

It  appears  that  sonuitiung  w;is 


loose  in  the  fiimily,  for  it  was 
provided  that  if  the  said  Sibilla 
was  “living  and  cohabiting” 
with  Yerger  at  the  said  court 
terms,  he  was  to  pay  but  six 
pence  to  Klein  and  Melchoir. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Dotterer,  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  whom  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  valuable  information, 
says  : “Leonard  Melcher  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  church  of  Phila- 
delphia. He  was  a merchant 
and  for  some  time  an  inn  keeper. 
In  1745,  1751  and  1753  he  is 
descriljed  as  a shop  keeper  in 
the  city.”  He  made  his  will 
February  17,  1777,  which  was 
proven  April  17th,  1779.  He 
had  six  children,  namely,  Isaac, 
who  was  a 'spuire  ; Mary,  wife 
of  Frances  Casper  Hasenclever  ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Shall  us, 
Adam,  who  was  absent,  and  his 
whereabouts  unknown  at  that 
time, Jacob omdEsther.  His wi fe, 
Ann  Mary,  daughter  of  J.  Isaac 
Klein,  must  have  been  dead  at 
the  time  his  will  was  made, 
though  it  was  only  three  years 


iwrfca  ^sll  ,43'Wq idbi,;.  ;^JIMj8-  ,i.«) *J  5?rf f o t 
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after  her  faiher\<  death — since 
no  mention  is  made  of'  her  dn 
his  will. 

John  Dtmiel  Bouton  (lunv 
Button),  a Frenchman,  who  ar- 
rived in  the  ship  vSamue], 
August  20th,  1730,  also  a prom- 
inent mendx'r  of  the  German 
B e fo r med  church  of  Ph i la d e I ph  ia 
had  a son  Jacob  Bouton,  savs 
Mr.  Dotterer,  Perhaps  he  was 
the  man  \vdio  was  Klein’s  son- 
in-law. 

. No  doubt  Mr.  Klein  owned 
yet  one  or  more  tracts  oi  land 
which  he  transferred  to  his  two 
othersons,  John  and  George,  but 
we  have  not  investigated  this 
matter. 

We  will  now  return  to  the 
hotel  property  which  we  lett  in 
the  care  of  David  Streib,  of 
Whiteinarsh  township.  But  he 
and  his  wifc.vSusan,  after  owning 
it  four  years,  sold  it  to  Nicliolas 
Fctiw'uik.  of  Lo\v<‘r  Sallbrfi.  f 
£o(Hr  Tiicir  r(-n\  cc:!n-''-j  'orar'- 
dat(j  Decemoer  7th,  I7r;S.  It 
is  described  in  two  adjoining 
t’’acts ; rh<.‘  on-'  rontaining 


twenty- three  acres  and  120 
perches,  the  boundries  of  which 
have  already  been  given  in  the 
former  purchase,  and  the  other, 
thirty  and  three-fourth  acres, 
the  boundries  of  which  are  thus 
given : Beginning  at  a white 

oak  tree,  a corner  of  the  above 
tract — this  was  in  a line  of  the 
present  school  house  lot  and 
John  Moyer’s  land,  at  the  place 
of  beginning  of  the  fornier  tract 
— thence  by  the  same  southwest 
seventy- four  perches  to  a stone 
in  a line  of  Gabriel  Klein’s  land  ; 
thence  by  the  same  northwest 
sixty-seven  perches  to  a stone 
in  a line  of  Christian  Moyer’s 
land  ; thence l)y  the  same  north- 
east seventy-four  perches  to  a 
Spanish  oak  ; thence  by  same 
and  by  land  of  George  Del[) 
south-east  sixty-se^■en  perches 
ro  the  plac(‘  of  beginning. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
XicholCiS  Sehwenk,  ;v  (i<‘rrnan 
blacksmith.  ho  twtd\  '.‘  \'ea!V'^ 
pre\iously  had  pur«'iiaM‘d  the 
farm  mi  the  other  side  of  th»‘ 
ruad  and  now  had  [uirdiased  th-^ 
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tavern  stand  also,  \vas  last  ob- 
tain in^i;’  possessions.  AVe  have 
already  noticed  that  some  years 
later,  in  1702,  iNFr.  Schwenk 
purchased  the  lot  which  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Dr.  R. 
K.  Keeler. 

It  will  thus  l)e  seen  that  Mr. 
Schwenk,  at  one  time  or  other, 
owned'  nearly  all  the  land  on 
which  Flarleysville  has  been 
built,  that  therefore,  in  our 
humble  opinion,  the  village 
should  have  been  called 
S 3 h vren ks v i 11  e . The  upper  end 
of  the  village  is  built  on  land 
that  belonged  to  the  Delp  famiiv 
for  nearly  one  hundred  years. 
As  already  recited,  it  was  owned 
by  George  Delp,  then  by  his  son, 
Isaac,  and  lastly  by  John  Delp, 
son  of  the  latter,  until  about 

18-75. 

THH  DHUvENSHIEDS. 

seems  that  IMiv  Schwenk, 
notwithstandiug  his  timdnes^  t‘or 
s<hanps,  acfo)-({i,iii'  t(;  tradition 
had  no  desire  to  be  an  imdioaler, 
K'Ut  let  out  his  tavern  to  a tenant 
and  >old  itauain  after  owninc  it 


about  a year  and  a half.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  he  sold  the 
upper  tract,  being  it  was  in  tvro 
adjoining  tracts,  .to  Christiam 
Moyer.  It  now  belongs  to  John 
II.  Jloyer. 

He  then  had  his  hotel  tract 
carefully  surveyed,  when  it 
was  found  to  contain  thirty-two 
acres  and  sixty-seven  perches  ot 
land,  and  on  Mate  23d,  1770, 
conveyed  and  confirmed  it  to 
F rederick  Dickenshied,  of  Lower 
Salford,  innholder,  who  undoubt- 
edly already  occupied  the  prem- 
ises, for  £d00.  Since  he  is  call- 
ed ‘ ' Iniiholder  of  Lowe  r Sal  ford . ’ ' 
he  conserpiently  must  have  been 
here,  as  we  have  no  knowledge 
of  any  other  inn  in  the  toAvnshi[) 
at  that  time,  excepting  Mathias 
Stauding  whose  residence  wa< 
near  Mainland,  perhaps  kept  a 
public  house  yet  ad  that  date, 
the  ladel  at  Mainland  was  built 
by  John  King  aliout  the  year 
1780,  and  at  liist  wa>  only 
small  ami  the  accomodations 
limited. 

Frcflcrick  Dickenshied  owmsl 
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the  Harley^ville  hotel  from 
1770  until  he  died  in  March, 
1777.  He  had  a license  in  1776. 
He  is  hurried  at  the  Salford 
Mennonite  meeting  house.  A 
rude  stone  with  the  initials  F. 
D.  D.  1777  cut  into  it  marks 
his  grave.  His  widow's  name 
was  Fronica.  They  had  five 
children,  nanjely,  Susan,  John, 
Da^•id,  Jacob  a]id  Elizabeth. 
Letters  of  administration  were 
granted  to  Fronica  Dirkenshied 
and  John  IVentz,  a brother-in- 
law  to  the  deceased,  on  March 
25th,  1777.  Ill  some  way  the 
administrators  woiked  things 
<around  and  had  the  court  to  con- 
firm this  property  to  his  oldest 
son,  Jolin  Dickenshied,  who 
held  it  in  his  name  until  1790. 
Frederick  Dickenslieid  was  a son 
of  Christ()[)lier  Dickenshied, 
whose  residence  was  <[uite  near 
the  Salford  meeting  house, 
where  John  Clemmer's  now  is. 
He  also  laid  live  children, 
namely,  Dil’man,  W’illia  ! , 
Susanna,  wile  of  John  MTiu: ; 
Fi’ederick  and  \’’a;eiirine.  'fiie 


two  hist  named  sons  were  dead 
March  12,  17S7,  at  the  time 
their  fatiier  made  his  will.  His 
widow’s  name  w^is  Margaret. 

Valentine  Dickenshied  left 
three  children  whose  names 
were  Susan,  Jane  and  Mary. 

Dilrnan  Dickenshied  was  diso- 
bedient to  his  father  and  paid  the 
penalty  for  it  by  being  almost 
totally  disinherited.  He  re- 
ceived one  English  shilling  for 
his  full  share.  But  his  son, 
Christopher  Dickenshied  receiv- 
ed thirty  pounds  in  money. 
The  remainder  of  the  estate  was 
to  be  divided  into  four  equal 
shares. 

His  will  was  proven  April 
2Sth,  1788,  and  his  witnesses 
were  Henry  Scdiweitzer  and 
Gabi’iel  Shuler.  I lis  executors, 
in  liis  own  words,  were,  **my 
son-in-law,  John  \\  entz.  and  my 
trusty  friend,  John  Shulei' 
riflllsTIAX  FUNK. 

1 1 w a s d u r i ug  r i i ese  y i rs  w h ii  d i 
are  known  a-^  “the  tini(‘  that 
tried  men’s  souls,’’  that  s()ciety 
in  this  vicinitv  was  cousiderablv 
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shaken  by  the  surges  of  the 
Revolution. 

The  Mennonites,  of  whom  the 
inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the 
country  were  principally  compos- 
ed, claimed  to  be  non-resistant, 
and  were  looked  upon,  by  the 
Revolutiunary  element,  astories, 
which,  indeed,  in  ignorance, 
the  majority  of  them  were.  But 
as  they  did  not  show  any  signs 
of  hostility  to  the  government 
nor  to  the  army,  there  was  no 
trouble  in  that  respect  ; though 
they  suffered  the  loss  of  some  of 
their  best  horses,  some  c.attle 
and  some  grain  which  the  army 
was  greatly  in  need  of.  nothing- 
worthy  of  notice  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  aside  from  this,  oc- 
curred. 

But  the  different  views  enter- 
tained by  the  officials  of  the 
said  church  in  regard  to  the 
“attest,”  or  'oath  of  allegiance, 
and  the  payment  of  revenues 
demanded  !)v  the  government, 
brought  mattei’s  into  collision 
among  themselves.  It  was 
princi[)ally  on  this  acc»amt  tliat 


l>3 

Christian  Funk,  a Mennonite 
preacher,  with  a party  of  adher- 
ents were  expelled  from  their 
communion.  He  himself  says, 
“how  easily  we  might  have  gone 
through  this  war.  But  no — 
the  Congress  and  American 
government  was  rejected  as  re- 
bellious, and  the  King  acknowl- 
edged by  my  fellow  ministers, 
under  the  idea  that  Congress 
would  soon  be  overpowered. 
The  war,  however,  constantly 
increased,  and  mutual  abuse  be- 
tween those  who  were  favorable 
tv ith  Congress  and  those  inclined 
towards  the  king  manifested  it- 
self, and  discontent  was  almost 
universal.” 

Christian  Funk  was  not  an 
ignorant  man,  for  he  was  well 
read  anrt  vvxdl  ac(|uainted  with 
the  affairs  of  the  country,  and 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Ameri- 
can Congress  as  the  most  reason- 
able side  of  the  (piestion  ; for  he 
knew  the  caux's  which  brouglit 
matters  into  collision  between 
the  British  government  and  tlie 
A]!ieric!in  cohmists,  and  for  tide- 
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in«:  sides  with  (Amuress  he  was 
excomiuuiiiGated. 

The  residence  of  Mr  Funk 
was  about  two  iiiiies  north  of 
Ilarleysville,  on  the  lndi;in 
creek,  at  what  is  now  Techters 
iniil.  lie  was  a niiiler  by  trade, 
and  either  he  or  liis  fatlier  built 
the  first  mill  there. 

He  was  a son  of  Henry  Funk, 
a Mcnnonite  bishop,  who  enii- 
to  xVmerica  in  171'b  and  estab- 
lished himself  at  that  place. 

Tlie  old  traditional  st(Wj , 
which  his  son,  Christian,  ins<'rt- 
ed  into  his  -‘Mirror,’'  relating  to 
his  lather,  tlnit  when  he  .settled 
on  the  Indian  creek  he  Inal  no 
neighbors  nearer  than  five  miles, 
is  not  correct,  b( ‘cause 
there  were  numerous  settlers  in 
Lower  Salford  before  that  date. 

Henry  Fmdv  and  Dielman 
Kolb  were  appointed  by  their 
cliurch  to  su[)ervi.<e  the  transla- 
tion o(*  V‘A\\  Ih’achFs  --Martyr’^ 
Mirror/’  or  ^-Der  I)lutie(.‘  Sclnui- 
platz,”  Iroin  Dutch  into  (I(‘r- 
man,  a folio  of  Idll  paees, 
piinted  at  L[>!ii‘ata,  i;i  Ill's.  It 


was  one  ot  the  largest  works 
published  in  this  country  in  the 
colonial  period. 

He  w'as  well  educated  for 
those  times,  and  Avas  the  author 
of  several  religious  works  and 
was  a man  of  extensive  intluence 
in  his  church.  He  died  in 
1700. 

It  appears  by  reading  Chri.<- 
tian  Fkmk’s  ‘-Mirror,”  that  the 
district  of  Franconia  was  long 
known  as  Indiardield,  while  the 
Lutheran  church  in  the  northern 
]>art  of  ^he  township  is  still 
called  the  Indianlield  church. 
l\Ir.  Funk  preached  at  Clemens’ 
which  is  now  Sal  font,  at 
Dechters,  in  Indian  field,  now 
Franconia  : in  Skippa.ck,  in  the 
‘T^lains,”  which  included  Hat- 
field and  Towainencin,  and  in 
other  ] daces. 

He  held  his  membei*shi[)  in 
Franconia.,  but  he  also  pia*achcd 
r(‘Lidarlv  at  I’lenu'iis'.  now  Sal- 
f )i'<  I . 

Wd'  mav  thor(‘!’ore  well  iniag- 
in(‘  the  confusion  that  then  cx- 
i.'teil  ainoiie  the  peo[)l(‘  in  tlie 
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iimiiediate  vu:init\  of  IIa!le}  s- 
viile  when  there  were  hut  three 
houses  here,  By  reading  Mr. 
Funk’s  own  statement  aliout  af- 
fairs, we  are  led  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  acted  too  indiifer- 
ently  in  those  matters  preferi-ed 
against  him,  and  that  if  he  had 
been  a little  more  shrewd  and 
persevering  he  might  have  driven 
his  accusers  against  the  wall. 

But  it  appears  that  he  still 
had  hopes  of  reconciliation  and 
of  being  restored  to  the  church 
of  his  choice  even  in  his  old  age 
yet : but  the  ban  ot  excommu- 
mcation  had  been  laid  upon  him 
and  those  in  oliice  in  the  Meii- 
nonite  church,  al  ter  many  of  the 
ibnner  othcers  were  dead,  and 
when  Mr.  Funk  was  an  old  man, 
still  refused  to  remo\’c  it  and  to 
restore  him. 

fie  and  lii<  folh)^vers  o’ga- 
nized  tliemselves  into  a chundi 
at  sometim<‘  after  their  excom- 
mimicati^m.  v.ddch  was  known 
as  die  Fmikites.  His  inlluence 
extended  over  a considiwable 
district. 


They  built  a meeting  house 
near  Evansburg,  Lower  Pro\  i- 
dence  township ; one  on  the 
Skippack,  in  Towamencin,  in 
1814,  and  one  about  a mile  north 
of  Ilarleysville  in  1814  or  1815. 
Before  building  these  houses 
they  held  meetings  in  there  pri- 
vate houses. 

Lhi’istian  Funk  died  in  1811 
in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age, 
and  perhaps  ten  years  later  his 
church  began  to  decline  and 
gradually  faded  away  like  the 
dew  before  the  morning  sun, 
until  about  the  year  r850,  when 
it  became  extinct. 

These  matters  have  been  in- 
corporated into  this  article  to 
o*i\x^  them  more  publicity,  l)e- 
cause  very  little  of  it  appears  to 
be  generally  know. 

' (Jhristian  Funk  is  not  buried 
in  Mussel  man’s  imridow  as  Mr. 
Souder  sup[)oses,  for  he  and  his 
wife  ai’e  buried  in  Help’s  erave- 
vard  in  Franconia,  lint  possibly 
his  fatlaw,  lleniw  Funk,  might 
have  been  biuTied  on  his  own 
farm.  [)art  of‘  wliich  is  now 
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owned  by  Samuel  MLe^^^eliiian, 
as  his  grave  is  not  known, 
though  there  was  no  occasion  for 
it. 

The  Mennonite  graveyard  at 
the  Salford  meeting  house  was 
opened  long  before  his  death, 
and  he  was  the  bishop  over  this 
congregation. 

Besides  that,  the  graveyard 
known  as  Delp’s,  near  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Funk,  was  opened 
long  before  1760.  There  is  a 
stone  there  dated  1737,  and 
doubtless  there  are  older  graves 
there.  The  graveyard  at  the 
Franconia  meeting  house  must 
also  have  been  opened  before 
1760.  and  Mr.  Funk  also  was 
bishop  over  that  congregation. 
So  there  vras  no  occasion  for 
burying  him  on  his  own  land  if 
he  was  buried  there. 

We  will  yet  add  that  in  1S07 
Christian  Funk  made  liis  last 
effort  to  })G  restored  to  his 
mother  eluu'ch,  hut  on  account 
of  his  own  church  the  i)an  was 
not  removed,  ddie  .Mennonites 
(‘ame  very  near  yielding  >o  far 


as  to  receive  him  and  his  mem- 
bers, but  they  would  not  receive 
his  ministers.  He  afterwards 
made  a statement  of  his  troubles, 
which  he  left  to  posterity.  This 
statement  is  endorsed  by  Henry 
Itosenberger,  John  Funk,  John 
Beid,  Henry  Gottwals,  John 
Whisler,  Christian  Gottwals, 
Jacob  Whisler,  John  Gottwals 
and  George  Shoemaker. 

THE  FL'XKITES  AND  IIERRITES. 

Here  we  had  intended  to  drop 
the  matter  concerning  the  Funk- 
ite  church,  but  since  writing  the 
former  we  have  concluded  to 
pursue  the  suliject  still  further. 
Though  it  be  considered  a devi- 
ation from  the  history  of  Har- 
leysville,  it  may,  nevertheless, 
be  interesting  to  some  of  our 
readers  to  know  more  about  that 
extinct  sect. 

We  have  occasionally  heard 
people  say  Christian  Funk  must 
have  beoTi  wrong  in  tadciug  the 
ia)ur.'''e  which  he  did.  X<>,  we 
answer,  his  views,  in  regard  lo 
the  rmitter  in  dis[)ute,were  right, 
but  the  church  did  wrong  in  ex- 


HISTORY  OF  HARLEYSVILLE  t27 


coiiimimicating  him. 

From  this  standpoint  we  see 
plainly  that  people  will  have 
their  views  in  political  matters 
and  no  church  should  interfere 
with  these  views,  nor  excommu- 
nicate any  of  its  members  for 
takiiur  what  mav  seem  to  be 
the  vrrong  side.  And  when  a 
church  does  wrong  the  bishops 
and  other  olllcials  sliould  not  be 
too  proud  and  stubborn  to  re- 
consider the  matter  and  make 
it  right.  The  Funkite  sect 
was  perliaps  larger  than  many 
people  of  our  time  are  aware 
of. 

Whether  all  these  men  who 
endorsed  Mr.  Funk’s  statement 
of  his  troubles  were  preachers 
we  can  not  positively  say,  but 
tliey  very  probably  were  ; since 
we  know  of  seine  who  were,  and 
of  others  who  were  preachers 
wliose  names  were  not  mention- 
(‘d  in  Mr.  Funk’s  book.  They 
also  laid  mor(‘  places  of  vcorship 
than  most  ])eopie  are  aware  ot. 
Whether  Frick’s  school  hou^e, 
ru?ar  Lim‘  [.exingtom  was  built 


by  them  we  can  not  positively 
say,  but  we  are  informed  they 
worshipped  ill  it,  and  presume 
they  also  built  it,* as  well  as  the 
one  near  Harleysville. 

Thougli  this  fact  is  generally  ■ 
contradic-ted,  but  facts  are  stub- 
born things.  It  is  conceded  by 
old  people  that  the  Ilerrite 
meeting  house  above  tlarleys- 
ville  was  not  built  by  the  Her- 
rites,  but  that  it  was  standing 
there  before  John  Flerr  ever 
preached  m this  neighborhood. 

With  these  facts  before  us  we 
have  gone  to  ^ome  trouble  to  as- 
certain when  and  by  whom  it 
was  built.  There  is  peril, ips 
only  yet  one  man  living  who 
has  any  recollection  of  it,  and 
his  idea  of  the  date  of  181  b or 
181(),  when  he  was  a lad  of 
eight  or  ten  summers,  may 
easily  be  reduced,  to  1^1 4 or 
1815,  when  we  take  into  eon- 
sideratimi  the  fact  that  tlieolliciai 
under  wh(‘-e  supi-rvision  tlio 
house  was  built,  diisl  in  i''lb. 
ddiat  man  was  ileury  Landes, 
a pr<‘:i(‘her  among  the  Funkir<•^. 
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r:i(]  bi';  ass’staiit  oibcial.  a dea- 
con, was  Jacob  Mover,  on  wlicv-e 
lend  t-ie  hou'^e  was  i-uilt. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  the 
meeting  horse  wa-;  not  built  to 
the  graveyard,  where  it  noAV' 
stands,  in  the  first  [dace,  liecause 
that  was  the  buriai  place  of  the 
Fiinkites,  tiiough  tlie  graveyard 
was  there  long  belbre  the  ex- 
communication  of  (’hristii  n 
Funk  from  rf>e  iMennoiiite 
church.  Flit  a hrtle  explana- 
tion vi'l  Cioc  • up  :.;F  matter 
why  ihe  meeiiee  lion.-e  was 
built  where  it  was. 

At  that  time  tire  land  on  the 
souther  st  side  of  the  road  around 
the  graveyand  b-longed  to 
Ahraham  Help,  and  on  the  olla.'-' 
ui‘  norrliwe-t  side  of  the  road, 
wh(U‘e  tlie  meeting  lion.^e  Jnew 
scrrids,  belongwl  to  Al>i'ai]anu 
Fetweilei',  and  i.eidier  one  of 
them  wa  friemlly  to  tlie  Funh- 
nes.  This  explanation  may 
!or  th**  nai-on  wh\'  it  wa  < 
h'dil  adiore  it  w.i^. 

Op([  prnplr  in  routrc.iiet i’e.g 
thr  ahn\'e  fscA  sa\'  toeia'  w;,'  a 


remnant  of  a defunct  sect  at  that 
time  calleil  'nMoyer’s  folks,*' 
who,  in  their  earliest  recollec- 
tions. worshipped  in  that  lauise. 

Tlie  reason  why  they  were 
called  ' Ah)yej‘'s  folks”  probably 
was  because  most  of  them  were 
Moyers  by  Jiame. 

Old  Christian  Moyer,  of  Lower 
Salford,  who  died  in  1859,  and 
his  brother,  Ahraham  Moyer,  of 
Franconia,  who  died  in  1S6G, 
and  several  of  their  sisters,  in 
their  younner  days  belonged  to 
tlie  Funbites.  They  Acere  per- 
haps tile  last  members  of  tiiat 
exuiict  md,  and  must  have  jolli- 
ed Avhen  they  Avere  already 
waning.  ddie  aforementioned 
Jacob  Moyer  Avas  their  fatian'. 

The  residence  of  Henry 
Landes,  tlie  preac]i(T.  under 
wlio>e  sni  er\'<if)n  that  nu'diug 
house  w.is  laiilt.  was  intitCAvest 
end  of  Fi’cneouia  rown.-'bd])  on 
fhe  fo  m (Ui  u'badi  the  [)T-t--ei:t 
Li  UOl'  ■'.U  til  .''IjOji  I.>  i'ilLlt.  . \ ;S 
Iroiidy  .-tatijd.  he  (11(^1  in 
hut  hi^  wile.  . vun.  .-ur\ i\ < d him 
A et  idir;'  \ eai's.  She  dicil  in 


mSTOKY  OF 

1824,  the  estate  was  sethed 
ill  l_S2d. 

We  ^\dl  now  turn  onr  atten- 
tion eh  ewliere  fviul  speak  of  this 
Ilerrite  meeting  house  further 

on. 

There  was  one  Jacob  Det- 
weiler,  a preacher  among*  the 
Funkites,  whose  residence  was 
near  Line  Lexington,  he  was  an 
uncle  to  my  father  and  removed 
to  Canada  about  the  year  1S2G. 
It  is  said  that  he  held  meetings 
in  the  buikhing  recently  known 
as  Frick’s  school  h<.u<e.  But 
whether  that  hoii>e  was  built 
under  his  su])ervisio]i  for  chat 
sc-ct  '.ve  hnv<*  not  ha  I rime  to  in- 
vestigatu,  but  we  opine  it  w;is, 

Besioes  (ihris  ian  Funk  there 
was  one  Jol'  ii  Funk,  a b.shoprT 
elder  of  that  se<'t  : he  is  buik-d 
ill  the  gra\'e\ard  Liear  Kviins. 
burg.  His  mime  w<‘  hava-  seen 
among  tliiise  who  enooi*sed 
fho'-stian  Funk's  book. 

Jol’.n  (ledf.  wiioendoi  ‘1  *‘r. 
I'hmk’s  hoolv.  aNo  wa<  :i  [ireach- 
c*r,  ami  ba  i a meet'ng  ho'/.-e 
biiilt  on  his  uwn  liuid  noar  'lie 
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SKippack  in  Towamenchi  in 
1814.  He  died  in  182G.  An- 
(Yher  preacher  who  endorsed 
Mr  Funk’s  took  was  Henry 
Gotweds,  a resident  of  'UMrees- 
ter  township.  He  also  wnis  an 
uncle  to  my  father.  John  Got- 
wals  anotlier  endorser  w'as  a 
re  s id  en  t of  S k ip  par  k , b u t w’  1 1 e t h c r 
In;  wans  a preacher  1 c.*in  not  say 
nether  George  Siioeniaker, 
another  endorser,  whose  resi- 
dence at  -‘Shoeinr  her’s  Cor- 
ner,’’ helow'  Skipprekvi'le,  ^w.s 


a prea.'her 

I Ci'Cl 

not 

3CV. 

Mdietlier  tiie 

o':her  fo 

U’C 

endor- 

sers"^  w'ei  ‘ in 

leiK'liei  s. 

or 

wheie 

iliey  resided 

I can  uoi 

I 

idvely 

say^  Imt  [I 

Tury  lb: 

sen 

i.  n-ger 

[H\5h:d)!\-  was  a resi 

U t s 

4 llat- 

he!  1. 

A.-  it  W';i- 

not  mf 'O' 

ie;l 

iri  r'ic 

lirst  place  to  Im  inir  ad  rh>'  o 
mattei>  al  )Ui  tiic  runuites  imo 
tiiis  histo.  ea- 'ski't ‘li.  wedii  loot 
iin’esiicate  rho-*'  p «inr>  v.hi»  h 

U’lllHili  Xl'i-  i allt  ’I 

ec  rn  Let;  :•  t!;:ir  Ir  U •c\\ : it 

I’hr Uriiin  mikI  .Mn  Vr;.:n,, 

1 V(>  nt‘  Ffi-r  C l r j ■ I > :i . 1 1- • r.- . ,.ui 


i 

I 


3'.'  mSTOUV  OF 

Ave  could  not  answer. 

Some  people  Avill  ask,  if  Mr. 
Funk  was  right  in  his  views 
why  then  did  his  church  not  suc- 
ceed ? Why  did  it  come  to 
nought  ? We  will  answer  this 
question  right  here.  If  they 
had  never  suffered  Johnllerr  to 
preach  for  them  and  divide  them 
they  might  have  existed  to  this 
dav.  But  there  thev  made  a 
mistake.  John  Herr  was  a he- 
retic, a resident  of  Lancaster 
county,  where  he  caused  much 
trouble  in  tlie  Mennonite  church 
and  sifted  it  completel^^  He 
began  to  preach  in  this  neigh- 
borhood about  the  year  18*20, 
and  soon  drew  much  attention, 
attracting  large  crowds  of  people 
from  all  denominations  fur 
awhile.  He  advocated  a more 
rigorous  discipline  in  church 
government  than  tiie  custom  of 
the  Mennonite  church  was  to 
exercise. 

it  is  a singular  thina'  that  when 
religious  fanatf's  turn  traitors 
they  try  to  make  all  the  distur- 
bance and  iniscli!(‘f  thov  can  in 


HAKLF.VSt'lLLE. 

their  mother  churcii,  or  the  one 
Avhich  they  leave,  under  the 
false  intention  of  reforming  it. 
rveformations'may  be  made  bv 
wise  men,  but  not  by  heretics  or 
austere  fanatics. 

John  Herr  incorporated  two 
articles  into  his  creed  or  rules  of 
discipline  wliich  are  both  un- 
reasonable and  impracticable. 
The  one  article,  that  members 
of  his  church  durst  not  hear 
ministers  of  other  denomina- 
tions preach,  is  unreasonable 
and  unscriptural.  “Prove  all 
things,  hold  fast  that  which  is 
good,”  gives  liberty  to  hear  a,ny 
one  preach . The  l)au  afavoidance 
is  impracticable,  and  in  numer- 
ous cases,  where  they  tried  to 
enforce  it  between  man  and  wife, 
experience  taught  that  human 
na  t u r e i s s t r on  ge  r t h an  m a n -m  a ( le 
church  rules.  The  gospel  does 
not  sanction  the  separation  of 
man  and  wife,  but  on  the  (Con- 
trary, “They  twain  shrdd  be  <>ue 
tl(\sh,”  which  gives  no  room  for 
tlie  ban  i)f  avoidance.  By  per- 
niittinu'  tlmse  things  to  be 
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•a  school  house  beiore  the  public 


brought  among  them  and  to  dis- 
turb them,  the  Fimkites  became 
disorderly,  disputing  one  with 
another,  some  taking  sides  with 
J.  Herr  and  others  op[)osing, 
they  were  divided  among  them - 
selves^-and  could  not  iigree;  part 
of  them  vcent  with  the  Ilerrites 
and  part  opposing  there  was  no 
union,  and  the  result  of  which 
w'e  now'  see  has  l)een  the  conse- 
quence. But  the  Herrites  in 
this  county  wdli  he  extinct  in  a 
few'  more  decades  of  years. 

This  explanation  wdll  serve 
to  show'  how  the  Ilerrites  came 
in  posvsession  of  the  Funkites’ 
meeting  liouse  above  Harleys - 
vibe.  Huch  more  could  be  said 
about  those  thiims,  but  enoimli 
has  been  said  to  teach  us  a lesson 
to  avoid  divisions  in  whate\’er 
church  it  may  be. 

Their  meeting  house  in  Lower 
Fahbrd,  wdiich  stood  at  th(‘  road 
ahr.iit  forty  robF-  fr<uu  the  line  of 
i'raui'i mia  ruW]:>]u}?.  west^vard 
from  the  toil  gate*  oii  theSouiler- 
toii  tnrn[)ik(‘  was  huilt  of  stone. 
This  ])iii!ding  was  a.Iso  u.sed  t‘or 


sehools  were  accepted  in  1850. 
But  as  tlie  membership  of  their 
sect  was  wainning'  fast  at  that 
time  alreadj*  the  community 
took  dowm  their  iaavse  in  1855, 
and  removed  the  material  over 
to  Help’s  graveyard  in  Franco- 
nia where  they  built  it  up  again 
for  the  accommodation  of  funer- 
als. 

% 

THE  TAVERX. 

As  already  stated,  Frederick 
Eickensheid  died  in  IMarch, 

1777.  But  w'hether  his  widow' 
remained  at  the  hotel,  or 
wdiether  she  rented  the  premises 
to  Andrew'  Ciimphell  that  yea'* 
yet  is  not  knowm,  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  in  the  next  year,  in 

1778,  he  w'as  there  and  took  out 
a license  for  that  place,  and  that 
he  lived  there  (»n  r<mt  those 
twelve  year^  tiiat  John  Hicken- 
shied  Indd  it  in  hi>  name.  But 
un  Aj)ril  loth,  170').  the  lattei* 
{ran  fe’nvd  riie  nropi(*rty  tt>  51r. 
(JamjiheU.  for  f5(Ki.  He  was  a 
son-indaw  ol'Nicliolas  sehw'enk. 
a’ld  held  posse,  seal  el’tiie  p!a(‘(; 
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until  170*3,  wiieu  lie  an.l  Ilia 
wife,  Mary  Magdalena,  auld  it 
to  Samuel  Ilai'ley,  who  owned  it 
Forty  years.  Tlie  conveyaiiee 
From  Camphell  to  Haidey  liears 
date  dune  12,  1703. 

In  1700  Mr.  Campbell  pur- 
chased oF  the  descendants  and 
heirs  oF  Dirk  Johnson  h.Oeen 
acres  oF  land,  lieing  part  oF 
twenty-eight  acres,  which  they 
had  still  held  as  a remnant  oF 
1000  acres,  near  the  Sal  Ford 
meeting  house.  This  tract  was 
also  transFerred  to  3Ir.  Harley 
at  the  same  time  in  conntcti(>n 
with  the  hotel  premises 

in  1700  SaiTnuel  Harley  pur- 
shased  a tract  oFeight  acres  and 
twenty-three  perches  oF  Irmd 
From  the  desccndau'<  oF  Dirlc 
Johnson,  adjoining  his  other 
tract  near  the  meeting  hon.^m 
Since  th-em  descendants  oF  Dirk 
Johnson  were  his  great-era nd- 
children  it  may.  not  i>e  out  d‘ 
place  here  Onn(mtion  thcirn;nn:  s 
a.s  Follows  : Samuel  hhji  ri' and 
Ilehecca,  his  wife  : Hicliard 

Wh.'-tar  arid  wde.  Ileny.m  n 7\  . 


.Morris  and  wiFe,  Casper  VC. 
hiorris  and  wiFe,  Aiithouy  Mor- 
ris and  wile,  Luke  IV.  Moriis, 
Isaac  Vr.  Morris  and  wdo,  Cath- 
arine W.  Morris ‘and  Israel  IV. 
Morns. 

On  June  10,  1700,  Samuel 
Harley  and  wile  sold  Four  acres 
oF  woodland  near  the  meeting 

o 

house  to  Nicholas  Schweiik, 
whose  residence  then  was  where 
Dr.  Rein  K.  Keeler’s  now  is.  As 
there  was  no  public  road  leading 
across  toward  the  present  Led- 
eracliville  then  }'et,  people  went 
across  here  by  a private  road, 
the  greater  part  oF  the  way 
through  the  wootls,  as  shown  by 
an  old  draught.  Tliere  was  a'.-o 
a private  road  that  came  diaeai- 
ady  across,  ruiuning  ea.st  and 
west,  intersecting  the  Xoi’th 
Wadies  road  at  the  tavein.  which 
was  travelled  princi})aliv  liy 
people  g'»ing  to  and  returning 
1‘rom  the  Sdionl  M<Mmonil(‘ 
meeting  and  AMenei‘'s  in 

Wdieii  .Mr.  Schweidt  h aijit 
Close  i'oniM  *;*esol  wi^. idlantl  IVom 
.Mn  Harl(‘y.  proxlsimi  wa>  ma.!(‘ 
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ioi'  a rj.i'l  or  right  of  way,'  lest 
perahventure.  the  iVoiit  might 
be  elo'ed  up  an  1 the  lormer 
mU’ht  not  be  abie  t(e  uet  to  Irs 
woodland.  Therefore  the  latter 
grant'3.1  a right  of  wav  to  pa<8 
juid  repass  with  a team  oT  four 
horses,  over  his  laud.  The 
place  of  entre.nce  where  the  road 
was  to  be,  was  pmaicidai  ly 
specified  as  north  forty-live  de- 
grees wcs:  foe:  teen  and  on  •- 
had' pei’cbes  from  a corner  of 
(dahriel  Klein’s  lan.l,  je.st  where 
the  public  ro  od  now  is^  het ween 
the  store  and  i.iverii  ; thougli 
the  store  was  not  there  t'uen  yet, 
a lone  row  of  she  Is  ’ e!on  ring  to 
the  tavei‘11  stood  there  iront’ng 
the  loal.  At  the  end  of  die 
shed  wiis  a well  wbicli  is  now 
in  the  ceFe.r  of  ihe  stoi  e lioiue 
wliere  it'  has  b,  eu  hiled  up. 
The  ])arn  w.;s  upon  Mrs.  (Jlem- 
m'.‘r’s  lot  an  1 lhei‘(‘  somewhere 
the  n:.  II  or  r’<rht  of  wry  1 1 o{f 
di  '-on-  'ly  r ' owms  | (h  • 
ni-‘  ‘tine  o.'  show  i by  an 

old  dr-  ight.  It  'o'.is  ties 

[)i  ivate  ro:,  I a’so  th  it  reo  i e 


went  to  and  returned  from  meet- 
ing untd  the  p-nhlic  roaed  was 
o[;e.xMl.  Tlie  sign  post  stood 
farther  out  toward  rlie  pike  tlian 
it  now  de*es,  and  on  the  sign  that 
>wung  to  and  Ao  screaclmig  ni 
the  wind  was  p, tinted  a isjrfrait 
of  Mdl  iam  Penn. 

NICUOLAS  SCliWitXK. 

As  ah'cady  st  ded  Nicholas 
Schwenk  lioiigiit  tlie  lot  now 
owned  by  Di*.  Kee’er,  in  ITOd. 
He  had  then  gisAwn  old,  and  re- 
tired to  take  lire  moie  easy  in 
his  remaining  days.  He  was  a 
])lacksmith  by  trade  and  had  a 
si:r(<ng  eonstidF  i^oi,  and  if  tra- 
dition m ly  be  irustcd,  was  bdnd 
in  b. is  old  age.  I e wes  p:’om- 
inent  in  the  ;i  Fairs  of  the  tow.i- 
shir).  and  nearly  if  not  i[v‘Vc 
centinua  ih'  held  some  ['etty  olhce 
I'or  over  thirty  years.  S uue- 
tiiiies  he  wa^s  nper\  dor.  atothor 
tiuiv'she  wasan  Un)rorsomet hing 
els(u 

I [v‘  and  ;}is  wdh.  -Vmi  P rhar.i 
^•ohl  dieii'  t' \ ill  to  . ht*  ‘ >t;n. 
(lei)re;e  Soliwonk.  for  i>in.  Foh- 
lusry  Pr. 
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At  that  time  the  Binder  tarrii 
was  ])ounded  hy  lands  of  tlenry 
Harley,  Georu'e  Markley,  Gabriel 
Klein,  Samuel  Harley  Nicholas 
Schwenk  and  Isaac  Help. 
George  Schwenk,  who  then 
owned  this  farm,  kept  a public 
house  here,  though  it  never  was 
much  . of  a business  place. 
Numerous  incidents  which,  it  is 
said,  occurred  there,  indicate 
that  it  was  a place  more  for 
frolic  than  tor  })iisiness.  In 
1800  he  is  called  an  Innholder. 
IIow  long  before  tha.t  date  he 
kept  5m  inn  here  is  not  known, 
he  had  for  his  sign  a stag. 

When  Nicholas  Schwenk  was 
now  old  and  well  stricken  in 
years  he  made  his  last  will  and 
testament  in  writing,  dated 
March  7th,  I80G,  and  died 
about  two}'ears  later.  Ilis  will 
was  proven  A[)ril  7th.  ISIlS. 
The  witnesses  were  Michael 
Shoemaker,  Samuel  Harley  and 
Isa;ic  Kli'in.  Ih'  g.i\a*  to  his 
wild,  Anna  Barbara,  £l0  in 
gold  and  silver.  He  mentioned 
a number  of  article.- of  fiii  iii tun* 


that  he  gave  to  her,  among 
others  the  clock  and  the  stove, 
also  the  lot  on  which  they  lived, 
containing  two  acres  and  120 
perches  of  land,  besides  the  lot 
of  woodland  containing  four 
acres  and  ninety-eight  perches, 
near  the  Saltord  meeting  house, 
as  also  the  interest  of  £400. 
She  was  well  provided  for.  He 
then  turned  around  and  made 
provisions  in  case  his  widow 
should  become  sickly  alter  his 
demise,  if  she  was  tlien  willing 
the  lot  was  to  be  .<old,  and  after 
that  the  provi.sions  for  her  were 
to  be  otherwise.  After  making 
further  bef[iiests  to  his  children 
and  grandchildren  he  appointed 
Ids  two  sons,  George  ami  Jacob, 
to  be  his  executors,  the  latter 
wns  a resident  of  Upper  Provi- 
dence, and  then  he  appointed 
Jacob  Beilf  trustee  over  tlu' 
whole  estate  to  see  that  justice 
would  Ih*  d(»ne  to  his  widovv'  end 
tliCit  the  provisions  of  his  will 
would  be  (‘arriv'd  out.  Ih*  was 
also  to  take  <?are  of  her  estate 
and  o{‘  licr  ['crson,  and  to  ,-ee 
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that  the  <2;randcliildren  would  2;et 

o o 

what  was  cominij;  to  them. 

In  his  will  he  mentions  his 
two  sons,  George  and  Jacob ; 
his  deceased  daughter, Elizabeth, 
her  three  daughters  Elizabeth, 
Mary  and  Barbara ; his  daughter, 
Mary  Magdalena,  wife  of  Andrew 
Campbell ; his  granddaughter, 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Ziegler; 
Barbara,  wife  of  John  Stone, 
and  his  grandson,  Martin  Boger, 
to  whom  he  bequeathed  £o.  He 
mentions  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Abraham  Marlvley  ; Mary,  wife 
of  Michael  Wagoner,  and  Bar- 
]>ara,  wife  of  Johii  Ott.  These 
three  granddaughters  were  the 
daughters  of  his  deceased  daugh- 
ter,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Martin 
Boger,  whose  residence  was 
about  three-fourths  of  a mile 
southwest  from  Lerterachville, 
where  he  owned  a farm  contain- 
ing seventy-eight  acres  of  land, 
at  present  belonging  to  Abraham 
L.  Ziegler. 

Martin  Boger's  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Nicholas 
Sidiwenk,  di(Ml  June  *2itli,  ISOt, 


aged  fifty- three  years  and  eight 
months.  Martin  Boger  died 
January  17th,  1806,  aged  sixty- 
seven  3^ears,  seven  months  and 
twenty-six  days.  They  both 
were  dead  before  Nicholas 
Schwenk  made  his  will. 

After  Mr.  Boger’s  death  his 
two  sons-in-law,  Abraham 
Markley  and  Michael  IVagoner, 
took  out  letters  of  administra- 
tion and  settled  his  estate. 

As  already  stated,  Mr.  Boger 
had  an  only  son,  whose  name 
was  Martin,  to  whom  his  grand- 
father, Nicholas  Schwenk,  be- 
queathed only  five  pounds,  be- 
cause he  had  made  his  father 
much  trouble,  and  was  of  such 
a dissolute  character  that  he 
became  a byword  and  a laugh- 
ing-stock among  the  people. 

Barbara  Ott  died  April  8th, 
1816,  aged  twenty-six  years, 
one  month  and  seven  days. 
Elizabeth  i\rarkley  had  twelve 
children,  and  died  April  6th, 
1860,  aged  fifty  years,  seven 
months  and  twelve  days.  Her 
husband,  Abraham  Miirkley, 
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(lied  the  }ova'  ? rovioiis,  /. 
.Sopteiiiber  25th,  1820,  ngod 

sixty-five  years,  one  month  and 
twmity-fj’ir  flays.  (See  Mark- 
hy  Fri(>ndshaft,^^-;\  yQ '1a.)  Ai)out 
the  time  of  Mr.  Sell  week’s  death 
they  owned  the  prnierty  at 
present  l;elcnging  to  Joseph  M. 
Cassei. 

Mary  IV  ago-  er • lie;l November 


public  sale  for  her  lot  and  sold  it 
to  tlie  highest  bi  Ider,  which  was 
Daniel  Ivariey,  a .'■on  (,)f  Samuel 
idarley,  and  conveyed  it  to  him 
by  a deed  April  3rd,  1810. 
Since  it  was  a matter  of  impor- 
tance to  liave  w od  lie  also 
boiii>lit  the  lot  of  wGodhand  near 
the  niceting  house,  which  l)e- 

o 

longed  to  the  lot. 


29.  1804,  aged  eighty-one  years, 
si::  months  andtwenfv-hv'^days, 
but  ]ier  lmsl);-nd,  Michael  Ahag- 
oner,  precedied  her  Junel,  1800, 
aged  eighty-tw.j  years,  three 
nrmihs  and  "twenty- two  days. 
It  is  prob  dde  that  E izabetli, 
wile  of  Joiin  Ei  ;g-er  and  Dee'- 
bara.  wile  rf  J hu  Stone  were 
i)'dh  dauf^iiteo'  <A  Aadr  w 
eampbell.  Mrs.  Ermpbeil  re- 
ceived the  interest  on  £l[)‘\, 
b.!it  what  became  of  them  is  not 
known. 

Sonm  tone  after  the  ihaith  of 
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JOHN  SELL. 

Daniel  Harley  was  a mason 
by  trade.  He  was  married  to 
Catliarine  Grove,  ( f Bucks 
county.  Some  time  afterward 
'le  transferred  his  lots  to  his 
brother,  Joseph  Harley,  and  re- 
movcrl  to  Warwich  t.-wnsrdp, 
Dm-ks  couuro.  . was  a 

tni’or  by  t;-  he,  lie  man  i I uamh 
Mai'kAy.  r daagbt(U’  of  Pid’ip 
dlarldey.  ot  Ka.st  Berkioinen, 
fail  r J('i*  owu.ing  liis  lots  a imv 
years  he  sold  tliem  to  his 
lr.\)tlie”-in-Ia w,  d' lin  Sell,  a ear- 
Tra.ter,  of  b<  wnr  tm  lb’d.  -yy] 

\ em  f U:  ’h!.{‘lau  ' he.un’  h). 

Ghes.er  CvauAy-  T!ieh‘ c;>n\  ya- 
;;n.  . - -h'te  April  3t’u  1 'A  1 . 

d'jlin  S<‘ll  d\''‘ I t'O're  tw'^ntv- 


r'T”-  Jd  rt^« > ■» ' ■ • ’ fM’  • 

.■..-®s:  -'’  :’S"'.Sh  '"=“'  “ 

” ‘"***'‘!  '.74*  ^ 

■'  -aiJ'iiji.  ,,  ...  tnri 

* <irhi‘l  1<»  a..  ■ 

, ,m!,«»‘4'i‘/i  ',***!*  ■ y/,  ^ , j jrtfljd^  1o  9rtwwf-'  !»>»>■"  • 

. Mi  . --1’^ : 


4il  '<*S  ^ hlw ' ^ -,^  4,  9,h  lafin  o«iil  V 


\ ' I'v  . 

■ v.K>r  I -'V**^T  ^ r»  ■•7'*'* 

• . <;»»  '.-<3, ...«=:.■>, I ).  A ; ' ^ ■l.,'5n^..S' ■ f«;,t 

6jia%vi;«'<t'ir''-"  ■ “ 


t 


Uil 


^)ni*  years,  and  during  the  tiine 
ef  hir  sojourn  here  lie  bought 
two  j iiiing  lot.',  one  froiii 
Joseph  Moyer  an  1 wife,  contain- 
ing one  acre  and  fif:y-six perches 
in  1S23,  and  one  containing  four 
acres  and  six  perches  of  John 
Delp  and  wife  in  1830,  He  was 
married  to  E!:::abeili,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  II  ndey.  He  built  a 
large  new  lioiise  there  which 
was  rephiced  by  another  oniv  a 
few  years  ago.  He  abs  > had  a 


two  adjoining  lots,  was  sold  to 
Dr.  bdrarles  Fronefield,  October 
ISili,  1815.  Abouta  year  Inter 
the  doctor’s  wife  'di  d,  and  on 
April  1st,  1818,  he  sold  his  I'cnl 
estate  and  prcictice  to  Dr.  Henry 
Geiger,  \vho  hel  l it  until  Octo- 
ber 2(1,  1852,  when  he  sold  out 
tu  the  present  owner,  Dr.  Rein 
Keeler.  During  the  time  that 
lie  has  ]jeen  living  there  many 
changes  have  taken  plane  and 
many  iro.prjvemeiits  have  been 


large  carpenter  shop  and  other 
outbuilding-',  as  obi  people  wi’l 
rec  )decL. 

In  that  shop  he,  with  a nu:n- 
l;er  oflarnD,  male  much  liiriil- 
tes’c  for  country  ir.e  as  the  cus- 

also  ait  un  iertslie}*  a -d  !.'uriel 
the  deal;  init  iiecaine  heavi'y 
'Mica!n)>ered  and  on  December 
i 7th.  1814,  male  an  assignmen: 
for  the  boneiit  rd  his  credit:: rs 
t:>  Jonas  D.  G NhrM  and  Dhibo 
D -hpa  b eh  of  L-wv:-  S:df-rh 
v.'li  ; s >’..1  his  peivoer.il  property 
and  re  a:  ostit  ‘ at  ;■  ' e 
Th</  ' )t  wii  >i’e  he  bvod  Witii  die 


made. 

The  oihee  bulb  ling  belenaing 
to  Dr.  Keeler  was  built  Iw  Joh^n 
Sell  during  the  latter  years  of 
lus  residence  there,  f ran  org:.n 
house.  Eh  vhi:.e,  /r.sont  ol 
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front  of,  or  ]3et\veen  Samuel  IL 
Cassel’s  liou^e  and  xlbraham 
Heckler’s. 

GABRIEL  KLEIN. 

We  must  now  go  back 
again  to  the  beginning  of 
this  century  to  say  some- 
thing about  our  neighbor, 
Gabriel  Klein,  whose  earthly 
career  came  to  a close  on  the 
25th  of  xVugust  1805,  when  he 
was  seventy-five  years  and 
three  months  old.  He  was  a 
son  of  John  Isaac  Klein,  but  it 
was  said  by  his  descendants 
that  he  was  born  in  Germany, 
which  is  not  correct.  His  will 
was  proven  September  IG,  1805, 
his  witnesses  were  Joseph 
Tyson  and  Samuel  Harley.  His 
two  sons,  Isaac  and  John  Klein, 
were  the  executors,  and  his  son, 
Jacob  received  the  homestead. 
His  widow,  Elizabeth  Klein, 
survived  him  a little  over  a year 
or  until  Noveml)er  5th,  180G, 
when  she  died,  aged  seveury- 
five  years  and  five  months. 

Jacob  Klein  then  owned  the 
lanu  until  the  tiim*  ol’his  (bunise 


wdiich  occurred  November  17th, 
1821,  wdien  he  was  fifty-one 
years,  nine  months  and  twent}- 
five  days  old,  but  his  wdfe, 
Mary  Klein  survived  him  yet 
eight  years.  Her  maiden  name 
wuis  Cassel.  She  died  July  29, 
1828,  aged  sixty-three  years  and 
four  days.  After  the  death  of 
Jacob  Klein  his  farm  was  divided 
between  liis  two  sons,  Jacob  and 
Abraham.  The  latter  owned 
the  farm  now  belonging  to 
Henry  C.  Help,  where  he  died 
January  10th,  1818,  aged  forty- 
five  years,  one  .month  and 
twenty- two  days.  Besides  the 
tw’o  boys  Jacob  Klein  had 
daughters,  namely,  Elizabeth, 
wdfe  of  Eid.  Samuel  Harley ; 
Catharine,  wdfe  ot  John  Harley  ; 
Mary,  'wife  of  Jacob  Shutt,  and 
Sallie,  single.  Jacob  C.  Klein, 
Jr.,  then  owmed  the  homestead 
until  the  year  1800,  when  he 
sold  it  to  Christian  Mover. 
Jiicob' t'.  Kl(:'in  diied  December 
17th,  1888,  aged  eighty-one 

years,  ti.m  months  and  twent}'- 
two  days. 
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GEORGE  SCIIWEXK. 

Wc  will  ao;ain  return  to  the 
I^inder  farm  which  we  left  in 
the  care  of  George  Schwenk, 
containinif-  151  acres.  But  as 

O 

he  did  not  make  much  monev 
out  of  his  tavern,  it  appears,  he 
trkal  to  make  it  out  of  his  land 
by  selling  off  several  small 
tracts,  reducing  the  farm  to 
ninety-five  acres  and  ninety 
perchr^s.  His  son,  Henry, 
was  a hatter  by  trade,  and  dur- 
ing the  time  he  owned  the  prem- 
ises he  built  a shop  at  the  road, 
which  stood  near  where  Binder’s 
farm  house  now  stands. 

In  that  shop  Henry 
Sclnvenk  carried  on  the  imanu- 
facture  of  hats  for  rpiite  a num- 
ber of  years.  He  closed  out  his 
hat  business  about  the  year 
1S35. 

An  old  man  who  is  in  his 
eighty- first  year,  relates  that 
when  he  was  a boy  he  cauelit 
musi*:rats  along  tiie  Ski[>pa‘'k;md 
sold  them  to  Henry  Srdiwcnk, 
tlio  hatter,  an<l  that  he  recei\'i‘d 
from  thirty  to  forty  emus  per 


skin,  according  to  riuality.  That 
was  about  the  year  1820. 

Those  muskrat  furs  were  used 
in  the  mamdacture  of  fur  hats, 
which  were  in  general  use  at 
that  time,  and  were  the  kind 
manufactured  by  Mr.  v8sfnwenk. 

After  owning  this  firm  nine- 
teen years  George  Schwenk  and 
his  wife,  Catharine,  on  March 
21,  181G,  sold  the  same  to 
Baltzer  Ileydrick,  of  Lower 
Salford. 

George  Scliwenk,  in  his  time, 
also  held  prominent  positions  in 
the  affairs  of  the  townshi[),  as 
his  father,  Nicholas  Schwenk, 
had  done,  Init  what  become  of 
him  and  his  wife  after  their  firm 
was  sold,  or  when  they  died,  or 
where  they  were  buried,  is  not 
known. 

They  had  three  children, 
namely,  George,  who  owned  a 
saw  mill  near  the  Skippack,  in 
Franconia  township  ; Sa.rah, 
wifr  of  Henry  Weishe,  of  I [iper 
Sal  fil'd,  and  Henry,  tin'  hatter, 
wlio  f >r  some  year."  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  Iif‘  laid  his  residence 
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at  Abraham  iter’s,  in  Flour- 
town,  as  old  peo[)le  will  recol- 
lect. 

We  have  searched  in  all  the 
gravej^ards  and  instituted 
search  in  others  for  miles 
around  to  find  the  graves 
of  George  Schwenk  and  his 
wife  and  of  his  lather  and 
mothei’,  Nicholas  Sclnvenk  and 
his  wife,  but  have  not  been  able 
to  find  them.  Their  graves 
have  undoubtedly  been  sadly 
negle«;ted. 

Nicholas  Schweid\  was  a resi- 
dent of  this  })lace  over  fifty 
years,  but  whose  son  he  was. 
where  he  came  from,  where  he 
was  born  and  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  buried  has  not  been  as- 
certained. But  they  are  prob- 
ably buried  at  the  Goschen hop- 
pen  church  in  Upper  Salford 
and  have  no  regular  tombstones. 

liALTZHR  ITEYDRICK 
Was  a bachelor,  and  was  a car- 
penter by  trade.  He  owned  the 
premises  nineteen  years  also. 
])ut  for  a single  man  to  run  a 
large  farm  and  ai^  inn  does  net 


go  well.  Consequently  he  had 
many  trials,  many  disappoint- 
ments and  vexations.  Some- 
times he  had'  renters  living 
there ; at  other  times  he  'tried 
to  run  the  whole  machine  him- 
self by  hiring  help,  but  he  was 
not  very  successful. 

Mrs.  Adam  Fisher,  Sr.,  his 
niece,  who  was  then  only  a girl 
yet  in  her  teens,  kept  house  for 
him  a number  of  years.  It  was 
during  the  time  that  he  owned 
this  property,  and  perhaj)s  al- 
ready during  the  time  thatCfeorge 
Schwenk  kept  a public  house 
here,  that  militia  musters  and 
battalions  were  kept  here,  as  it 
was  required  by  law  at  that  time. 

One  of  his  renters  was  Al)ra- 
ham  Slifer,  who  afterward  re- 
moved to  Flourtown  where  he 
carried  on  the  hotel  business 
very  successlidly  for  many 
years. 

Baltzcr  Heydi'ick  did  not  re- 
duce th(‘  farm  by  selling  off  lots, 
but  ke[)t  it  wijole  as  he  recei\  ed 
it  ; but  as  lie  was  old,  to  relieve 
bims(‘lf,  ho  >old  the  [)rop‘rtv  to 
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Willi.im  HeilT,  for  $43>>o.o3,  on 
April  4 til,  1835.  5Ir.  Heiff 
then  turned  the  hatter  shoj*  into 
a dwelliip^  and  took  in  Peter 
Gcdshali  as  a tenant  and  day 
laborer.  As  there  was  no  cel- 
lar under  the  shop,  there  was  a 
cave  built  near  the  door  of  the 
dwelling,  which  many  of  us  re- 
member. 

When  Mr.  IleilT  came  there 
he  cut  down  the  sign  j)ost  which 
made  an  end  to  the  tavern.  lie 
was  a son  of  Benjamin  Beitf, 
Esq.,  of  Lower  S;dford,  and 
was  married  t.)  Salome  Stem. 
They  had  no  children.  In  later 
3*ears  the\'  removed  to  Skip- 
packville,  where  he  died  on  May 
27th,  1871,  aged  sixty-seven 
years,  eieht  months  and  six 
days.  But  his  wife,  Salome, 
survived  him  vet  three  \ears, 
when  she  died  May  Idth,  1874, 
age<  1 s i X t 1 li  r e e^’e  a r s , s i X mon  t h s 
and  twentv-three  days.  After 
'Sir.  Bein’ had  owned  the  said 
farm  six  \'ea]-s  he  and  his  wife 
sold  it  to  John  Freed,  Api'il  1st. 
1841. 


hauli:ysahllf.  u 

Mr.  Freed  owned  this  farm 
twentv-three  years  or  until 
18G4  when  he  sold  it  to  the 
present  owner,  John  Binder. 

Dunng  the  time  it  belonged 
to  Mr.  Freed  several  lots  were 
sold  off.  which  reduced  it  to 
eighty  acres.  Soon  after  he  l)e- 
camethe  owner  thereofthe  tenant 
house  was  again  turned  into  a 
shop,  in  which  Mr.  E.  K.  Freed, 
now  of  North  4Vales,  with  sev- 
eral hands,  ctirried  on  the  shoe- 
making  l)usiness  quite  success- 
fully’ for*  some  time.  In  later 
years  it  was  jigain  occupied  as  a 
dwelling,  but  was  taken  down 
in  1SG5  when  the  present  farm 
house  was  built. 

It  was  al)out  the  year  184G 
that  Abraham  Freed,  who  tlien 
occupied  a part  ot  the  house  of 
his  bi’otlier,  John  Freed,  opened 
a lumber  yard  where  he  kept  an 
assortment  of  boards  and  scant- 
lings for  building  and  otlio’  pur- 
poses. on  tho^e  lots  which  ar<‘ 
now  owned  by  Dr.  \b  Z.  Keelor 
and  Mi>.  Del[).  He  built  an  of- 
tic(‘  tiuu'e  bordering  on  the  tin-n- 
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pike,  on  the  ground  that  i:<  now 
in  the  road  to  the  ereamerv. 
But  this  luin'jer  yard  was  aban- 
doned when  tlie  North  Penn, 
railroad  was  built.  Several  years 
after  opening  this  lumber  yard 
Abraham  Freed  built  the  house 
which  is  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Henry  Shisler,  and  died 
there  June  11,  1862,  in  the  fifty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  the  father  of  A.  G.  Freed, 
of  Lansdale,  and  of  I.  G.  Freed, 
of  North  Wales.  His  wdfe, 
Mary,  nee.  Godshall,  died  Febru- 
ary 11,  1814,  in  the  tliirty- 
seventh  year  of  her  age.  John 
Freed,  Abraham’s  brother,  died 
September  28,  1881,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-eight  years, 
eleven  months  and  seven  daj/s. 
But  his  wife  Catharine  proceed- 
ed him  Februaiw'  16th,  LS79, 
iiged  eighty-one  years  and  thir- 
teen days. 

SAMITL  IlAliLEV. 

^Ve  mu-t  now  nii'n  bark  to 
the  t)ld  houel.  Irhasbeen  -UatiMl 
tliat  Samuel  Harley  |)uroluiS('d 
t hi.-- property  iu  1796.  He  tlr  n 


attended  to  the  hotel  business 
in  connection  with  a small  store 
and  whh  a large  family  run  a 
faiun  of  thirty-two  acres  for 
forty  years,  or  until  he  sold  the 
premises  to  his  son,  Abraham, 
and  his  daughter,  Ca.tharine,  in 
1835.  In  1823  his  wife  died, 
but  he  survived  her  yet  sixteen 
vears.  Slie  was  in  meeting  at 
Indian  oreck  where  she  had  an 
attack  of  paralysis,  and  died  be- 
fore she  was  brought  home. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Chris- 
topher  Sauer,  of  Germantown, 
and  died  on  July  17,  1823,  aged 
sixty-two  years,  five  months 
and  twenty-two  days,  He  died 
on  March  24,  1839,  aged  eighty- 
one  years  and  eighteen  days. 

They  lioth  ]>elonge!l  to  the 
German  Baptist  or  Duukard 
church,  Alrliough  they  kept  a 
hotel,  it  is  alleged  that  no  one 
ever  got  druid<  there  in  those 
forty  } (‘ars,  nor  did  he  e\'er  tol- 
er.-tte  any  nuisance, 

Samuel  llarle\'  wc.s  a sou  ot' 
Bulolph  Harley,  who>e  re.>i- 
dei  ('r  wjN  wdiere  Fuo>  l\6am- 
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bold’s  now  is.  His  mother  was 
Mary,  a daughter  of  Peter  Peck- 
er, the  first  Diinkard  preacher 
in  America.  Pudolph  Hai  •ley 
and  his  vvdfe  had  thirteen  chil- 
dren, whose  names  were  John, 
Joanna,  Lena,  Mary,  Piudoiph, 
EIiza1)eth,  Jacob,  Henry,  Sarah, 
Samuel,  Joseph,  Mary  Margaret 
and  Abraham.  On  May  o,  1 7 S4, 
Pndol})h  Harley  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  conveyed  to  their  son, 
Samuel,  two  tracts  of  land,  being 
partly  in  Lower  Salford  and 
partly  in  Franconia  town- 
ships, the  one  tract  containing 
sixty-three  acres  and  12o 
perches  and  the  other  ten  acres. 
He  then  l)uilt  a house  thereon, 
whei'e  Abraham Kratz now  lives. 
This  was  then  his  residence  un- 
til 170*3,  though  he  did  not  sell 
it  bef(.)re  December  ol,  1700 
- When  Samuel  Harley  and  his 
family  moved  here  they  had 
seven  ch/ddren,  and  live  were 
born  here,  l)Utone  was  still-born 
andamaher  who^e  nanu*  •was 
Hannah  died  in  infancy.  The 
oldest  was  Daniel,  bniai  Manli 
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3,  1787,  who  married  Catharine 
Grove.  The  second  was  Samuel, 
born  July  13,  1788,  who  mar- 
ried Ann  Detweiler.  The  third 
was  Mary,  born  September  24, 
1780,  who  married  Yellis  Cassel 
Decemlier  22.  ISOJ,  and  died 
October  0,  18G0.  The  fourth 
was  Sarah,  born  May  14,  1701, 
who  married  Samuel  Johnson 
December  10,  1821,  and  died 
November  1,  1800.  The  fifth 
was  John,  born  JuH  28,  1702, 
who  m.'irried  Catharine  Klein 
December  31,  1814.  and  died 
June  27,  1872.  The  sixth  was 
Catharine,  bom  September  22, 
1793.  She  remained  single  and 
died  September  13,  1847,  The 
seventh  was  Joseph,  born  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1703,  who  married 
Sarah  Marklev,  and  died  Decem- 
}>er  20,  1837.  TIk‘  eighth  was 
Elizabeth,  born  November  2, 
1707,  who  married  John  S(dl. 
v^he  died  October  14,  18(;2.  Tlu‘ 
nlntli  was  Hannah,  who  died 
young.  44ie  tenth  was  a -()ii, 
still-born.  The  (devimth  ^^as 
Ja<’ob,  born  Septondxu*  — , 
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ISOl.  lie  iiiaiTiod  Surah  Price 
and  died  August  1,  ISS2.  Tlie 
twelfth  and  last  was  Ahraham, 
horn  Januarv  1,  180o,  He  was 
a badielor  and  died  May  8, 
1852, 

It  was  during  the  time  that 
Samuel  Harley  lived  here  that 
the  road  to  Lederacliville  was 
laid  out  and  opened,  but  in 
what  year  we  can  not  say.  The 
road  b'elow  Hai'levsville  leadino; 
over  toward  Souderton,  from 
the  North  A'ales  road  to  the  Al- 
lentown road  was  laid  out  in 
182)2.  Put  the  road  al)ove  Har- 
leysville  leading  fnan  Franconia 
Square  to  Alderfer’s  (now 
GrolFs)  mill,  was  opened  much 
earlier,  and  apparently  was  tiie 
first  cross-road  in  the  township. 

»Samuel  Harley’s  two  sons, 
Samuel  and  Jacob,  were  tnih)i\s 
by  trade  and  worked  in  a room 
on  the  second  story  of  the  taveiai 
where  they  carried  on  the  bu>i- 
nes--  <d  tailo!-ing  ibr  a numb(U‘  of 
years. 

Durini::  that  timo  a man 

named  Stevmis  caiTiod  on  I ho 


business  of  stocking  weaving  in 
an  old  log  house  which  stood 
where  the  present  warehouse  be- 
longing to  the  store  now  stands. 
How  long  Mr.  Stevens  wove 
stockings  in  tliat  old  house  is 
not  known.  Hie  loom  or  ma- 
chine was  worked  by  treadles. 
A few  of  the  oldest  inhctbitanfs 
remcml'er  something  of  it  yet, 
and  as  they  relate  it  to  the 
present  generation  they  seem 
surprised  that  the  manufacture 
of  stockings  was  curried  on  in 
Lower  Salford  at  that  time  al- 
ready, aside  of  those  that  were 
k?dt  hy  hand.  It  is  not  gener- 
ally known  that  stocking  weav- 
ing wc.s  nothing  new  in  this 
township  rd  that  period,  for  at 
least  seventydivn^  yeai’s  before 
stocking  weaving  was  carried  on 
in  Lower  Salford. 

On  Januarv  IDth,  1748. 
Xichol-is  llary,  a stocking 
weaver,  from  Germantown  (r-ma‘ 
u[)  lio:s‘  ami  purchase  1 o(‘  .Injin 
dohnsou  and  IMai-y,  hi^  ^"i^‘^g 
s(‘\-en  and  (me  quarter  aci'o^  of 
land,  on  which  h(‘  built  rh<‘ 
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same  liou>e  in  \vhich  Adam 
Fisher  now  lives,  where  he 
wove  stockings  a long  time,  and 
died  there  in  177-3,  leaving  a 
widow,  whose  name  was  Mary, 
and  two  sons  named  Henry  and 
John. 

AVhether  he  wove  stockings 
in  the  house  or  whether  he  built 
that  old  sliop  which  stands  there 
is  not  known.  The  house  at 
first  was  only  one  story  higli, 
and  was  l;)uilt  of  planks  and 
weather  boarded.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  this  century  the  second 
story  was  built  on  it  and  (.tlier 
improvements  were  made.  It 
is  the  ohlest  house  in  the 
township. 

What  afterward  bec[ime  of  his 
stocking  locan  is  not  kmuvvn,  but 
it  is  probable  that  it  was  the  same 
old  loom  winch  Mr.  Stevens  had 
in  use  in  Iltudey's  shop.  Some 
time  after  stucking  weaving  in 
that  old  sho]^  was  abandoned,  it 
was  occupied  by  (do.  “Fetty*’ 
Dehaven,  though  she  did  nut 
die  there. 

This  brii'gs  ns  down  to  the 
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time  of  r>r.  Charles  Fronouelct, 
who  located  himself  lie  re  in 
1S29,  and  was  cpiite  successful 
in  obtaining  a large  practice. 
He  was  a -Irong  anti-slaverv 
man  who  sheltered  and  jv^slsted 
the  poor  Virginia  fugitives  who 
came  here  b}'  the  ‘-underground 
railroaal.” 

A fugitive  by  the  name  of 
“Jim”  Tliaunton  found  refuge 
here  several  years.  He  was 
employed  on  the  fiirm  and  at- 
tended the  Doctor’s  horses. 
During  the  time  that  he  was 
liere  he  sought  liim<elf  a dusky 
mate,  and  they  then  lived  in  the 
old  shop  yet  two  or  three  jx'ars. 
But  when  the  slavery  question 
grew  so  hot  that  the  fugitive 
slavelaw  was  passed,  it  was  con- 
sidered unsafe  forhimto  remain 
here  aii\'  longer.  He  cons(^- 
(^piently  took  his  wife  and  child 
and  the  things  which  he  heal  on 
a wagon  drawn  by  one  horse, 
andcmigrated  to(  3mad:i.  ••Jim” 
was  a kind  daikey  and  reecuvcd 
kindness  in  n.durn  iVom  tla^ 
iieighboias  who  gav(‘  him  souk' 
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assistance  un  liis  joiiniey. 

THE  STOKE. 

It  was  perliaps  al)ont  the  year 
18a0,  when  Samuel  Harley’s 
wile  was  dead  and  he  was  old 
that  he  ti'ansferred  the  store  to 
Ids  son,  Jacob  Harley.  It  was 
otdy  a small  aflair  kept  in  a side 
room  ()[*  the  tavern,  and  was  by 
no  means  an  as>ortment  of  mer- 
(iliandise  as  are  in  the  stores  ol 
the  present  day.  But  Jacob  S. 
Harley  did  not  continue  in  the 
store  ])usiness  many  years  l)e- 
tore  he  wanted  more  room  and 
more  ^oods  'to  sell.  A few 
years  later  iie  sold  Ids  store  to 
liis  brother,  Ahrah.am,  and  yo- 
ine,"  o\'er  to  Francoida  S([uare  he 
opened  a store  there.  At  the 
samt^  time  lie  took  in  his  nc‘[)hew, 
Samuel  II.  ('assel,  for  his  clerk. 

Soon  alter  Abraham  Harley 
and  his  sister,  Batharine,  had 
pui'chasefl  tla^ii'  lather’s  primd- 
s('s  Ahi'aiiam  huilr  a store' hoi:s(' 
wIku’c  Manas^  ( ’'I'UiK-ns'  house' 
now  stands,  and  Jonas  (;.  C,od- 
shall  took  tlie  store  into  that  ik'w 
hiiildin,e' ahont  tia'  \'e:ii’  lS:hh 
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But  alter  keeping  the  store 
aKait  three  years  he  sold  out  to 
Daniel  Moyer.  About  the  year 
1 841  Mr.  Moyer  sold  out  to 
Jacob  S.  Harley  and  Samuel  II. 
Cassel,  hut  in  1842  Mr.  Harley 
sold  out  his  share  to  Mr.  Cassel. 
The  former  then  went  down  to 
Franconia\'iile,  in  the  ‘‘Seven 
Hundred”  as  it  was  then  called, 
and  opened  a store  there.  By 
this  time  Dr,  Fronefield  owned 
the  propel  ty  and  in  1848  Mr. 
Bassel  jiurchased  the  store  stand 
with  live  acres  and  forty-eight 
pen'hes  ol  land  IV-orn  the  Doctor, 
h)r  SI 500. 

After  owning  tim  store  about 
* a yi'ar  he,  with  the  assistance 
of  Di'.  Fronelield  and  others, 
got  the  jiost  olfici',  and  Mr.  Cas- 
sel was  appointed  postmaster, 
which  olli(*o  h«'  held  fourteen 
ye.ars.  oi’  undl  April,  1858.  In 
1848  he  hidlt  the  .<tore  lanise  at 
the  c.onu'r  and  in  1 850  took  in« 
Jessr;  \.  He<Al('i‘  as  his  cUuA. 
Ills  former  ck'rk  was  (leoiye 
Miller. 

Farly  In  tia*  s[>ring  of  1S51 
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Jomis  D-  Move}’,  now  of  Dublin, 
Bucks  county,  was  taken  in  as 
partner,  and  the  finn  took  the 
name  of  Moyer  & Cassel,  which 
was  continued  three  years,  and 
in  January,  1854,  Jesse  Y. 
Heckler  was  admitted  as  a third 
partner.  The  capital  invested 
at  that  time  was  $GG0U.  That 
firm  continued  eii:i‘ht  rears,  or 
until  1858,  when  Jonas  D. 
Mo}  er  purchased  the  store  at 
Line  Lexington,  and  Samuel  H. 
Cassel  retired.  William  11. 
Tys(m  purchased  the  store 
property  and  the  firm  took  tlie 
name  of  Heckler  & Tyson  Mr. 
7'yson  was  tlien  appointed  post- 
master. Benjamin  K.  Johnson, 
now  Or.  B K.  Johnson,  of  Nor- 
ristown, was  admitted  as  clerk. 
They  also  took  in  Jonas  M. 
Kulp  as  clerk,  and  when  Mr. 
Johson  went  to  study  medicine 
they  took  in  Simeon  P.  Moyer 
as  clerk.  This  firm  continued 
three  }'oars,  or  until  ISGl,  when 
IMr.  llecklei*  went  into  the  to- 
bacco business,  and  Mr.  Tyson 
continued  in  the  store  business 


three  years  longer. 

Mr.  Cassel  after  retiring  could 
not  be  idle,  and  then  commenced 
a Hour  and  feed  store,  whi<di  he 
continued  until  18G1,  when  he 
commenced  the  hardware  store 
by  separating  it  from  Mr. 
4’yson’s  store,  by  mutual  agree- 
ment, as  It  was  mor:  than  Mr. 
Tyson  and  his  men  could  well 
attend  to.  It  was  the  same 
store  that  is  now  owned  by 
Moyer  &Gehman.  In  March  18G4 
Tyson  sold  his  stock  and  premi- 
ses to  Simeon  P.  Moyer  and  his 
brother,  William,  and  the  firm 
took  the  name  of  Mo}  er  k Bro. 
They  then  took  in  Jonas  M. 
Cassel  as  clerk,  and  as  William 
P.  Moyer  was  a horse  dealer  he 
did  not  interest  himself  much  in 
the  store  and  after  some  time 
Daniel  P.  Moyer  was  taken  in 
as  clerk  In  the  course  of 
about  four  years  IMoyer  k Bro. 
transferred  the  store  and  prem- 
ises to  Daniel  P.  Mover. 

Al)Out  thi.'i  time  Jenniah 
Shelly  was  one  of  the  clerks, 
and  liiter  on  Henry  P.  Moyer 
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Av^as  a^^o  adrnitttMl  as  clerk, 
but  in  1872  IMr.  Moyer  made  an 
assignment  for  the  benefit  of  Iiis 
creditors  to  Solomon  Snyder. 
After  the  store  was  sold  out 
the  ])ro[)erty  wa^^  |)urcl]a-ed  i)V 
Enos  L.  ivoseidunger.  wliotoidv 
possession  in  the  fall  of  1872, 
though  liis  deed  warn  not  granted 
until  ahirch,  1872,.  3Ir.  Eo'en- 
beiyer  to  >k  in  Honry  P.  Moyer 
as  clerk,  who  continue  I there 
several  years  when  lie  witlrlrew 
and  in  comniiny  witli  1 );iniel  (ioli- 
inan  lioueht  the  harnware  st^re 
from  S<nnu  d If.  (dassjl.  Mr, 
Po.^<‘ni)erg(n’  af:  *rw;trd  took  in 
John  W.  (.’’em:n  u'  a<  chu  k. 

S >me  time  in  l'^7‘->  A.  K. 
Ziegler  o'X'ned  a smell  store  in 
what  is  now  ()uin  pie's  dwelling, 
but  iu  1880  he  purchased  the 
store  of  Mr.  lumonherger,  and 
owned  it  until  18k’>.  when  he 
transfiu'red  it  to  Jacob  M.  Price, 
tile  ])r(‘S(Uit  owner. 

Mr.  Zi-'ghu’  r-u.)k  in  Am'r, -nse 
Kaiidonbn>h  and  John  M.  ( 'l<un- 
mer  as  his  clei  lts.  an  1 wh  -n  Mr. 
lhnid(‘nbin]i  wirhdreu  Pieliard 


Keelor  was  admitted.  IVIkui 
the  store  was  transferreil  to 
Mr.  Pr  ice,  the  cleiks,  Clemmer 
and  Keelor,  were  al.so  transfer- 
red or  continued  in  the  “store 
where  they  still  are  at  this 
time. 

ft  will  thus  be  seen  that  many 
changes  have  been  made  at  the 
^tore,  and  that  tlie  owners  did 
not  all  g(‘t  rich  there.  It  may 
well  l)e  said  that  8amuel  H. 
Cass'M  was  the  iiu'.st  ^uccess^ul 
man  that  was  there  ivi  making 
a forOiiie.  lie  w..s  an  active 
and  enterprising  luisioess  man 
and  pei-se\  ering  in  his  purposes. 
The  village  owes  much  to  him 
li)r  its*  ((inner  prosperity  ami 
inpu'ovements. 

DO r TOR  FDONTFICLD. 

Five  \'(‘ars  ahO'r  Ahraliam 
riarley  and  hissi't'ua  ( 'atliaidne. 
lari  piirehas(‘d  their  fiiher's 
premi-es,  and  one  year  aft'crlnA 
(Uritli,  on  Marcli  2,1.  1S!0,  they 
s dd  ah>oiit  i w;mt_\ -fi\ .rua's  of 
tlioii’  Ian  I to  I )r.  ri‘oiu‘!i>  21.  { t 

was  all  tiiat  tract  w hi  h was  >cjvm 
rat(‘d  fVom  the  lic*r2  hv  the  I'oai] 
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loading 'to  Lodora'divlle.  The 
remainder  ufit  was  about  seven 
acres,  and  is  the  same,  inclii<]ing 
those  lots  which  have  been  sold 
olT,  that  still  belongs  to  the  hotel. 

In  I So  7 Dia  Fro  nolle  Id  mar- 
ried Ivosalinda  Richards,  who 
was  hired  at  the  tavern  to  assist 
Catharine  Harley.  After  he 
had  purcha^^ed  the  land  he  hired 
hands  to  farm  it  for  him,  but 
still  had  his  residence  at  the 
hotel,  and  made  use  of  the  old 
buildings  that  were  there.  He 
lived  here  until  IS  tb  when  he 
purchased  the  lot  v.diare  Dr. 
Keeler  now  lives.  It  was  dur- 
ing the  time  thad  he  had  land  to 
farm  that  •alim*'  Tha un ton  wcws 
tlK‘re,  and  ab-'nit  tlie  tinu‘  tlait 
he  had  purchased  the  la.nd  or 
soon  a, iter  that  mi  incident  oc- 
curred theie  which  1 wi’l  relate. 
The  doct(U‘  was  a jolly  fel'ow 
and  was  ft)nd  of  a joke.  Tiiines 
Were  <[uite  dlllercait  there  then 
tVom  what  th  -y  'are  iioW.  Th«.' 
hog  .-table'  r.nd  hen  hoLi.-e  st.a.  1 
near  r.n  old  pe.ar  tree  that  i- 
slid  .-tandiue  n<‘ai’  t!ie  liarn.and 
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tlie-  barn  was  over  (m  Mrs. 
Clemmer’s  lot. 

It  was  about  the  year  IS  11 
when  the  farmers  in  this  \dcin- 
ity  were  much  annoyed  and 
vexed  by  a gang  of  chicki'u 
thieves.  At  a public  sale  in  the 
neighl)orh(sod  wliere  one  of  the' 
suspecte  1 thieves  was,  a number 
of  finners  and  others  were 
quite  loud  in  their  insinuations, 
imprecations  and  d<munciations 
against  the  thief.  Dr.  Frone- 
field,  who  was  a shrewd  man, 
was  also  in  the  crowd  ; but  he 
knew  t'lat  those  finners  did  not 
know  how  to  cat^di  a rat,  and  he 
facetiously  tantali:eal  them  for 
being  so  stingy  v.dth  their  chick- 
ens when  some  i')oor  man  had 
taken  only  a few.  He  would 
not  do  so  and  .^o  if  he  would  lose 
a few  chickens.  Poor  peo[>le 
were  fond  of  chickens,  and  he 
would  not  hurt  a pooi'  man  f>r 
taking  a few.  Ihit  the  doihoi' 
was  cunning,  andi  he  knew  tint 
his  words  wouM  take  better 
than  tlu'  threats  ol*  tht*  larmers 
and  llier'‘for('  pre[)ai‘cd  1‘or  it. 
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That  cn'ciilng  ric*  got  his  gun 
ready  and  stood  it  to  his  bod  ; 
tlien  ho  opened  the  window 
toward  the  hen  lioiise  high 
enonoli  to  have  a lair  aim,  and 
then  wont  to  bed.  Some  time 
in  the  niglit  he  heard  a di.‘>tnr- 
bance  among  his  chickens.  lie 
went  to  the  win  low  with  his 
gun,  aiivl  Watching  {‘or  an  oppor- 
tunity he  saw  the  thiei‘como  out 
of  the  hen  house  with  a i‘ew 
chickens,  and  when  tiui  thieflial 
turned  his  Ijack  toward  him  he 
discharged  the  contents  of  his 
gun  into  the  roar  of  tlie  tle[)re- 
dator  who  droi^pcd  his  chickens 
and  disa[>p»eared.  Up  at  ILir- 
ley’s  Corner  tlioiv  .-toofi  a ,-nrili 
3’ollow  house  which,  for  Ci^rtain 
reasons,  bore  the  aj.pellation  of 
tlie  '-Yellow  Tavern.'’  A man 
who  vulgarly  was  knovii  as 
'Tfevcl  Devil”  liad  his  re.-idcni'e 
there  ad  tliat  time,  and  the  next 
day  alter  the  aforesaid  adven- 
tm-e  h(‘  sent  his  wife  to  the 
doctor  ibr  some  >alve  for  lier 
husband,  Avho,  as  >he  said,  was 
sorelv  beset  with  boils,  ddie 

4/ 


doctor  knew  what  was  the 
matter  and  therefore  prepared 
her  some  ointment  which  he 
knew'  would  not  be  the  last  ot  it. 
The  next  day  she  came  again 
wanting  something  else,  but  he 
toal  her  he  had  given  her  the 
b'ost  he  had,  and  if  that  would 
not  do  lie  w'ould  have  to  see  the 
] atient.  She,  however,  told 
him  not  to  come  unless  he  wais 
sent  f >r.  Diit  it  wais  niat  long 
uniil  they  sent  l*or  him,  and 
when  lie  saw  tlie  wounds  lie  put 
(,n  a long  face  and  w'ondered 
how  such  a thing  had  occured, 
l)ut  he  W'ii-  told  to  tiike  nut  the 
shot  fa'  it  was  his  fault  tlait 
tliey  were  there.  That  wa>  f\m 
foi‘  the  doctor,  and  in  conversa- 
tion afterwua’d  witli  his  frieials 
he  often  chnehlei  o\'er  the 
event. 

Dr.  Kroneheld  w'as  the  fiir-t 
pliysieirm  who  e.>tahlished  him- 
st‘ll'  at  this  p-laee,  where  he  re- 
sided a!  out  niaeteon  \ em's. 
Dot  S'  me  time  mcsr  tlie  (h-atli 
ol‘  his  wile,  w hich  ocem  re<! 
Oeioi -er  It « th.  l^lb.  he  sold  out 
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Ills  practiiv  and  pro|H*rty  t(»  I)i‘. 
llnnry  (ieiyer.  Their  eonvev- 
anee  bears  date  April  1,  1848. 
During  the  time  of  Dr.  Frone- 
f ekTs  residence  here  the  follow- 
ing doctors  studied  medicine 
under  his  instructions,  namely  : 
Drs.  Fleist,  Isett,  Lambert, 
Pol^y,  Ivile,  Hough,  Smith, 
Spare,  Slonaker,  Geiger,  Heekel, 
Mo}  er,  Royer  and  Scholl ; four- 
teen in  number. 

After  selling  out  in  1848  Dr. 
Fronefield  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia where  he,  in  partnership 
with  Dr.  Breinig,  went  into  the 
drug  business.  Much  could  be 
said  of  his  kindness  and  gene- 
rosity as  a man  and  of  his  suc- 
cess as  a physician,  but  we  will 
not  weary  our  readers  with  a 
long  encomium.  He  was  a fre- 
quent contributor  to  the  Aorris- 
town  Herald  and  Free  Press,  of 
both  prose  and  poetry,  and  his 
contributions  were  generally 
Nvell  rerei\  ed.  He  died  in  Ldiil- 
delpliia  .Vugust  G,  18Gd,  in  the’ 
fil'ty -seventh  year  of  his  age. 

During  the  time  of  Dr. 
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Geig(‘r's  residence  here  the  l‘ol- 
lowing  doctors  studied  medicine 
under  his  instructions,  namely  : 
Drs.  Boorse,  Beaver,  R.  K. 
Keeler,  H.  G.  Groff,  Swenk  and 
Hottenstein.  But  after  about 
four  years  he  sold  out  his  prop- 
erty and  practice  to  Dr.  R.  K. 
Keeler,  who  then  took  in  Dr, 
H.  G.  Groff  as  his  partner,  and 
Dr.  Geiger  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Drs.  Keeler  & Groff  com- 
menced their  practice  here  in 
1852  and  have  been  here  since 
then,  now  thirty-four  years, 
they  have  been  quite  successful, 
have  had  a very  extensive  prac- 
tice and  a good  reputation. 
They  frequently  have  calls  to 
meet  other  doctors  at  a distance 
for  consultation  in  critical  cases. 
During  these  thirty-four  years 
the  following  doctors  studied 
under  their  instructions,  namely : 
Drs.  Kurtz,  Shade, Steerly.  Grim, 
Johnson,  (dassel,  Tyson,  J.  G. 
Groff,  S.  R.  Keeler,  l\.  8. 

Keeler,  Y.  Z.  Keelor,  To<ld, 
Bcrndt,  Roulenbush,  Gerhart, 
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llartzcll,  II.  II.  Loux,'  Wile, 
Miller  and  J.  €.  - Groff.  ^ Of 
these  it  is  known  that  Lam- 
bert, Moyer,  Polev,  ^ Geiger, 
Boorse,  Beaver,  Swenk,  Groff 
and  Wile  are  dead.  The  hn<t 
named  died  belore  his  conrse  of 
study  was  fi n ished . • - - n ■ 

■ It  will  thus  bo  seen  that  dur- 
ing these  fifty-eight  years 
forty  doctors  have  studied  med- 
icine in  this  village,  and  some 
of  these  also  have  become  noted 
physicians.  • .m' .n 

In  March  1877  the  practice 
of  Drs.  Keeler  & Groff"  was  so 
extensive  that  they  found  it 
necessary  to  call  to  their  assis- 
tance Dr.  II.  II.  Ilartzel,  who 
then  assisted  them  four  years, 
when  in  1881  they  a.ssociated  in 
their  practice  Dr.  V.  Z.  Keeler, 
who  now  has  much  of  the  bur- 
den 'to  bear,  and  as  the  older 
physiciansu-etire,‘  will  have  still 
more -of  ■tho'  weight  upon  his 
shoulders. 

Ilarleysville  is  well  supplied 
with  doctors;  Dr.  J.  IL  Keeler, 
who  is  a gi'aduated  veterinary 


physician  and  surgeon  from 
-Ontario  Veterinary  College, 
Toronto,  Canada,  also  has  an 
-extensive  practice.  ; ' 

■THE  OLD  TAVEEN  ■ 

Was  a large  two-story  stone 
house,  built  after  the  old  style, 
with  a fii’e-place  in  the  kitchen, 
and  . was  built  by  John  Isaac 
Klein  somewhere  about  the  year 
-1750.  The  sign  post  stood  out 
from  the  end  of  the  house  near 
the  great  road,  and  the  sheds,  a 
long  row  of  them,  stood  over  on 
the  other  corner  where  the  store 
now^  is.  When  Dr.  Fronefield 
had  purcliased  the-  greater  part 
of  the  land  in  1840  lie  rented 
the  house  and  the  remainder  of 
the  land  from  Abraham  and 
Catharine  Harley,  though  they 
both  remained  in  the  family. 
As  the  doctor  did  not  approve 
of  selling  schnajis  he  did  not 
take  out  a license  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  con>equ(mtiy  there 
was  no  license  iield  at  thi'^;  place 
for  about  ten  years,  and  no 
liqiim-*  was  sold.  When  Dr. 
Fronelield  moved'  over  on  tlie 


HISTORY  or.  HARLEYSVILLE. 


^>3 


lot  now  owned  by  Dr.  Keeler, 
Catharine  Ha  Key,  who:  was  so 
much  attfiched  Ho  the  doctor’s 
wife,  moved  alone:  witle  them 
and  remained  in  the  himily  un- 
til Prone  field  moved  to  Phila- 
delphia. On  April  1,  1817, 
Abraham  Harley,-  who  then 
owned  the^  old-  house  and  lot 
containing’  seven  acres  of  land, 
alone,  sold  the  same  to  John 
Williams,  who  was  a brother- 
in-law  to  Dr.  Fronefield,  but 
one  \ear  later,  April  8,  1848, 
John  Williams  and  Rebecca,  his 
wife,  sold  the  said  premises  to 
James  Price,  for  $1G00. 

Mr.  Price,  who  was  then  a 
single  man,  took  down  the  old 
hou.^e  and  built  a new  one  on 
the  same  site.  Though  at  first 
it  was  only  two  stories  high, 
but  several  years  later  he  Imilt 
a thinl  story  on  it,  as  it  now  is. 
He  also  made  other  changes  and 
improvements  by  building  the 
sheds  over  where  they  now  are, 
that  the  place  was  greatly 
changed  and  improved  aial  for 
all  that  ha<l  a much  better  ap- 


pearance. ' ' - 

AVhen  the  new  hotel  was  fin- 
ished Cornelius  Bergey  moved 
into'  it,  and  next-  spring — in 
1849,  a license  was  obtained. 
But  then  Mr.  Price,  wdio  was 
awuike  to  his  own  interest,  that 
same-  year  sought-  himself  a 
wife  and  occupied  his  hotel  him- 
self The  year  following.  He 
0 v\  n G d t h 8 p re  mi  se  s fi  ft  e e n y e a_r  s 
and  did  much  business.  He  was 
an  active,  enterprising  business 
man,’ and,  during  the  time  he 
was  here,  opened  a flour  and 
feed  store  on  the  second  story  of 
one  of  the  sheds.  During  the 
time  he  was  here  a number  of 
other  buildings  were  put  up, 
and  the  place  took  the  appear- 
ance of  a village.  On  April  6, 
48Go,  he  and  his  wife  Magda- 
lena, conveyed  this  property, 
along  with  two.  otiier  small 
tracts  of  land,  to  Jacob  C.  Klein, 
for  §7 5 no.  i: 

Mr,  Klein  and  his  son,  .T;u‘ob, 
did  a-  considerable  business  here 
by  ket'[)ing  a Hour  and  feed 
stoi'e  ]‘esides  the  hotel.  Seven 
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vear<  tlu‘V  owikmI  the  property 
a.iul  in  that  while  added  yet 
several  more  small  tracts  offand 
to  it,  embracing  m all  eighteen 
acres  or  more.  On  March  29th, 
1870,  Jacob  C.  Klein  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  transferred  the 
hotel  and  six  tracts  of  land  to 
their  son  Jacob  W.  Klein,  for 
§10,000.  The  latter  and  his 
wife  immediately  conveyed  the 
hotel  and  three  tracts  of  land  to 
George  Swartz,  fm*  sSOOO. 

It  was  about  this  time  that 
Jacob  C.  Clemens  took  the  tiour 
Tind  feed  store  on  himself  and 
built  the  feed  house  that  now 
contains  it.  After  owning  this 
property  three  years  Mr.  Swartz 
and  his  wife,  Annie,  sold  the 
same,  embracing  ten  acres  and 
sixty-seven  perches  of  land,  to 
Frederick  Hodum,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  for  Sll,700.  Mr. 
Iloduin  owned  the  property 
nine  years,  though  he  himself 
difl  not  occupy  it  over  six  years. 
The  remainder  of  the  time  it 
was  occupied  by  Fraid<  Snyder. 
On  March  24,  1882,  Mr.  Hodum 


anil  his  wife,  IMai-y,  (‘onveycd 
the  premises  to  John  J.  Ih-oxd, 
for  Sll,d0O.  The  latter  owned 
it  two  \*ears  wdien  he  and  his 
wife,  xVnnie,  sold  the  same  to 
William  B.  Steinmetz,  of  Sum- 
neytown,  for  $13,000,  on  April 
3,  1884.  Mr.  Steinmetz  and 
wife  then  sold  the  same  to  A. 
K.  Ziegler,  the  present  owner, 
January  1,  1885,  for  the  same 
sum. 

SEVERAL  no  USES. 

IMiere  Daniel  Clemmer’s 
shoe  stoi-e  is  formerly  stood  a 
weather  l)oarded  frame  dwelling, 
as  many  of  us  recollect.  Part 
ot  that  house  was  built  bv  Abra- 
ham  Harley  for  a,  wheelwright 
shop  about  the  3'ear  181:2,  and 
\bi!entine  Anderson  c.irrieil  on 
the  busine.-s  of  wheelwrighting 
in  it,  and  had  his  home  in  the 
familv'  of  Samuel  II.  Cas>el,  but 
aft(‘r  a \'ear  or  two  his  sister. 
Catharine,  the  first  wife  of  Mr. 
(Jassek  died,  and  he  cIo><*d  u[) 
his  wheelwi  ighting  at  that  place 
when  tli(‘  sho[)  stood  empt\’  ;i 
veai*  or  two.  But  tlam  Dr. 
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Fronetield  iLirnoil  it.  into  a 
dwelliiio:  and  S.  H.  CVssLd  })U'!t 
a blacksmlt’ii  shop  on  the  othei* 
side  jr*:  oppod:?.  That  new 
dwelUni:'  then  heca.ne  the  resi- 
d'nice  of  the  tdr  -ksinitli.  But 
when  Dr.  Fronetield  .^old  h’s 
other  property  to  Dr  Geiger  lie 
so  hi  that  property  also,  but  sep- 
arately, and  Gal)riel  Klein,  ot‘ 
Franconia,  was  the  purchaser. 
Dr.  Krone. ield  a'so  built  a sivible 
on  the  lot  red  the  blacksniitli 
kept  a cow.  But  as  there  w is 
M U'cely  rco  u enough  on  the  lot 
tor  a srnad  gardmi  and  a st  ible, 
he  built  it  out  liaetl  against  the 
publie  road.  This  stable  then 
wa.s  an  eye-sore  to  the  people  of 
the  vi'lage.  a ' t:i(*y  sew  otlun* 
new huhd’ugs a -’i -e  and  i mprove- 
ineiits  1 oiug  made  along  t!ic 
■Vont  on  1 .)th  side'  oi‘ tlie  roa^l. 
and  yet  the  old  stable  stood 
there  uuth  about  tiie  year  1S04, 
when  the  • \ elaeers  ariv-e  oiu‘ 
luondii^^  the\  '.ov  the 'dd  >:  a hie 
lying  pros' rate  on  tiie  ground  in 
an  irropar;d)le  condition.  On  iu- 
\'cstigation  it  ap['ear<*d  t'aat 
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Judge  Lynch  liad  visited  the 
village  during  the  night  and  liad 
.'orved  an  execution  agadnst  it. 
Soon  after  Gabriel  Klein  hecaine 
the  owner  of  the  lot  he  built  an 
addition  to  the  house  anti  it  was 
then  occii])ied  by  two  small 
faouiilies.  But  after  his  death 
in  ISGG  it  was  purchased  by 
Ma'gv  Moyer,  but  eight  yeai’s 
later,  adter  her  demise,  it  was 
purchased  by  William  U.  Tyson, 
in  1874.  lie  made  pi'cparations 
to  build  a new  house  there  the 
next  spring,  hut  h^efore  the  time 
for  biulding  came,  in  March 
187d.  he  tiled.  The  lot  wa-s 
then  sold  again,  and  John  II. 
Moyer,  Mr.  Tyst)n’s  son-in-law, 
bought  it  and  built  that  house 
ill  187*3. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  give  a 
sketch  of  each  house  in  llarleys- 
^ ille.  hut  b.'cau-se  the  I'oriiitu'  ha.s 
a history  [ have  done  so,  and 
tli!‘  o!v.‘  l‘ollowi’-ig  1 will  givt' 
\ei‘y  hrielly.  lu  .Mart^li,  1847, 
Ahrahaiu  II.  Gassel  })urchased 
of  Dr.  Fronelield  the  lot  which 
now  hehmgs  to  Mrs.  (’Irmimu*, 
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on  which,  at  that  time,  stood  a 
wagon  house  and  large  corn  crib. 
Mr.  Cassel  dug  a cellar  there 
and  when  it  was  walled  out  he 
put  the  frame  of  the  wagon 
house  over  the  cellar  and  turned 
it  into  a dwelling.  This  was 
then  the  filth  house  in  Harleys- 
ville.  A year  later,  April  1, 
1848,  he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
sold  their  lot  to  Joseph  Moyer. 
Still  a year  later,  April  2,  1840, 
Mr  Moyer  and  his  wife,  Sarah, 
sold  the  same  lot  containing 
three  acres  of  land  to  John 
Williams,  for  $700.  Mr.  Will- 
iams and  his  wife,  after  owning 
it  a short  time,  sold  it  to  Coi*- 
nelius  Bergey,  who  built  an  ad- 
dition to  the  house.  He  and 
his  wife,  after  residing,  there 
several  years,  transferred  it  to 
Joseph  Freed,  of  Franconia,  who 
soon  afterward  sold  it  to  T(d)ias 
Clemrner-.  On  Jidy  13.  187G, 
their  barn  v/as  struck  by  light- 
ning anil  burnt  away.  At  the 
same  time  Mathias  Brice's  barn, 
at  indiau  creek  also  tairnt  away 
from  the  electric  element,  and 


the  same  year  Mr.  Clemrner 
built  the  brick  house  which  is 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
widow.  The  barn  was  adso  re- 
built the  same  summer. 

THE  POST  OFFICE. 

When  the  post  office  was 
opened  in  Harleysville  and  for 
some  time  thereafter  the  mail 
accommodations  were  very  poor 
and  the  mail  matter  was  scarce. 
Before  this  olfice  was  opened 
the  Ettingers,  who  resided  at 
what  is  now  Meehan icsvdle,  in 
Fpper  Salford,  had  a contract 
to  carry  the  mail  from  Sumney- 
town  by  way  of  Schwenks ville 
to  Trappe  and  back  again  to 
Sumneytown  every  IVednesday 
and  on  Thursda}’  they  carried  it 
over  to  George  Bilger's  whose 
residence  was  near  the  Indian 
C r ee  k c h u r c 1 ! , 1 n F r a n cn  n i a t o ’an  1 - 
ship  and  back. again  toSiunney- 
town.  And  when  the  Harleys- 
ville])c.^t  (Tice  wasopiuicfl  intlie 
beginning  of  tiie  year  b^ll,  the 
mail  bag  was  brought  lie  re  aiti-r 
ithadbei  nat  Bilger’s.  Butabout 
this  timeo!’  >oon  alter  there  was 
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a poot  oifice  obtained  in  Tj’le re- 
port, and  the  one  at  Bilger'.^  was 
removed  to  Franconia  Square. 

A friend  writes  that  in  1850 
they  had  only  two  mail  visits  in 
Harlej'sville  per  week.  The 
one  route  has  already  been  de- 
scribed as  the  one  from  Sumney- 
town  to  Tylersport,  Franconia 
Square  and  Harleysville  to  Sum- 
neytown  every  Thursday  of  e;ich 
week.  The  other  route  was 
merely  an  accommodation  of  5Ir. 
Leob,  ot  Doylestown,  who,  at 
that  time,  had  a large  circula- 
tion of  his  Morg-enstern  tlirou2;h 
this  district.  He  had  a contract 
to  carry  the  mail  from  Doyles- 
town  by  way  of  Kulpsvilie  an<l 
Skippackviile to Trappe and  back 
again.  He  paid  his  mail  carrier 
extra  to  go  from  Kulpsvilie  by 
way  of  Harleysville  tOvSkippack- 
viile  every  week  to  accommo- 
datelns  subscril»ers  intlus  neia'h- 
Inaliood  ’vith  his  paper  an<l 
otic  r ncd:  matter. 

The  mails  at  th.-it  time  were 
carried  by  !)ovs  on  liorsebgck. 
But  a few  years  later,  in  1852 


or  1853,  the  route  was  changed 
and  Ettingers  received  a new 
contract. 

This  route  commenced  at 
Sumneytown  by  way  of  Tylers- 
port, Franconia,  Harleysville, 
-•Schwenksville andTra]>pe  every 
Wednesday  and  return  by  the 
same  route  on  Thursday.  This 
route  continued  in  this  way  un- 
til 1850  or  later,  when  the  route 
was  changed  going  from  Sum- 
neytown  to  Gwynedd  and  back 
again,  at  first  twice  a week,  if  I 
mistake  not,  for  several  years, 
until  we  obtained  a daily  mail 
from  Harleysville  to  North 
Wales  and  back, until  about  IS 7.0 
when  it  was  changed  to  start  at 
North  IValos  going  to  Harlevs- 
ville  and  bade  evei’v  day.  This 
up  and  d(wvn  route  was  carried 
by  the  stage-  about  fourteen 
vears. 

We  will  now  have  something 
to  i'-ay  about 

STAUHS  AND  STAUK  UNKS. 

The  .Stages  in  those  days  were 
a great  accommodation  to  trav- 
elei’s  and  a paying  business  to 
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their  ownte's.  They  mostly 
bouiilit  cliean  horses,  such  as 
had  been  spoiled  and  put  tliem 
into  the  stnge  team  : going  there 
a few  months  made  them  tame 
enough,  and  therefore  the  ex- 
pense was  not  so  great  as  if  bet- 
ter horses  had  been  used.  Before 
the  North  Penn  railroad  was 
built  this  country  was  nFl  of 
stage  routes,  and  two  I'outes 
run  through  ilarlevsville. 

Samuel  Ilai  tranu,  of  Norris- 
town, father  of  ex-governor 
He.rtraiift,  owned  tno  lines,  one 
from  Norristown  by  way  of 
Centre  Sf|uaiv,  Skippeckviile, 
Lederachville  and  Sumneytown 
to  Allentown  ; the  otlier  from 
Norristown  by  way  of  Perkio- 
men  Bridge,  now  Coll  gev: lie, 
up  the  Perkiomen  tliroimli 
Schwenksyl’le,  Ziegitu'svi’le, 
Green  kmc,  Pennsbmg.e.nd  { [(U'e- 
Ibrd  to  Fogebviile,  in  Leh*e:h 
county,  jfoth  - 

I'ied  tliC  mall. 

Idiey  start -t1  at  Fc  mk^vfle 
and  Allentown  soom  a dor  mid- 
night and  Come  down  to  Xoiri-- 


t')Wii  on  Mondav  about  eleven 
o’cl(;ck  a,  m.,  and  returned  tlie 
nexr  day. 

Both  these  lines  were  nri  le 
to  accommodoio  each  oth<^r  be- 
tween Suuineyrown  and  Green- 
lane  ]>y  an  express  wr.gon  whieh 
earned  the  ma*!  and  ]ri<senger\s 
between  the  two  places.  Both 
\v'ent  the  s;ime  wa\'  on  tne  same 
day  and  re  tinned  the  next  day. 
There  was  another  line  whieh 
was  run  only  with  two  horses 
ownert  by  saniuel  Ida  : t ran  ft  and 
Miohard  Boyer,  of  Norristown. 
This  line  C(mimen<o‘d  in  Steitn- 
burg.  Lowwn*  Milfoi'd  township, 
Bucks  county,  by  way  o(  T \dcrs- 
port,  Franconia  8<[iia  e,  Ifar- 
Icysville  and  Ledcraciiville, 
wlicre  it  coimect(ni  witli  the 
other  line  going  tv)  Norristown, 
but  thi.s  line  did  not  eanw  an\' 
mail.  And  this  st.ige  bad  oni\' 
two  hors(‘s  and  was  d A'\)n(in_ 
iied  soon  alter  tin*  North  Penn, 
rvdiko  I wasliuin.  But  we  will 
now  (k  -'crihe  the  main  line  . nn- 
idua  tnrough  I Iarleys\  llle  tor  ,i 
]K‘riod  ofover  twenty  years.  'Die 
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first  stage  which  run  up  and 
down  the  turnpike  through 
Karleysvilie  was  owned  by 
William  Price,  of  ^Montgomery 
Square.  It  was  a two-horse 
stage  and  commenced  running 
October  1,  1851,  three  years 
after  the  turnpike  was  comple- 
ted. It  started  in  Sumneytown 
in  the  morning  and  run  down  to 
AcufF’s  tavern,  on  the  State 
road,  where  it  connected  with  a 
line  running  from  Doylestown 
to  Norristown,  and  returned  in 
the  evening.  This  line  contin- 
ued  in  the  hands  of  the  same 
proprietor  until  April  1,  1S5G, 
when  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
James  Fitzgerald,  who  owned  it 
until  March  7,  1859.  It  was 
during  the  time  that  he  was 
proprietor  that  the  mail  route 
was  changed,  going  from  Sum- 
neytown to  Gw\uiedd,  and  the 
stage  carried  the  mail.  But  the 
two-horse  stage  in  the  mean- 
time had  developed  into  a Ibur- 
iiorse  stage.  But  Mr.  Fitzger- 
ald then  sold  out  to  J.icob  O. 
Ikergey,  who  then  owned  tlie 


line  until  April  17,  18G0,  a little 
over  a year,  when  he  sold  out  to 
Moyer  & Hartzel,  of  Branch- 
ville. 

This  firm  or  company  owned 
the  line  over  ten  years,  or  from 
April  17,  18G0,  to  December  20, 
1870.  Soon  after  the  railroad 
was  finished  the  stage  route  from 
Allentown  to  Norristown  was 
discontinued,  and  the  one  from 
Fogelsville  to  Norristown  also, 
for  about  that  time  the  railroad 
from  reading  to  Allentown  was 
built.  But  the  stage  route 
from  North  Wales  to  Sumney- 
town was  extended  up  to 
Treichlersville,in  Berks  county. 
I presume  the  line  from  lien- 
town  to  Norristown  was  discon- 
tinued about  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1858,  and  I know  that 
this  date  is  nearly  correc*!. 

Moyer  N Ilartzell  had  a large 
omnibus  on  the  road  with  a 
seating  ca}>acity  of  twenty-eight 
pa.sseiigers  which  was  drawn  by 
five  horses,  two  at  the  tongue 
and  three  abreast  in  front,  when 
the  stage  was  litei’ally  packed 
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fa II  of  passeiiLrers  and 

on  the  top.  The  coach  was  a 
ponderous  c ir  superldy  painted 
and  ]n<)iuited  on  heavy  wheels. 
On  a calm  iVostv  inorniipL;’,  or 
when  tlie  wind  was  from  the 
nortliwest,  the  st,i_e.e  could  he 
lieard  cominy.  thunderimr  along 
when  it  was  yet  a mile  otF. 

'■Like  -omo  ti!  r-v  e.nn‘i;'r  from  afar 

( )n  t)lckci  luu  -\\  lu.L  l^'  a ml  lul.un  lii  shii  rar." 

But  as  soon  as  the  Perkiomeii 
railroa^l  was  hiiiit  and  the  cars 
run  u[)  as^far  as  Givenlane  or 
Pennsburg  the  st;ige  hai.-iness 
was  spoiled.  Then  it  seemed 
as  if  the  Titan>  were  aroused 
from  sluml'ei’,  ;ind  came  forth 
to  put  the  giant  Steam  into  har- 
nes  to 

■•Fi- j.-f'  tko  ]). 'n-.l-  nms  iv!!.  cl 
Wita  a tl‘,ry  \vhk-anLr  ror-'ic.it. 

■ I,:kc  t':v  t <rar  lit  la  ;);-!. 

Y '.e  T’a-  ' r::'l  c'.  • \’ul  ::i 

i«l  ila,  i<'y  (a  • 

There  is  no  way  of  tra vtfing, 
eitlier  ancient  or  modleru,  Tiiat 
will  compare  to  a locomoti\-('  or 
a sti'ing  of  cars  (!u  a railroad. 

d lie  fabled  coaeaies  of  th(‘ 
gods  of  My tholngv  were  only 
imaglnai’y.  The  (diariot  id  Mai's 
in  wliiidi  lie  wmit  fatli  tiibatlle 


Y'as  only  a mvtii.  The  car  (d" 
Aurora  drawn  by  four  liorses 
alnvast  on  which  she  vrent  forth 
every  morning'  heralding  the 
the  dawn,  \vas  not  a reality. 
l>ut  at  this  aTvaiu'ed  age  of 
ci\diization,  in  this  nineteenth 
century,  a train  (d‘c:;rs  (*arrying 
several  hnu'lred  pas.-engers  at 
the  ’kite  of  tiiirty  miles  an  hour 
is  a Ideality  than  can  not  l-e 
deniel.  The  ancients  traveled 
on  horses,  on  camels  and  on 
dromedaries.and  conveyed  tlieir 
merchandise  on  the  backs  of 
those  animals  and  Y cre  sanisfied. 
But  now  we  have  the  iron  horse 
to  go  snorting  aii'l  tliumhn  ing 
along  as  far  in  (.ne  hour  as  tlrn* 
went  in.  a day.  They  built  im- 
UK'u.-e  tern  nil's  f(,T  tlie  ^^  ()r''Ilip 
of  tk.ir  (bids.  '•Pikarel  idles 
and  the  eternal  pyrami  Is.*'  hnt 
to  ehisel  a hole  thronah 
miamtain  to  drive  thi’onaii  with 
< heii' I'hariots  the\'  neViU- d rea in- 
ed  of.  So  mneh  are  wo  ahead 
ol‘  tlie  anoients. 

Kinas  and  jirini'es.  geneiads 
and  areal  nuuMhen  hadehaiiofs. 
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>01110  were  iirrle  of  iron  an  1 
.some  of  wood,  ^lorgeoiisly  (leeo- 
rated  and  ornamented  with 
moiintin;r.s  of  yold  and  .silver, 
])Lit  tliey  were  iieav\',  clnm.sy 
tliin^ys,  wliicii  were  drawn  f>y 
lior.^e.s,  and  were  little  ijetter 
tlian  our  modern  carts  without 
.'^[irinu’s  to  jolt  one  around. 
They  were  u.^^ed  more  in  war 
than  for  tnn  eling  pui’pose.s. 

When  it  became  known  that 
Moyer  vk  Ilartzell  would  discon- 
tinue their  stage  the  people 
all  along  the  line  were  very  re- 
luctant to  relinquish  tins  con- 
venient mode  of  travel.  The 
people  all  hal  become  .^o  accus- 
tonuel  to  it  in  those  twenty 
years  that  they  con.^'idered  it  a 
iieces*<ity  to  have  a stage  on  the 
[uke.  Then  a number  of  citi- 
zens, business  men  and  men 
wiidi  (i.ir)ilal  formal  a slock 
couqi.iny  and  elected  managers, 
who  run  a >t  ee  from  lli’anch- 
vdle  to  X'lrtli  wedes  ;'ud  bask 
<lail\-,  fi-om  i)eceiid  er  l!lL  1S70, 
to  Fc'bi uary  111,  1S72,  <a  little 
ovci-  a year,  when  the  uniler- 


taken  proj('ct  of  running  a str.ge 
was  ah'.  ndoned  with  consider- 
able loss.  As  this  line  was  a 
conij.'any  a (fair  it  was  called 
••The  Peoples’  line.”  FVom 
that  day  on  for  some  time  Jacob 
Porer,  of  North  \\  ales,  carried 
the  mad  b..ck  and  forth  between 
the  two  places  in  an  old  fish 
wagon.  Hut  after  a while  the 
old  fish  wagon  was  exchanged 
for  a more  convenient  carriage. 
It  has  been  carried  in  some  kind 
of  a vehicle  ever  since. 

The  generad  mode  ot  travel 
Ifas  changed  wonderfully  in  tlie 
last  fifty  years.  A half  century 
a.gu  there  were  very  few  light 
carriages  to  be  seen.  Elliptic 
spi-ings  ^v'ere  not  in  u.<e,  but  a 
few  one-hoi-e  wagons,  covered 
with  home>[)nn  linen  or  white 
luu.slin,  ov\  n d by  smadd  farmers, 
w(U’e  ({(‘(a.-ioii 'dy  seen.  Some 
of  the  wealthier  families  had 
gig-  covered  with  leadier  in 
which  they  went  out.  hut  the 
general  iiUidte  ot  tra^'e!  at  th.at 
tiiiK'  was  on  hoi-si'hack.  E(H* 
<*ouv('\  inn  pi  oduciouid  merehaii- 
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disc  heavy  teams  were  used.  In  and  te;e|>hones  were  unknown 


the  forepart  of  the  w'eek  long 
strings  oT teams  wdth  covers  pro- 
jecting in  front  and  rear, 
driven  by  four  or  six  horses 
from  Maxatawny,  Macungy, 
Butterthal.  Kosensack  and  other 
places  could  be  seen  going  down 
the  road  here  to  Philadelphia 
and  retnrnino'  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  week,  wdien  Harleysville 
was  yet  in  its  infancy.  In  tliose 
days  immense  rpiantities  of 
powder  were  manufactured 
along  the  Swamp  creek,  wliich 
was  conveyed  on  heavy  tf^anrs 
over  this  road  to  Philadelphia.. 
But  by  this  time  about  the  last 
powder  mill  has  been  I)lown  up. 
Besides,  in  those  days,  there 
were  many  oil  mills  along  the 
Perkiomen  and  her  branches, 
which  produced  large  quantities 
of  linseed  oil  and  nut  oil,  which 
was  conveyed  to  market  in  bar- 
rels on  liea\y  teams  over  t'ds 
road.  But  now  no  llax  is  raid'd 
a lid  no  oil  is  made  there.  Every- 
thing has  changed  wondeidiilly 
in  diis.  while.  Them  toli^graphs 


and  railroads  were  only  begin- 
ning to  be  built. 

HARLEYSVILLE 

Has  always  been  an  active  busi- 
ness place,  owing  much  to  the 
large  store  bu.'^iness  which  was 
brought  here  by  IMr.  Cassel,  to 
its  extensive  practice  of  its 
physiciams,  which  was  estab- 
lished by  Dr.  Fronefield,  and  to 
the  nianuiacture  of  clothing  for 
the  Pliiladelpliia  markets  which 
was  commenced  by  John  Binder. 
The  population  in  1S80  was  22G 
and  the  village  ikjw  contains 
f;rty-five  dwelling  houses  be- 
sides a school  house,  a lar«’e 
creamery  building,  a tlour  and 
feed  store,  several  warehouses 
and  numerous  siiops,  a large 
hall,  sheds,  barns  and  stables. 

The  creamery  is  a large 
faiilding  t\vo  r^tiiries  high  alivive 
the  basement  with  an  ice  house 
near  !*y  wiih  conveniencies  for 
storing  away  ice.  ]r  was  built 
by  a j<dnt  stenk  (‘onpiiny  in 
PSSl,  aiivl  was  M>ld  to  layman 
Bosenl'crger,  who  was  one  ot 
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.stockholders,  lor  §o000,in  1884. 
It  is  ]iow  owned  and  operated 
very  successfidly  by  Mr.  Kosen- 
berger.  The  daily  receipts  of 
milk  are  generally  about  10,000 
pounds.  On  the  upper  story 
the  manufacture  of  stockings  is 
carried  on  by  Clemens  cC  Rosen- 
beroer.  The  general  store  of 
the  village  is  run  Ipv  d.  Price 
and  the  hardware  store  by 
Moyer  & Gehnian.  The  flour 
and  feed  store  belongs  to  Manass 
Clemens,  the  .shoe  store  to 
Daniel  Cleinmer  and  the  stoves 
and  tinware  to  II.  D.  Wolford. 
The  hotel  is  run  by  "mine 
iiost,”  A.  K.  Ziegler,  the  bakery 
by  Ambrose  Randenbusli.  while 
Rev.  Henry  S.  Bower  sells 
clocks,  watches  and  jewelry. 
Rphraim  Cassel  is  the  undertak- 
er,,who  buries  the  dead  for  miiny 
miles  ar.>nnd.  J.  B.  Binder 
and  II.  B.  Sliisler,  with  their 
hnnds  at  work,  build  ami  repair 
carriages,  while  Uenben  Cress- 
man,  tlie  ])lacksnrith,  with  his 
men  at  work  does  the  ironiiig 
and  horse  shoeing. 


r>3 

Setving  machines  are  soM  and 
repaired  l>y  A.  Qninque,  while 
S.  E.  Berlin  makes  gentlemenV 
clothing  for  his  customers. 
Two  extensive  clothing  manu- 
factories, one  by  John  Egolf  and 
the  other  In*  Hauck  & Atkinson, 
successor  to  S.  B.  Binder, 
produce  an  immense  amount  of 
cloth i!)g  for  the  Philadelphia 
markets. 

In  188b  Mr.  Binder  estima- 
ted that  he  alone  manufactured 
eight  thousand  four  hundred 
garments  every  week,  or  four 
hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand 
and  eight  hundred  in  a vear, 
weighing  over  two  hnmlred  and 
ninety-one  toim.  What  Mic 
Egolf ’s  estimate  of  his  business 
was  we  did  not  hear,  but  we 
would  perhaps  he  safe  in  esti- 
mating that  the  aggregate  of  all 
the  clothing  manufactured  hy 
these  two  establiahments 
amounts  upwards  (»ibs:^von  hiin- 
dr(‘d  thousand  garment.- annual- 
ly, and  that  the  weight  thei(‘of 
is  li\'e  hundied  tons. 

Har]»‘y,s\  ill{‘  is  ])leasantly  sit- 
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iiatecl  on  the  Springhouse  and 
Sumneytown  turnpike,  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  town- 
ship of  Lower  Salford.  The 
houses  are  handsomely  built  of 
bricks,  stones  and  frame.  It  is 
surrounded  by  a well-improved 
farming  district  in  which  the 
farmers  are  generally  prosper- 
ous and  happy.  Their  farms 
are  mostty  well  cultiyated  and 
are  divided  into  convenient 
fields  and  romantic  meadows. 
The  surfiice  is  generally  rolling, 
and  the  soil  is  red  shale  mixed 
with  clay.  In  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  village  the  land 
is  mostly  drained  by  a tributary 
of  the  Indian  creek.  Though 
the  Perkiomen  water  shed  ex- 
tends through  the  highest  part 
of  the  village  and  the  lower  end 
is  drained  by  a tributary  of  the 


Skippack  ; the  lower  end  is  the 
highest  and  the  upper  end  is  the 
lowest.  It  is  located  about  mid- 
way between  the  North  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  Perkiomen 
railroads,  being  about  five  miles 
from  either  of  them.  The  near- 
est station  and  the  one  at  which 
the  business  for  the  village  is 
done  is  Souderton.  In  I869the 
Delaware  River  and  Lancaster 
railroad  was  located  through  this 
village,  but  it  will  probably 
never  be  built.  The  Lehio-h 
telegraph  was  run  through  here 
in  1870,  amd  an  office  was 
opened  in  the  store  where  it 
still  is. 

We  will  now  close  our  history 
of  Ilarleysville  and  turn  our  at- 
tention to  sketches  of  Lower 
Salford. 
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Since  it  has  l^eon  rer|nest(Ml 
by  luiineroiis  friends  that  I 
write  a liistorv  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, T will  write — not  a history 
of  the  township,  hut  sketches  of 
its  history.  I can  not  say,  as  a 
recent  writer  in  a neiyhhorino; 
townsliip,  that  I have  examined 
numerous  vnlum^^s  its  history. 
For  if  I knew  there  were 
ninnerous  vohnnes  extant  I 
woidd  not  bother  iny  brains 
with  it.  Or  if  tliere  were  such 
volumes  within  reach  the 
wi'iters  of  the  recent  liistorv  of 
Afont^aomery  ronnty  would  not 
have  s()licito(l  m\-  assistance. 

1 never,  i'eteiidtal  to  wi-ite  a 
iiistor}’  ot  the  town<hi[)  or  any 
other  history,  hut  from  (diild- 
iiood  I ohsorvcil  old  laivlmai'ks 


and  divisions  of  land.  In  later 
years  I took  notes  from  old 
deeds,  old  manuscripts  and  what- 
ever _u;ave  information  on  the 
affairs  of  the  township,  intend- 
ing at  some  time  to  assist  a 
ready  writer  in  compiling  a hi.'^- 
tory.  About  a year  ago  as  I 
was  not  very  closely  ene;aged  I 
commenced  to  write  a history  of 
flarleysville  which  has  now  been 
j)ublished. 

In  regard  to  that,  there  may 
be  sma.ll  inistakes  in  it,  but  as  a 
general  thing  it  ma\'  l)e  relied 
on.  I will  also  add  that  I am 
strongly  supported  by  antirpia- 
rians  and  scliolars  in  the  o[):uion 
that  tlau'e  was  a school  here  in 
the  last  ctmtiiry,  wlien  the  lot 
nowowma]  hv  Dr.  H.  1\.  Kcader 
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SKETCHES  OF  LOWER 

was  owned  by  a company  of 
twenty-seven  men  twenty-three 
years,  as  was  recited  at  the 
proper  time. 

When  I commenced  to  write 
the  History  of  Harleysville  I had 
no  idea  that  we  were  to  have  a 
weekly  paper  published  here  so 
soon,  and  that  this  history  wmuld 
be  published  at  home  here 
But  such  has  been  the  change 
that  an  effort  was  made  by  Mr. 
Gehinan,  who  fortunately  met 
with  success,  and  the  Weekly 
News  is  now  established.  This 
paper  has  Ijcen  introduced  into 
]iiimerous  families  where  ju’e- 
viously  no  English  paper  was 
read,  and  its  intluence  wdll  be 
felt. 

It  is  only  a matter  of  time 
until  every  family  in  this  neigh- 
})orhood  will  speak  the  PInglish 
language.  Come  it  will,  and  let 
it  come. 

In  writing  tlue-e  Sketclu'S, 
whenever  i can  I'ind  r\  idmice,  I 
intmal  to  call  otluu’  men  to  tiio 
stan<l  and  to  let  them  tell  the 
stoiy  in  their  own  way.  The\- 
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shall  have  all  the  credit  for  all 
they  say,  as  I do  not  want  the 
credit  and  honor  due  to  otlier 
men. 

There  is  considerable  of  the 
history  of  Lower  v^alford  in  the 
riistoiy  of  Montgomery  County 
hy  Col.  Theo.  Mb  Dean,  pub- 
lished a few  years  ago.  But  in 
that  work  there  were  also  mis- 
takes made  by  both  writersand 
publishers.  To  bring  out  a per- 
fect history  of  the  county  there 
should  have  been  a committee 
appointed  in  each  townshi[>, 
who  should  have  furnished  the 
materials  of  their  township  to 
those  who  had  undertaken  to  do 
the  writing,  and  left  them 
to  put  things  into  shape  in  such 
a waj'  as  they  thought  best,  and 
after  it  was  written  it  should 
have  been  submitted  to  th(‘  com- 
mittee to  see  if  it  was  con*(‘ct. 
In  siudi  a way  mistake's  might 
peidiaps  ha\’e  b'-im  avoidi‘  1. 

Mdtli  thost^  pndiujinaries  I 
I will  now  })roceed  to  tell  you 
tliat  the  first  land  bought  in 
Lo'ver  Salfor<l.  by  actual  settlers. 
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was  piirrhasG-d  by 

JOIIX  sriOLL, 

September  12,  1715.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1701,  Davicl  Powel,  a 
Welshman, purchased  of  William 
Penn  one  thousand  acres,  but 
did  not  locate  them.  On  the 
2Sth  day  of  August,  1715,  he 
began  to  think  that  it  was  about 
time  to  have  some  benefit  of  Ids 
purchase,  and  therefore  took  out 
a warrant  for  eight  himdixal 
acres  as  part  ol  the  one  thousand 
acres,  and  then  sold  out  his 
tract.  Among  others  he  sold  to 
John  Shod  one  hundred  and 
sixty  aci’cs,  on  September  12  th  of 
nhat  year.  Ten  acres  were  al- 
lowed for  roads  and  the  tract 
was  called  one  hundred  and 
tifty  acres. 

Johan  mis  Slioli  was  a Ger- 
man, and  in  his  ]*elig[on  ^ yjen- 
nonite,  who  came  to  Skip- 
pack  on  the  invitation  of  Ma- 
thias Van  Bel)ber,  in  17(t^. 

As  tli(‘  townsldpps  were  n(->t 
surveyevl  then  yet  the  whole 
country  drained  l)y  the  Skip- 
jijack  was  known  by  that  name. 


It  seems  a little  strange  that 
while  the  district  of  Providence 
and  Skippack  were  settling  up 
and  the  Skippack  road  was  al- 
ready laid  out  in  1713,  the  ter- 
ritory of  Salford,  including  Up- 
per and  Lower  S ilford,  Franco- 
nia and  Marlborough  was  still 
uninhabited, 

Salford  is  variously  writtim  in 
o^d  manuscripts,  such  as  Sulford,. 
Sulphur  and  Solford.  Skippack 
was  frerpiently  written  Skepeck, 
and  Perkiomen,  Parky  omen  and 
Ferkiomie. 

As  emigrants  arrived  in  great 
numbers  in  those  days  John 
Siu)ll  sold  his  premises  in  Skip- 
pack,  after  residing  tliore  about 
seven  years,  and  went  farther 
into  the  forest.  Ilis  tract  which 
he  purchased  in  Salford  was  lo- 
cated on  both  sides  of  a ••Brandi 
of  the  Skippack  creek,”  which 
is  since  known  as  th<*  Little 
]>ranch,  to  distinguish  it  fi'om 
the  Last  Braiali  of  the  Perkio- 
men, which  is  generally  called 
the  Branch.  Mr.  Sholl’s  land 
on  the  [Jttl(‘  Branch  w.as  a 
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.square  tract,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  perches  each  way.  It  is 
now  considerably  divided  and  is 
owned  by  eTacol)  Garges,  Eliza- 
beth lleiff,  Michael  Huns[jerger, 
Solomon  A^Gsser  and  others. 

The  name  of  John  Shod  ap- 
pears in  the  tax  list  of  Salfordt  in 
1734,  and  here  he  lived  at  that 
time,  but  sold  his  phintafion  to 
Ja>  ob  It eitf  .soon  afterward.  He 
was  known  as  Jacob  Reitf,  the 
elder  of  whom  I shall  have  more 
to  say  hereafter.  He  then 
owned  this  hind  including  other 
tracts  until  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1782,  when  it 
went  into  the  hands  of  his  son. 
Jacol),  and  he  then  o^vned  it  un- 
til ISOo,  when  230  acres  ol  it 
went  into  the  hands  oi‘  his 
youngest  son,  Benimnin,  and 
the  greater  part  of  it  re- 
mainiMl  in  his  posession  until 
the  time  of  his  (haith  in  ISoS, 
whim  it  went  to  hi-  son.  rlaeol). 

ho  died  in  j SR  [ . Afer  th'‘ 
d(‘alh  of  J.acol)  Ueilfali  the  land 
e\ce[)ting  tlie  small  larm  now 
owned  ]»y  Lliz  il'cth  !b‘ilf,  was 


sold  to  strangers. 

Considering  the  age  of  the 
latter,  it  ^vill  not  l)e  long- 
before  ;ill  this  ' great  })hm- 
tation,  which  in  the  colonial 
period  supported  A li-ican  sla\'ery 
will  be  in  the  possession  of 
strangers,  and  the  place  that 
once  knew  the  BeiJs  shall 
know  them  no  more  forever. 

What  became  of  John  Sholl 
after  he  sold  his  farm  is  not 
known,  or  whether  the  Sliolls 
residing  in  Up[)eror  Lower  Sal- 
for<l  and  other  pla<*es.  at  this 
da}',  are  his  descendants  we 
can  not  Siiy,  but  it  is  doubtl'ui. 

At  the  time  wlum  Mr.  Shod 
bought  this  land  there  was  al- 
ready a residence  on  tlie  Skip- 
pack  on  what  was  recent ‘y 
known  as  Dr.  Fiy’s  firm.  It 
then  belonge  1 to  Henr}'  Joseph 
H\’de,  and  the  first  house  sto(ul 
fui'ther  do\vn  toward  the  stream 
than  the  one  n<*w  staiidine  tlauv. 
Soon  afttu-ward  this  ])i‘o[H*rty 
bi'kaieed  to  INUer  'fyson.  lie 
owned  it  in  172  4 and  in  1731 
Mr.  Sholl  received  his  p:it<*nt 
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from  YFilliiim  Form,  and  it  was 
sealed  v.  ith  thegr^’rt/  seal  of  the 
province. 

.JOHN  VINCENT  ^[EYER. 

Another  name  in  the  tax  list 
X)f  Lower  Salford  for  the  year 
1734  is  Jolin  \dncent  Meyer, 
and  his  residence  was  where 
Solomon  Mdisser's  now  is.  This 
tract  also  has  a history,  for  .Mr. 
Meyer  was  not  the  first  owner 
o f i t . ini  0 S I T ho  mas  E 1 1 wood , 
o'  Himger’hill,  England,  pur- 
chased of  U'illiam  Penn  one 
thousand  acre.^  in  Pennsylvania. 
Put  he  perhaps  never  saw  his 
land.  He  mahe  Ins  will  dated 
Augn>t  20,  1712,  aid  died  some 
tin^e  alters  ai\d.  perhaps  ten 
years  latei-.  On  i\Iay  the  20th, 
1725.  Isacu*  Pennington  and 
Dorothy  White,  heirs  and  exec- 
utors ot  Thomas  Eilwood,  by 
virtue  of  a warrant  Imd  survev- 
ed  one  hundred  acres  to  a Ger- 
man ]iamed  Jolm  Reicliard 
(now  llicli;i.r(is),  who  hecaim^ 
the  first  actual  siutler  and  own- 
av  nf  tlu‘  firm  now  owned  h\' 
Solomon  Was<(‘i’.  lie  owned 


this  farm  eight  years,  and,  in 
1733,  sold  ic  to  John  Vincent 
Meyer. 

He  was  a German  immigrant 
who  arrived  in  Philadelphia  in 
the  ship  Eriendshin,  October  10, 
1727,  in  company  with  dilentine 
Kratz.  Christian  Moyer,  Hies 
Cassel,  xCndrew  Schwartz,  Jo- 
hannes Kassel,  Abraham 
Schwartz  and  others. 

This  property  then  included 
the  tarm  of  Albert  Ueiff,  alarge 
}>art  of  Solomon  Wasser’s  other 
tarm  adjoining  his  • residence, 
which  recently  belonged  to 
Christian  Allebach,  and  part  of 
the  farm  of  Isaiah  Hendricks. 
The  bounds  and  , distances  are 
thus  described  : Beginning  at  a 
white *oak,  a corner  in  a line  of 
Laurence  Hendrick's  land, 
which  is  now  a corner  of  Mor- 
ris’ road,  then  southwest  (in  the 
said  road)  twenty-lour  perches 
to  a po>t,  a cormu*  of  said  Hen- 
drick’s laud  ; thence  by  tlie 
same  soutliea.^t  seven  perches  to 
a [)ost,  a (“oriuu- (.f  J(din  M iT'h's 
land  ; tlumce  by  the  same  sntirh- 
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west  one  liiindred  and  fift  v-eigiit 
perches  to  a post  in  a line  of 
John  SholTs  land  ; thence  by 
the  same  northwest  ninet\*-five 
perches  to  a post;  thence  by 
vacant  land  northeast  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  perches  ; 
then  again  b}’  vacant  land  south- 
east eighty-eight  perches  to  the 
place  of  beginning.  This  va- 
cant land  mentioned  here  was 
not  all  vacant,  for  it  had  owners 
then  already.  The  land  on  the 
southeast  belonging  to  John 
Welsh,  for  a long  time  after  be- 
longed to  Goshen  Shroger.  His 
residence  was  on  the  Skippack, 
in  Towamencin  ; it  is  now  the 
residence  of  Benjamin  Markley. 
For  a lomr  time  it  was  David 
Allebach’s  farm. 

John  Vincent  Meyer  did  not 
own  this  property  many  years, 
but  just  how  long  1 can  not  say, 
until  it  came  in  the  hands  of 
Anthony  Hallman,  a well-to-do 
larmer  ot  Perkiomeii  township. 
On  the  - 1st  of  Sr*ptem]>er,  1 74b, 
Mr.  Htdlnian  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
conveyed  this  farm  still  con- 


taining one  hundred  acres  to 
Henry  Denigh,  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, a German,  wliose  name 
should  luiA'e  been  Written  De- 
ll ich,  or  Denig,  as  we  find  it 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Denig  owned  this  prop- 
erty three  years,  and  nu  the  4th 
of  September,  1745,  he  and  his 
wife,  Margaret, 'sold  it  to  Henry 
11  nth.  He  owned  this  farm 
nearly  ten  years,  when  he  and 
his  svife,  Elizabeth,  conveyed  it 
to  Christian  Stauffer  by  a deed 
dated  May  10,  1755.  Christian 
Stauffer  owned  this  farm  si.xteen 
years  when  he  and  his  wifn 
Elizabeth,  on  the  27th  day  (d‘ 
November,  1771,  convc\-ed  it 
to  their  adjoining  neighbor, 
Jacob  Heiff,  Jr.,  for  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  pounds. 
This  deed  was  acknowledged 
before  Frederick  A»it('.s.  a justice 
of  the  pea(!c  in  Fr('deri('k  town- 
ship, July  l-b  1772,  ami  was 
witimssed  by  MeltdioiiAVagoner 
and  Gabilel  Sluder. 

Jacob  Heiff  was  a s[)eculator. 
who  cut  up  th('  farm  into  small- 
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er  tracts,  sold  some  and  kept 
some  for  himself. 

Bv  selling  off  he  reduced  the 
premises  to  about  forty  acres 
and  afterward  sold  it  to  Conrad 
Garges,  who  was  a son  of  Will- 
iam Garges,  also  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, whose  residence  was  where 
John  Wasser’s  now  is,  1 do 
not  have  the  date  of  their  con- 
veyance. hut  know  that  Conrad 
Garges  li\'ed  there  many  years, 
and  died  there  in  1815.  His 
widow  survived  him  about 
seventeen  years,  during  whicli 
time  his  unsettled  estate  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  his  ex- 
ecutor. Benjamin  Beiff,  Esq. 
But  after  her  death  in  1835  the 
estate  was  settled. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Gar- 
ges John  8hietel,  a son-in-law 
and  a German,  of  Lower  Salford, 
with  the  assistance  and  encour- 
agement of  Benjamin  Beiff,  Esq., 
purchased  the  farm  under  cer- 
tain ^a)ndit!ons.  ihit  alter  li\- 
ing  there  about  eight  ymars  lie 
died,  and  his  estate  was  setthal 
by  Abraham  (birges,  of  Lower 


Salford.  For  some  cause  or 
other  it  was  then  found  neces- 
sary to  have  the  property  sold 
bv  the  Sheriff.  The  land  was 
divided  into  two  tracts,  the  one 
with  the  buildings  containing 
twenty-four  acres,  and  the  other 
fifteen  acres. 

On  August  16,  1824,  . the 
Sheriff,  Philip  Boy'er,  sold  both 
tracts  at  public  sale  to  Joseph 
Fiy.  But  on  xMarch  16,  1826, 
Joseph  Fiw  and  his  wife  Catha- 
rine convej'ed  it  in  one  tract  of 
thirty-nine  acres  to  Benjamin 
Beiff,  Esq.  How  long  Mr.  Beiff 
owned  it  I can  not  sav,  but  I 
presume  he  owned  it  until  some 
time  after  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Garges  in  1833. 

It  was  perhaps  about  the  time 
of  this  event  tliat  Mr.  Beiff 
built  that  frame  house  for  his 
son,  John,  where  xVlbert  Pteiff 
now  lives.  In  1838  there  was 
a German,  whose  name  was 
Seipel,  li\'iug  there,  but  if  was 
pnrclia.'^ed  by  Solomon  Wasser 
a year  or  two  later.  At  that 
time  the  farm  was  quifl‘  simiH 
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and  the  land  poor,  but  by  patient 
perseverance  and  industry  Mr. 
Wasser,  who  was  als;)  poor,  soon 
began  t'>  improve  his  land  and 
add  acre  to  acre  until  he  now 
owns  two  large  larms,  has 
money  and  other  property  and 
is  a rich  man.  The  first  house 
which  was  l)uilt  of  logs  stood 
there  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  years,  but  in  1847  Mr. 
Mdisser  took  it  down  and  built  a 
new  stone  house.  There  is  a 
lasting  spring  near  the  door 
which  was  an  inducement  tohuHd 
there.  Mr.  Wasser  also  built 
the  large  barn  and  other  build- 
ings which  are  there.  All  the 
im])rovenients  which  are  there 
now  were  put  there  by  him. 

GEORGE  REIFF. 

It  is  my  design  to  tell  my 
readers  -where  those  people 
whose  names  a])pear  in  tlie  list 
of  taxabies  (if  Lower  S.dford  of 
1744  li\-ed.  Since  we  have  tlu' 
uaiui' ('f  f d's'i’ev  Leid.  or  .h-liii 
( huun't*  as  W(‘  iiiid  it  -'oiiHRimrs. 
in  th(*  said  li>r.  \\c  may  nvoikUu' 
vdiure  iTis  resificuf'e  Wiis.  The 
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answer  will  be,  it  was  where  T. 
Jv.  T} son’s  noAv  is.  He  was  a 
son  of  Hans  George  ITeiff,  'ssdio 
|)urcba-cd  the  entire  southern 
corner  of  the  township  contain- 
ing two  hundred  aiu’es  from 
Henry  Panuepacker  and  Eve, 
his  wife,  in  1724.  Mr  Panne- 
packer  was  a speculator  in  land 
and  owned  various  tracts,  but 
how  loiio-  he  owned  the  said 
tract,  we  are  not  prepared  to 
say. 

Hans  George  Peilf  lived,  there 
less  than  three  \-(airs,  ibi*  ;d)out 
the  close  of  tiie  year  1721  he 
died,  and  then  his  premisesw(ait 
t(j  his  oldest  sou.  Geo^’ev.  or 
John  George.  He  had  yet  three 

other  sous  iiam4d  l\*ter.  G'onrad 
and  Jacob.  The  latter  was  sole 
executor  of  his  fatlier’s  estate. 
How  long  Georae  Keitf  owned 
this  tract  is  not  known,  since 
the  deeils  have  (Ut'ier  been  lost 
or  destroyed,  but  in  1711  we 
fin  1 tiii.-  [ir<'[ierty  b'4oii!j:l!rj.'  (o 
his  b'rotber,  Jacob,  and  (ieorg(* 
and  his  wile*  r(‘>iding  in  Ger- 
mantown. \vbere  he  died  in 
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17.30. 

All  this  tract  and  that  of 
John  Sholl,  l)esldes  other  land 
not  yet  nicntioned,  remained  in 
the  possession  of  Jacob  Reifl 
until  tlie  time  of  his  death  in 
1782. 

Tn  1740  George  Reiff  pur- 
clnised  from  his  brother,  Jacob, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
acres  in  Lower  Sallord,  and 
eighty-four  acres  adjoining  from 
Casper  Wistar,  comprising  in 
a 1 two  hiinrlred  and  forty-one 
acres,  whi<di  he  sold  to  Jacob 
Shoemaker  in  1741,  as  we  shall 
iKjtice  in  speaking  of  Jacob 
Reiff. 

George  Reiff  made  his  will 
dated  A])i“il  7,  17d0.  which  was 
proi)ated  April  2-3th  ensuing. 
He  left  no  issue,  liis  wife,  Cath- 
arine being  first  he  bec[ueathed 
his  whole  estate  to  her  and  his 
three  brothers.  tVder, Conrad  and 
Jacob  and  his  only  si>ter,  Anna 
Maria.,  ami  iiei’  son  RalA's.  lie 
was  about  sixty-eight  yeai*s  old 
wiien  hedi(*d.  The  {arm  wiiich 
he  and  his  {’atiau’  betbre  him 
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had  owned,  then  belonged  to 
his  brother  Jacol).  in  whose 
possession  it  remained  until  the 
time  of  his  death. 

During  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  this  farm  was  occipiied  by 
his  son  George,  who  afterwards 
fell  heii-  to  it.  He  was  the  tlurd 
George  Reiff  who  owned  this 
property.  He  had  live  sons, 
and  after  his  oldest  son,  Abra- 
ham, was  married  they  built  a 
house  and  other  outbuildings  for 
him,  over  near  the  corner  of  the 
township,  where  Abraham  Gra- 
ter now  lives,  but  for  some  cause 
or  other  xVbraham  Reiff  did  u(»t 
remain  there,  but  removed  away 
down  to  Whitpain  township 
where  he  some  years  later  car- 
ried on  the  manufacture  of  nails, 
but  eventually  failed. 

George  Reid  also  built  a. 
house  and  other  buildings  for 
his  son,  Daniel,  where  John 
Allebach  now  lives.  That  was 
tlie  residence  of  Oauiid  Heilf: 
there  he  !i\'od  anal  died  tlauv  in 
181.3. 

Aft(‘r  the  drath  of  Gooi’ge 
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Reiif,  in  ISOS,  his  youngest  son, 
Joseph,  bought  the  ohl  home- 
stead. Here  Joseph  Reiff  was 
born,  here  he  lived  and  died 
here  in  1S30.  This  farm  tiien 
came  in  the  possession  of  An- 
' drew  Tyson,  his  son-in-law, 
whose  residence  it  was  over  fifty 
vears.  But  durine:  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  sold  what  yet 
remained  of  the  farm  to  his 
youngest  son,  Theodore,  the 
present  owner.  Several  lots 
and  parcels  of  land  were  sold  off 
during  the  latter  years  of  Mr. 
Tyson's  life,  so  that  the  farm  at 
present  contains  only  about 
ninety  acres. 

When  this  tract  was  purchas- 
ed in  1724 it  was  hounded  partly 
on  the  northwest  side  toward 
Perkiomen  by  land  of 

MICHAEL  ZIEGLEK. 

His  great  tract  lay  partly  in 
Salfordiand  partly  in  Perkiomen, 
while  Ids.  residence  wiis  ovei*  on 
tlie  Ski])paek  n»ad,  at  the  ii[>pev 
end  of  Ski])[)ack\'ille  when' 
Olive r ; > ce  no 1 i ves . In  1 7 •’  1 4 
he  wa."  taxed  for  one  hundred 


acres  of  land,  but  his. great  tract 
must  have  contained  many  more 
acres.  The  greater  part  of  the 
farm  is  still  owned  by  hi.s  de- 
scendants. 

Commencing  in  a line  of  Hans 
George  BeifFs  land  and  running 
northwestone  hundred  and  sixty- 
idne  perches,  it  extended  up  to 
the  road  alcove,  and  from  a cor- 
ner there,  the  line  rimsouthwest 
over  to  Ziegler’s  school  house  on 
the  Swamp  road,  thoiuili  more 
properly  called  the  Skippcick 
roiid.  The  greater  paiT  of  this 
tract  is  now  contained  in  thu 
fa  r in s o f Xa t h a n K ey s e r . H e n ry 
Ziegler  and  William  Ueiff.  14ie 
farm  of  Mr.  Keyser  is  in  Lower 
Salford,  he  also  is  a descendant 
of  Michael  Ziegler.  His  farm 
and  the  one  belonging  to  Henry 
Ziegler  in  Ski'ppack  have  l)e- 
longed  to  tlie  Zii'gler  faniilv  u'p- 
wards  of  one  hundred  and 
sevc'uty  yeai’s. 

Wlum  llaus  G(.‘orge  UeiilWet- 
tled  liere  in  1721  tlie  laml  on 
the  S(mth  west  side  of  hi.-  ti*act 
down  as  far  as  to  the  Ski[)pa(d< 
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creek  belonired  to  Georire  Mark- 

o o 

ley.  who. purchased  one.hundred 
and  fifty  acres  from  three 
brothers,  Milliam,  Dirk  and 
John  Renberg,  Xovember  lb,  ' 
1721.  IVliether  Mr.  Markley 
built  the  first  mill  on  tiie  site  of 
the  one  now  owned  by  Jacob 
Smith  I cannot  say,  but  in  1772 
we  find  this  mill , belonging  to 
Peter  Keyter  At  the  time  of 
his  ileath  Mr.  Markley  had  re- 
duced his  iai*m  to  twenty  acres 
sLirnumding  his  residence,  which 
now  belongs  to  Mr.  Freeman, 
and  tlie  other  land  then  belonged 
to  Peter  Keytar.  Mr,  Markley 
made  his  will  dated  May  10th, 
1702.  devising  his  wdiole  estate 
to  his  wile,  and  appointed  her 
sole  executor.  She  afterward 
married  John  Clemens  ; then 
the  latter  and  his  wife  sold  her 
premises  of  about  twenty  acres 
to  Eihvard  Updegrave,  Se|)tem- 
ber  IS,  1772.^ 

< ItRlSlLW  STA.ITKi'ai 
between  }.Lon‘i>’  road  and  th».‘ 
tuni])ike  and  between  the  lirst 
and  second  roads al)ove Mainland 
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is  a tract  of  land  by  old  measure- 
ment comprising  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  acres,  but  by  mod- 
ern surv'ey  at  least  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres,because  six 
percent  \vas  always  allowed  for 
public  roads.  This  whole  tract 
belonged  to  Christian  Stauffer. 
It  is  now  owned  by  Isaac  I). 
Alderfer,  Jonas  Alder fer,  Isaiah 
Hendricks  and  Henry  Bean.  It 
was  not  this  Christian  Stauffer 
whose  name  appears  on  the  tax 
list  of  I7dl,  but  the  other  Chris- 
tian Stauffer  whose  residence 
waas  on  the  Binder  f irm  at  Har- 
leysville,  as  set  forth  in  its  his- 
tory. These  118  acres  wmre 
vacant  wild  land,  having  no 
owner  betbre  1733,  and  unoccu- 
pied until  1730.  On  tlie  14th 
of  March,  1733,  a warrant  was 
granted  for  the  survey  of  this 
tract  to  lYilliam  Pitts,  but  he 
made  m)  improvement  here, 

* On  the  4th  of  IMarch,  1730,  a 
conveyaiu'e  wa.--  made  of  this 
tract  to  Christian  Stauiler  and 
was  contirmed  unto  him  bv  a 
patent  dated  Febrii.'iry  23.  1738. 
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Here  he  lived  and  raised  his 
family.  lie  also  kept  something- 
of  a pulViic  house  here  for  the 
accomodation  of  tr.ivelers. 

The  North  Vfales  road  was 
located  alonii’  the  ediie  of  tliis 
land  before  he  owned  it  in 
1735,  but  peo})le  eoing  to  mar- 
ket with  their  heavy  teams  from 
Macungie  and  Maxatawnv  pre- 
ferred using  the  old  wagon  road 
which  went  down  by  StaulTer’s 
residence,  rather  than  climb 
those  steep  and  ungraded  hills 
of  the  public  road,  with  hea  vy 
teams.  Then  they  crossed  the 
Skippack  right  from  there  down 
where  there  was  no  hill  on 
either  side  and  came  out  ou  the 
public  road  at  the  Towainencin 
meeting  house. 

At  tha  t time  Godshaik  Godshalk 
owned  the  farm  now  owned  by 
James  Markley,  which  was  tlieu 
partly  irt  Towameacin.  as  it  still 
is.  When  the  mill  was  fu’st  built 
I cannot  say,  latt  this  is  now  tlie 
third  niiil  that  is  there  After 
the  deatii  of  Godshalk  Goilshalk 
the  pi’0[>erty  w(*nt  to  his  -on, 


Garret  Godshalk,  who  had  a 
Ijiother  Jacob  Godshalk  living 
in  Lower  Salford;  as  we  shall 
see  by  and  by. 

Alter  the  death  of  Garret 
Crodshaik  this  pro])erty  went  to 
his  son  Godshaik  Godshalk,  and 
after  his  death  it  went  to  his 
son  Garret,  who  died  there  Jan- 
uary 1(),  1849 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this 
property  was  in  possession  ot 
the  Godshalk  fainiiy  during  four 
generations,  on**,  hundre^l  years 
or  over.  Afterward  and  more 
recently  it  was  owned  by 
(diaries  Warnpole,  and  then  by 
his  brother  Isaac  W.  Wain  pole, 
who,  after  some  years,  sold  it  to 
Jacob  Moyer,  the  father-in-law 
of  James  M;irklev.  the  present 
owner. 

Godshalk  Godshalk  was  taxed 
in  Towainencin  : in  17f>4  he  is 
rated  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  aci’es  of  land,  and  his 
neighl)or.  Lawrence  Hendricks, 
whose  residence  was  w lieia* 
Ihmrv  Hergciv's  now  is.  was 
then  1‘ated  on  one  hundred  and 
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fifty  acres,  the  greater  part  of 
these  lands  were  in  Lower  Sal- 
ford. The  farm  of  Lawrence 
Hendricks  likewise  remained  in 
the  Hendricks’  fiimily  until 
about  the  year  ISGO. 

After  Christian  Stauffer  had 
raised  his  himily  he  built  a sub- 
stantial stone  house  and  other 
buildings  out  at  the  public  road 
where  Jonas  Alderfer  now  lives. 
He  then  cut  off  thirty-eight 
acres  of  his  farm  for  his  own  use 
and  some  time  afterward  sold 
the  remaining  eighty  acres  to 
his  son,  Mathias  Stauffer,  who 
lived  there  during  the  time  of  the 
Revolution.  After  the  battle  of 
Germantown,  when  the  army 
encamped  on  the  Skipp^ick,  a 
number  of  officers  took  lodging 
and  boarding  at  his  house. 

On  April  2,  1771,  Christian 
Stauffer  and  his  wife,  Llizaljeth, 
conveyed  to  their  son,  Mathias, 
the  farm  containing  eighty  acres 
belonging  to  [>aac  D.  Alderfer, 
for  four  hundred  pounds,  though 
the  farm  is  less  in  size  now. 

C h r ist ian  S ta 1 1 ffe r k n o w i ng  the 


uncertainty  of  this  life,  made 
his  last  will  and  testament  in 
writing  dated  Mav  10,  1773, 
and  died  near  the  end  of  the 
year  1781,  His  will  was  pro- 
bated January  11,  1782.  The 
witnesses  were  Melchoir  Wag- 
oner and  Otven  Thomas.  His 
two  sons,  John  Lily  and  Mathias, 
were  the  executors.  His  oldest 
son,  Yellis,  was  to  receive  one 
shilling  more  than  his  equal 
share,  in  lieu  of  his  double 
share  as  the  custom  then  was. 
There  were  six  children,  nainely; 
Yelles,  John  Ldy,  (also  written 
John  L^lrich),  Mathias,  Ger- 
traut,  Elizabeth  and  Ann  Mary. 

We  now  find  the  name  of 
Stauffer  changed  to  Stauver  and 
in  German  the  pronunciation  is 
quite  as  good  as  the  English 
Stauffer.  Those  two  executors 
Mathias  and  John  Uly,  then 
sold  their  father’s  farm  contain- 
ing thirty-eight  acres  to  Peter 
Loorse,  for  £o7o,  and  gave  him 
a deed  dated  December  20, 1782. 
This  deed  was  acknowledged  be- 
fore iMichael  (h’oll,  of  Upper 
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Salford,  January  18,  1783. 

Daniel  Pliester,  Esq.,  was  the 
witness. 

Mr.  Bcorse  then  bought  yet 
two  adjacent  tracts  to  his  farm, 
one  from  Bernard  Getz  and  live, 
his  wife,  by  a deed  dated  March 
10,  1783,  containing  twenty- five 
acres  and  one  hundred  and  thir- 
teen perches.  This  tract  lay 
adjoining  his  other  tract,  but  on 
the  other  side  of  the  great  road. 
It  was  part  of  one  hundred  and 

twenty  acres  and  thirty  four 

•/ 

perches  which  Casper  Wistar 
and  Catliarine,  his  wife,  convey- 
ed to  Frederick  Getz,  fa^-her  of 
Bernard,  June  7,  1748.  The 
other  tract  cuntfiining  thirteen 
acres  and  forty-eight  perches  on 
the  northwest  side  of  liis  farm 
he  purchased  from  Jacob  Reiff 
and  Catharine,  his  wife,  May 
28,  1788.  This  farm  was  own- 
ed by  Peter  Boorse,  and  after 
him  descended  to  his  son,  John, 
wfic  owned  it  many  years, 
xlfter  his  death  it  went  to  his 
son,  Peter,  who  sold  it  to  Mr. 
Alderfer,  the  present  owner. 


At  that  time  John  Uly  Stau- 
ver  was  a resident  of  Upper 
Salford,  and  some  years  later 
Mathias  bought  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Septimus  Kriebel,  in 
Tov/amencin  and  moved  on  it. 
He  and  his  wife,  Ann,  then  sold 
their  eighty  acre  faran  in  Lower 
Salford  to  their  son,  Christian 
Stover,  and  gave  him  a deed 
dated  June  11, 1796,  which  was 
acknowledged  before  Christian 
Weber,  and  witnessed  by  Joseph 
Yeakel.  On  April  20,  1833, 
Christian  Stover  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  conveyed  the  vsame 
tract  to  their  son,  Ed  Stover, 
who  sold  it  to  Samuel  Harley 
fifteen  or  more  years  later.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  this  farm 
was  in  the  Stauller  fanuly  over 
one  hundred  years. 

About  the  year  1804  Chris- 
tian Stover,  or  Stauffer  as  he 
was  generally  called  in  German, 
purchased  about  twenty-nine 
acres  of  land  from  the  adjoining 
farm  then  beionging  to  John 
Reitf,  and  al)out  tlie  year  1830 
he  put  buildings  on  it  and  occu- 
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pied  it  himself  yet  twelve  or 
fifteen  years.  The  house  was 
frame  and  only  small.  Other 
buildings  were  small  and  tempo- 
rary. It  was  afterwards  owned 
by  Daniel  K.  Cassel  a number 
of  years,  who  put  ne’w  and  sub- 
stantial buildings  there,  but  it 

is  now  owned  bv  Michael  Lan- 

%/ 

des. 

JACOB  REIFF. 

Since  the  name  of  Jacob  Ileiff 
appears  on  the  tax  li  :t  of  1734 
Ave  must  also  tell  our  readers 
wdiere  his  residence  was.^  He 
was  the  mo^t  prominent  man  in 
the  earlv  historv  of  Salford  and 
to  omit  his  name  would  be  a 
matter  of  areat  ini  istice.  At 

» _ u 

that  time  his  reside ime  was  on 
the  Little  Branch,  where  re- 
cently lived  Elias  Kulp,  deceas- 
ed. 

On  May  33,  1682,  William 
Penn  granted  to  John  Longhurst 
a deed  lor  250  acres  of  land  in 
the  forest  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
on  July  25,  16 So,  a deed  wars 
granted  to  the  aforesaid  for  500 
acres  more,  to  be  surveyed  tu 


deeds  were  carefully 
preserved  by  the  descendants  of 
Jacob  Reiff  until  recently  they 
unfortunately  came  into  the 
hands  of  George  S.  Nice,  of 
Frederick  township. 

From  what  j^art  (>f  England 
John  Longhurst  came  I cannot 
say  just  now,  but  I can  say  that 
he.  afterwards  emigrated  to 
Pennsylvania,  lived  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  died  there. 
On  the  4th  and  5th of  ^ ovember, 
1720,  Elizabeth  Richardson,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  relict 
and  executrix  of  John  Barber, 
deceased,  late  of  Sussex,  Eng- 
land, granted  to  Samuel  Powell, 
a carpenter  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delpliia,  386  acres  of  land,  un- 
surveyed. 

On  the  24th  and  25th  of 
Mandi,  1721,  John  Longhurst 
and  Olive,  his  wife,  E’izabetli 
Richardson,  widow*,  and  Sarah 
Owen,  w'idow,  all  son  and 
daughters  of  John  Longluirsr, 
deceased,  residents  of  the  said 
city,  by  lease  and  release,  grant- 
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him  by  Thomas  Birchall. 
These 
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ed  to  Sainuel  Powell  “the  far- 
ther quantity  ofoneluindred  and 
sixty  acres.’’  Consequently 
five  days  later,  on  the  30th  of 
March,  1721,  a warrant  was  is- 
sued by  Robert  Hill,  James 
Logan  and  Richard  Ashton, 
commissioners  of  property,  di- 
recting Jaccb  Taylor,  surveyor 
general,  to  survey  to  Samuel 
Powell  546  acres'  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia.  “Ac- 
cordingly there  was  surveyed 
unto  him  one  tract  on  the  Skip- 
pack  containing  343  acres,  an- 
other tract  con  tain  in  2:  157  acres 
near  Bebber’s  township  and  a 
third  tract  containing  forty-six 
acres  near  the  Skippack,  with 
the  usual  allowance  of  six  per 
cent,  for  roads  and  highways.” 

In  reading  these  old  deeds  it 
is  well  enough  to  be  careful  that 
we  do  not  fall  in  error  by  the 
repitition  of  the  “further  quan- 
tity” and  read  it  “double  quan- 
tity,” as  it  seemingly  appears 
to  be. 

At  that  time  there  were  but 
few  settlers  in  the  township  and 


the  townships  were  not  survey- 
ed yet.  The  land  owmers  bord- 
ering these  tracts  I will  mention 
as  John  Shod,  Michael  Ziegler, 
Hans  Reiff,  Gabriel  Shuler  and 
most  likely  Joseph  Jones  and 
Henry  Pannepacker,  the  last 
two  were  no  settlers. 

Time  passed  on  and  Samuel 
PoAvell  perhaps  never  saw'  his 
land  until  December  1st  and  2d, 
1727,  wdien  he  sold  it  all  to 
Jacob  Reiff  by  lease  and  release. 
In  1721  when  Sainuel  Powell 
purchased  this  land  there  w'as 
yet  much  vacant  land  in  the 
territory,  but  little  of  the  forest 
had  been  cut  away,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1727,  when 
Mr.  Reiff  purchased  this  land, 
there  was  yet  some  ^'acant 
land. 

If  my  readei\s  will  follow  me 
we  w'ill  take  a walk  around  a 
tract  of  land  containing  584 
a:res  Iw  old  measure,  but  as 
the  country  i'<  impi-oving  it  is 
much  more  now.  This  ti-act 
was  thirty-eight  acres  more  than 
Samuel  Powel  wanted  and  con- 
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^equently  a part  of  this  tract 
was  loft  imsold  at  that  time. 
But  all  the  land  purch.ised  by 
Samuel  Powell  in  this  district 
he  sold  to  Jacob  Iteiif. 

We  will  now  start  on  the 
North  Wales  turnpike  on  the 
line  dividing  the  lands  of  Will- 
iam Keyser  and  Godshalk  Delp, 
southwest  about  fifty  perches  to 
the  corner  of  said  Delp’s  land  as 
the  place  of  beginning.  Then 
we  will  go  southeast  along  his 
line  and  across  the  fields  and 
woods  down  to  the  middle  of  the 
public  road,  one  hundred  and 
>ix  perches ; then  southwest 
along  the  said  road  two  hun- 
dred perches  to  Morris’  road ; 
then  nortlnvest  two  perches,  or 
nearly  to  the  new  road  ; then 
southwest,  not  in  the  road  for 
the  road  is  not  on  the  old  line 
but  near  it,  across  the  Little 
Branch,  up  the  hill  and  out  the 
new  road  to  the  Middle  of  Broad 
street  tiiree  liimdred  and  forty- 
two  perches ; then  northwest 
along  said  road  thi  rty-one  perches 
to  the  tu‘w  road  ; then  soutli- 
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west  along  said  road  fifty-four 
perches  to  a corner  ; then  north- 
west one  hundred  and  sixty 
perehes  nearly  to-  tfie  other 
road.  From  that  corner  we  will 
2:0  northeast  out  that  road  bv 
John  Sherley’s  lot  toward 
George  Heckler’s  to  a point  for 
a long  time  a corner  in  Peter 
Garges’  field ; then  southeast 
across  the  Little  Bramdi  at  the 
closed  creamery  up  the  hill  to 
a stone ; then  northeast  along  the 
road  to  a corner  near  Harman 
Fogel’s  house  ; then  southeast 
along  the  line  of  Mr.  Fogel’s 
laud  forty-two  perches  to  a 
stone,  along  here  the  line 
has  been  obliterated  in  recent 
years,  but  we  go  across  a field 
northeast  thence  along  the  line 
dividing  the  lands  of  Abraham 
B.  Alderfer  and  Sylvanus  Koch 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

This  is  now  the  tract  which 
was  sold  in  1721,  containing, 
according  to  old  surveys,'  dSl 
acres.  From  this  place  of  be- 
ginning Jacob  Taylor  went 
around,  in  1721,  the  same  way 
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we  did  until  he  came  to  the 
Little  Branch  near  Nice's  dam 
and  then  cui  off  a tract  contain- 
ing 343  acres. 

This  tract  was  said  to  be  near 
the  Skippack.  Their  Jacob 
Taylor  went  around  the  other 
tract  and  cut  off  156  acres  near 
Bebber’s  township,  bordering 
Michael  Ziegler’s  land,  leaving 
eighty-four  acres  and  ninety-, 
two  perches  between  tlie  two 
tracts  unsold.  Then,  to  fill  the 
546  acres,  he  ^ve:: : up  on  the  ele- 
vation and  (j  d'  off  yet  forty-six 
acres  ah)  ig  a tract  of  Hans 
Bteiff’s  land,  which  was  not 
“near  the  bkippack,”  but  up  •ni 
both  ,-ides  of  the  present  li  ir- 
leysvillernd  Leder.ichviiie  turn- 
pike, and  is  now  owned  bvBev. 
Jacob  C.  Mover  'and  r^ainuel 
Landes. 

In  1730  Mr.  Beiff  shd  the-j 
forty -six  acres  to  Christian  Abe- 
Inich,  whose  residence  was 
where  Lev.  Jacob  (J.  Moyer’s 
now  is.  It  was  then  bounded 
]>y  lands  of  Ilenrv  Ledrach, 
Hans  lUiff,  ( liri-tian  All(‘ba(  h. 
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Henry  Iluth  an  1 vacant  land. 
Their  conveyance  i^ears  date 
April  loth  of  that  year.  On 
the  16th  of  May,  the  same  year 
— 1730 — he  sold  100  acres  to 
Lawncnce  Biugeman.  This 
farm  is  now  c wned  b\' Abj*aham 
B.  xVlderfer.  We  will  speak  ot 
this  farm  more  definitely  here- 
after. 

There  has  been  much  specu- 
lation on  the  part  of  historians 
and  antiquarians  about  a • log 
church  w'tdcli  had  been  built  on 
Mr.  Reiff’s  land.,  called  the 
Skippack  German  Reformed 
cl  lurch,  but  we  intend  to  make 
til  is  matter  a subject  by  itself 
further  on. 

■Jacob  Reiff,  the  Elder,  as  he 
is  generally  called,  was  al)out 
thirty-five  years  old  when  he 
was  married,  and  entered  into 
conjuga]  relations  about  the  year 
1733,  There  has  bceji  some 
inquiry  as  to  w ho  his  wife  was, 
but  it  is  not  iviiown.  She  [U'ob- 
al)!y  was  a woman  of  some  <][<- 
tinctioii  because  slie  wrote  a mrit 
iiand  in  Kncli^h,  wh.ich  Gennan 
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women  could  not  do.  In  178 1 
he  lived  on  tim  LitLle  Lrmcli 
where  the  l:it3  LLias  Kelp,  ’de- 
ceased lived. 

After  selling  one  hundred 
acres  of  the  313  rere  tra-^t  to 
Lawrence  Ldageman  in  1730  he 
had  remaining  of  that  tract  213 
acres.  Fifty  acres  were  sur- 
veyed to  the  Skipp.rck  Eefoini- 
ed  church-  which  left  reuniininii 

o 

103  acres.  Tliis  • 'act  he  sold 
to  his  br«)ther,  Peter  Peiff 
August  0,  1737.  Ee  having 
purchased  ' the  adioiuing  farm 
frtmi  John  S’uoll  for  h's  resi- 
dence, ill  1713  built  the  first 
mid  on  the  Litde  Prauch.  Tiiis 
mill  u.  s then  in  the  ileid’  fiim 
ily  Er  noariy  one  hundrcdi  yea”s. 
Hr.  iieiJT  ha  1 a slave  plantation 
and  most  of  l:‘s  work  wr  - done 
by  negroes. 

Wlien  he  built  the  mill  the 
negroes  dug  the  race  f ’om  the 
dam  down  to  the  mill.  Ur’s 
]■;  ce  was  me  le  to.^Tre  \\'o  ps”- 
pores,  fir."t.  to  co'ivey  the  wa  er 
<■()  the  mill  wlleh  con  .1  u'  1 an 
over.-lu.ot  wr  er  wheel,  and. 


second,  to  irrigate  tiie  meadows 
when  the  waiter  was  plenty. 
At  the  same  time  they  also 
raised  an  embankment  as  is 
still  to  be  seen  along  the 
road,  which  was  intended  to 
sjrve  as  a re.servoir  to  keep 
water  in  store  for  the  mill.  But 
the  embankment  vras  too  weak 
rnd  broke  through  bv  tliebeavv 
pressure  of  the  wui  e^'  and  the 
burrowing  of  mnskrais  that  the 
reservoir  was  a failure.  This 
embankment  is  face i iousiyca' led 
the  ‘-Irish  dam’'  to  this  day.  It 
is  presumable  that  Jacob  lleilf 
also  built  the  fiist  home,  barn 
and  otlier  buildings  and 
made  g premises  at  ll:e  mill, 
•and  that  tor  come  years  he  had 
a miller  living  tliei  e. 

If  tradition  im.y  1 e trir'^ted 
we  may  add  that  wdien  be  found 
that  the  clmrcli  wbieb  had  been 
built  on  his  land  some  years 
p.eviouslv,  ivc'^  a failure,  he 
,ook  it  d(u,vu  and  in-ed  some  of 
the  material  in  building  that 
mill,  lie  tvas  a man  of  great 
toreeof  eharacter  and  stood  high 
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in  the  estimation  of  the  loading 
men  of  the  county.  He  was  also 
a hard  working  man  Jis  is  proven 
by  the  following  entry  in  the 
supervisors  account  of  August 
20,  17G0  : “Jacob  Reitf,  the 

elder,  haulded  for  repairing  the 
road  with  his  son  Jacob’s  wagon 
and  four  horses.”  There  were 
others  also  who  hauled  at  the 
same  time. 

At  that  date  he  was  about 
sixty- two  years  old  and  worked 
hard  then  yet.  About  that 
time  he  made  his  wdll.  It  was 
dated  October  21,  1761,  but  he 
lived  until  February  16,  1782, 
when  he  died  aged  eighty-three' 
years,  three  months  -and  one  ^ 
day,  Ilis  wife,  Anna,  survived 
him  yet  over  six  years.  She 
died  October  28,  1788,  aged 
sever-ty-nine  years. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  all 
the  witnesses  to  his  will  were 
dead  and  the  will  could  tiiere- 
fjre  nor  be  proven,  but  hi^  throe 
children,  Jacob  George  and 
Catharine,  made  a mutual  set- 
tlement ol  the  est<ite  according 
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to  the  provisions  of  his  will, 
and  released  each  other  Febru- 
ary 28, 1 783.  (See  release  deed 
book  No.  4,  page  29,  Norris- 
town.) 

In  1765  Jacob  He  iff,  Jr.,  and 
George,  his  brother,  purchased 
the  mill  on  the  Pine  Hun,  near 
Chalfont,  Bucks  county,  from 
Simon  Butler,  and  owned  it 
nine  years  when  they"  sold  it  to 
Thomas  Matliews  in  1774.  In 
1762yvhen  the  Wentz’s  church 
was  built  Jacob  Heiff,  Jr.,  was 
one  of  the  trustees.  And  if  I 
am  not  mistaken  he  also  wcs  a 
deacon  of  that  church  in  later 
years. 

In  1776  Jacob  Heiff,  Jr.,  was 
taxed  for  275  acres  of  land  in 
Lower  Salford  and  thirty  acres 
in  Towamencin,  and  he  at  the 
time  was  assessor.  He  then 
had  two  negroes,  five  horses 
and  nine  cows.  His  brother, 
George,  was  then  taxed  for  20Q 
acres  of  laud,  (me  servant,  tliree 
horses  and  sewai  cows. 

1 have  not  said  near  all  about 
Jacob  Heiff,  the  eldei’,  that  oin 
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be  said,  but  I want  to  bring  an- 
otlier  man  to  the  .'-tand  and 
to  let  him  say  something  further 
on.  I shall  therefore  speak  of 
his  descendants. 

Jacob  R e iff,  Jr . , was  mar r led 
to  Catharine  Schneider  and 
George,  his  brother,  to  Elizabeth 
Hendricks.  Catharine  Reiff, 
their  sister,  was  a widow  living 
in  Olev,  Berks  county,  at  the 
time  her  father’s  estate  was 
settled.  A\dio  her  hu.-band  had 
been  is  not  known. 

In  1708  Jacob  Re'ff,  Jr.,  pur- 
( Inised  one  acre  an*d  one  hun- 
dred Ciud  ten  l ercnes  of  htud 
irom  Jacob  Frjaof  Towamencin, 
ai:d  h-a.-’gartt,  his  wife.  This 
small  ti  act  was  at  the  lower  end 
of  Mr.  Reitis  land,  for  it  was  at 
the  bkippack  creek.  This  deed 
recites  that  it  was  part  of  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  liad 
been  conveyed  to  Jacob  Fry 
October  10,  1782  by  his  father, 
Heinrich  Fry.  I mention  tins 
matter  especially  to  correct  the 
mistake  which  was  made  in  the 
History  of  Montgomery  (bounty 
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where,  in  the  history  of  Towa- 
mencin,  it  is  stated  that  Hein- 
rich Fry  purchased  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  on  the 
Tovvamencin  creek  in  1724. 
Whereas  this  deed  recites  that 
it  was  two  hundred  acres  which 
he  purchased  from  Benjamin 
Fairrnan  December  10,  1724. 

The  land  across  the  Towa- 
mencin  line  opposite  to  the  mall 
belonged  to  Goshen  Shroger 
until  September  1'4,  1709,  when 
he  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  con- 
veyed one  hundred  and’  six 
acres  to  C'hristian  May.  About 
a year  and  a half  later,  on  Abril 
28,  1771,  rJr.  May  and  his  wife, 
IMary,  conveyed  the  same  tract 
vrith  other  lands  to  Adam  Got- 
wals.  One  year  latei*,  on  May 
27,  1772,  Jacob  Bciff,  Jr.,  pur- 
chased thirty  acres  of  this  tract 
from  Adam  Gotwals  and  his 
wife,  Fronica.  These  were 
then  tliose  thirty  acres  in  Tow- 
amenciu  fbr  whb-h  lie  'o'us 
taxed  in  1770.  In  the  tax  li-i 
of  1770  wo  find  John  Smith, 
miller,  taxed  lor  one  horse  and 
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three  cows,  but  no  land.  It  is 
therefore  probable  that  he  was 
the  tenant  who  run  the  mill  for 
Jacob  Heiff,  Jr. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1734, 
John  Welsh,  of  Towamencin, 
who  apparently,  at  one  time, 
owned  a laro;e  tract  of  land  on 
the  Skippack,  sold  twenty-three 
acres  to  a German  shoemaker, 
whose  name  was  Yalentine 
Barndt  Heisle ; so  his  name  is 
written  in  the  deed,  but  on  the 
tax  list  of  Towamencin,  in  1734, 
we  find  his  name  Felty  Consen- 
heiser.  Several  years  subse- 
quently this  same  tract  was  sold 
to  Christopher  Miller,  evidently 
a poor  man  wlio  probably  in- 
tended to  put  a house  on  it. 

It  was >t though  the  assistance 
of  Jacob  ReitT,  the  elder,  finan- 
cially, that  he  became  the  owner 
of  it.  But  after  some  time,  as 
Mr.  Miller  did  not  consumate  his 
plans  and  his  pi’omises.  Mr. 
Reifl*  fearing  he  would  be  the 
loser,  turned  over  his  claim  to 
Nicholas  Scull,  who  at  that  time 
was  high  SheritT  for  the  city  and 


county  of  Philadelphia.  The 
latter  presented  the  claim  of 
Mr  Reitf  to  court,  which,  after 
taking  action  on  the  matter,  is- 
sued a writ  of  venditioni  exponas 
to  his  majesty’s  officer,  who 
after  due  notice,  sold  those 
twenty  three  acres  of  land  at 
public  sale  to  Christian  Miller, 
who  made  satisfaction  for  Mr. 
Reiff’s  claim  in  1745.  Nine 
years  later,  November  12,  1754, 
this  same  tract  lying  adjacent 
to  Jacob  Fry’s  land  was  j‘ur- 
chased  by  him. 

In  1776  Jacob  Fry  was  rated 
on  260  acres  of  land.  Elemade 
his  will  dated  PYbruary  28, 
1782,  and  therein  appointed  his 
(second ) w i fe , Susanna , and  Ada m 
Gottwals  executors.  He  had 
three  sons  named  Jacob,  Joseph 
and  George.  He  ordered  in  his 
will  that  his  land  should  he  di- 
vided among  his  three  sons,  but 
for  some  rea.son  or  other  that  1 
do  not  recollect,  at  least  some 
of  the  land  was  sold  by  the  ex- 
ecutors, October  3,  1794. 

John  Re  iff  was  the  purchaser 
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of  erghtj'-lour  acres  and  forty 
perchec,  but  whether  he  bought 
all  that  was  sold  I can  not  say, 
This  land  was  in  Towamencin 
extending  down  to  the  Skippack 
creek,  adjacent  to  Mr.  Reiif’s 
other  land  ; it  was  also  partly 
on  the  east  side  of  the  For ty- 
foot  road.  This  road  was  laid 
out  in  1752. 

John  Reiff  was  the  second  son 
of  Jacob  and  Catharine  Reiff: 
He  was  married  to  Barbara 
Funk  for  his  first  wife,  and 
espoused  the  cause  of  Christian 
Funk,  lie  was  a preacher  in 
that  sect  and  built  a meeting 
house  on  the  Forty  foot  road  in 
Towamencin  for  the  use  of  that 
s .ct  in  1814,  on  land  which  he 
had  purchased  from  the  execu- 
tors of  Jacob  Fry. 

There  was  some  dispute  be- 
tween John  Reiff  and  his  elder 
brother,  Jacob,  as  to  which  of 
them  should  have  their  father’s 
mill,  but  it  wcis  finally  settled 
that  John  sliould  have  it,  when 
Jacob  went  down  to  the  IVissa- 
hickon  and  purchased  a,  mill 
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there. 

A deed  was  granted  to  John 
Reiff  by  his  parents  for  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of 
land  including  those  thirty  acres 
in  Towamencin,  which  his  father 
had  purchased  in  1772,  and  the 
mill  and  other  buildings  for 
X2300,  February  20,  1806. 

John  Reiff  and  his  wife,  Bar- 
bara, had  five  children,  two  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Barbara 
Reiff  died  July  27,  1798,  in  the 
39th  year  of  her  age.  John 
Reiff  aftenvard  married  Eliza- 
beth Cassel,  but  had  no  issue. 
He  built  a saw  mill  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Skippack  in  Towa- 
mencin, where  much  lumber  has 
been  sawed  even  in  late  years. 
He  also  had  a distillery  to  manu- 
facture There  was  much 

fruit  on  that  farm  many  years 
ago,  for  I recollect  that  there 
was  one  of  the  old  kind  of  cider 
mills  standing  near  the  race  be- 
ll ind  the  wagonhouso,  and  the 
orchard  extended  along  the  race 
back  of  the  barn.  He  was  a 
speculator  and  bought  and  sold 
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much  land.  AVhen  he  bought  a 

farm  he  always  sold  it  out  in 

%/ 

smaller  tracts.  I could  not 
begin  to  name  all  the  tracts 
purchased  by  John  Reiff  and 
sold  out  in  lots  or  di\  ided  into 
smaller  tracts  by  him. 

Mr.  Mathews  in  the  North 
Wales  R^'-cord  of  June  19,  1886, 
relates  that  John  ReitT,  ot  Lower 
Salford,  and  Hugh  Cousty,  son- 
in-law  to  John  Jenkins,  a wheel- 
wright otPerkiomen,  purcha.'ed 
of  Peter  Lukens  in  1803  the 
whole  northern  corner  of  Gwyn- 
edd township  above  Lansdale, 
containing  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eightand  three-fourth  acres 
which  they  divided  into  small 
tracts  and  sold  them  out. 

On  October  7,  1810,  John 
Reiff,  Sr.  and  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
transferred  the  farm  and  the 
mills  to  his  two  sons,  John  and 
Jacob.  Six  au'l  a hall  years 
later,  Janumy  29,  1826,  Jacob 
died,  and  John,  his  thther,  one 
week  later,  Fehaaiary  6th,  and 
his  wife  Elizal^eth,  February 
25 ill  of  the  same  year. 
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It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in 
less  than  a month  three  adults 
died  in  the  same  house.  After 
the  death  of  Jacob  Reiff,  his 
widow,  (still  living,)  and  Henry 
Swaiadey,  took  out  letters  of  ad- 
ministration, and  sold  his  inter- 
est in  the  farm  anti  mills  to  his 
brother,  John,  April  11,  1827. 
Ke  was  generally  known  as 
John  Reiff  tlie  miher.  lie  was 
nnirried  to  (Jalharine  Price,  and 
belonged  to  I he  Dunkcird  church. 
He  has  been  spoken  of  by  old 
people  who  knew  him.  as  a very 
line  man  and  a zealoa>  Cbr’sdan. 
He  h.al  lOur  chialia  n : lii^  lirst 

wdfe,  Cathaiine,  who  died  Nov- 
cm])er  1.  1820,  aged  thirt}’-one 
years,  one  month  and  eighteen 
(lays.  He  afterward  married 
his  secimd  wife,  wi  low,  Alar- 
garet  Stem,  relict  of  John  Stem, 
and  daughter  of  Gabriel  Swartz- 
lander,  of  Bucks  county,  l)y 
wdiom  he  haul  yet  o-ie  danglher 
m ined  Latharine.  B\'  his  will, 
dated  Augii-t  id.  1830,  he  de- 
vised his  [arm  and  his  ndhs  to 
his  only  son,  Henry  P.  Reiff 
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and-tlie  meeting  hoii^e  witli  half 
ail  acre  of  ground,  on  the  P'orty- 
foot  road,  to  the  me  of  the 
Dnnkard  church  forever. 

In  1834  Henrv  P.  Reiif  and 
his  wife,  Mary,  sold  the  vsaw'  mill 
and  twelve  acres  of  land  to 
Cdiristian  Stover,  and  his  son, 
Eli,  for  $1,4*25.  They  owned 
this  property  three  years,  but  in 
1837,  Cairistian  Stover,  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  and  Eli  Stover 
and  his  wife,  Hanmdi,  sold  the 
same  propert}*  to  Jacob  (f.  Over- 
holtzer,  for  $1,800.  Mr.  Over- 
iioltzer  tijen  liailt  a house  at  the 
corner  on  the  Forty  foot  road 
a.irl  made  a premises  there,  and 
three  j'cars  later,  in  1840,  sold 
the  same  property  to  Eli  Stover, 
for  $3,500,  He  owned  the  saw 
mill  anil  a chopping  mill,  which 
he  built  there,  about  thirty 
years.  It  is  no^v  owned  by  Jos. 

k.  ^Jce. 

In  1,840  Henry  P.  PeitTsold 
his  mill  and  farm  to  Jacob  AHo- 
]):ich,  who  owned  it  until  the 
time  of  his  dea.th,  in  1800. 
Tlie  mill  has  a.  g<jod  neater  poor- 


er. It  has  always  been  good  ex- 
cepting in  extreme  dry  w^eather. 
The  old  mill  had  a basement, 
as  the  one  now  standing  ‘ has. 
Above  the  basement  waas  one 
story  and  an  attic.  There  was 
also  a dwelling  wdth  two  rooms 
on  each  floor  at  the  east  end  of 
the  mill,  in  which  the  miller 
generally  lived.  There  was  also 
a wing  built  additionallv  to  the 
mill  in  early  times,  in  which 
was  the  machinery  for  carding' 
wool.  Very  good  wmol-rolls 
were  made  there  wdien  the 
spinning  wheel  was  an  indis- 
pensible  article  in  every  flimily. 
IVool  carding  was  done  in  the 
summer  wdien  there  wuis  not  so 
much  grinding  and  chopping 
grain  on  hand.  After  harvest 
the  women  wanted  their  wool- 
rolls  to  spin  and  to  prepare  for 
the  followdng  winter.  The  old 
farm  house  that  stood  there  was 
built  for  tw'o  families.  It  wvis  a 
larog  stone  dwelling. 

During  those  tw'enty-nine 
years  that  Jacol)  Alleliach  owned 
this  property,  he  relniilt  nearly 
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or  ([uite  all  the  hiiildhigs.  Tht; 
farm  house  was  rebuilt  about 
the  year  1S4”),  the  niiil  with  the 
house  attelied  to  it  in  iGGO,  raid 
the  l)arn  and  other  ])uiMings 
since.  When  the  old  mill  was 
torn  down  a board  was  found 
stuck  awaA' on  the  attic  ])eariiu»- 
the  date,  “Bui’t  by  Jacob  and 
Anna  Keith  1743.” 

I was  reminded  of  this  event 
recently  by  ilenry  P.  Keitf,  who 
was  present  at  that  time,  and  he 
says'  they  Ibund  old  wood  there 
which  a])pareuily  liadt  been  used 
in  the  old  church  previously. 

After  Eli  Stover  had  built  a 
chopping  mill  to  his  saw  mill, 
Jacol)  Allebach  built  a sa^c  mill 
about  the  year  ISiC.  It  stood 
at  the  hill  north-west  from  the 
house.  There  was  much  saw- 
ing done  there,  until  the  mid. 
wais  worn  out.  After  the  death  of 
Jacob  Allebach  it  was  taken 
a way.  It  Itad  an  overshot  water- 
wheel and  tlie  water  ua-is  taken 
down  on  it  iVom  the  race  aero  s 
the  road.  For  a number  of 
years  Michael  Faved.  now  of 


SA],F(JK]>  TO^V  ysli]i> 

Grater’s  FAnl,  li\  ed  in  the  house 
attahed  to  the  mid  during  the 
time  it  was  owned  by  Mr.  xVlle- 
]>ach,  and  had  a machine  >hop 
at  the  mill  with,  the  machinery 
connected  witl)  the  waterwheel. 
There  lie  imuuiictured  his  noted 
^ “Freed’s  Patent  Feed  Cutters.” 
Those  feed  cutters  were  con- 
sidered the  best  in  use  at  that 
time. 

Alter  the  death  of  Jacob  Allc- 
bach  his  administrators  sold  the 
farm  and  mill  to  Joseph  K. 
Xyce.  The  latter  separated  the 
mill  from  the  larm.  aird  sold  (lie 
ianu  to  J;icol)  'Fyson,  the  | re- 
sent owner.  Sometime  after- 
ward 4Ir.  Xyce  puivlmse.l  tlie 
saw  and  choiiping  mills  on  tiie 
(dher  side  of  the  Skippack,  from 
TbiFtover.  In  1877.  Joseph  K. 
Xvee  had  steam  fixtures  and  an 
emi’ine  nut  into  his  grist  mill, 
and  other  improvements  made. 
Tlie  steam  is  only  used  ju  ex- 
treme diy*  wcrither.  xV  lew 
'^'ea.rs  ago.  [uu-ha[)s  in  I88i'>, 
Jost'ph  Ix.  Xvee  sold  Ills  enst 
mill  and  other  iui[)r( >\-omein> 
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lioloiV^'inii'  tliriv  to  to  hi.'?  son, 
I)a\itl,  and  l)iiilt  lor  hiiii;  ?;i‘  a 
lioiise  on  the  other  .'^ide  of  the 
Skipn:ick.  ner.r  the  saw  null. 
David  1)  .Xyee  then  introdneed 
niacHnery  lor  the  inaniifactnre 
of  vStockinys,  into  the  additional 
win^e,-  of  his  nhfl,  and  that  in- 
dustry had  ])een  carried  on  un- 
til ah(.;it  a year  iieo,  when  it  nais 
discontiir.ied. 

1 must  now  o’o  hack  ay  .in  to 
(lie  t)ld  Rehr  hoine.''te;  1,  which 
was  the  resi  lence  of  Jol  n Sboll, 
for  at  lea<t,  twenty  years,  and 
alter  him  it  w;.s  the  residence  of 
Jacoh  Reiil^  the  elder,  at  least 
forty-five  years.  Jacob  ReJl, 
Jr.,  lived  there  over  seventy 
years.  Tliere  all  his  sons  and 
dany liters  were  horn  and  raiserl. 
Tliere  his  younyiC't  son  Lenj.i- 
inin  was  ]>orn.  There  he  lived 
a.  long  and  useful  life,  and  died 
therty  July  11,  185S,  in  tlie 
t iyhtieth  year  of  his  age.  l]en- 
j:  1 1 1 d n R i.' i IV.  wa  "■  ; i J ust i ce  < ) f t lie 
1/eace  and  conveyancer,  o\ei‘ 
forty  years.  fuke  his  father 
ht'fore  him,  he  was  au  iniineiitial 


O.'t 

and  a very  useful  man.  Jn  1811 
12-18-14,  ho  was  a inend;er  of 
the  Legislature.  In,  1829-o0-ol 
he  was  State  Senator.  His 
fadher.  Jacob  Reiff,  before  him, 
was  a member  of  the  Legislature 
in  1 78G-87-8S-81J,  He  al'-o  was 
an  honorable  man.  On  Sept- 
ember 2],  ISOd,  Jacob  Reiff 
and  bis  wife  Catliarino,  convey- 
ed to  tlieir  youngest  son,  Renja- 
min,  280  acres  of  hind  He 
built  a house  and  made  a pre- 
mises for  I'd.s  son  Michael  where 
George  M’iegner  lives,  one  for 
his  son  John,  where  Afoert  Rteiff 
lives  and  one  for  his  son-in-law. 
Ohristian  Allebach,  on  the  (arm 
now  owned  by  Solomon  Mdisser. 

In  later  }ears,  perhaps  in 
1844,  Benjamin  Reiff  linilt  tluit 
house  ami  made  a juvinises 
where  his  danghter  Llizaheth, 
the  last  siu’vivor  of  his  fa.mil\' 
lives.  During  the  latter  years 
uf  Ins  life  he  was  very  solieitious 
al’oiit  hi^  Icijd.s,  desiring  that  the 
diflereiit  tracts  miylit  rciiiaiii  in 
the  possession  ol  some  of  his  -le- 
sccmdaiits.  But  after  the  death  of 
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hijj  son  Jacob  in  1801,  all  his  lands 
excepting  the  small  farm  still 
owned  by  Elizabeth  Eellf  were 
sold  to  slcangers.  1 will  not  trouble 
ym  readerswitlia  long  encomia  in 
of  the  dead,  though  much  could 
be  said  of  the  kindness,  gene- 
rosity, and  Christian  character 
of  the  late  venerable  Benjamin 
Beiff.  But  I will  relate  that  in 
the  Autumn  of  1841,  my  father 
and  my  mother  and  the  whole 
family  excepting  myself  were 
sick  a long  time  of  typhoid  fever. 

I was  but  a boy  then  and  could 
not  do  much  hard  work  yet,  but 
Benjamin  Beiff  already  an  old 
man  and  hLstwo  sons,  Jacob  amf 
ICilliam,  came  to  our  assistance, 
hauled  out  our  manure  and  put 
in  the  seeding,  all  out  of  kind- 
ness toward  us  as  neighliors  for 
no  other  pay  than  an  approving 
conscience.  It  was  not  onlv  to 
us  they  were  kind,  but  to  all 
their  neiglibors,  especially  so  in 
cases  of  sickncKSS  or  misfortune. 
Besid.es,  he  was  a zealous  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Beformed 
churcli  and  contriliuted  liberally 


SALFORD  TOWNSHIP, 
to  its  support. 

Those  eiirhtv-four  acres  of 

O aJ 

vacant  land  lying,  between  the 
two  tracts  of  Jacob  BeifFs  land 
I’omained  vacant  until  December 
29,  1739,  when  the  tract  was 
sold  to  Casper  Wistar.  On  Aug- 
ust 8, 1737,  Jacob  He  iff  sold  the 
157  acre  tract,  'Tiear  BebberCs 
towmship,”  Ijdng  adjacent  to 
Michael  Ziegler’s  land,  to  his 
brother  George,  and  a few  years 
afterward  pui'chased  his  brother 
George’s  farm  where  T.  B.  Ty- 
son now  lives,  and  George  Beilf 
removed  to  Genmiut(jwn.  On 
April  24,  1740,  George  Beifl 
purchased  those  eighty-foiir 
acres  from  Casper  lYistar,  of 
Germantown,  which  then  made 
a tract  of  241  acres  ])elongin<>-  to 
George  Beiff  But  on  May  10, 
1741,  he  and  his  wife, 
Catharine,  conveyed  this  same 
tract  of  241  acins  of  land  to 
Jacob  Shoemaker,  for  £'30(). 
At  that  time  Gem-gn  HeiT  was 
a resident  of  Germantow’u 
where  lie  died  in  1759.  It  will 
thus  I'C  seen  that  Jacob  Shoe- 


sNf^  ’«!?  >^3B0t3^ 

1^  V , . lift  ffi^^ltiMK 


a. 


<5^ 


Id 


r^SSaliraTHftr^W  * v '-r  » * f 

■i«  7d  boavrd 


fji^i  rfie<j«sit:^7d  boavfd^^ga  r 
9^d«inJ  JOTl  ffl"  i o’ ^*0*  ■“ 


I 

» . r.  - ..t.  I-  *rt 


,b»b  »,i.  io 


10  JStnc>« 

»dl  w*j»i«5o<l'  tmtSBsr 

iwU  »iMl!<>Jb  tJt.wtai'io''^y«’«  'O'”’ 

MSclBr§oa«  HJifJif  itmui'r 

r 01  blo> 

[ odF4*«'^ftiofl  cto?iifc%?8Tr .« 

wiii  :^a».ib»,  sfix|  "-’f  . ;i:; -ivjjwi  V.  m«»i..A 

,'i'-i'«"i  V.  ;a  **  ' ■.  - ^'iLi.  f Cw.4  M'w  !'^ 


.H-.ob.Hil  sdl> 

•ii*4‘»vi RSIs'  fliuitnsl  ^ ^‘*15  . (.’l*iyi 
rtufjfflr^U  flUinouR-/ 9l*I  9d4  lo  •{ 

,u  }Mi)  •vtflf'sn  ll'w  I lua  .'ftiaa  • 


■M 


.%9iitui<{'«d'i>?W^dan!i^ 


-lir  H .T  ftCodvr  HUill  tt'&aio-'*’ 

• '{liaJi-ijfio'ji^  btw /'I'JiS''  ri-'- 

%0  .n'w<siris'frt*''|?'>  l>y^o'«o^ 

ftisa  0i5i.v»0  # ' ‘ 

*>b4<  ftsHi  £bttlt<,  .n7/..)niVHiw*^> 

t aflvsiMl-  HO  “ 

'€fe«w!'s«pt..5|4.-ww,«0 

;a,  ji-.  K •;&K^  .:ri:C*/  In,  ilonl-l 


wvf.  •ll<«7fn  ?sniiqo»^-.9  f.lirara 
.■,E,n^bJuslTt!lo9'H‘’  y«oI  * 
f firiw  bn«  tl9tl3  to*’  1*  ^ 

lu.f,Jov>l-toH  [ruHlitwcnobJoa 

[,K,  u«\b..e-dB  'flisa  ni<n«i.a<‘a 
|-«;i  dooisl.  .s-ncw  oi'l^sd 

.v.>if.lsiwr.iiK)ui  tmii;a  ,aipA\i  ll 

bnn  viusiwfH  mo  Jf'o  b-dDBa 

-liiriino  IBO  Ik  ,gnii»998  adJ  ni 

idl  ^odiisiOH  »•' --'O 

2okcn<iq»sosi  Siwlt  vq  isillo  o" 
o)  f tno  30»  «nv/  3l  ^ 

lli',  01  lod  'todi  HU 

mf«  ttiuiT'q^S  ,*(od#s;loa  -nadi  ■ 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SATW; )RD  TOWNSHIP. 


05 


maker  was  the  first  acHial  set- 
tler where  AhrahamG.  AhjerGr 
now  Ih'es,  and  iiis  tract  of  land 
comprised  241  acres.  It  in- 
c’uded  (he  farms  now  belonging 
to  Jesse  Ziegler,  Jacob  R.  Eerg- 
ey,  God.-hall  Bergey,  AViiliam 
Kinsey,  and  Abraham  G.  Ald- 
erfer.  Je.cob  Shoemaker  was 
perhaps  the  first  of  the  Shoe- 
maker family  in  these  parts. 
Quit^  number  of  men  and  wo- 
men f earing  that  name  have  de- 
scended from  him.  He  also  had 
a son  Jacob  who  lived  there  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
when  yet  a few  old  Indian 
squaws  found  protection  under 
his  roof.  They  attended  to  the 
cattle  and  did  chores  for  the 
family  for  their  board  as  long  as 
they  could.  They  died  there 
and  are  buried  in  the  old  Leder- 
ach  fami!\^  burying  ground,  now 
belonging  to  Afa-aliam  R.  Freed, 
near  Lederachville.  Some  time 
after  purchasing  tills  tract  Hr. 
Shoemaker  sold  one-hundrevd 
acres  of  it  to  Henry  Cassel.  It 
now  includes  Gudshaii  Bergvyfs 


and  Wil’iam  Kinsey’s  firms. 

Hr.  Shoemaker’s  tract  then 
contaified  yet  141  Jicres.  It  was 
about  the  time  of  the  Revolu-. 
tion  or  soon  after  that  Mr.  Shoe- 
maker’s barn  was  struck  by 
lightning  aii4  burnt  away  which 
was  a very  rare  occurrence 
in  tliosr!  d.iys.  This  firm  re- 
mained in  tlie  Shoemaker  fiinily 
until  Octnher  10.  1705,  when 
it  was  sold  by  George  Shoe- 
maker, of  Ea.st  Perkionien,  and 
'Michael  Shoemaker,  ot  Fran- 
conia, administrators,  to  Bern- 
hard  Frjer. 

Twenty-fve  or  thirty  }’cars 
later  they  built  a house  for  their 
son  Christian  Fryer,  where 
Jacob  R.  Bergey  and  his  father. 
Rev.  David  Bergey,  now  reside. 
Bernhard  Fryer  died  afiout  the 
3'car  1845,  and  then  his  son, 
Henry,  owned  the  farm.  After 
the  death  of  his  frst  wife, 
Henry  Fryer  sold  his  firm  to 
his  son-iri-law.  Abraham  G. 
Alderfer,  the  present  owner, 
A])ril  1,  1857.  The  frst  house 
Imilt  on  Jesse  Zieglei‘'s  place 
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Avas  put  there  hv  I\'tcu‘  l)ieiiier 
about  the  year  18eS. 

Pett'r  IveilF,  who  pureha-eil 
lOu  acres  of  land  tVom  his 
brother,  Jaeol),  in  J 7-J7,  was  a 
smith.  [Jis  residence  Avas  on 
the  Little  Branch,  and  his  hind 
included  AA'Iiat  now  belongs  to 
Henry  Houpt,  Geory<‘  ^\’iecner, 
Henry  R.  Landes,  Jlenry  Beck- 
er, part  of  Dilliiian  bonder's 
farm  and  a strip  oh  boloinon 
Wasser’s  farm'.  He  and  hi-  wile, 
MarLfaret,  owned  this  land 
nearly  eiylit  years  and  tiien  .'(jltl 
it  to  Jehn  ririch  Sto\c]-  (o'r 
StaulTer.)  April  17  174d.  He 
and  his  Avife,  Cadiaj'ine,  tlien 
owned  this  pro[  erty  nearly  l‘orry 
years  when  tliey  so!<l  it  to  their 
son,  Gerhart  Stover,  De(‘ember 
1-1,  1784,  But  he  owned  it  oidy 
a little  over  three  years  when 
he  and  his  A\die,  Alaryaret.  sold 
it  to  eFacob  Reiff,  die.  (>n  May  1, 
1788,  lor  idddO.  d’hivi'  weeks 
later,  on  May  *21,  L7>s,  Jae**!) 
Reilf  and  his  Avile,  Ihuharine. 
conveyed  lUG  acres  of  the  said 
tra(‘t  to  their  son.  dolui  Reid'. 


for  tlie  sum  of  ,£'748.  The  re- 
maining eiyhty-seven  acres  anid 
other  lands  w'cre  some  years 
later  conveyed  to  their  soii,- 
Benjamin  Reilf,  who  Iniilt  tliat 
house  for  his  son,  Micliael, 
Avhere  Geora‘e  M ieoner.  now 
resides 

There  Avas  a log  house  and  a 
log  barn  on  that  farm  yet  in  inv 
recollection.  It  stood  on  the 
northeast  sideofthestream  com- 
ing doAvn  from  John  Sherley’s, 
and  not  far  from  tlieir  residence. 
4 he  place  may  still  lie  identi- 
fied. It  is  also  said  there  was 
once  a dwelling  near  Hannan 
Fogehs  barn.  Our  grandfathers 
have  told  us  so.  Jolm  Ibudf. 
after  owning  his  ti’jict  r)f  Bm; 
acres  some  time,  sold  tlie  j>reni- 
ises  containing  about  thirty 
acres,  and  the  reinanii'ler  lie  ,'oM 
out  in  lots  of  tom*  or  iiaux*  acres 
each.  Baniel  Kiaimer,  hought 
seA'cral  of  those  lots  adjoininc’ 
each  otlcar  and  l.adit  kia.^  hr't 
hoiei'  wiicre  Ihun-y  IL  Landcs 
li\es,  in  tlie  heginine  of  this 
century.  Aiterwai'd  ibhluvut 
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to  it.  JosL*['l\  Hocklor,-  who 
hiiht  the  >ocon!l  house  tluu'e  in 
18-3S.  owueh  that  farm  forty- 
se\'en  years.  He  also  piinhiased 
several  adjacent  tracts. 

Daniel  Kramer  had  a 1>rotIier 
Andrew,  \vho  was  a Captain  of 
the  militia.  It  was  said  lie  had 
servod  in  the  war  of  IS  12,  and 
aftci-ward  he  was  at  tlie  head  oi* 
tile  militia  when  tliey  were 
drawn  out  to  muster  as  the  law 
then  repaired. 

1 lm\  e now  told  you  all  aliout 
tile  neills  tliat  1 intend  to  say, 

1 ha\e^  told  ail  about  tlie  mid 
aa*i  the  owners  it  liad  IVoni  time 
to  time,  the  several  tracts  of 
land  and  their  histories,  except- 
ing the  ti-act  sold  to  Lawu'ence 
Ldnmiman  in  I7d0.  whicdi  I will 
relate  aher  a vrhile.  Tint  1 will 
now  iutrod.uc‘;‘  my  readers  to 
Mr.  Il-mrv  8.  Dottermv  (d* 
Philiclelidiia,  wlio  wid  t('il  yim 
many  thiims  of  w;d;-h  1 have 
been  sil'-nr  iC'[r niaily  so  about 
tlie  0 (1  (diinadi  .()['  wdiich  1 will 
iiSive  sirmetliine'  more  to  sav  lie- 
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lore  the  c’aise  of  tliese  sket(dies. 

‘•dacol)  ib'itb,  an  early  settler 
o(*  iSalibrd  township,'  was  inti- 
inate’y  ashojiated  witli  the 
affaii s of  the  region  commonly 
named  Skippack.  lie  was  a 
man  of  superior  intid’.iyence, 
held  piihiii^  odiee  for  several 
y(‘ars,  o',\  ned  considerahle  ([uan- 
tities  of  land,  and  was  eonspic- 
iiouslv'  id(‘iitified  with  tlie  in- 
t e R‘s  t s ( ) f t h e ( J ‘ r 1 1 1 a n R e f ) r i n e d 
church  in  Pennsylvania 

‘olohn  Ceoi  ;y  ‘ Redf,  his  father, 
on  till'  Ibth  of  May,  1721,  jaii’- 
chased  of  Henry  Pannehecker 
and  Kve,  his  wile,  a tract  of  200 
acres,  lorattal  in  Salford  town- 
shi[),  Philadelphia  county, 
hounded  on  tli(' soutliwcst  hy  the 
line  ol‘  Ibehber's  (aftmnvards 
Pei  kiom.  n and  Ski[)]rtck)  ti-wii- 
, shi[),  on  the  son!hea>t  hy  land 
of  Peter  Tyson,  on  the  nortli- 
east  ])y  land  ot  John  Sindh  and 
on  the  northwe>i  hy  \;i('ant  land 
an  1 Inad  '.f  Michael  Zam-lci'. 
dolin  (ieoiye  Ib'di'  was  hy  n<-- 
eupatien  a smith.  He  died 
shoi’tlv  1h‘I‘o1('  tlu‘  7th  of  dann- 
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skf:tciies  of  lower  salford  township. 


tiry,  1727,  leaving  a wife,  AViina 
Maria  Ileilf,  and  four  sons  and 
one  daughter,  viz:  George  Heiif, 
the  eldest  son;  Peter  Iveill, 
Conard  ReilT,  Jacob  lleiff,  who 
was  appointed  sole  executor; 
and  Anna  iMaria  lleiff.  In  his 
will,  which  was  dated  December 
15,  1726,  he  designates  his 
trusty  friends,  Isack  Dubov  and 
Lorrents  Switzer,  to  see  that  its 
provisions  are  carried  out.  John 
Scholl,  Garett  Indehaven  and 
Robert  Jones  were  witnesses  to 
TO  the  signature  to  the  will. 

‘‘George  Reiff,  the  eldest  son 
of  John  George  ReitF,  died  at 
Germantown  in  April,  1759. 
He  left  his  property  to  his  wife 
Catharine,  to  his  brothers  Jacob, 
Peter,  and  Conard,  and  to  his 
sister  Anna  Maria  and  her  son, 
Baltes. 

“Conard  Reitf  settled  in  Oley, 
where,  on  August  25,  1735,  he 
purchased  300  acres  of  Cas[)ar 
\’\d.'tar.  Peter  Reitf  also  is  said 
to  have  gone  to  Oley 

“The  exact  date  of  the  arrival 
of  JacolwReilf  (who  dunbtb'ss 


came  with  his  hither)  in  tins 
country  has  not  been  determin- 
ed. From  the  dOryeh-Gerh  irt 
Clemens,  who  purchased  in  1718 
of  David  Powell  six'  Imivlred 
and  ninety  acres  in  Lower  Sal- 
ford township,  the  following- 
extracts  are  made  which  indi- 
cate that  Jacob  Reilf  wars  en- 
gaged in  business  here  as  early 
as  July,  1723:  ‘Anno  1723,  den 
2dten  Juli  hali  ich  mit  Jacob 
Reiff  abgerehnet;  bleib  ich  im 
noch  schuldig  auf  das  land  noch 
14  Pund  18  sclnlling.’  ^ * 

‘hal)  ich  Jacob  Reiff  wieder  6 
punt  a’uf  die  sum  bezalt.’  The 
latter  entry'  is  without  date.  The 
translation  is:  July-  2,  1723, 

settled  with  Jacob  Reiff;  bal- 
ance due  him  on  the  land  14 
Pounds  18  Shillings,  * ^ * Paid 
Jacob  Reiff  6 pouials  on  account. 
IMr.  Jaiiies  5.  Heckler,  who 
kindly  furnished  the.-e  ex<-racts, 
justly-  rema.rks:  ‘It  he  (Jacob 
Reiff)  was  entnisre«l  by  tlau 
Colonial  go\'erninent  as  agent  to 
go  arouml  among  the  settlers  to 
cadlect  [)artial  [jayimuits  on  tlieii- 
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lands  in  1723,  he  must  have 
been  here  some  time  before,  well 
acquainted,  and  in  the  confid- 
ence of  the  leading  men.’ 

“On  December  1,  1727,  Jacob 
Ileiff,  of  Skippack,  yeoman, 
bought  three  tracts,  containing 
together  546  acres,  viz:  one  par- 
cel, ‘near  Skippack,’  of  343 
acres;  a tract  ‘near  Eebber’s 
township,’  adjoining  lands  of 
Hans  George  Eeiff,  Michael 
Ziegler,  John  Shull,  and  Hans 
Eeitr,  and  vacant  land,  157 
acres;  and  another  tract,  ‘near 
vSkippack’  adjoining  land  of 
Christian  AUebach,  Heniy 
lluld,  xVndrew  Lederach,  and 
Hans  UeifT  and  vacant  land,  46 
acres.  On  the  ICth  of  May, 
1730,  he  sold  100  acres  to  Law- 
rence Bingeman.  In  the  tax 
list  of  Salford  ■ township,  for 
1734,  Jacob  Reiff  is  returned  as 
the  owner  of  150  acres,  and 
Hans  Reilf  and  George  Reifl  as 
<'>wners  of  100  acres  each. 

“Tlie  plantation  which  Jacob 
Reilf  retacined  for  his  home  was 
located  netir  the  southea.^'t  l)ord- 


er of  the  present  township  of 
Lower  Salford,  on  both  sides  of 
the  Little  Branch  creek,  near 
the  Skippack.  This  property 
became  famous  as  the  place  upon 
which  the  Skippack  Reformed 
church  was  erected,  and  it  w\as 
the  family  homestead  until  re- 
cently of  the  pioneer  owmer’s 
descendants. 

“It  was  here  that  he  lived 
during  the  years  of  his  official 
life,  when  he  held  the  respon- 
sible position  of  deputy  for  the 
probate  of  wills,  by  authority 
from  lYilliam  Plumsteaad,  re- 
gister general.  The  precise 
period  during  which  he  acted  in 
this  capacity  has  not  been  as- 
certained by  the  writer,  but  it 
covered  at  least  the  years  1743 
and  1748  inclusive.  IVills  were 
brought  to  him  for  probate  from 
many  of  the  interior  townships, 
such  as  Salford,  Hanover, 
Amitv,  Oley,  Perkioinen  and 
Ski[)pack,  Towamencin,  Maid- 
encreek,  Saucon,  Rockhill,  Cole- 
brookdale  Worcester,  Provi- 
dence and  Franconia.  The  ol)- 
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ject  in  ha\'ini:;  a German-sj)eak- 
ing  deputy  located  here,  was 
doubtless,  to  accoinuiodate  tho>e 
Genu.in  iuhabitauts,  who  lived 
a great  distance  iVoiii  Philadel- 
])hia  an-1  were  ingorant  of  the 
, EnuEiOi  language. 

•'A\'ry  lew  of  the  early  im- 
migrants revisitei]  the  Father- 
land.  Jacob  Ileiii  ^wis  an  ex- 
ception; he  made  two  ^.'oyjiges 
to  Europe,  He  went  to  Hol- 
land and  Germany  in  1727,  Oo 
fetch  his  Eelatio ns  ' lie  return- 
ed in  the  ship  Mortoii house, 
whose  passengers  signed  rli  j de- 
claration at  Phiiadelpliia  on 
August  19,  1720.  This  vessel 
brought  one  hundred  and  eight  v 
])ersons.  xVmong  these  he  and 
one  other  had  previous’y  been 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  they  re- 
corded their  names:  cJacob  Reilf, 
formerly  of  Pa.’  and  ‘Jacob 
Sellers,  of  Germantown.’  One 
of  the  passengers  who  came  was 
ITronica  Reilf,  who  d<.>ul)tless 
was  one  of  his  relatives,  fait  it 
is  almost  certain  slie  was  not, 
as  has  l)een  stated,  his  wife. 


Among  the  other  passengers,  in 
this  ship’s  company,  were  Diel- 
man  Kolb,  Henrieh  Schlengluff, 
A'endel  Wiant,  .Christopher 
Schand)ach,  Fi‘iedejl(di  Mars- 
teller,  and  Johann  George  Croes- 
mann,  who  settled  in  the  Perk- 
iomen  andSkippack  valleys  and 
became  worthy  citizens  and 
iounders  offimilies.  Before  em- 
barking tor  his  return  to  Amer- 
ica, Mr.  ReiiTlaid  out  his  money 
in  goods  suitable  for  use  in  Penn- 
sylvania which  he  brought  with 
him  lor  sale  here.  This  was  then 
the  custom;  and  it  was  far  better  to 
bring  saleable  mei’chandise  than 
the  money  of  Europe  wliich  was 
not  current  here. 

‘•Before  giving  an  ac'count  j)f 
Mr.  Reiff’s  second  visit  to 
Europe  it  is  necessary  to  go 
back  some  years  and  to  speak  of 
his  church  connectiim.  xVnd 
this  will  bring  us  to  the  most 
trying  and  ini[)ortant  event  in 
his  career.  In  the  yeai*  1727, 
the  congi*egition  ol  the  German 
Reibrmetl  church  of  Skip[>ack. 
of  which  George  Michael  eiss 
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wns  clioseii  pjistur.  was  or;ian- 
ized.  WeiiClal  Kiener,  Gorliait 
Ipabhaven,  Chistopher  Schmidt 
end  (Jeorge  He  id  were  elected 
elders. 

“Jacob  Heiff  vras  coiineeted 
with  ti:is  ceneregation  Iroiii  its 
Erst  e^tablisment.  Alter  hi-  re- 
turn 1‘rom  lioiiand,  several  of 
the  elders  of  tlie  Skip[)ack  con- 
gregation, and  ot  the  German 
Reformed  church  at  Philadel- 
pliia,  as  also  Ttev.  George  Mich- 
ael AVeiss,  earnestly  mitreated 
Mr.  Reid*  to  go  to  Holland  and 
Germany  once  more,  to  accom- 
pany Pastor  M\nss,  wlio  was  go- 
ing over  to  receive  certain 
money  then  held  by  the  Re- 
formed Classes  of  Holland  (or 
the  building  ot  churches  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  to  assist  Mr.  M eiss 
in  his  efforts  to  collect  arlditional 
sums  for  the  same  purpose  else- 
Avhere  in  Holland  and  in  Ger- 
many. . The  collections  thus 
made  were  to  Ix'  for  the  use  of 
the  Reformed  churches  at  Ski])- 
pack  and  Philadelphia,  which 
were  in  -unhappy  and  neces- 


sitous condition  ’ He  was  then 
engaged  in  erecting  certain 
buildings  on  his  plantadion  in 
Salford,  and  it  was  likely  to  )>e 
very  prejudicial  to  his  affiirs  to 
be  absent,  xilthoiieh  promised 
reasonable  satisfaction  for  his 
time  and  trouble,  he  declined  at 
first  to  go.  However,  he  was 
still  m’gesl  to  un-'lertake  the 
journey.  In  order  to  get  lid  of 
these  importunities  lie  olTered  to 
contribute  five  pounds  out  of  his 
o^vn  pocket  toward  sending 
anotiier  person  on  the  errand. 
At  length,  he  was  prevailed  on 
to  go  upon  the  hazardons  and 
troublesome  vmyage,  to  the  great 
displeasure  and  uneasiness  of 
his  most  intimate  friends  and 
relations.  Before  his  departure 
the  elders  of  the  two  congre- 
gations sianed  an  agreement  to 
compensate  Idm  generou-<l\'  fur 
his  troulde. 

“The  solicitude  ol  the  church 
ollicers  to  obtain  Mr.  Reitr’s 
services  for  this  important  mis- 
sion, was  doiibtIe>s  due  to  liis 
higli  standing  in  the  com- 
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munit  v,  his  pecuniary  responsi- 
bility, and  his  experience  and 
ability  in  business  matters. 
They  gave  him  written  author- 
ity to  attend  to  the  financial 
part  of  the  work,  and,  in  case 
Mr.  Weiss  did  not  return  to 
America,  to  assume  full  charge 
and  also  to  procure  another 
minister  at  Heidelberg,  for  the 
congregations.  This  paper*  was 
signed  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
19th  of  May,  1730,  by  the 
elders  of  both  churches,  as  fol- 
lows: Of  the  Philadelphia  con- 
gregation— J.  Diener,  M.  D., 
Pieter  Lecolie,  Johann  Wilrn 

*Tlie  folkminc;’  is  a co]n'  of  this  docu- 
ment. It  was  used  by  RuV.  Henry  Har- 
bauj^h,  I).  D.,  ill  the  prqniration  of  liis 
work,  ‘The  Fathers  of  the  Reformed 
Church,'  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
Prof.  .Iose})h  Henry  Dabbs,  D.  D.,  of 
Lancaster,  Pa: 

‘■Naehdem  unscr  Herr  Pastor  Weisses 
sich  resolviivt  mit  seiiiein  bey  sieh 
halieuden  GLderte  .Tacoi)  Reilf  nach  Ene-- 
laiid  and  Ibitterdam  eine  Pei>e  zu  than 
am  die  Coleete  welche  da  in  loco  am 
erbaaaiu>-  eiucr  Ivio.-lie  alhie.'lLi'en  Landes 
bm-eit  lieo'cn;  als  wird  Jacob  Ihoif  hiermit 
die  Volaiacht  ueu'etH  a alles  zu  bir^orii'en 
(Limit  llerr  Wt  i<s  mit  sachen  s(*eh‘ifh  e\- 
pedirt  and  zar  rueckkidir  nacii  Pea^il- 
vanieii  bto^'che M ill.  Wie  wir  i^nes  <!  (u 
alL's  auf  soin  ^iires  L:'ea;c->(  s nebereebmi, 
aach  die  Volmacht  ia  aiieai  uebeiiassen. 
W'elehes  wir  zar  Steuer  eiiiea!  amd'ir  an- 
terschreibfii.  So  o-eselielieu  Philadeipliia. 
d.  Ih  May,  ITJO 


Ptoerig,  lien  rich  Weller,  Georg 
Peter  Hillenguss,  Hans  Michael 
Froelich,  and  Michael  Hillen- 
gass;  of  the  Skippack  congreg- 
ation— Wendel  Kieber,  Deobalt 
Jung,  Christophel  Schmitt,  Ger- 
hart Indeheven,  Georg  IleifT, 
and  Georg  Phillip  Dodderer. 
Reiff  and  IVeiss  embarked  for 
Holland,  and  in  due  time  arriv- 
ed there  in  safety. 

“M  hen  Weiss  was  ready  to 
return  to  Pennsylvania,  he  gave 
Reiff,  (who  did  not  return  until 
later),  the  collection  book  in 
which  were  entered  certain  sub- 
scriptions. Mr.  Reiff  received 
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k mime  woite  od  r solie,  ( r als  Re  d so 
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guiig  or  Jacob  Jhitf  die  P>rieU>  an  Ite- 
liu'rigen  Orren  zu  bestellen  and  sell>sr  sii’h 
naeli  (iuer  Antwort  za  heiVagt.n. 
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siuns  of  loone}^  as  follows: 

TTollaiul  Guilders. 


An  Oiueroi  George 3riclu?ei  W'e'ss 
on3[r.  Jolni  Leonhaid  Van 
Astjn,  of  IJoctei’dam  7 oO 

3[essr.'.  Charles  and  Isaac  Beln,  ^e, 

at  Frank  ford-on-the-^Ialii  7o0 

The  Ke formed  Dutch  Congre- 

gatioii  at  Frankford  40 

The  Reformed  Frencli  Clmreli  at 

Frankford  , 20 

The  Rt.  formed  French  Church  at 

Hanau  12 

The  Low  Dutch  Church  at  Ilauaii  4 


.“In  the  Sumnier  of  1731,  Mr. 
ReifF  was  in  readiness  to  return. 
By  arrangement  liet ween  Doc- 
tor Willielinus,  a Holland 
friend  ot  the  Reformed  chun^h- 
es  in  Pennsylvania,  Rev,  Mr. 
Weiss  and  himself,  Mr.  Reiil  in- 
vested the  funds  in  liis  hands  in 
merchandise.  This  course  was 
deemed  judicious  and  conv»:;n- 
ient,  and  likely  to  be  profitable 
to  the  congregation.  The  goods 
were  put  aboard  the  Brit;inia 
Galley,  Michael  Franklyn,  mas- 
ter, at  Rotterdam;  as  were  also 
the  clothing,  effects,  and  pro- 
visions of  Mr.  Re  iff.  At  this 
juncture,  Do(*tor  Wilhehnus 
thought  proper  to  direct  Mr. 
Reiff  go  to  Dordrecht,  where  the 
synods  of  Xortli  ami  K^outli  IIol- 
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land  were  in  session.  Mf . Reiff 
after  attending  to  his  duty  re- 
turned with  all  possible  haste  to 
Rotterdam,  but  found,  to  his 
surprise  and  chagrin,  that  the 
Britan ia  had  sailed  for  Cowes, 
taking  the  merchandise  and  his 
personal  effects  ns  well.  Cowes, 
on  the  Isle  of  IVright,  was  an 
English  pert  of  clearance  for 
America.  Here  the  duties  were 
collected  by  customs  and  ireight 
was  received  by  the  ship’s  own- 
ers. Mr.  Reiff  being  separated 
from  the  property,  and  no 
money  tor  duties  having  ])cen 
provided  the  goods  were  landed 
and  stored  at  Cowes.  The  vessel 
arrived  at  Phi!adel[)hia  Septem- 
ber 21,  1731.  Mr.  Reiff  kdled 
for  home  the  following  war.  In 
June,  1732,  he  reached  • Cowes, 
and  made  efforts  to  free  the 
goods  and  take  them  with  him, 
but,  the  wind  being  fair  and  his 
ship  ready,  there  was  insutheient 
rime  to  attend  to  the  require;' 
fnaiiahtios  at  customs  and  te 
ship  the  goods,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled, most  reluet.mtly,  to  pro- 
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ceed  ^vithoiit  them.  Before  do- 
ing so,  he  deposited  wdth  John 
Hope,  an  eminent  merchant  at 
Cowes,  the  sum  of  forh-nine 
pistoles,  equal  to  £68,  12,  0, 
Pen  ns}d  van  i a c u r re  n cy , fo  r d u t ies 
and  freight,  and  received  Mr. 
Hope’s  promise  to  forwc.rd  the 
property  by  the  first  opportun- 
ity. 

“IVhen  Mr.  ReifF  reached 
Philadelphia  his  most  serious 
trouble  began.  The  entire  trans- 
action  was  beset  with  vexations 
and  misunderstandings.  The 
Philadelphia  church  officers  were 
anxious  to  obtain  the  money, 
according  to  the  amounts  sul)- 
scribed,  ignoring  or  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  that  it  had  been  con- 
verted into  merchandise.  More- 
over, Mr.  ReifF  denied  having 
received  the  money  for  subscrip- 
tions entered  in  the  collection 
book  before  it  was  handed  to 
him.  iSlr.  Weiss,  who  would 
seem  to  have  been  tbe  proper 
person  to  clear  up  the  diOiculty, 
had  ‘})iirged^’  himself  of  the  case 
by  making  oath  that  none  of  the 
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funds  remained  in  his  hands, 
and  had  gone  to  the  Catskills, 
on  the  Hudson  river,  and  as- 
sumed a pastorate. 

“A  suit  was  commenced  in 
Governor  Keith’s  court  of  chan- 
cery. On  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1732,  upon  the  petition  of 
John  Diemer,  Michael  Hillen- 
gass,  Joest  Schmidt,  Henrich 
lYeller,  Jacob  Siegel,  ami  ICil- 
helm  Rcerig,  of  the  Philadelphia 
congregation,  a writ  of  ne  exeat 
Provincia — forbidding  him  to 
leave  the  Province — was  grant- 
ed against  Mr.  ReifF.  A Bill  of 
Complaint  w^as  filed,  and  a 
bulky  answer  made  thereto. 
The  case  lingered  in  this  court 
for  severe  1 years . F ebruary  2 2 , 
1734,  by  consent  of  counsel  the 
writ  of  ne  exeat  was  vacated, 
and  Mr.  ReifF  furnished  sure- 
ties in  the  sum  of  £l00  current 
money  of  America,  to  abide  by 
the  decree  of  the  court.  This 
ends  the  record  in  this  Coin  t. 
But  it  did  not  settle  the  matter 
at  issue.  Apparently,  the  law 
was  Ineffiectual  as  against  Mr. 
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ReifF.  . The  matter  now  slum- 
bered for  over  twelve  years. 

“In  1740,  Rev.  Michael  Sch- 
latter was  sent  by  Synods  of 
Holland  as  superintendent  of  the 
German  Reformed  churches  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  He 
was  instructed  to  take  up  and 
adjust  the  matter  in  dispute 
with  Mr.  Reiff.  September  2Ist 
was  named  for  a meeting.  Mr. 
Schlatter  reported  the  result  in 
these  words:  ‘At  the  appointed 
time,  1 w^ent  Avith  Mr,  Weiss  to 
the  house  of  J.  Reiff,  to  inves- 
tigate his  accounts  of  the  nionev 
collected  in  Hoi! and.  I Avdli  not 
publish  the  particulars  and 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case,  but  Avill  lay  them  before 
the  ReA'erend  Synods,  and  only 
say  here,  that  this  disagree- 
able business  was  not  disposed 
of  till  the  beginning  of  the  fol- 
lowing year.  Through  the  inter- 
ference of  four  English  gentle- 
men, who  Avere  chosen  arbitra- 
tors, a settlement  aaois  huailv 
made,  and  Mr.  Reilf,  alter  de- 
ducting his  expanses,  p;iid  over 


to  me  ^135  or  900  guilders, 
for  which  I am  prepared  to  ren- 
der an  account.’ 

“Mr.  Schlatter  probably 
thought,  as  he  reasonablv  might, 
that  a speedy  settlement  Avould 
banish  this  unfortunate  subject 
from  the  minds  of  the  church 
people,  and  remove  a stumbling 
block  from  his  oAvn  path.  But, 
instead,  there  Acas  a fresh  out- 
burst of  bad  feeling  in  the  Ger- 
man communities.  Rumor  again 
Avagged  its  malicious  tongues. 
One  side  angrih'  criticized  Mr. 
Schlatter;  another  party  vented 
its  Avrath  upon  Mr.  Reiff,  going 
so  far  even  as  to  malign  the 
good  names  ot  his  brothers.  Mr. 
Reiff  and  Mr.  Schlatter  Avere 
satisfied  Avith  themselves  and 
Avith  each  other;  but  others,  and 
some  of  them  Avithout  interest 
in  the  matter,  could  not  be  con- 
tent. To  still  the  st(')rm,  Mr. 
Scidatter  deemed  it  AA’ise  to  pub- 
lish the  following  in  Sauer’s 
(ferniantoAvn  newspaper : 
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ADYERTISrMT^'Xr. 

‘•This  serves  as  notice  tliat  in 
fntiue  no  pe-'son  shnll  trke  upon 
himself  to  offend  the  brothers 
Reiff  and  their  lamilies  with  un- 
kind remarks  and  reproaches  in 
connection  with  the  much-ta-k- 
ed  of  Collections,  inasmuch  as 
Mr.  Jacob  Reiff  immediately 
upon  my  arrival  in  tbiscouiPry, 
rendered  an  account  in  a Ijecom- 
ingand  orderly  manner,  and  has 
settled  the  matter  to  my  entire 
satisfaction,  in  wiiich  I am  sup- 
ported by  the  judgment  of  pro- 
minent and  intelligent  men  who 
assisted  me  in  bringing  the  sub- 
ject to  a conclusion;  I liave 
found  him  in  this  nothing  other 
than  an  honest  man  and  a friend, 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  I can 
justify  the  disposition  made  of 
this  controversy  before  the  high 
authority  of  the  Reverend  and 
Christian  Synods  in  North  and 
South  Holland. 

MICHAEL  SCHLATTER, 

V.  D.  M. 

October  IG,  1746. 

“ The  officers  of  the  Phila- 
delphia congregation  claimed,  in 
their  suit  at  law,  .somewhat  up- 
wards of  2100  Holland  guilders. 
LTpon  this  sum  fifteen  } ears  in- 


terest had  accrued.  There  was 
much  disappointment  felt  at  the 
meagre  outcome  of  900  guilders 
from  the  settlement.  Mr.  Sch- 
latter does  not  explain  the  dis- 
proportion be- ween  the  amount 
claimed  and  tlie  sum  received. 
Some  information  is  wiihin 
reach,  however,  which  helps  to 
account  for  the  seeming  discre- 
pancy. Mr.  Reiffwas  promised, 
bcfoie  his  departure  to  Europe, 
eighteen  pence  per  day.  and 
traveling  expenses  " until  his  re- 
turn; amd,  if  our  inference  is 
correct,  that,  by  the  sailing  of 
the  Britannia  in  the  Fa'l  of 
1731,  before  his  return  from 
Dordrecht  to  Ptotterdam,  he  was 
compelled  to  remain  in  Europe 
during  the  winter  of  1731-2, 
this  item  was  necessarily  largely 
inci’eased.  A house  of  worship 
for  the  Skippack  Reformed  con- 
gregation was  erected,  or  in 
couive  of  erection,  upon  the 
phintativ)!!  of  Mr.  Beiff  at  the 
time  he  was  induced  to  accom- 
pany Mr.  l\h‘iss  to  Em*o])e: 
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upon  ttiis  lie  h;u,l  made  advances, 
amounting  according  to  his 
statement  to  j£l50,  and  the 
moneys  collected  were  in  part  to 
be  applied  to  his  reimbursement. 
Moreover,  Mr.  Ileiff  firmly  dis- 
avowed having  received  more 
than  1576  guilders,  as  herein- 
before specified.  The  merchan- 
dise purchased  with  the  church 
money  in  Holland,  presumably, 
reverted  to  Mr.  HeifF  upon 
arrival  at  Philadelphia.  Doubt- 
less these  items  entered  into  the 
reckoning  which,  with  the  aid  of 
four  arbitrators,  was  patiently 
conducted  at  Mr.  Reiff  as  house,  in 
Salford;  where  a settlement  was 
made  the  more  difficult  by  the 
lapse  of  so  many  years  and  the  in- 
definite understanding  between 
the  contracting  parties.  Thus, 
melted  awaay,  under  a series  of 
unfortunate  vet  leixitimate  cir- 
cumstances,  a portion  of  the 
generous  gifts  of  the  Reformed 
people  of  the  Patherland. 

“Mr.  Reiff,  as  is  fully  borne 
out  by  what  has  been  said,  was 
a man  of  enter|nase  and  public 


spirit.  Tradition,  as  well  as  the 
records,  speak  of  him  as  a man 
in  the  lead  of  diurch  affiiirsand 
business  improvements  in  his 
locality.  He  is  credited  wdth 
the  ownership  of  a numlier  of 
slaves;  and  doubtless  he  did  hold 
property  of  this  description,  as 
was  the  general  custom  of  well- 
to-do  farmers  at  that  day. 

“Adjoining  the  church  on  his 
premises  tliere  was  a burying- 
ground,  in  which  rest  the  re- 
mains of  Gabriel  Schuler,  a pil- 
lar in  the  Reformed  church  in 
early  times,  and  others  of  the 
neighboring  people.  At  present 
however  all  marks  of  the  graves 
have  di>'‘ appeared  and  the  spot 
is  a cultivated  field.  The  date 
of  the  erection  of  the  church 
edifice  is  involved  in  uncertain- 
ty;  but  it  is  surmised  that  it 
w^as  built  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
Mr  Weiss,  in  1727,  and  this 
supposition  is  strengthened  by 
the  well  established  fact  that 
John  Philip  Badim  began  to 
minister  among  the  German  Re- 
formed  people  in  Skippack 
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D'»S 

^aboiit  the  year  1720.  The  title 
to  the  ground  upon  which  the 
church  was  located  remained  in 
^[r  Iieifl.  The  demolition  of 
the  structure  is  given,  definite- 
ly by  James  Y.  Heckler,  a local 
antiquary,  as  having  occurred 
in  1743,  during  which  year  Hr. 
Iieitf  built  a mill  from  the  ma- 
terial in  the  church. 

‘Tlev.  Henry  Harbaugh  in 
June,  1854,  visited  the  site  of 
the  old  graveyard  and  church, 
and  the  mill,  and  painted  this 
poetic  and  pathetic  word-picture 
of  the  scene : 

“‘The  spot  which  was  once  a 
graveyard,  but  can  now  scarce  * 
ly  be  recognized  as  such,  is  on 
the  west  side  of  a large  field. 
The  fence  which  once  enclosed 
it  is  long  since  gone.  The  field 
was  at  that  time,  covered  with 
waving  rye.  The  ploughing  of 
the  field  has,  from  time  to  time, 
encroached  upon  the  sacred  pre- 
cincts, so  that  the  v-n'uev^  have 
been  n^unded  olf;  and  it  now 
lies,  like  a small  halt-moon, 
along  the  fence.  The  soapstone 


gravestones  are  all  bi’oken;  some 
pieces  are  still  projecting  above 
ground,  but  nearlyjevelled  with 
the  earth,  while  fragments  are 
lying  around,  with  letters  and 
parts  of  names  upon  them.  The 
largest  luimber  of  letters  we 
could  find  together,  on  any  frag- 
ment, was — ‘schu.’ 

“‘A  most  lonely  and  neglect- 
ed spot  is  this  ancient  burial- 
place,  but,  on  that  very  account, 
it  is  more  sadly  and  solemnly 
iiitei’esting.  The  fence  corners 
are  filled  with  thorns,  under 
Avhich  we  found  pieces  of  tomb- 
stones. A solitary  Juneb^rry 
tree  throws  a feeble  shadow' 
upon  the  spot.  The  ground  is 
covered  w'ith  the  many-leaved 
yari*owg  the  wild  parsnip,  tiie 
Canadian  thistle,  St.  John’s  wort, 
cinquefoil,  spots  of  wdiite  clover, 
solidago  of  golden  rod,  wnth 
hei'e  and  there  a lonely  niullei*i, 
a bunch  of  wild  cotton,  and  Icuv 
bushes  of  the  wild  [>him. 

“ Tt  was  a bright  and  beauii- 
ful  day  w'htn  w'e  stooil  on  tire 
spot,  Arvamd  lay  a most  lovely 
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^coLuitrv,  in  all  tlie  hope  and 
<:Iory  ot“  Jnne.  The  ear  was 
greetei]  IVoin  all  sides  witli  the 
soiuK's  of  summer — the  hum  ot 
l)ees,  the  song  of  the  birds,  and 
the  voi  es  of  ploughmen,  far  and 
near.  At  a distance  of  about 
six  miles  south  lie  the  Madetche 
mountains,  and,  still  nearer, 
winds  the  Schippach  through  a 
beautiful  vabey.  How  frequent- 
ly, however,  whi’e  we  lingered 
in  this  lonely  grave-yard,  was 
our  mind  and  heart  called  from 
the  Eden-like  scenes  which  lay 
around  to  the  lowly  resting- 
place  ot  the  d«aid  near  us! 

“ n\bout  two  hundred  yards 
ea>t  cdThe  gu'aveyaid  is  the  spot 
on  which  stood  the  lug*  church. 
The  site  of  the  old  church  is  at 
the  edge  of  a woods,  where  is 
still  to  be  seen  something  of  a 
glebe,  such  as  betrays  a vener- 
able place. 

“‘The  logs  of  the  old  church 
were  used  in  the  erection  of 
what  is  now  Allebaclfs  mid,  on 
the  Schi])|)ach,  where  they  still 
form  the  walls  of  that  old  build- 
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iug.  There  the  farmer-boy, 
when  he  rides  on  his  wheat-bag 
to  the  mid,  may  still  see  the 
venerable,  widely-hewn  timbers 
which,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
ye-irs  au'o,  formed  the  holy  place 
in  which  his  great-great-great 
grand-pareats  heard  God’s 
VvT)rd,  offered  their  prayers  and 
songs  of  praise,  and  received 
the  emblems  of  our  Saviour’s 
l)roken  body  and  slied  blood.’ 
“Regarding  the  familvhistorv 
of  Jacob  Reitf  considei'able  in- 
format  kjn  is  at  hand. 

“Tn  the  church  Ijook  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation  at 
Trappe,  of  which  Rev.  Mr, 
Moehlenberg  was  pastor,  is  re- 
corded: ‘January  8,  IToo,  the 

aged  widow  Reiff,  Jacob  Reiff^’s 
mother,  was  buried  at  tlie  Men- 
nonite  grave  yard.  Her  age 
was  ninety  years  eight  months  ’ 
“The  decease  of  this  aged 
woman  was  made  by  Pastor 
hludileiiberg  the  subject  of  a 
])oi  lion  of  one  (;f  bis  letters  to 
Halle,  showing  that  the  occur- 
rence was  one  of  great  interest 
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to  the  German  community  of 
the  region  in  which  she  lived. 
He  wrote  these  words: 

“In  the  same  month,  (Janu- 
ary 1753),  I was  requested  to 
officiate  at  the  funeral  of  a pious 
widow  who  sank  to  rest  in  the 
Lord  at  the  age  of  ninety  years, 
who  dwelt  eight  miles  from  New 
Providence  (Trappe),  and  who 
was  buried  at  the  so-called 
jMennonite  churchyard.  She  had 
been  a long  time  in  this  country, 
had  several  esteemed  married 
sons,  of  'whom  some  professed 
the  Reformed  faith,  while  the 
others  sought  only  the  transitory 
things  of  this  world,  and  a 
daughter  who  in  a manner  was 
friendly  ' to  the  Evangelical 
(Lutheran)  church.  She  re- 
mained during  the  recent  years 
with  her  most  intelligent  and 
worthy  son,  and  was  by  him 
maintained,  as  is  right.  During 
the  first  years  of  my  proseime 
here  she  resided  with  her  diaugh- 
ter,  heard  diligently  the  word  of 
God,  and  showed  herself  a 
worth V widow,  lived  retired. 
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set  her  hopes  upon  the  living 
God,  made  prayer  day  and 
night,  albeit  she  was  compelled 
to  hear  and  see  many  blasphe- 
mous sayings  and  doings  by 
which  she  rvas  grieved  and  pain- 
ed. However  she  did  not  fall  in 
with  these  wrong  doings,  but  re- 
mained faithful  to  God’s  IVord 
and  to  prayer,  until  she  went  to 
live  with  her  son,  when  she  was 
enabled  to  pass  her  days  more 
quietly  and  to  make  preparation 
for  a blessed  end.  I visited  her 
in  her  last  dwelling  place  at  her 
son’s  desire,  and  served  her  with 
God’s  Word  and  the  Holy  Com- 
munion. At  her  burial,  her  son, 
who  could  discern  in  others  the 
good  as  well  as  the  bad,  testified 
with  many  tears,  that  she  had 
been  a pious  widow,  an  instruc- 
tor of  her.  family  in  things 
spiritual,  a peacemaker,  and  a 
model  of  godliness;  and  with  this 
testimony'  the  voice  of  disinter- 
e>ted  friends  was  in  accord,  ad- 
ding that  she  cared  little  ibr  this 
wicked  worldand  ha<l  been  much 
affected  bv  its  inlhieri(‘cs.  1 took, 
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Ill 


as  appropriate  to  the  circum- 
stances, the  ninth  chapter  ol 
Kcclesiastes,  from  the  thirteenth 
to  the  sixteenth  verses:  This 

wisdom  have  I seen  also  under 
the  sun,  and  it  seemed  great 
unto  me:  there  was  a little  city, 
and  fewynen  within  it  ; etc.  The 
elders  of  the  i\Iennonite  meet- 
ing premitted  and  requested, 
from  neighborly  Iriendship,  that 
I .-hould  deliver  the  funeral  dis- 
course in  their  meeting  house, 
\\  hich  I did  to  a numerous  and 
res]iectab:e  gathering,  and  the 
surviving  rehitives  made  such 
loud  lamentations  under  my 
words  that  I was  veiy  much  dis- 
turbed. Mav  the  urace  of  God 
«/ 

bestow  a lasting  blessing  upon 
His  Word. 

•Tn  a Sauer  Bible,  now  in  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  family,  is 
this  entry:  ‘Jacob  Reitf,  the 

elder,  was  born  November  15, 
IGOS.’  He  died  February  16, 
1782,  and  was  buried  at  the 
Skippack  Mennonite  meeting 
house,  where  his  grave  is  mark- 
ed by  a stone,  bearing  the  words: 


‘Jacob  Beitf,  gestorben  deti 
16 ten  February,  1782,  sein 
Alter  war  83  Jahr,.  3 monat 
und  1 tag.’  From  deeds  given 
by  Jacob  Beiff  we  know  that  he 
had  no  wife  on  April  15,  1730, 
and  May  16,  1730.  In  the  year 

1733,  he  married  xVnna , 

who  survived  him,  and  died 
October  28,  1788,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years.  The  wife  is  also 
buried  at  the  Mennonite  grave- 
yard in  Skippack.  Their  chil- 
ren  were: 

“Jacob,  born  June  18,  1734, 
married  Catharine  Schneider; 
died  February  25,  1816. 

“Catharine,  married  and  lived 
in  Oley. 

“George,  born  in  1740; 
married  Elizabeth  Hendricks; 
died  January  24,  1808. 

“Jacob  Beiff,  the  younger,  and 
Catharine  Schneider  were  mar- 
ried; in  August,  1756.  They 
had  seven  children: 

“Jacob,  born  August  31, 17o7 ; 
married  IMarv  Detweiler;  died 
in  1847.  He  was  a miller  on 
the  lYissahiidxon. 
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‘ ‘ J oh  n , born  Dece  m be  r 5 , 1 7 5 9 ; 
was  twice  married;  died  Febru- 
ary 6,  1826.” 

Catharine,  born  Xovember  8, 
3 761;  married  (first)  lYilliam 
Price,  and  afterwards  Joseph 
Harley.  She  died  December  25, 
1840. 

George,  born  December  3, 
1763;  married  xlpril  7,  1784, 
Puxchel  Pawling.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 16,  1823. 

Elizabeth,  born  xlugust  16, 
1769;  married  John  Weber. 
She  died  September  16,  1825. 

Anna,  born  August  21, 1771; 
married  Joseph  Detweiler.  She 
died  Aprd  30,  1860. 

Benjamin,  born  August  19. 
1778;  married,  Decepiber  31, 
1797,  Anna  Croll.  He  was  a 
man  of  Jocal  influence,  and  a 
member  of  the  vState  Senate  of 
Pennsylvania  for  a number  of 
terms. 

Catharine  Schneider,  wife  of 
Jacob  Reiff,  tiie  \’Ounger,  was 
born  February  15,  1737;  she 
died  Septem])er  18,  1,811. 

George  Reiff,  son  of  Jacob 


Reiff,  the  elder,  and  Elizabeth 
Hendricks  were  married  under 
a license  issued  February  15, 
1764.  Their  children  were  six 
in  number: 

Abraham,  born  in  1766,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ma- 
thias Stauffer,  of  Lower  Salford. 
He  died  in  1846. 

George,  born  December  23, 
1768;  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Garret  Clemens,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1702.  He  died  No- 
vember 28,  1847. 

Jacob,  born  in  1770;  married, 
September  19,  1793,  l)y  Mich- 
ael Croll,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
to  Sarah  Clemens;  died  in  1853. 
He  was  a storekeeper  in  Skip- 
j)ackville.  v^arah,  wife  of 
this  Jacob  Reiff',  was  born  in 
1774  and  died  in  1852. 

Daniel,  born  5Iay  28,  1773; 
married  Mary  Boyer.  He  died 
August  29,  1815* 

Elizabeth,  born  November  11, 
1775;  marrietl  Christian  Det- 
weiier,  of  Franconia.  She  die»l 
April  14,  1860. 

Josoj.ili,  born  July  3,  1779; 
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married  Elizabeth  Eechtel;  they 
had  five  children — Isaac,  Geo., 
Susan,  Elizabeth  and  Pollv.  He 
died  January  9,  ISoO. 

Elizabeth  Hendricks,  \vife  of 
George  He  iff,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 15,  17C4.  She  died  in 
1817. 

JACOB  HOFFMAN. 

When  Jacob  Heift  sold  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  to  Law- 
rence Bingeman  in  1730,  where 
Abraham  B.  Alderfer  mnv  lives, 
they  had  tu  cut  off  a narrow 
strip  containing  thirteen  acres 
on  the  northeast  side  of  the 
tract  in  order  to  get  a never- 
fai.ing  spring  and  space  for  a 
meadow  on  the  tract,  which 
was  to  contain  just  one  hundred 
acres.  By  a resurvey  this  long, 
narrow  strip  was  found  to  con- 
tain thirteen  acres  and  forty- 
eight  perches,  when  Ja.colj  Heiff, 
Jr.,  sold  it  to  Peter  Boorse, 
May  28,  17SS.  That  part  of 
this  strip  whlcli  is  located  l)e- 
tween  Abraham  B.  xVlderfer’s 
and  Godshalk  Help’s  lands,  now 
belongs  to  Isaac  Help.  Law- 


rence Bingeraan  put  the  first 
])uildings  where  Mr.  Alderfer 
now  lives,  and  made  a premises 
there.  The  barn  that  stood  there 
fifty  years  ago  was  covered  with 
tiles  instead  of  shingles.  The 
house  that  was  thereat  that  time 
most  probably  was  the  second  one 
at  that  place.  It  was  large  and 
was  built  of  stone.  Mr.  Binge- 
man  did  not  live  there  over 
abcLit  three  years  when  he  died. 
Letters  of  administration  on  his 
estate  were  granted  to  a Hutch- 
man  named  John  Johnson. 
Though  he  in  his  own  vernac- 
ular wrote  his  name  Jan  Jan- 
son.  He  sold  this  plantation  at 
public  sale  according  to  due 
process  of  law  on  the  IGth  of 
August,  1733,  to  Jacob  Hoff- 
man, for  eighty-five  pounds. 
The  widow,  Anna  Margaret 
had  yet  a small  claim  which  he 
also  paid  and  then  owned  the 
propert}'.  He  lived  there  thirty- 
three  years. 

Soon  after  he  lived  lie  re 
there  was  a petition  presented 
at  the  court  of  (piarter  sessions 
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ill  Philadelphia, 
year  of  the  reion  of  our  Sover- 

CD 

eign  Lord,  George  the  second, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of 
Great  Britian,  France  and  Ire- 
land, Defender  of  the  Faith,” 
September  6,  1736,  before 

Clement  Plumstead  and  eight 
Esrpiires,  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  said  county,  praying  for 
a road  from  Isaac  Klein’s  to 
Felix  Good’s  mill.  But  it  then 
appeared  that  the  courses  and 
distances  in  some  cases  had  not 
])cen  given  correctly,  and  es- 
pecially so  was  it  the  case  with 
the  distance  across  Jacob  Ilolf- 
man’s  land.  It  was  represented 
in  the  petition  as  going  over  his 
land  thirty  perches  vdiereas  by 
a review  it  was.  found  to  be  the 
whole  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  thirt}*-nine  perches.  It  was 
also  represented  in  the  petition 
that  the  road  was  to  accommo- 
date the  people  gobig  to  the 
church,  which  w;is  then  stand- 
ing, but  by  the  same  review  it 
was  found  that  the  road  would 
not  ])e  nearer  than  seventy- 


seven  perches  to  the  house  of 
worship  at  the  nearest  place. 
It  was  then  stated  that  the  road 
leading  to  Samuel  Morris’  mill 
was  near  enough  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  church.  It  ap- 
pears by  this  review  that  Mor- 
ris’ road  must  have  been  located 
there  b\'  Mr.  Morris  already  at 
that  time,  but  it  was  not  opened 
by  a jury  until  1765.  The  ques- 
tion arises  where  was  Felix 
Good’s  mill?  For  an  answer 
^Ye  will  have  to  look  at  the 
course  ot  the  road  and  the  ques- 
tion will  be  solved.  The  whole 
width  of  Jacob  Hoffman’s  farm 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  perches.  But  if  the  road 
was  to  come  down  from  Isaac 
Klein’s  to  meet  the  North  Wales 
road  wdiich  had  been  opened 
the  previous  year,  some  where 
near  Shuler’s  gate,  and  then 
down  in  the  said  road  to  the 
line  l)etween  Godshall  Help  and 
A\'illiam  Keyser,  then  south- 
west on  the  line  of  Shuler’s  and 
Hodinan’s  lands  to  the  corner 
of  Shuler's  land,  then  perhaps 
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sjveral  p2rchci>  suiEhea^^t;  then 
southwest,  say  somewhere  alonp: 
where  Henry  R Landis’  house 
and  barn  stands  as  the  nearest 
place  to  the  church,  "vvdiich  is 
about  seventy-seven  perches 
across  to  where  the  church 
stood. 

Considerinp;  then  that  Jacob 
Reiff  at  tliat  time  lived  where 
Henry  Houpt  now  lives,  and 
his  brother  George  ReilT  lived 
where  T.  R.  Tyson  now  lives, 
we  have  the  course  of  the  road 
as  indicated  leading  toward  the 
mill  on  the  Skippack,  now 
owned  by  Jacob  hhiiith,  as 
GcmxTs  mi  I at  that  time.  There 
was  some  oppusition  to  the  road, 
but  it  appears  to  me  it  would 
have  made  a very  useful  cross- 
road. 

It  is  very  likely  that  Jacob 
Hoirinau  belonged  to  that 
church.  He  came  to  Penn.syl- 
vania,  October  2,  1727.  HoT- 
inari  is  a German  name  which 
in  its  signification  is  nearly 
'erpiivalent  to  steward.  His 
name  appears  in  the  tax  list  of 
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Lower  vSiiford  in  1734.  On 
Ootober  31,  1742,  he  obtained 
a patent  from  the  Provincial 
Goverment  for  his  land.  On 
April  27,  17 GO,  he  made  his 
last  will  and  testament  in  wait- 
ing, and  therein  appointed  his 
w ife  Barbara  and  Michael  Yohe 
to  be  the  executors.  They  sold 
the  farm  to  Philip  Stong,  No- 
vember 27,  17G6. 

Jacob  Hoffman  owmed  this, 
property  longer  than  any  other 
man.  Philip  Stong  wdio  lived 
here  after  him  owmed  it  nearly 
thirty  years.  He  lived  here 
during  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  undoubtedly 
was  visited  by  scouting  or  forag- 
ing parties  wdien  the  army  was 
encamped  on  the  Skippack.  At 
that  time  there  wms  much  fruit 
on  this  farm  and  it  is  said, 
there  w'as  a distillery  here. 
Here  Philip  Stong  raised  a fam- 
ily of  eleven  children.  He  had 
at  least  tw'o  sons,  Henry  and 
Jacob,  and  daughters  that  my 
gnmdfather  knew^  more  about 
than  I do.  As  there  was  much 
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fi'iiit  liere,  they  had  apple-batter 
bailing  parties  in  those  days  as 
the  old  custom  Mas,  when  the 
young  people  took  the  matter 
in  hand  and  boiled  apple-butter 
and  '‘schnitzed”  ap[)les  ail 
night. 

' Afteiwvards  Philip  Stong  re- 
moved to  Worcester  and  his  sou 
Jacob  occupied  the  farm.  And 
on  May  28,  1796,  h is  parents 
conveyed  this  property  to  him 
for  six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
besides  the  good  wdll  and  love 
w'hich  they  bore  to  their  son. 
During  the  time  that  Philip 
Stong  lived  liere  he  purchased 
the  firm  n-nv  owmed  by  God- 
shall  Delp  and  Issac  Delp,  which 
wais  then  yet  all  in  one  tract, 
containing  eighty-one  acres. 
But  in  1795,  he  an<l  his  wufe 
Barbara  sold  this  tarm  with  a 
tannerv  on  it  to  their  son 
Henry.  Jacob  Stong  then  own- 
ed the  Alderfer  farm  only  six 
years  when  he  and  his  w'ife, 
(Jhristiana,  sold  it  to  John  Heiff, 
March  24,  1802,  for  thirteen 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  The 


latter  wars  a speculator  and  sold 
off  two  small  tracts  during  the 
four  years  that  he  owmed  it. 
One  tract  containing  about  ten 
acres  he  sold  to  Frederick  Ald- 
erfer. That  now  belongs  to 
Herman  Fogel  and  is  occupied 
bv  his  buildings.  The  other 
tract  containing  about  twenty- 
nine  acres  he  sold  to  Christian 
Stover.  This  now  belongs  to 
Michael  Landes. 

By  selling  off  those  tracts, 
John  Beiff  reduced  this  farm  to 
sixty-fuur  jmres  and  139 perches. 
He  never  lived  here.  His  resi- 
dence W'as  do\^n  at  his  mill 
W’hich  is  now"  owned  by  David 
D.  Nyce.  On  April  1,  1806, 
John  Reiff  and  his  w’ife,  Eliza- 
beth, conveyed  this  farm  to 
John  Smith  tor  1080  pounds. 
The  latter  owmed  it  only  four 
years  w'hen  he  and  his  w’ife, 
Sarah,  sold  it  to  Jacob  Krupp, 
for  1150  pounds,  April  10.  F^Ph 
Jacol)  Krupp  owned  this  fuan 
six  years  wdien  he  and  his  w'ite, 
Mary,  conveyed  it  to  Geoi'ge 
Reiff.  for  $3827.25,  April  I, 
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1810  The  hilter  owned  this 
larm  twenty-one  years,  tliongh, 
it  is  said,  he  'lived  here  only 
eight  ye.irs,  he  let  it  out  to  rent- 
ers afterwards,  wLo  rather  re- 
duced it  in  value.  During  the 
time  that  he  owned  these  i)rem- 
ises  he  purchased  ten  acres  of 
wood  land  from  Dr.  George 
Fry  and  wife.  It  I am  not  mis- 
taken, these  ten  acres  adjoined 
the  farm,  and  about  seven  acres 
thereof  now  belongs  to  Henry 
Bean’s  farm.  For  on  April  1, 
1837,  George  Tleifr  and  his  wife. 
Marv,  sold  this  farm  containing 
seventy-four  acres,  to  Tobias 
Mattis,  and  in  1838,  Jonas  Fox 
built  the  first  house  on  a clear 
spot  in  the  woods  at  Morris 
road,  where  Henry  Bean’s  house 
stands,  -It  was  a small  frame 
house  built  very  temporary.  I 
have  not  investigated  this  mat- 
ter, but  I think  I am  safe  in 
saying  that  Jonas  Fox  purchased 
about  seven  acres  from  Tobias 
Mattis,  in  1838,  and  immediate- 
ly built  a small  house  there. 

In  1810  or  1841  Abraliam  S. 


Alderfer  purchased  this  farm 
from  Tobias  Mattis  and  wife, 
and  now  after  fortj-six  years  he 
is  still  living  there,  though  his 
son,  Abraham  B.  now  owns  the 
premises.  In  these  forty-six 
years  this  farm  has  been  greatly 
improved  and  all  the  buildings 
have  been  rebuilt,  much  larger 
and  better.  Besides  that  sev- 
eral tract  of  land  have  been  ad- 
ed  thereto,  and  several  small 
tracts  sold  off. 

DIELM  AN  KOLB. 

Another  early  settler  in  this 
township  was  Dielman  Kolb. 
The  date  of  his  first  purchase  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain, 
but  it  is  probable  that  he  settled 
here  co-temporary  with  John 
Scholl.  He  was  a persecuted 
Mennonite  preacher  who  came 
as  a fugitive  to  Pennsvlvania. 
His  first  purchase  was  made  by 
a patent  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  but  the  date  is  not 
known.  His  second  purchase 
for  two  iiimdred  and  twenty-five 
acres  with  the  usual  allowance 
of  six  jier  cent  for  roads  and 
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hiii’hwavs,  was  made  JamKirv 
4,  1721.  This  tract  adjoining 
the  first  on  the  north  west,  was 
purchased  Irom  Derrick  (or 
Dirk)  Johnson.  He  i>s  also  call- 
ed Dietrich  eTohnson. 

On  October  12,  1G81,  -Will- 
iam Penn,  of  Worminghiirst, 
in  ye  county  of  Sussex,  Esq.,’’ 
granted  to  William  Bacon,  of 
Juner  Temple,  5000  acres  of 
land  -in  ye  province  of  Penn- 
sylvania.” Besides  the  co?isid- 
eration  therefor,  he  was  to  pay 
a yearly  quit-rent  of  one  silver 
shilling  for  every  one  hundred 
acres  thereof  as  a kind  of  tax, 
or  revenue,  amounting  annually 
to  fifty  shillings. 

Thirty-seven  years  later,  on 
February  20,  1718,  William 
Bacon  conveyed  tlio.se  5000 
acres  of  land  to  Humphrey  Mur- 
rey and  John  Budd,  of  the  city 
ofPhiladel[>hia.  On  June  5, 1710, 
Richard  Hill,  Isaac  Xorris  and 
James  Logan,  commissioners  of 
property  granted  a warrant  to 
Murrey  and  Bndd,  directing 
Jacob  Taylor,  snrVeyor  gener:d, 


to  survey  for  the  said  party  1020 
acres  as  part  of  5000  acres,  as 
in  and  by  the  said  warrant. 
Then,  on  April  5,  1720,  they 
sold  five  hundred  acres  of  it  to 
Derick  Johnson,  and  bv  so  db- 
ing  a certain  tract  was  laid  out 
for  him.  Beginning  at  a • orner 
of  John  Ledrach’s  land,  and 
thence  by  Dielman  Kolb’s  land 
northeast  two  hundred  and  four 
jierches  to  a black  oak  at  a cim- 
ner  ufsaid  Diehnan  Kolb’s  land; 
then  northwest  seventv-eiriit 

* CD 

perches  to  a post;  thence  by 
Andrew  Ledra(‘h’s  land  south- 
west fifteen  [^erclics  to  a post: 
1 hence  by  the  same  northwest 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  per- 
ches to  a post;  thence  southwest 
by  a line  of  trees  one  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  perches  to  a 
post;  tlience  southeast  by  vacant 
land  sixty  ^perciies  to  a black 
oak,  a corner  of  John  Ledrach’s 
land:  thence  by  the  same  south- 
east one  lumdi'C'd  andv  thirty-five 
perches  to  tim  place  of  hegiu- 
ine,  coutainiiic  two  hundred  and 
tw-‘uty-{ive  acres  with  the  us;ril 
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.'illowariCe  for  roads  and  Idgb- 
ways.  - This  same  tract  was 
afterwards  conveyed  to  Diehnan 
Kolb,  January  4,  1721,  for  forty- 
seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Georire,  the  second,  of 
Great  Britian,  April  2,  1728, 
Diehnan  Kolb  purchased  of 
Nicholas  Scull  and  Abigail,  his 
wife,  one  hundred  and  seven 
acres  of  land  adjoining  his  other 
tract,  for  thirty- seven  pounds 
and  nine  shillings.  This  deed 
recites  that  IViliiam  Penn  is 
dead  and  that  his  commissioners 
ol  propertv,  Edward  Shippen, 
Griflith  (3wen  and  TiiomasStory 
by  a certain  grant  or  patent  un- 
der their  hands  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  province,  dated,  “ye 
ninth  day  of  ye  sixth  month 
(August),  1703,  for  the  consid- 
eration therein  mentioned,’’ 
granted  to  Hannah  Price,  wife 
of  David  Price,  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  under  tlie  yearly 
([uit-rent  of  five  English  silver 
shillings,  or  the  value  thereof, 
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on  the  first  day  of  the  first 
month  in  every  year,  forever. 
Hannah  Price  perhaps,  never 
saw  her  land,  and,  in  some  way, 
and  at  some  time,  not  distinetly 
mentioned,  transKrred  her  tract 
to  Nicholas  Scull,  who  ordered 
a resurvey  of  the  land,  when  it 
was  found  that  this  tract  had 
been  located  mostly  in  the 
bounds  of  the  German  com- 
pany’s land.  Whereupon  Mr. 
Scull  obtained  a warrant  from 
the  commi.-sloners  of  property, 
dated,  December  5,  1727,  auth- 
orizing him  to  have  surveved 
for  himself,  five  hundred  acres, 
in  the  said  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. By  virture  of  the  said 
warrant  there  was  surveyed  for 
him  on  Mandi  29,  1728,  the 
following  tract  containing  one 
hundred  and  seven  acres.  Be- 
ginning at  a post  in  a line  of 
Andrew  Ledrach’s  land  ; thence 
by  the  same  and  vacant  land 
northwest  sixty- seven  perches 
to  a black  oakin  a line  of  Ger- 
hart Clemens’  land  ; thence  by 
the  same  southwest  seventy- 
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four  perches  to  a hlNck  oak ; 
thence  by  the  said  Gerhart 
Clemens’  hind  northwest  forty 
perches  to  a post;  thence  by 
land  iatidy  laid  out  to  Hugh 
Eoberts  southwest  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  perches  to  a post 
in  aline  of  llees  Widiams’  land; 
thence  by  the  same  southeast 
one  hundred  and  seven  perches 
to  a post ; thence  by  Hielmam 
Kolb’s  land  northeast  one  hund- 
red and*  eighty-eight  perches  to 
the  place  ot  beginning.  Two  days 
alter  this  tract  was  surveyed,  it 
was  Conveyed  to  Dieimnn  Kolb. 
Part  of  this  tract  is  nowoccu}  led 
by  the  village  of  Lederachvide. 
On  June  4,  1741,  Dielinan  Kolb 
fi’Oi^purcbaseJ  fifty  acres  ofland 
I'John  Nagalee  and  Catharine, 
his  wife,  residents  somewhere  in 
the  county  ot  Philadelphia.  It 
appears  that  on  August  15, 
1G82,  William  Penn,  ofWorm- 
inghurst,  in  the  county  of  Sus- 
sex, England,  granted  U>  John 
Millington,  ol  8hrewsberry,  in 
the  comity  of  Salop,  lu'dvcr.  and 
to  his  wife,  4Iai\u  five  hundied 


acres  of  land  in  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania  His  w^ife,  Mary 
died  first,  then  it  all  accrued  to 
him  by  right  of  survivorship. 
Then  John  Milliiiuton  made  bis 
last  will  and  testament  in  writ- 
ing and  devised  the  said  tract 
to  Mary  Hughs,  Martha  'W  ilks, 
Damarosa  Wilks,  Mary  Giles, 
and  her  husband  xStniuel  _Gi’es,_ 
and  Ann  Hughs.  All  these 
heirs  then  conveyed  the  said 
tract  to  a merchant,  otherwise 
called  a practicer  in  [diysick,  in 
tbiC  ps/uvince  of  }Jaryland. 
named  Movdecai  Moore,  on  tlie 
IGtb  of  December,  1714  Some' 
time  afterwards  Mr  Moore  died 
leaving  an  only  son  and  licir, 
named  Puebard  Moore,  wlio 
with  his  wife  sold  the  said  tract 
to  Ealph  Ashe  ton,  of  the  city 
of  Phi'adelpliia,  September  H), 
1729.  d his  Ealph  Aslieton  and 
his  wife,  Susanna,  on  the  9rh  of 
December,  1740,  graiitc<]  a con- 
veyance for  the  one  ludt  ol  fi\'e 
lumd]-ed  aeuvs,  or  two  hundred 
and  lllty  ai'res  to  Jidin  Xagalee. 
This  John  Nagalee  and  his 
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wife,  Cathai'ino,  then  granted 
to  Dielman  Kolh  the  one-tifth  el 
two  hundred  and  hit}'  acre,  or 
fitly  acres.  June  4,  17->1,  fur 

£1S.  This  was  the  last  tract 
purchased  hv  Dielman  Kolb, 
ami  tins  tract  of  Hfty  acres  ap- 
];eaj-s  to  have  Leen  a remmant, 
and  was  ot  irregifar  shape, 
idong  the  soadh -eastern  end  ot 
his  M-reat  tract.  It  was  about  the 
time  of  his  last  purchase  that  he 
sold  fifty  acres  of  his  land  out 
of  the  north-western  corner. 
Dv  a survey  nr.ide  1)V  David 

t.  • 

Sfiubze  l(u-  Andrew  Ziegler,  Sr., 
son-in-law  of  Dielman  Kolb, 
l\r<'.y  7,  17b7,  it  appeared  that 
a tier  seLing  those  fifty  acres  to 
Oady  llelilefinger,  he  still  had 
n'maining  five  hundred  and 
fnty-niue  aomes  and  eighty-eight 
[HU'ches.  L"‘  my  readers  will 
follow  me,  we  will  now  take  a 
walk  around  Mi*.  Kolb's  great 
tract  of  land.  Our  >tarting 
point  will  Ik'  in  a jiuidic  roadi 
lifry  nr  sixty  jierches  northwot 
(;f  ImdeiMch vide,  then  going 
so,itheast  a 'mug  that  rou<]  tVom 


th.e  place  ot  beginning  down 
past  Abraham  K.  Freed's,  long 
known  as  Kinsey’s  place,  one 
liundreLi  and  ninety-seven  per- 
ches ; then  along  the  said  road 
northi  asT  sixteen  pierches  ; then 
again  southeast  along  the  said 
road  two  h mid  red  and  ten  per- 
ches to  a disputed  corner  be- 
tween Abraham  Hall  man  and 
Peter  Gargm ; then  northeast 
eighty-five  perches  to  the  mid- 
dle of  Morris’  road  ; then  south- 
east thirty-five  perches  to  a. 
stone  in  Peter  Gargas’  fieal ; 
then  southwest  in  the  middle  of 
a public  road  two  hundred  and 
twenty-tour  perches  to  a corner 
in  said  road  near  William  Kin- 
sey’s residence  ; then  northwest 
twenty-eight  perches;  then 
southwest  seventy-seven  per- 
ches to  a corner ; then  noi'th 
west  four  linmlred  and  fifty-four 
perches  to  a stake.  This  line 
has  been  mostly  obliterated, 
tliough  it  extends  (])art  of  the 
wav),  along  a [uililie  road  re- 
cently opened.  At  the  upper 
end  along  this  line,  along  the 
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Branch  creek,  Die! man  Kolb 
sold  those  fifty  acres  to  Gaily 
Heflle finger.  From  this  upper- 
corner  we  will  go  northeast  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  perches 
to  a corner  in  a line  of  Gerhart 
Clemens’  land  : then  by  the 
same  southeast  forty  perches  to 
a corner  of  said  Clemens’  land  ; 
then  northeast  by'  tire  same 
eighty  perches  to  the  p'ace  of 
beginning.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  Dielman  Kolb,  of  Salford, 
whose  name  appears  on  the  last 
page  of  “The  Bloody  Theatre, 
or  Martyrs^  Mirror,”  was  a man 
of  means,  and  the  owner  of  a 
large  tract  of  land.  In  1728, 
the  great  road  from  Goslienhop- 
pen  to  Skippack,  was  laid  out 
through  his  land.  A mile  stone, 
dated  1739,  is  still  standing 
there.  In  1829,  there  was  a 
Dielman  Kolb  who  immigrated 
into  Pennsylvania,  and  anti- 
quarians have  generally  sup- 
posed he  was  the  Dielman  Koll), 
of  Salford,  whose  name  appears 
on  the  last  page  of  the  “Mar- 
tyr‘s  Mirror,”  but  that  is  a mis- 


stake  Dielman  Kolb  was  not  a 
young  man  when  he  settled 
here  in  Salford,  llis  residence 
was  about  three-fourths  ot  a 
mile  southeast  of  Lederachville, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  road. 
The  property  now  belongs  to 
David  Be  nner,  of  Philadelphia. 
It  appears  probably  that  Diel- 
man Kolb  was  not  a very  yoimg 
man  when  he  was  married,  or  if 
he  was  twice  married  he  had  no 
issue  living  b\  his  first  wife, 
lie  was  married  to  tlie  widow 
Snavely.  She  had  several  child- 
ren bv  her  first  husband,  but 
only  one,  a daughter,  by  her 
second  husband,  Mr.  Kolb. 
Elizabeth,  was  the  name  of 
both  the  daughter  and  mother. 
Their  daughter  and  only  child 
was  married  to  Andrew  Ziegler, 
son  of  Michael  Ziegler,  of 
Skippack.  They  then  had  four 
children,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  The  sons  were  Dill- 
inan,  Micliael  and  An<lrew.  T he 
daughter’s  name  was  Catharine. 

It  is  said  r)ielmnn  Kolb  had 
three  brothers,  namely,  Henry, 
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SKETCHES  OF  LOWER 
3Lirtin  nil!]  Jacob.  Tiie  twi^ 
last  named  lived  in  Skippack, 
in  tiie  vicinity  of  Lucon. 

After  purchasing  these  four 
tracts  of  laml  and  owning  tliein 
as  one  great  tract  a few  years, 
Mr.  Kolb  sold  to  his  step-son, 
Jacob  Snaveley,  from  the  city 
ot  Manheim,  in  the  dominion  or 
principality  of  the  Prince  Pala- 
tine, ot  the  Pihine,  in  High  Ger- 
many. merchant,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  ot  his  land,  Oc- 
tober 10,  ITdo,  for  fifty-eight 
pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and 
four  pence.  Mr  Suave 'ey  then 
J)uiit  a house  and  l)arn  and  made 
a plantation  where  Dillimin 
Pean  now  lives.  Tiiere  \\as  a 
line  cut  straight  across  the  whole 
tract  somewhere  near  tl]e  pres- 
ent residence  of  Henry  God- 
shall,  and  the  upper  part  then 
contained  two  hundred  and  filty 
acres.  But  some  time  after  con- 
veying this  large  tract  of  land 
to  Jacob  Snaveley,  the  latter 
die<l,  leaving  an  only  child,  a 
son,  Mathias  Henry  Snaveley  as 
his  heir.  But  it  came  to  pass 


SALFORD  TOWNSHIP. 

some  years  later  that  his  chikl 
also  died,  intesta/e  and  with-u.it 
isyiie,  wlien  the  property  de- 
scened  to  Jacob  Suavely  fs 
brotiier,  Isaac,  and  his  wdfe, 
Catharine,  of  Bethel  township, 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.  Tiie  latter 
sold  this  tract  to  Andrew  Zieo-- 
ler.  Son  in-law  of  Dielman  Ivolb, 
January  4,  1752.  That  is  the 
way  it  came  back  again,  but  the 
matter  was  not  settled  there, 
because  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  pounds,  six  shillings  and 
four  pence,  were  still  claimed 
by  Dielman  Kolb  and  his  heirs. 
Over  three  years  this  matter 
was  left  in  an  unsettled  condition 
and  could  not,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, be  settled  to  any 
satisfaction.  Then  Andrew 
Ziegler,  who  had  purchased  the 
property  obtained  a writ  of 
Jierl  facias,  directed  to  Samuel 
IMorris,  High  Sheritf  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  who 
Jitter  due  notice  sold  the  prop- 
erty jit  |)ublic  sale,  to  Micluiel 
Ziegler,  son  of  Andrew  Ziegler, 
in  Septeiid)er,  1755,  for  £382, 
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Then  Andrew  Ziegler,  son-in- 
law  of  Diehnen  Kolb,  paid  Isaac 
Snaveley  a baiiince  of  ^TdO  in 
money  for  his  interest  therein. 

The  name  of  Dielman  Ktdib, 
or  Kiilp  appears  in  ihe  li.-t  of 
taxable  inhabitants  of  Saitbrd, 
in  1784,  when  he  was  rated  on 
150  acres  of  'and,  having  sohl 
250  ■'iCres  to  Jacob  Snaveley  the 
previous  year.  Imt  SnaveAyhs 
name  does  not  .ipp  ear  in  the 
tax  list  of  178  4.  He  seems  to 
have  been  overlooked  or  favor- 
ed. Dielman  Kolb  was  a IMen- 
nonite  minister,  and  a man  of  in- 
tiiience  in  their  rhnrch.  He 
aenears  to  ha\  e b -an  TnondneiC 

i i ■ 1 

in  the  afthhs  of  tiiat  denondn- 
ation  of  Cdiristians,  and  to  have 
been  noted  for  his  religious  ze  d. 
He  was  ^ery  intimate  with 
IIenr\'  Funk,  a minister  and 
bishop,  of  the  77  nneahte  fiith 
It  was  through  tln^  thu  severance 
and  zeal  ofrIa.se  two  men  that 
the  7Ienncnite  c a ..atioii  in 
Salibrd  \w.s  organkwk  m iToS. 

i.ie  pruprie:y  o;  my  r . 
Jans  \ an  Draghth  “Fhedigh 


TcomieF’  translated  from  the 
Dutch  into  tlie  German  Inn- 
gnage,  iiad  been  a matter  oi  con- 
snkation  aiUv  ng proininent  mem- 
bers of  the  church  for  sune  time, 
since  it  wois  then  alrcmdy  te.ired 
tlmt  war  mieht  break  out  and 
the  young  members  might  not 
be  steadljist  to  :he  [adnciples  of 
their  non-resistant  proiession. 
It  was  theieiore  consioeied 
nccessaigv  to  have  a book  for 
them  to  read  that  would  remind 
them  of  tlie  fldth  and  steadfast- 
ness of  ti.eir  forehithers  in  tlie 
principles  of  tire  church.  fJuch 
could  })e  said  oftlic  trouble  they 
l]ad  until  they  Ibnnd  a wa}^  to 
hcive  the  book  translated  and 
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had  ebtab.ir<li'‘d  tiieinr^elves  un- 
der C;.nriul  Lei^e!.  They  kept 
t!ie. seventh  day  Fabi^ath,  and 
had  introduaed  luoini^rtic  insti- 
tutiinis.  They  lived  ^dllgIe  as 
inoid:s,  friars  and  nuns. 

Here  in  this  (pdet  vahe\'  the\^ 
found  a idaice  to  liave  their 
'■•Eioedigh  Tocniei”  translated 
tund  pLibdshed. 

To  see  that  the  work  was 
ftithiuky  perh:rmed,  they  ap- 
pointed Dielnian  Kclb,  of  Sal- 
ford, and  Kenry  Funk,  of  Iiid- 
i;m  creek,  under  whose  super- 
vision the  beoiv  was  p<il)dshed 
in  German. 

From  this  infer  that  Fii*:- 
man  A(db  must  have  had  a good 
educathm  as  well  as  Henry 
Funk,  who  was  the  autlie-r  of 
several  religious  works.  F]-- 
juuentiy,  they  botli  mu-r  h.r.'e 
been  hLinkiar  witii  the  Ln  li  as 
wed 'as  the  Gernaui  language, 
an.l  to  say  the  lea.-t.  they  both 
were  smart  men. 

Tlie  names  cd’  Lieiman  Fod), 
Martin  Kolb  and  Jacob  Rod), 
appear  on  a periticm  to  Go\v*r- 
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nor  Gordon.  May  10,  1728,  ask- 
ing for  redef  against  what  they 
laid  sufiered  iVom-tiie  Indiams,' 
who  had  fallen  on  the  back  in- 
hadoitants,  rd-out  F;ilkner  Swamp 
and  Gcslienboppen.  This  peti- 
tion is  represented  as  coining 
fiaan  the  iidiabitaius  of  Cole- 
luoekdaie,  lut  the  forty-seven 
names  which  are  on  it  are  near- 
ly ad  fimiliar,  and  are  known 
to  have  been  residents  of  Salford 
and.  I'erkiurnen  towmddps. 

It  may  be  said  of  Fiediam 
Kolb  t licit  lie  livt'd  an  eventful 
dfa.  In  the  tiast  place  being  a 
Mennotnite,  he  was  |)ersecuted 
in  Ids  native  land,  and  tied  wdtli 
others  to  the  forests  ol.  Penn. 
After  crossing  the  perilous 
ocean  he  settled  downi  in  tlie 
quiet  f re.'t  wdiere  he  endured 
many  j>rivations  as  was  tlie  lot 
oidiil  the  early  settlers.  A gene- 
ration grew'  up  around  him  and, 
as  he  v.cUs  a religious  nicn,  his 
heart  yearned  to  see  tlie  rising 
nener  itioii  gathered  into  the 

O- 

church. 

It  was  during  the  declining 
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years  of  his  life  that  the  congre- 
gation in  Salford  was  organized, 
and  it  was  his  })ra  ver  that  many 
souls  nii<iht  be  iiathered  into  it. 

O t - 

On  the  eighth  day  of  July, 
1748,  Dielman  Kolb  made  his 
last  will  and  testament  in  writ- 
ing. But  it  appears  that  he 
lived  yet  nine  years  longer,  for 
his  will  was  not  pi’oven  before 
April  30,  IToT.  His  witnesses 
wereBobert  Jones,  Martin  Kolb 
and  Jacob  Kolb.  His  executors 
were  his  own  widow,  Elizabeth 
Kolb,  and  his  son-in-law,  x\nd- 
rew  Ziegler.  He  also  nomi- 
nated his  loving  and  trusty 
friends,  Henrv  Fuidv  and  John 
Ulrich  Iku-ger,  as  trustees  over 
Ids  will  to  see  that  the  provis- 
ions thereof  were  carried  out. 

It  was  a custom  then  to  appoint 
trustees  over  a will,  but  they 
would  be  as  useless  now  as  the 
fifth  wheel  in  a wagon.  He  de- 
vised fifty  acres  of  his  land  to 
his  grand-son,  Dillman  Ziegler, 
to  be  cut  off  the  whole  length 
across  Ids  tract,  bordering  the 
tract  pui'cliased  by'  his  step-son. 
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Jacob  Snaveley.  ButasSnave- 
ley  died  and  the  whole  affair 
was  settled  before  Dielman  Kolb 
died,  Andrew'  Ziegler  then  pur- 
chased those  fifty  acres  from  his 
son,  Dillman,  and  in  later  years 
divided  his  large  tract  in  quite 
a different  wniv.  As  there  w'as 
only  one  child  a wdll  would 
scarcely  have  been  necessary, 
had  it  not  been  for  making 
abundant  provision  for  his  wid- 
ow. He  also  gave  tw'o  pounds 
and  ten  shillings  ‘do  be  disposed 
to  such  pious  uses  as  ye  congre- 
gation or  meeting  of  ve  Dutch 
Menoidsts,  in  Salfonl,  aforesaid 
shall  think  fit.”  He  also  irave 
the  like  sum  for  alike  purpose 
to  the  IMennonite  congregation 
in  Skippack.  He  gave  to  his 
ste})-son,  Mathias  Sjiaveley,  -‘ye 
sum  of  five  shillings,”  to  be  paid 
by  his  executors  in  case  he 
(Snaveley)  shouki  come  into  this 
province  and  should  demaial  the 
sajuc'  He  bequeathed  to  his 
grand-daugliter,  (.’atlniriiu*  Zi(‘g* 
ler,  ten  [)oimds  in  mor.ey,  alter 
liis  death,  and  ten  pounds  more 
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within  two  years  after  the  death 
of  his  wife.  His  widow  was 
well  provided  [or  in  the  house 
and  in  the  barn,  and  on  the 
plantation.^  but  how  long  she 
had  need  of  those  provisions  is 
not  known. 

THE  ZIEGLERS. 

On  May  7,  17G7,  Andrew 
Ziegler,  son-in-law  of  Dielnian 
Kolb,  had  David  Sliultze  to  re- 
survey his  great  tract  of  land 
and  to  divide  it  for  his  three 
sons.  Mr.^Shultze  thoii  made 
three  drafts  of  Dielman  Kollfs 
land.  The  first  one  showing 
the  size  and  shape  of  all  the  tract 
combined,  as  it  was  in  17ol, 
also  showing  the  shape  and  size 
of  each*  tract  separately.  He 
then  made  another  draft  show- 
ing how  it  was  divided,  immedi- 
ately after  Dielman  Kolb’s 
death,  m 1757.  The  upper  part 
containing  2-30  acres,  which  had 
been  sold  to  Jacob  iSiiaveley, 
Andrew  ZicRier  purchased  from 
Samuel  Morris,  High  Sherilf, 
September  J,  175-3.  Dordering 
tliis  tract,  was  a strip 


eight  perches  wide  through  the 
midst  of  the  whole  tract,  con- 
taining fifty  acres,  which  Diel- 
man Kolb  devised  to  his  grand- 
son, Dillman  ZieMer. 

This  tract  was  sold  by  the 
latter  to  his  father,  Andrew 
Ziegler,  and  a deed  was  given 
for  it  in  1757.  The  remainder 
of  the  tract  which  Dielman  Kolb 
devised  to  his  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Andrew  Ziegler, 
contained  \et  254  acres  and  108 
perches.  Dv  a third  draft  is 
shown  how  Andrew  Ziegler 
divided  his  lands  to  his  three 
sons.  Beginning  at  a stone,  a 
corner  in  a public  road,  near 
Ledrachville : tlien  down  the 
same  road  150  perches  to  a cor- 
ner; then  southwest  eighty-nine 
perches  on  a line  separating 
Abraham  K,  Freed’s  land  from 
Anthony  Gargas ; then  north- 
west eighty-eight  perches  to  a 
corner  in  the  8ki[)pack  road; 
then  up  the  siiid  I'oad  sixty  [ht- 
ches  to  a corner:  then  north- 
east forty  perches  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  was  a farm  con- 
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taining  sixty-five  acres  and 
ninety  perches,  now  belonging 
to  Abi’aham  K.  Freed,  which 
was  cut  off  for  Michael  Ziegler. 
Then  running  a line  southeast 
throucrh  the  tract  thev  cut  off  vet 
124  acres  and  sixty-eight  per- 
ches more  for  Michael  Ziegler. 
This  land  is  now  contained  in  the 
farms  of  Anthonv  GarcTiS,  Peter 
Gargas,  Abraham  Hallman  and 
the  lot  now  belonging  to  Helps 
boys  and  John  Sherley’s  lot. 
This  gave  Michael  Ziegler  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  for  his 
share.  Opposite  to  Michael’s 
tracts,  thej’  cut  off  two  tracts 
for  Andrew  Ziegler,  including 
the  old  homestead.  The  one 
tract  contained  130  acres  and 
forty  perch^-'s,  and  the  other 
tract  fifty-nine  acres  and  120 
perches. 
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This  was  the  upper  portion  of 
the  great  tract  and  now  in- 
cludes the  farms  of  Dillinan 
Fean,  Micliael  0.  Ziegler,  ])a.]*t 
of  Mdlliam  Ziegler’^  firm  and 
part  of  A.  T.  Kiilp’s  firm,  be- 
sides a number  of  lots  in  the 
village  of  Ledracliviile.  By 
another  draft  made  l)y  Henry 
Schweitzer,  surveyor,  X'>vem- 
ber  lo,  1782,  at  the  request  of 
Andrew  Ziegler,  Sr.,  it  is  shown 
that  the  line  between  Oliehael 
and  Andrew  had  been  clninged, 
giving  the  firmer  more  laml, 
while  Andrew,  Jr.,  receivedl  le-s 
in  the  traet  whieli  contained 
the  homestead,  but  it  aiipears 
by  other  conveyances,  that  he 
in  turn  received  the  firm  now 
owned  by  Abraliam  iv.  Fi*eed, 
which  at  lirst  was  siir\  cye  1 f‘or 
Mich;iei.  Andi*ew  Zieeiei',  Sr., 
the  lathe  1’,  liwal  to  l;e  ouite  an 
old  man.  He  dj'v  i.f.xl  hi<  !ands 
among  ids  tlu’C'.'  so!.'.  i ;o  (i;,l 
not-  give  tliem  c<'>n\eyam-(-s 
thei’olbr  immediately.  Ib-'^i  les 
his  tliree  sous,  he  liad  a tbntgh- 
ter,  whose  name  was  Kiiztb;‘:li, 
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wife  of  Abraham  Detweiler, 
a lepi'al  heir  wiiose  right  \\as 
also  to  be  respected,  lie  anbi 
his  wife,  Fllizai^etli,  tran>ferred 
the  messuage  and  179  acres  and 
]0S  perclies  oflaubdbrmerly  the 
pi’emises  of  JjicoIj  Suavely,  to 
their  son.  Dill  man,  for  a certain 
consideration,  August  17,  1770. 
Fifteen  years  later,  on  June  2, 
1780,  Dillman  Ziegler  purchased 
thirty-four  acres  and  forty  per- 
ches, fiT)in  Amlrew  Zieghu'  who 
then  owned  the  hiriii  now  own- 
er! by  Abraham  K.  Freed.  Fi;!- 
man  /Jegler  had  six  children, 
three  sons  and.  three  daugliters. 
The  sons  were  Andrew,  Did- 


man  and  Jar 
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singularly 
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1 to 
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Fli/abetii  wa.s  the  gramd-iir -riier 
of  Few  .Mo-'^es  ((odi"haik,  of 


Schwenksville, 

There  vrere  so. many  of  those 
Zieglers  bearing  the  s.ime  name 
that  to  discriminate  between 
them,  they  applied  nicknames 
to  each  otlier;  as,  ‘-Little  Mike,'’ 
‘•Smith  Mike,”  ‘-Smoke  Mike,” 
“Smarl  Andrewy”  ‘-Little  Dill- 
man,”  ‘-Taylor  Abraham,” 
••Siorelteeper  Jake,”  etc. 

Michael  0.  Ziegler,  of  Led- 
rachville,  is  in  the  fourth  gene- 
ration from  Dieiman  Kolb;  his 
father’s  name  w'as  Dillman, 
and  his  grand- fat  her  was  the 
Dillman  who  received  the  farm, 
containing  170  acres,  where 
Dillman  Bean  now  lives,  of 
wdiich  1 have  spoken.  Many 
of  tile  Zieulers  of  the  third  gene- 
ration,  and  some  of  their  de- 
scendants wore  great  specu- 
lators; tbioy  cut  up  their  lands 
into  lots  and  small  tracts,  which 
they  laid  hoi  red  Irom  their 
iltihcT-.  and  sold  tlieui  to  strang- 
iU'S,  \vhi.e  they  themsoivos  i'c- 
mo\ed  to  other  places.  An- 
drew Ziegler,  of  tliesecoinl gene- 
ration from  Dieiman  l\olh,  /.  r., 
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SKETCHES  OF  LOWER 

his  grand-son,  was  a preacher 
in  the  Mennonite  church,  durino; 
the  time  ot  the  Fun  kite  schism. 
He  was  married  to  Catharine 
Lederacli,  and  had  four  child- 
ren; nnmely,  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Abndiam  T\’son,  mother  of  the 
late  Andrew  Tyson,  of  Low^er 
Salford ; Dillman,  Michael  and 
Andrew.  Andrew  Ziegler,  their 
father,  was  born  March  14, 
1737,  and  died  October  20, 
1811,  aged  seventy-four  yeays, 
seven  month  and  twelve  days. 
His  wife,  Catharine,  was  born 
September  3,  1739,  and  died 
July  1,  1810,  aged  seventy 
years,  nine  months  and  twenty- 
eight  days.  Alter  the  death  of 
their  father,  Dillman  Ziegler, 
his  sen,  owned  the  old  home- 
stead, and  Michael,  his  brother, 
also  owned  a large  portion  of 
the  tract.  The  residence  of  the 
latter  is  now^  owned  by  Jacob 
J]enner.  Andrew  Ziegler,  their 
brotlicr,  w'as  twice  mai'ried,  each 
time  to  one  of  Hernard  Flyer’s 
daughters.  He  was  a weaver 
by  trade,  arul  during  the  latter 


SALFORD  TOWNSHIP. 

years  of  his  life  he  lived  on  the 
lot  now  owned  by  Garret  Key ser 
wdiere  there  wais  a wmaver  shop 
in  which  he  wmrked  the  treadles 
and  made  the  shuttle  tly.  Hi^ 
bi’other,  Michael,  bore  the  ap- 
pellation of  ‘'Little  Mike.”  The 
latter  had  two  sons,  Abraham 
and  Henrv,  and  w'as  the  grand- 
father  of  “mine  host.”  xV.  K. 
Ziegler,  of  Harleysville. 

xVs  already  stated,  Dillman 
Ziegler  purchased  the  farm 
where  xV.  ]\.  Freed  now  lives 
from  Andrew'  Ziegler,  his  father, 
containing  at  that  time  thirty- 
four  acres  and  forty  perches, 
June  2,  178.3.  On  May  2,]  793, 
Dillman  Ziegler  and  his  wdfe, 
Catharine,  transferred  to  their 
son,  Jacob,  the  same  tract  ; but 
iie  W'as  an  uneasy  person,  and 
removed  to  Vincent  towmship, 
Chester  county.  In  181)4  he 
and  his  wile,  (.'atharimg  sold  the 
same  pi’mnises  to  his  } trot  her. 
Andixev  Ziegler.  ih‘  w as  im(»wn 
as  “Small  Andnwv.”  Ii  1 am 
not  mistakenlie  w'a,-'  the  loiindt'r 
of  Zieglersville,  in  Frederick 


RKF/rnTi:s  of  lower 

township. 

On  April  3,  ISIO,  he  and  his 
wife,  Mary,  sold  the  same  mes- 
suage and  sixty-seven  acres  and 
forty-seven  perches  of  land  to 
John  Johnson,  of  Perkiomen 
township.  One  year  later  Mr. 
Johnson  and  his  wife,  Sarah, 
sold  the  same  property  to  Jacob 
Kinsey,  of  Kocklidl  township. 
Bucks  comity.  Jle  was  married 
to  Ann,  danghter  of  Jacob  AU 
derfer,  of  Lower  Salford.  From 
ISll  to  l(SSF>  this  farm  remained 
unchanged  in  the  Kinsey  family, 
during  a period  of  seventy-two 
years.  All  the  buildings  which 
are  there  were  put  there  liv  the 
Kinseys,  thoue-h  there  were 
buildings  there  pre\  iou>ly,  and 
rko<e  which  are  there  have  re- 
cently been  repaired  and  im- 
proved by  Mr.  Freed.  Tlu're 
was  much  fruit  on  tliat  farm 
l()rty  yciirs  ago.  wlicii  tlie  large 
cider  mill  whi(‘h  w;is  tliere  was 
kip;t  rmulinn  d»ay  anti  niel.'t  by 
mdaiibors  making  cider  in  the 
fall  ol  the  year.  In  1S3]  fair 
acres  on  »'ilier  ."idt*  of  ti  e 
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road,  on  which  is  located  the  old 
burial  ground  of  the  Ledrach 
family,  w'ere  added  to  this  farm 
by  purchase  from  Michael  Shoe- 
maker and  I.  Mb  M'ampole,  as- 
signees of  John  Ledrach  and 
t\  lie,  hy  Jacob  and  John  Kinsey. 

The  farm  owned  by  Jernob 
Benner  belonged  to  the  Ziegler 
family  until  1871.  This  laid 
been  the  residence  of  ‘‘Little 
Mike”  and  of  his  descendants 
until  the  said  year  The  farm 
helonning  to  Ilenrv  Godshalk 
was  cut  out  of  the  above  farm 
in  1820,  for  their  son,  Alirahain 
Ziegler,  and  belonged  to  him 
until  the  time  of  his  death  about 
the  year  180b.  In  1820  the 
farm  now'  owned  b'y  David  Ben- 
ner, of  Philadelpliia,  including 
the  lot  ]•.elonging  to  Henry  blin- 
ninger,  wais  owned  by  Dill  man 
Ziegler  a son  of  Andrew',  the 
Mennonite  ])rea{‘her.  In  w'hat 
ve'ar  tlu'  firm  was  sold  to  a 
straneer  1 can  not  say,  but 
recolK'Ct  it  ^va<  occujued  by 
Solomon  f.ong  about  the  Near 
IS  lb. 
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The  farm  owned  by  Dillm:in 
Bean  was  owned  !>y  three  L)i;l- 
inan  Zi«‘g]ers  in  succession. 
First  by  biichael  O.  ZiegleFs 
grand-father,  second  by  his 
fatlier  ami  i estly  by  Ids  brother, 
Diilinan.  wlio  dded  there  in  1 Sbij, 
The  larni  was  tlie]i  pnrciiased 
])V  the  present  owner  tlie  same 
year. 

By  taking  a gianct'  at  the  tax 
list  of  177G  it  ^vill  hi2  seen  that 
the  name  of  iMiehael  Ziegler  is 
entirely  omitted,  and  that 
Andrew,  his  hither  or  brother, 
was  rated  lor  d*20  acroy  and 
Dillman,  his  brotljer,  lor  2e0. 
On  tim  draft  made  l>y  Henry 
Schweitzer,  November  Id,  1762, 
the  name  of  Michael  Ziegler 
does  not  a]p^ear. , Ilis  residence 
had  I.een  wliei’pZVntliony  (dai'ges 
now  lives,  but  it  i--  probab’e  that 
he  either  died  or  r*mioved  to 
parts  imltnovcn  between  the 
years  1770  and  I77f>. 
are  none  of  bis  de-aem.lants  in 
the-e  pai'ts  at  this  day  to  the 
best  ot  my  knowle  lee.  1 am 
inh-rmed  t lealitiom.il A'  th;it  the 


old  Zieglo)'  who  owned  the  Gar- 
ges  farm  had  tal;en  to  drinking 
very  badly,  and  tlien  his  father 
cut  out  the  lot  of  twelve  av<.*res, 
now  Ijelonglng  to  Dele’s  lx»vs, 
and  [)ut  his  drunken  son  there 
and  deindved  him  of  the  farm. 
How  time  this  traditional  storv 
is  I cannot  say.  Tlie  lot  be- 
longed to  the  Help  family  .'>ince 
I have  any  recollection  of  it. 
Fifty  acres  of  tlie  (Ihrrges  fmmi. 
now'  lielonging  to  Peter  Ga.rges, 
were  sold  by  Andrew  Ziegler. 
Sr.,  to  Alaraham  Detweiler,  of 
Vvdacester,  January  12.  17Sd. 
defter  ow'ning  it  six  year>  the 
latter  sold  the  same  tr-u't  to 
God.-halk  Godsluiii':.  August  27. 
I7U1.  Six  and  a.  half  years 
later,  January  1,  17'JS,  the  lat- 
ter .'-oal  twenty-five  acri's  to 
Andrew'  Ziegler,  ilie  weave i’, 
and  the  othei-  twenty-live  to 
Edward  Flynn,  wdio  tlam  l;v(‘d 
w heia*  Abraham  Hallman  w ov 
lives. 

( >11  Nov;md)ei’  2( h 17'.'1.  An- 
drew Ziegfar,  S a.  (mini'  ter), 
and  his  wile,  < '.ithaj'ine.  con- 
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veyed  a rne>'^suai:e  and  liil  acres 
and  134  perches  of  land  t*)  An- 
(]i*ew  Ziec:ler,  Jr.  He  ovaied 
the  piroperty  loiirteen  years,  but 
in  the  meantime  he  removed  to 
Fredericic  township.  He  was 
the  same  man  who  owned  the 
farm  above,  now  belonging  to 
Mr.  Freed,  and  mrlH-idnc .Fry  was 
the  founder  of  Zieglersviile.  He 
was  “Small  Andrew.”  He  was 
not  a little  man,  but  slim  and 
tall. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  ISIO, 
Andiv'w  Ziegler  and  his  wile, 
Catharine,  of  Fre  derick  town- 
ship, sold  ihe  same  messuage 
anti  ninety-six  Jicres  and  twenty- 
one  })erches  ot  land  to  Jacob 
(larges  and  hi<  mother,  Jocobina 
(hirgtcs.  widow.  The  mother's 
name  undoubtedly  w'as  not  Jo- 
cohina.but  Sabina,  for  that  name 
is  still  ill  the  family.  Many 
mi>tdvcs  were*  f)i*merly  ma  le  in 
u ritimj;  names,  f)r  many  names 
wei'i'  stranee  to  tlie  wrir^av. 

W e ’vcill  nc'W  el(A"e  our  ^'I'tetch 
of  the  Zieglers,  anfi  mer-cly  yet 
sa\'  that  Zii'c'ler  i^  a Oeriiian 


name  w'hich  in  English  is  Tpder. 
4Ve  have  done  much  Itetter  on 
this  sketch  than  we  had  expected 
to  do  on  account  of  the  various 
individuals  having  the  same 
names.  Many  of  them  have 
been  entireh'  omitted,  but  four 
Andrews  and  four  Dill  mans 
have  been  mentioned.  Jacob 
Garges  wots  only  eighteen  j'cars 
old  when  he  bought  this  firm, 
but  his  motlier  stood  by  him  and 
he  succeeded  remarkably  well, 
in  later  years  perhaps  in  183b 
he  purchased  the  otlier  tract  of 
twenty-five  acre>  from  Edward 
Flynn,  and  the  other  tract  of 
tweiity-live  a-Tcs  from  Andrew 
Ziegler.  The  larm  owned  by 
Anthony  Garges  has  now  be- 
longed to  the  Garges  tamilv 
nearly  seventy-.-even  years. 

The  residence  of  Edward  Flynn 
was  where  Abraham  T.  Hall- 
man li\es.  He  was  an  Irish- 
Ameilc.in  Fchwerikteldei*,  who 
w ;is  geneivcliy  known  as  ^'XeiMy 
liynn.”  Eo  wa-  mariled  to 
btaria,  daughte'r  of  Cdiristophei' 
V\  iegner.  and  Had  no  is^ue.  lie 
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was  a stonecutter  1>v  trade,  and 
many  of  the  old  heridstones  in 
the  grave  yards,  in  several  toovn- 
ship  around  us,  were  cut  by  him. 
He  died  in  1880,  aged  eighty 
years,  and  left  l)y  w ill  a portion 
of  his  estate  to  the  Sshwenk  (elder 
society.  A|)j)arently  he  must 
have  lived  there  forty  j’ears. 
There  was  a one-story  log  house 
there  containing  two  rooms  with 
an  addition  ot  one  room  built  of 
stone  at  the  east  end.  There 
was  al"0  a well-sweep  tliere  yet 
in  my  recollection,  and  a log- 
barn.  In  TS8S  the  lot  contain- 
ing alxmt  fourteen  acres  was 
purchased  by  David  Zi.mmer- 
man.  lie  lived  there  al)uut 
fourteen  years.  Since  then  it 
has  had  various  owners.  An- 
drew Ziegler,  Sr.,  reserved  a 
watering  place  on  the  lot  owned 
by  John  Sherley,  ;md  a road  a 
perch  wide  from  his  i-esidence 
DOW"  owned  by  D;ivid  lamnm-,  of 
Pbi]adol[>rtia,  down  r(* rlie spring, 
and  another  road  of  tiie  same 
wultti  coming  <lown  from  An- 
thony (larges’  farm. 


Tn  conserpaence  of  this  water- 
ing [)lace  l»eing  there  tliat  corner 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Sherley  ^cas 
not  sold,  and  in  time  became 
escheated  to  the  government, 
and  conserpiently  had  to  be  pur- 
chased from  the  government  in 
order  to  obtain  [lossession  of  it, 
which  -was  done  al.iout  the  year 
18o  4,  if  1 mistake  not  the  time. 

Since  writing  the  former 
— it  being  already  in  type — we 
have  investigated  this  matter 
concerning  Michael  Ziegler,  and 
iind  the  aforementioned  tradition 
to  be  only  t(>o  true.  His  father. 
Andrew'  Ziegler  lived  to  be  a 
very  old  man  ; apparently  he 
must  have  been  no  less  than 
ninety  years  old  wdien  he  died. 
He  experienced  much  sorrow  and 
trouble  with  hi^  dissohife  .>on. 
He  made  his  la<t  will  and  ti'sta- 
nient  in  w'riting.  d.aled  Septem- 
ber 10.  1 70-).  ^vhich  wa-5  proven 
May  8.  1707.  and  the;‘cin  a}5-' 
[a)int(Ml  his  twa»  ,-oih.  Dillman 
and  Andix'W,  ids  (cxetmiors. 

I hit  It  apjiears  that  1 )illman  di'‘d 
bef  a-e  his  will  went  into  execu- 
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tion  and  hence  Andrew  ];ecame 
the  sole  executor.  Ills  will, 
which  was  a very  long  one,  was 
witnessed  by  Micliael  Ziegler, 
Abraham  • Ziegler  and  Henry 
Schweitzer.  From  this  we  learn 
that  his  estate  was  to  be  divided 
into  four  equal  shares,  and  the 
directions  are  given  in  the 
will  how  to  proceed.  At  that 
time  Michael  was  a widower, 
and  Jacol)  Urweiler  lived  on 
the  lot,  containing  ten  or 
eleven  acres,  iiow  belonging 
to  Helps  boys.  This  was  to  be 
tlie  residence  of  Michael  Ziegler 
as  long  as  he  lived,  for  his  dis- 
obedience to  his  father,  and  in 
case  lie  would  marrv  again  it 
could  not  be  the  residence  of  his 
widow  after  his  death.  He  was 
to  live  there  free  of  rent  all  his 
I’emaining  days,  but  could  not 
rent  it  away.  I'he  lot  and  his 
share  were  ahogether  in  the 
hands  of  the  e.xecntor.  The  ex- 
eiajtors  wme  ddrected  to  pa\'  all 
tlie  rlebts  which  Michaid  had 
('ontracted  previous  to  duly  7, 
17bb,  out  ol"  Ids  >hare,  but  all 
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debts  which  he  made  after  the 
said  day  were  not  to  be  paid. 

The  land  now  belonging  to 
Peter  and  Anthony  Garges  was 
to  be  sold  at  public  sale  to  pay 
his  deljts,  and  the  lot  whereon 
Michael  was  to  live  was  to  be 
sold  after  the  death  of  the  latter, 
and  all  the  remainder  of  the 
money  belonging  to  ^Michael’s 
share  wms  to  be  divided  equally 
among  his  children. 

.TOIIN  LKmiACff. 

On  the  southwest  side  of  Diel- 
maii  Kolb’s  greatHract,  and  less 
than  half  a mile  from  his  resi- 
dence was  the  residence  of  John 
Ledrach,  whose  name  appears 
in  the  list  of  taxpayers  in  1734. 
On  September  10,  1717,  a wai*- 
rant  was  granted  to  David 
Powel  for  “three  thousand  acres 
on  or  near  the  1 tranches  of  the 
Parkyowming  creek.”  Much 
» of  this  grant  was  sold  in  Low(m* 
Sallbr<l.  On  S(q)tember  3,  171"^. 
one  hundred  acres  tluuvof  adtja- 
cent  to  Dielman  Kolb’s  mid 
partly  to  Jac'ob  I\olf»’s  laials  was 
grantisl  to  Jolin  Ledrach.  It  is 
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mentioned  in  this  deed  that  it 
was  granted  in  the  fdth  year  ot* 
the  reign  of  King  George,  of 
Great  IL'itain.  It  is  recite;]  in 
the  narrative  ot  Dieiman  Kolb 
that  on  October  12,  IGSl,  'Win, 
Penn  granted  to  'William  Bacon, 
of  J Liner  Temp  he  *3000  acres  of 
land  in  the  province  of  Penn- 
aylvania.  Thirty-seven  years 
later,  on  Febriury  20,  1718, 
William  Bacon  sold  those  5000 
acres  of  land  to  Hinnphry  Mur- 
ray and  John  Budd,  of  the  cih’ 
of  Fhiladel phia.  ( )n  IMa  rch  20, 
1720,  Murray  and  Budd  sold 
15u0  acres,  as  part  of  tiiose 
5000,  to  James  Steel,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  On  December 
20,  1728,  James  Steel  and  his 
wife,  Martha,  conveyed  to  John 
Ledrach  fifty  acres  of  tlio  said 
land  adjoining  his  former  tract. 
It  is  mentioned  in  this  deed  that 
it  was  granted  in  the  second 
year  of  the  reien  oi'  King  ricorg^c 
tile  secOiUd. 

.fohn  Ledrach  lived  h(M*e 
about  thii'ty  yeai  s.  1 le  applied 
for  a patent  for  Ills  whole  ti'act 


of  one  Inmdred  and  fifty  acres, 
which  was  granted  to  him,  Au- 
gust 22,  1731,  'and  was  sealed 
with  the  great  seal.  The  boun- 
daries of  this  tract  are  thus 
gi\  en  : Beginning  at  a corner  of 
Dieiman  Kolb’s  land;  then  ex- 
tending southwest  by  vacant 
land  and  Jacob  Kolb’s  land  one 
hundred  airl  forty-five  perches 
to  a wddte  oak;  thence  north- 
wx‘st  two  himdrej  and  two 
perches  to  a post;  thence  l)y 
Rees  Vriliiams’  land  northeast 
forty  two  perches  to  a j)ost  ; 
thence  ))V  vacant  land  southeast 
fortv-fdur  pei’ches  to  a post ; 
thence  by  a line  ot' marked  trees 
northeast  one  hiindi'ed  and  ttiree 
perches  to  a post  in  a line  of 
Dieiman  Kolb’s  kind  ; thence  by 
same  soutlieast  one  inmdred  and 
fifty-eight  perclKc^  to  the  place 
of  beginning.  . 

John  Lefirach  was  a Menno- 
nit'.n  and  when  a sPranger  iook'^ 
over  his  ia.rni  he  is  made  to 
wonder  that  lu‘  could  not  lind  a 
nicer  locatimi  on  his  undulated 
fields  to  put  his  l)uildings  than 
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where  he  did.  When  John 
Ledrach  grew  old  he  made  his 
last  will  and  testament  ir)  v.ndt- 
ing,  dated  Augu>t  17,  1T4S, 
which  was  prov^m  December  12 
following.  fie  appointed  his 
son,  Jolin  Ledrach,  Jr.,  and  his 
son-in-law,  Jacob  Groff,  fuller, 
of  Li[uper  Salford,  to  be  his  ex- 
ecutors, and  Andrew  Ziegler  and 
Jacob  Shoemaker  trustees  to  see 
that  the  provisions  of  his  v.lli 
^vmre  carried  out.  These  lour 
men  jointly  sold  the  farm  at 
piiiblic  sale,  January  17,  174J, 
to  George  Weyker,  lor  jebOO. 
His  name  is  also  written  Weykert 
and  WTykard.  In  tiie  deed 
which  those  four  men  g;ive  tlie 
two  executors,  Jolin  Lederach 
and  Jacob  Gi'oPf,  are  represented 
as  being  of  the  llr.-t  })ai4,  then 
the  trustees,  Ajvli'ow  Ziegler 
and  Jacob  Shaieinaker,  as  l*eing 
of  the  sec(md  pnirt,  and  the  juir- 
cliaser,  (h'orgc'  V>i'y]<ei'.  as  b.o- 
ing  of  th:  rhii'd  |)art.  In  c'o>ing 
the  deed  the  two  execmtors, 
Ledrach  ami  Grolf,  .-igiUMl  their 
names  to  it,  mid  the  two  trustees 


Ziegler  and  Shoemaker,  signed 
their  names  as  witness.  George 
Wej'ker  owned  this  farm  about 
eleven  years,  when  he  died  in- 
testate, apparent!}'  in  175J, 
leaving  one  son  and  live  daugh- 
ters. George  Weyker,  Jr.,  of 
Frederick  tow'nship,  the  onl\’ 
son,  then  t(;ol':  out  letters  of  ad- 
ministration and  had  the  hirin 
appraised  by  an  order  of  the 
orphans’  court.  Their  valuation 
was  c£400.  Then  IMr  Weyker 
took  the  farm  at  the  appraise- 
uanit  os  lie  had  a rig! it  to  do, 
and  laid  the  court  to  confirm  it 
to  him.  No  so'mer  was  this 
done  than  he  soLl  the  tarm  con- 
taining still  loO  acres  to  Henry 
Denich,  lur  £od(),  as  confirmed 
1 >y  a r t i c I e s o 1'  a g re  e n i e n t , 

He  was  ilie  same  man  wiio  at 
one  time  owned  the  farm  now 
belonging  to  Solomon  \vhi>ser, 
which  he  ha.l  nurchased  iVuin 
Anrlamy  [lallman  and  \vlfe  in 
1742,  air]  owm  i]  it  untii  174-1, 
as  recuti'd  in  the  sketch  of  Jc Im 
\hncent  oh'er.  A iter  aching 
this  tiMct  h('  ]>ur(‘Iia.'-ed  tlie  larin 
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now  belonging  to  i'rank  Nice,  of 
Lower  Salford,  wiiicli  then  con- 
tained forty-nine  acres  and  120 
p e r c 1 1 e s , f r (nn  J o h n P i ) i 1 i [ ) B ce  h i n , 
ot  Wliitpain,  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
December  28,  171b  and  o^uled 
it  until  May  2,  17b2,  when  he 
and  his  wife  sold  it  to  Charles  . 
Swartz. 

IVhen  Henry  Denich  l)oiight 
this  farm  from  George  IVe^  ker 
he  saw  that  there  was  still  a 
little  inone}^  in  it,  and  therefore 
sold  it  to  Christian  Croll,  of 
Lower  Salford,  also  by  articles  of 
agreement,  for  i:blO.  Shortly 
after  this  transaction  Ileniy 
Denich  died.  It  appear^  they 
then  moved  slowly  in  proceeding 
further,  but  on  May  20,  1700. 
George  M^eyker,  of  Frederick 
township,  and  the  heirs  of 
Henry  Denich,  all  of  Lower 
Salford,  narnehg  Ann  btargaret 
Denich,  widow,  John  Denich 
and  Margaret,  his  wife,  and 
Jacob  Den  id  1 and  Mary,  his 
wife,  granted  and  con  tinned  a 
<leed  to  Christian  (froll.  It  ap- 
pears probable  that  this  Clins- 
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tiai]  Croll  was  the  grandfather 
of  Jdchael  Croll,  a noted  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  U[)per  Salford 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
century  and  the  beginning  of 
tlie  present.  - . 

It  is  very  probable  that  this 
Christian  Croll  was  the  ancester 
of  all  the  Crolls  in  these  parts. 
It  is  also  very  probalJe  tliat  he- 
was  the  same  Christian  Croll 
who  arrived  in  P.hiladelphia, 
August  10,  1720,  in  company 
with  Jacol^  Beiff,  who  then  re- 
turned from  a visit  to  Furope. 
M'e  will  leave  this  matter  lor 
some  one  else  to  iiivestigate. 

Mr.  Croll  then  owned  that 
farm  only  five  j’ears  when  he 
and  his  wife  Barbara  sold  the 
whole  premises  to  Jacol)  (Jod- 
shalk  of  Lower  Salford  for  ,£Sd(). 
blay  1 , 17db,  thus  graining  two 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds  in 
five  years.  A’either  could  Mr, 
tAoll  nor  his  with  write  tlieir 
names,  they  merely  made  their 
marks.  The  name  of  f 'hristian 
Ooll  a[)pears  in  the  tax  list  of 
1784,  and  his  residence  thmi 
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was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
township  on  what  is  now  the 
Krupp  farm,  which  he  sold  to 
Jacob  Krob  sevei’al  years  later. 
Bat  where  his  residence  had 
been  between  1740  and  1760, 
I can  not  say. 

Jacob  Godshalk  was  a son  of 
Godshalk  Godshalk,  whose  resi- 
dence was  on  the  Skippack 
where  James  Mark  ley  now  lives, 
as  related  in  the  narrative  of 
Christian  Stauffer.  He  still  wrote 
his  name  Jacob  Giaetscha'clv  in 
accordance  to  tlie  Holiandi^'h 
idiom;  for  his  lather  wrote  his 
name  Gaetschalck  Gaetsclialck. 
Jacob  Godshalk  owned  this  larm 
nine  years,  but  in  the  meantime 
removed  over  into  Perkiomen 
and  Skippack  townships  where 
some  of  his  descendents  still 
live.  On  March  2,  1774,  he 
and  his  wile  Helena  for  the  love 
and  affection  wdiich  they  l)ore  to 
tlieir  son  Godshalk  Godshalk', 
and  £S-')0  in  monew  coin'cved 
and  conf.rmed  this  plantation 
unto  him. 

This  larm  then  nmuilned  in 


the  Godshalk  family  until  April 
1,  1885,  exactly  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years,  It  is  now 
owned  by  Frederick  Seitz.  On 
March  27,  1784,  Godshalk  God-  * 
slialk  purchased  of  xVndrew 
Ziegler,  Sr.,  ten  acres  and 
twenty-four  perches  of  land  ly- 
ing adjacent  to  his  other  land. 
He  then  built  a house  and  other 
buildings  there,  and  made  him- 
self a residence,  moved  into  it, 
lived  there  and  farmed  a small 
portion  of  land.  On  xMay  20, 
1798,  he  and  his  wife,  Sarah, 
conveyed  to  their  son,  Jacob, 
128  acres  and  118  perches  of 
land.  On  May  1,  1815,  when 
his  wife  was  dead,  Godshalk 
Godshalk  sold  to  his  son,  Jacob, 
the  aforementioned  premises 
containing  thirty-six  acres  and 
fifteen  perches  of  land,  including 
those  ten  acres  purchased  from 
Andrew  Ziegler,  for  jeI046,  14s, 

4 hi.  Then  tlii-ec  years  later. 
May  30,  1818.  Jactjb  Godshalk 
and  his  wile,  Barbara.,  tran>fer- 
red  to  their  son,  Dilman,  the 
above  mentioned  premises  con- 
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tainiufj;  sixty  acres  and  110 
perches  of  land  for  $d906.8G. 
Eight  acres  thereof  were  wood- 
land disconnected  from  the  other. 
'These  premises  Dilman  God- 
shalk  sold  to  Frederick  Seitz 
about  the  \ ear  18GG  and  it  still 
belongs  to  him,  though  it  is  oc- 
cupied by  his  son.  On  April 
10,  1847,  Jacob  Godshclk  and 
his.  wife,  Barbara,  granted  to 
their  son,  Jacob  Z.  Godshalk, 
102  acres  and  forty-five  perches. 
It  being  the  greater  part  of  128 
acres  and  118  perches,  for 
$4140.  Jacob  Z.  Godslialk  then 
owned  this  plantation  until 
April  1,  188*3,  when  he  and  his 
wife  sold  it  to  Frederick  Seitz, 
thormh  it  was  then  reduced  to 
ninety-six  acres.  Mr.  Seitz  now 
owns  the  two  premises. 

From  the  road  on  the  south- 
east side  of  Mr.  Seitz’s  land  over 
the  hill  down  to  the  other  I'oad, 
and  from  the  line  of  what  was 
Dielinan  Kolb’s,  land  now  owne<l 
by  Benjamin  Nice  and  others, 
over  to  the  township  line,  are  yet 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 


in  Lower  Salford  now  owned  by 
Jacob  BeiE‘,  Benjamin  Ziegler, 
William  Keyser,  Garret  Keyset* 
and  others. 

These  one  liundred  and 
twenty-six  acres  were  purchased 
from  David  Powel  by  two  indi- 
viduals. Seventy- three  acres 

thereof  were  purchased  by 
Henry  Bailey,  who  afterward 
transferred  the  tract  to  Jacob 
Kolb.  The  latter  afterward  an- 

I. 

plying  for  a patent,  paid  seven 
pounds  and  six  shillings  which 
were  due  the  provincial  govern- 
ment. The  remaining  hlfy- 
three  acres  tvere  purchased  by 
Nicholas  Scull,  December  7, 
1721,  and  afterward  sold  to 
Jacob  Kolb.  These  two  con- 
tigious  tracts  comprising  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres, 
were  a part  of  3000  acres  grant- 
ed to  David  Bowel  by  a warrant 
dated  September  10,  1717.  Mi*. 
Kolb  obtained  a patent  foi*  the 
whole  tract,  August  0,  I7f>5. 
The  ])<)undai*ies  therein  are  thus 
given  : Beginning  at  a ])ost  in 
a line  of  Bobber’s  townslu[),  at 
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a comer  of  Michael  Ziegler’s 
land  ; thence  on  the  said  town- 
siiip  line  northwest  one  hundred 
and  four  perches  to  a post ; 
thence  by  vacant  lajid  and  land 
of  John  Ledrach  noi’theast  one 
hundred  and  eighty  perches  to 
a corner  of  Dielinan  Kolb’s  land ; 
thence  by  the  same  southeast 
one  huialred  and  thirteen 
perches  to  a post ; thence  south- 
west seventy-five  perches  to  a 
post  ; thence  northwest  nine 
^perches  to  a post  : thence  by 
Michael  Ziegler’s  land  southwest 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  perches 
to  the  ])lace  of  beginning,  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  twenty 
six  acres.  This  patent  was 
granted  to  Jac(^b  Kolb  ‘un  the 
ninth  vear  of  the  reien  of  King 
George  the  II,  and  in  the  eigh- 
teenth year  of  our  government, 
August  *.J,  IToo.”  This  was 
the  provincial  government  of 
John  Penn,  'Fliomas  Penn  and 
Pirhard  Penn. 

d'he  I'esidence  of  Ja(‘ob  Kolb, 
whose  name  ap[)ears  in  the  tax 
list  of  17o4,  in  Perkiomen,  then 


Bebber’s  township,  was  where 
Abraham  Reiff'now  lives.  Mr. 
Kolb  then  owned  all  that  land 
between  those  two  roads,  on 
each  side  of  the  Tract  just  de- 
scribed, over  to  the  Swamp  road 
going  up  through  Lucon.  In 
later  years  his  tract  was  divided 
lengthwise  and  was  owned  by 
two  of  his  sons,  Dilman  and 
Henry,  Dilman  owned  the  old 
home  and  the  land  the  whole 
length  of  the  ti-act  from  the 
Swamp  road  along  the  ‘‘Long 
Lane,”  as  it  was  formerly  called 
over  to  what  is  now  Benjamin 
Nice’s  farm.  Henry  owned  the 
upper  tract  the  whole  length 
above.  The  first  house  built 
where  A'illiani  Keyser  and  his 
son, Henry, live,  waserected  there 
by  Daniel  Custer  about  the  year 
1840  ; and  the  one  up  on  the 
Long  Hill  now  owned  by  Ben- 
jamin Ziegler,  was  built  by 
George  He  ill  a tew  years  lat(M\ 
Oth.er  houses  were  built  along 
there  about  the  same  time  and 
some  since 

('OLLA  HKFFLF.FtNCl-U. 
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Col  la  He  file  finger  was  a resi- 
dent *jf  Lower  Salford  in  1734, 
and  his  name  appears  in  the  tax 
list  of  that  year.  He  is  also 
called  Galley  Heflle finger,  and 
his  residence  was  where  Abra- 
ham L.  Ziegler’s  now  is.  On 
April  4,  1095,  William  Penn 
granted  to  Daniel  Wharley,  of 
London,  3000  acres  of  land  in 
the  province  of  Pennsylvania. 
Some  years  later  old  Daniel 
Wharley  died,  and  his  oldest 
son,  Daniel  Wharley,  Jr.,  sold 
those  3000  acres  to  a Welsh- 
man named  Lowland  Ellis, 
by  deeds  ot  lease  and  release, 
dated  x\pril  2d,  and  3rl,  1721. 
On  May;  21,  1725,  a war- 
rant was  granted  bv  Picli- 
ard  Hill,  James  Logan  and 
Robert  Ashton,  commis.sioners 
of  property,  foi-  the  sur\’ey  of 
300  acres  as  part  of  300U  jicres, 
which  was  surveyed  to  Rowland 
Ellis  on  the  27th  day  olMaich, 
1725.  Those  300  acre's  I'epi’e- 
S(  nted  as  'T:ear  Perkioiny,”  Mr. 
Ellis  sold  to  another  AAlshman 
named  Rees  William^,  an  inn- 


holder of  the  clt}^  of  Phila- 
delphia, by  deeds  of  lease  and 
release  bearing  date  May  5th 
and  Gth,  1720. 

The  boimdarienS  of  this  tract 
are  thus  described  ; Beginning 
at  a marked  white  oak  at  a cor- 
ner of  John  Ledrach’s  land  ; 
thence  by  the  same  and  l)v  Ti!- 
man  Kolb’s  land  and  vacant  land 
southwest  31 S perches  to  a post ; 
thence  northwest  100  perches 
to  a post  ; thence  nortlieast  by 
John  Pawling’s  land  and  vacant 
land  318  perches  to  a post  ; 
thence  southeast  100  perches  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  contain- 
ing 300  acres.  Tdman  Kod> 
undoubtedly  should  be  Martin 
Kolb,  for  it  was  his  land. 

Their  deed  is  recorded  in 
deed  book  I,  vol.  5,  p;ige  345. 
Over  two  years  later,  on  the 
14th  of  August  1728,  Rees 
Williams  and  his  wil'e,  Fdizabeth, 
conveyed  to  Colla  Heillelinger 
one  hundi’ed  and  twi'iity-fivo 
acres  as  [airt  ol  three  hundred 
acres.  This  deed  is  rec»)rderin 
tlie  olfu’e  at  Xorristown  in  d(‘cd 
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book  I,  page  ISO  and  ISl.  It 
was  not  recorded  before  1785. 
On  the  11th  of  December  1745, 
Colla  lleliieiinger  and  his  wife, 
Catharine,  conveyed  to  their  son, 
Hemy  Helliefinger,  all  that  tract 
with  all  the  improvements 
thereon.  4'heirdeed  is  recorded 
in  the  same  book  on  page  182 
and  18o.  It  is  recited  in  the 
narrative  of  Dieiman  Kolb  that 
ill  1705,  Wiriam  Penn  granted 
to  Hannah  Price,  v.dfe  of  David 
Price  500  acres  of  land  in  the 
county  (4  Phila  lelphia.  And 
further,  that  it  was  tran>fereed 
to  Nicholas  Scull,  who  obtained 
a warrant  for  the  survey  of  the 
same,  dated  December  5,  1727. 
By  virtue  of  the  said  warrant 
tliere  was  surveyed  tc)  him  Fel)- 
ruaiy  20,  1728,  a certain  tract 
containing  ‘-tliirty-seven  and  a 
haifa<Tes  near  the  Pei-kioniv,” 
as  part  of  500  acres.  Then,  on 
March  21.  1720,  Nicholas  Scull 
and  ids  wife,  Abigail,  conveyed 
tlie  said  ti'act  to  Henry  Panne- 
becker. 

After  owning  this  land  six- 


teen years  Mr.  Pannebecker  sold 
it  to  Henry  HefHefinger  by  a 
deed  dated  December  11,  1745. 
Henry  HelTefinger  also  pur- 
chased a tract  containing  fifty- 
one  acres  from  Dielman  Kolb 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth.  Decem- 
ber 7,  1745.  These  three  tracts 
comprised  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  and  one-half  acres,  for 
Mr.  Hefile finger,  who,  twelve 
years  later,  purchased  another 
small  tract  from  the  heirs  of 
Dielman  Kolb.  After  owning 
this  tract  about  forty  years, 
Henry  lleffiefinger  and  his  wife, 
Catharine,  sold  tliis  great  plan- 
taticui  to  Martin  Boger,  of 
Lower  Salford,  l)v  a deed  bear- 
ing date  June  7,  1785.  This 
deed  is  cIosel\*  written  and 
measLirest  wo  leet  and  ten  inches 
in  length  and  twentv-six  inches 
in  width.  1 think  1 am  safe  in 
saying  it  is  the  largest  deed  in 
the  towu'^hii).  At  the  time  ol 
making  mis  conveyance  Mi'. 
Helllcfmger  was  a resident  of 
Vincent  township,  Chester 
countv.  It  is  a name  that  has 
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entirely  disappeared  from  the 
township.  Neither  Henry  Hef- 
iiefinger  nor  his  wife,  Catharine, 
could  write  their  names.  The 
deed  was  acknowledo-ed  before 
F rederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  judges  of  Mont- 
gomery county,  June  9,  1785. 
Martin  Boger  owned  this  plan- 
tation over  twenty  years  until 
he  died  here,  January  17,  1806. 
After  his  demise  two  of  his 
sons-in-lavv , Abraham  Markley 
and  Michael  Wagner,  took  out 
letters  of  administration  as  al- 
ready stated  in  connectioji  with 
Nicholas  Schwenk,  in  the  His- 
tory of  Harleysville,  But  how  it 
came  that  I made  a mistake  in 
the  number  of  acres  belonging 
to  Martin  Boger  I can  not  say. 
For  instead  of  seventy-eight 
acres,  as  there  stated,  there 
were  220  acres.  Though  I am 
informed  that  is  the  numl)er  of 
acres  the  farm  now  contains. 

On  April  26,  1.80*),  iVbraham 
Markley  and  Michael  'Whigner, 
administrators  of  the  estate  of 
Martin  Bogei’,  deceased,  i^old  the 


decedent’s  large  plantation  con- 
taining two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  and  forty  perches  to 
xkbraham  Ziegler,  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford. He  was  known  as  “ Pailor 
Abi*aham,”  and  was  the  grand- 
father ot  Abraham  L.  Ziegler, 
the  present  owner.  At  that 
time  his  great  tract  was  bound- 
ed by  lands  ot' Henry  IVeirman, 
Christian  Bergey,  Abranam 
Clemens,  Dillman  Ziegler,  God- 
shalk  Godshalk,  Jacob  Godshalk, 
Martin  Kulp  and  Isaac  Mark- 
ley. 

Soon  after  the  purchase  of 
this  large  plantation  Abraham 
Ziegler  sold  off  several  tracts  or 
parcels  of  h is  land  along  the 
lower  or  southeast  side  to  a suc- 
cessful advantage  to  reduce  his 
debt.  This  land,  at  least  the 
greater  p;irt  thereof,  is  now 
contained  in  the  farm  of  William 
S.  Ziegler. 

A tew  years  later,  on  April  1, 
1811,  he  piirchase<l  si.xty  acrt's 
fi*om  Daniel  Price  and  Mai’garet. 
his  wife,  of  J5)wamencin.  The 
latter  had  pnrcluisod  this  land 
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from  Christian  Weirman  only 
one  year  previously.  Those 
sixty  acres  of  woodland  lying 
adjacent  to  his  other  land,  ex- 
tended down  along  the  hill  and 
across  the  Branch  creek  at  some 
places.  This  land  extended 
southwest  along  the  road  just 
beyond  the  residence  of  William 
Y.  Gai'ges.  About  the  vear 
1836  Abraham  Zieuler  l>uilt  a 
small  frame  house  near  the  cor- 
ner of  his  land  where  William 
Y.  Garges  now  lives,  for  Eliza- 
beth Detweiler,  a widow,  who 
was  a relative  to  Mr.  Ziegler  ; 
he  then  put  five  acres  of  land  to 
it  and  sold  it  to  her.  She  then 
died  there  several  years  later,  and 
after  her  death  the  lot  was  sold 
to  a German  whose  name  was 


son,  William.  In  1840  Abraham 
Ziegler  built  an  oil  mill  which 
was  also  provided  with  a pair  of 
stones  for  chopping  grain  on  the 
Branch  creek.  When  this  mill 
was  built  it  was  found  necessary 
to  purchase  a small  strip  of  land 
additional  containing  one  acre 
and  fifteen  perches  from  John 
Johnson  and  wife.  This  was 
part  of  sixty  acres  which  the 
latter  had  purchased  from  John 
Zieber  and  Jacob  Markley,  ad- 
ministrators of  the  estate  of 
Abraham  Benner,  deceased, 
April  18,  1831.  When  the  oil 
mill  was  built  they  also  built  a 
small  one-story  stone  house  with 
basement,  on  the  hill,  now  be- 
longing to  Joseph  Conver,  for 
Michael  Johnson,  the  oil  miller. 


Jose[)h  Ilaverstock  ; he  liverk-  Some  people  say  the  oil  mill 

was  built  by  Jacob  Ziegler,  old 
Abraham'S  son,  but  that  is  not 
correct,  as  we  will  show  pres- 
entlv,  though  he  may  have  been 
instrumental  in  the  purjiose  and 
may  have  done  much  labor  for 
it,  but  it  was  not  his,  for  on  the 
31st  of  March,  1816,  Abraham 


there  perhaps  ten  years  and 
made  some  improvements.  The 
lot  was  purchased  by  Samuel 
Garges  about  the  year  1866  and 
one  or  more  small  tracts  were 
added  thereto,  besides  making 
great  improvements  in  the  l)uild- 
ings.  It  is  now  owncl  f»v  his 
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Ziegier  and  his  wife,  Barbara, 
sold  to  their  son,  Jacob,  a cer- 
tain oil  mill  and  nine  acres  and 
seventy-five  perches  of  laud. 
Then  Jacob  Ziegler  built  a 
saw  mill  to  his  mill,  and  on 
April  20,  ISoO,  he  and  his  wife 
conveyed  these  mills  and  land 
to  Christian  Bergey.  The  lat- 
ter owned  this  mill  j^roperty 
seventeen  years  when,  on  July 
23,  1867,  he  conveyed  the  same 
to  his  son,  David  Bergey,  the 
present  owner.  A residence 
consisting  uf  a house,  barn 
and  other  necessary  buildings 
were  added  to  the  lot  by  Mr. 
Bergey.  But  in  the  meantime 
the  gearing  belonging  to  the  oil 
mill  was  taken  out,  when  raising 
flax  had  ceased  and  no  oil  was 
manufactured  here.  The  resi- 
dence of  Henry  P.  Reiff  and 
other  houses  on  the  hill  there 
were  all  built  since  1840. 

After  the  death  of  Abraham 
Ziegler  the  farm  fndumied  to  his 
son,  Jacob,  who  owned  it  until 
tlie  time  of  his  death.  It  was 
then  purchase»l  by  his  son. 


Abraham  L.  Ziegler,  the  present 
owner  This  farm  has  now  be- 
longed to  the  Ziegler  family 
nearly  eighty -one  years. 

NICHOLAS  HOLDERMAN. 

The  name  Holderman  is  writ- 
ten very  differently.  We  find 
it  as  above  and  otherwise,  as 
Iloldeman  and  llalteman.  The 
subject  of  this  narrative  was  a 
resident  of  Lower  Salford  in 
1734,  and  his  residence  was 
where  Frank  Tyson’s  now  is. 
It  has  been  related  in  the  nar- 
rative of  (Jolla  He  file  finger  how 
Hees  Williams,  an  innholder  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  came 
in  possession  of  three  hundi’ed 
acres  of  land  in  Lower  Salford 
in  1720.  As  the  counlry  was 
fist  settling  up  at  that  time 
Rees  Williams  and  Ids  wile,  on 
August  13,  1728,  sold  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres  to 
Nicholas  Holderman.  He  prob- 
able was  tlie  aneester  of  all  tho 
Holdemans  and  llalttmians  in 
eastmi  Penn.-yl vania  if  not  in 
the  Lnited  States. 

Hi‘.  owned  this  farm  nearly 
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loiirteen  ye.-ir\'^,  but  in  the  mean- 
time removed  to  Chester  county, 
two  oF  Ids  sons,  at  least,  remain- 
ed in  Lower  Salford.  On  Feh- 
laiary  12,  1712,  Nicholas  Hold- 
erinan,  of  Chester  county,  and 
his  wite  Llizahetli,  conveyed 
their  Farm  to  tiieir  son,  Nicholas 
Holderman,  Jr.  Their  .<on, 
(jhristian,  having-  purchased  the 
Farm  now  owned  hy  Frjink 
\Yao;ner  in  I Tod.  The- Flolder- 
mans  were  Mennoidtes,  and  in 
later  years  one  oF  (Christian’s 
sons,  whose  name  also  was 
('hristitni,  a resident  oF  Upper 
SalFord,  was  a [)i*eacher  in  that 
se(‘t.  He  died  in  IS  Jo,  in  liis 
nimJieth  yeai’.  Nicliolas  Hold- 
ormau,  Jr.,  owned  that  hirm, 
roiitaiiduii'  l2o  acres,  twentv- 
rhree  ytcirs  when  he  and  his 
wite,  Kli'/ahetli.  s(d,d  it  tn  L^aac 
i\iarkle\',  ()ctohei‘  2S.  17F)o, 

Mr.  Mai’kley  ii\'od  on  tliis  Fanii 
till  he  was  old,  hut  on  Octnhei- 
14,  1 S 1 1 . he  and  hi>  wiF(C  Sarah, 
sold  then’  jilantatinu  to  tlieii’ 
son,  Honry.  Isaac  Markle\' 
dual  in  los-  than  a \'ear  alter 


SALFORL  '^O^VySH^F. 

selling  his  farm,  on  May  1'.), 
1812,  ayed  within  five  days 
eighty-three  years,  but  his  vsdhn 
Sai-ah,  survived  him  until  l)e- 
cendjer  7,  1823,  when  she  died 
aged  ninety  \ears  and  nine 
months.  Hen  ry  M a r k 1 e \'  o w n e»  1 
thi.'i  farm  seventeen  years  wiien 
he  died  here,  October  2h,  182S, 
aged  si.\'ty-nine  years,  three 
months  and  nine  days.  But  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  survived  liim 
until  April  22,  1843,  when  slie 
died  aged  eightv-tive  vears, 
seven  months  and  twenty  days. 
Alter  the  death  oF Henry  Mark- 
ley  liis  farm  descended  to  his 
oiilv  daughter.  Sai-ah,  ’wiFe  <»F 
Abraham  Benner,  by  right  <»l 
inheritance.  A!)rahain  Benner 
having  taken  out  letters  oF  ad- 
ministration, settled  the  estate. 
It  is  a><serted  bv  the  decendaiits 
oF  Abraham  Benner  that  wlani 
their  Father  owned  the  Farm  it 
contained  two  hundivd  and  two 
atu'es.  'Fbev  say  Hem*y  Mark- 
lev'  had  already  juircdiased  an 
adjacent  tract  liann  some  oia*. 
which  app(^ai’s  vei'V  jU’obalK*. 
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Upon  further  investieation  it 
appears  that  about  the  year  1810 
Henry  Mark  ley  purchased  sixty 
acres  from  Chilstian  W'eirnian. 
This  land  extended  back  to  the 
Branch  creek,  and  after  the 
death  of  Abraham  Benner  it  was 
sold  by  his  administrators  to 
John  Johnson,  April  18,  1831. 

Eight  acres  and  fifteen  perches 
had  been  purchased  by  Abraham 
Benner,  and  were  sold  to  his 
widow  by  his  administrators, 
John  Zieber  and  Jacob  Markle  v, 
April  18,  1831.  Abraham 

Benner  died  August  11,  1829, 
but  his  wife,  Sarah,  survived 
him  until  May  24,  1847  It 
was  about  the  year  1842  when 
the  widow  Benner’s  barn  was 
struck  by  lightning  and  burnt 
away.  By  the  time  of  lier 
death  tlie  farm  wais  considerably 
ref  I need  in  size  by  selling  off 
several  tracts,  but  what  then 
remained  was  sold  by  the  heirs 
at  [)uldic  sale  to  Abraham  Lan- 
dis, December  20,  1848.  He 
lived  there  about  thirty-thi'ee 
years,  and  di‘‘(l  there  A[)ril  11. 


1881,  when  the  farm  was  sold  a 
year  later  to  Mr.  Tyson,  the 
present  owner. 

On  the  southwest  side  of  this 
farm,  in  Skip  pack  township, 
where  the  late  Benjamin  Tyson 
lived  was  the  Kemper  farm,  at 
first  owned  by  John  Kemper 
and  by  his  descendants  after  him 
until  about  the  year  1830. 
John  Kemper  was  a deacon  in 
the  Dunkard  church  in  the 
colonial  period,  and  his  descend- 
ants after  him  belonged  to  the 
same  church.  The  family  bur- 
ial ground  veas  carefully  walled 
in,  but  it  is  becoming  sadly  out 
of  repair.  In  1734  when  John 
Kemper  lived  on  that  larm  he 
was  re])ortcd  as  a resident  of 
Salford,  but  it  was  a mistake 
made  by  simie  one.  The  farm 
at  present  belonging  to  Jose[)h 
Benner  is  not  an  old  place.  It 
is  composed  of  laial  cut  out  of 
two  tracts,  part  of  it  from  Mar- 
tin Kulp's  fann,  and  [)aj't  friun 
the  n<_)Meman  or  Benner  farm. 
The  house  on  the  pixunises  acci- 
dfmtly  took'  fire  and  burnt  away. 
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April  2,  1883.  It  was  owned 
by  Mr.  Benner’s  father-in-law, 
Garret  Detweiler,  during  a 
pe  r iod  o f a bo  u 1 1 wen  t y-fi  ve  yea  r s 
betcre  it  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Benner.  Some  years  ago  this 
isolate* I place  was  ficetiously 
called  the  Hasp  ScJurara — Babbit 
Meadow.  It  is  located  on  the 
Long  Bun,  a small  stream  How- 
ing  westward  to  tlie  Perkiomeu. 

Tile  buildings  at  the  road 
above  now  owned  by  Abraham 
B.  Landis  were  put  there  by 
Edas  Benner  about  the  year 
1843.  The  land  belonging  to  it 
was  cut  out  of  the  Benner  farm, 
and  so  was  also  the  land  belong- 
ing to  the  lot  at  the  road  west 
from  Mr.  Landis,  which  was  also 
built  by  Elias  Benner.  In  1720 
the  land  on  the  other  side  ot  the 
road  bmonged  to  John  Pawling, 
of  Perkiomen,  but  it  afterward 
changed  owners,  and  for  a long 
time  belonged  to  one  oj'  tlie 
olherof  tlic  U eirman  lamUy.  In 
1730  there  was  a tract  of  land 
extending  hack  over  the  hills  to 
the  Branch  creek  belonging  to 


Henry  Fry,  It  is  probably  now 
contained  in  the  tarm  of  Charles 
T.  Johnson. 

The  residence  of  the  latter 
very  probably  .was  built  by 
Christian  Weirman  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century.  The 
tarm  recently  owned  by  Daniel 
Pannepackei’,  now  belonging  to 
Charles  T.  Johnson,  formerly 
belonged  to  the  IVeirman  family. 
It  was  prol^ably  the  residence  of 
Henry  Weirman.  It  is  said 
there  was  yet  a large  tract  ol 
land  extending  westward  over 
the  hills  toward  the  Perkiomen 
which  belonged  to  the  ^Veirman 
family,  and  some  of  it  still  be- 
longs to  one  or  more  of  tlmin. 

HANS  WKIR^IAX 

Lived  back  near  the  Branch 
creek  in  1734.  He  was  the  an- 
cestor of  all  the  MAirmans  in 
iMontgomeryand  Bucks  counties. 
His  residence  is  now  owned  l)v 
John  D.  Alderfn*.  Iti>j’uston 
the  ((tlier  side  of  the  Salford  line 
in  Ski[)[)ack  township.  At  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
his  son,  Joliii,  lived  (limv  when 
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Washinuton  and  Ids  army  mi- 
(‘ainped  at  Panr.opa(d\er’s  mill. 
Jolin  was  a baelmloi*  and  a 
tory  at  that.  At  that  timr  a 
detachment  of  tlie  army  en^ 
camped  jieai'  his  residem‘e. 
Thei*e  we)-e  portions  <d*tiie  army 
encamj)ini;‘  at  several  places  in 
Upper  Salford  also.  JolnA\Air- 
man  had  a considerable  ([uantity 
of  o;rain  in  store  which  the  ot- 
ticers  of  the  army  wanted  to 
buy,  but  he  was  very  stinay 
with  his  o-rain  and  would  not 
sell  anv.  Some  of  the  soldders 
were  suspicious  of  him  and  one 
of  them  scuta  ball  into  his  hon.^jc. 
It  went  whizzina'  through  two 
doors  and  thi’onuh  two  apai't- 
nients  in  the  house,  imbedding- 
itself  in  the  wall  o[)posite. 
After  that  he  was  willintr  to 
sell  his  orain.  U hen  1 was  a 
lad  1 savv  those  bidlet  hol(‘s  in 
the  same  old  doors  yet. 

llans  Wyeianan  (so  the  naim* 
was  originally  wi‘itf(m)  was  a 
member  of  tlu‘  Mi*nnoniteehurch 
and  was  reported  as  a re>ident 
ofSalt’ordin  17-U.  Apparently 


he  must  have  l>een  a.  laiyi;e  land- 
holder. Me  sold  one  hundi’ed 
and  fifty-foui’  acres  in  two  tracts 
to  his  son,  Jolm,  a short  time 
before  his  death,  which  (Kvurred 
in  1747  or  1748,  but  did  not 
transfer  it.  lta[)pears  the  cliii- 
<li‘en  knew  that  John  was  to 
have  the  timn  and  knew  also  at 
what  price,  but  the  conveyance 
had  not  been  made  ; and  after 
his  death  the  children  gave  John 
his  conveyance,  wdiich  is  dated 
November  16,  1748.  His  will 
was  dated  December  b.  174ti. 
Me  had  seven  children,  namely, 
John,  who  was  a bachelor  ; So- 
phia, wife  of  Michael  l\  eirman, 
of  llatheld  ; Henry,  \vas  a resi- 
dent of  '‘Perke.^y,'’  and  whose 
wife  was  named  (Jathaiane  : 
Jacob  was  a resident  of  llatfadd 
and  was  a weaver  by  trade,  la* 
had  a family  also:  the  name  of 
his  wife  was  .Margaret  : ('hris- 
tian  was  a resident  of  Lower 
Salford,  his  wife’s  name  wa< 
Klizabetli  ; Mary  Mb*irman  Nvas 
married  to  lludolph  La[)}).  of 
llatlii'ld.  who  was  a tailor  hv 
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trade  : Elizabeth  Weir  man  was 
also  a resident  of  Ilatfield  ; she 
was  a spinster  and  was  therefore 
nnniarried.  John  Weirman 
apparentiy  innst  have  prospered 
for  we  find  that  by  the  year  17GG 
lie  had  increased  his  acres  to  the 
nmnlier  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty.  II is  farm  was  owned 
by  one  or  the  other  of  the  fam- 
ily after  him  until  about  the 
year  1S2G,  when  it  contained 
\et  IGT  acres  and  was  purchased 
by  Jacol)  Garges  at  S2G  per 
acre,  and  was  afterward  owned 
by  his  son,  Samuel  Garges,  and 
was  sold  by  him  to  Horatio 
IIeu>ton,  ofChestnut  Hill,  about 
the  year  ISoo.  The  farm  now 
belongs  to  dohn  D.  Alderler.  of 
Skippack. 

‘ IIIIISTIAV  IIOLDKMAX. 

Tlie  farm  now  belonging  to 
Fnnik  A agn»n’  was  long  known 
as  tiie  Hold(*man  farm.  Cliris- 
tian  Holdeman  wa>  a son  of 
Nicholas  HoMcnrm.  Sr.,  and  a 
bi’oth  r to  Nicholas  Holdeman. 

J r.  He  did  not  li\'e  on  this  farm 
in  17'U,  but  [)i:rehase«l  ^cy<‘i'al 

^ V*-  , - , r , 
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tracts  and  parcels  of  land  in 
17o5,  as  will  be  recited  pi-esent- 
ly.  It  has  been  related  in  the 
narrative  of  Dielman  Kolb  how 
Humphry  Murrey  and  John 
Budd,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
olJained  5000  acres  of  land, 
February  20,  171S.  On  March 
2G,  1720,  they  sold  211  acres 
and  104  perclies  thereof  to 
James  Steel,  of  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia. It  appears  that  near- 
ly all  of  this  tract,  whicdi  was 
included  in  those  hills  and  the 
Branch  creek,  was  purchased  by 
George  Rough.  The  latter  was 
a single  man  when  he  purchased 
this  land,  and  was  still  so  on 
February  10,  1 7G5,  when  he 
com’eyed  seven  acres  and-  sixty 
perches  to  Christian  Holdeman. 
But  he  was  aftei'ward  married 
and  the  name  of  his  wife  was 
Mary,  when  they  conyeye<l  IGS 
acres  and  100  perches  to  (Jiris- 
^Veirlnan,  on  the  5th  day  of 
Se[4ember,  1 757,  and  then  four 
days  lattu*,  September  9.  Mr. 
Weii-nian  and  his  wife,  Fliza- 
Ix'tb,  (‘nnveyed  six  acres  and 
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seventeen  perches  to  Christ ian 
rioldenuin.  These  se^'eral  small 
parcels  of  land  were  only  out- 
side additions  to  Mr.  Holden lan’s 
farm.  Undoubtedly  he  had 
purchased  the  main  tract  before 
he  purchased  the  first  small 
tract  from  Georo-e  Itouo’h,  but 
had  not  received  his  conveyance 
therefore,  and  very  probably 
had  possession  of  it.  The  main 
tract  was  purchased  from  James 
Steel  and  his  wife,  Martha,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
their  conveyance  bears  date  July 
2o,  ITdo.  The  boundaries  are 
thus  triven  : Bea'innintt  at  a cor- 
ner  of  John  Weirman’s  land  ; 
thence  by  the  same  northeast 
one  hundred  and  sixty  perches 
to  a post  : thence  l)y  the  same 
land  nortliW(‘st  fifty- three 
perches  to  a white  oak  ; thence 
by  the  same  southwest  thirty- 
one  perches  to  a post  ; thence 
by  \Veirman’s  other  land  north- 
west eUhteen  pei’ches  to  a.  post: 
thence  by  vacant  land  northea>t 
ninety-seven  perclae'^  to  a post  : 
thence  by  land  of  Jac<',b  Bnyer 


southeast  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  perches  to  a post ; 
thence  by  vacant  land  south- 
west two  hundred  and  twenty- 

•/ 

six  perches  to  a post  in  a line  of 
Henry  Ehy’s  land  ; thence  by 
the  same  northwest  fifty- two 
pei-ches  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, containing  100  acres,  be- 
ing part  of  100  acres  which  the 
“Honorable  John  Penn,  Thomas 
Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  hy 
their  patent  dated  July  15, 1705, 
did  grant  unto  James  Steel.” 
This  shows  that  James  Steel 
owned  at  least  two  tracts  here. 
The  conveyance  granted  to 
Christian  Holdeman  was  ac;- 
knowledged  and  confirmed  b\- 
Charles  Brockden,  Esrp,  master 
of  the  rolls  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Recorder  of 
Deeds,  before  John  Lawrence, 
Justice  of  the  Peai*e,  Septemlu'r 
25,  1705,  and  was  witnessed 
by  flhrisiian  Krassold  and  Wil- 
liam loar>ons.  It  has  just  Ihhui 
recited  that  James  Steehla'eivcd 
Ids  conveyance  or  patent  July 
17,  170)5,  and  that  will  account 
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for  the  reason  why  lloldeinan 
did  not  recieve  his  conveyance 
sooner  from  Steel.  Undoubted- 
ly Christian  Floldeman  pur  the 
first  buildings  on  the  Wagner 
farm  in  173b.  The  seven  acres 
and  sixty  perches  of  meadow 
land  which  he  purchased  from 
George  Hough,  February  10, 
1735,  were  located  along  the 
Branch  er‘^ek  ; beginning  at  a 
chestnut  oak  ; thence  southwest 
^eventv-four  perches  to  the 
North  Branch  of  the  Parky- 
omoniie;  thence  up  the  middle 
of  the  said  Branch  by  several 
courses  thereof  seventy-seven 
perches  to  a stone  corner;  thenee 
northwest  eight  perches  to  the 
place  of  beginning.  Thus  are 
th(i  boundaries  given  and  tliey 
sliow  where*  the  land  lav.  This 
conveyance  was  witnessed  by 
Vellis  (uissel,  llu[)pert  (5'ssel 
and  Hubert  Jones,  and  was 
signed  by  (ieorge  Boh,  in  Ger- 
man. This  deed  was  acknowl- 
e-dged  on  the  allirmation  of 
lvoi>ert  Jones  betore  John  Ihdl, 
February  ‘27,  1705,  Thei’c  was 
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another  small  tract  of  land  con- 
taining sixteen  acres  and  ninety- 
three  perches  which  Christian 
lloldeinan  purchased  in  addition 
to  his  farm  lying  adjacent  to  it 
This  purchase  was  made  from 
Ihins  George  Bouchard,  April 
1,  1741. 

I never  could  understand 
rightly  how  this  man’s  land  was 
located.  He  is  rated  on  100 
acres  in  Salford  in  1734,  but 
where  all  that  land  was  I can 
not  say.  We  find  his  name  va- 
riously written,  thus  : Bouch- 
ard, as  in  the  tax  list  and  in 
the  first  deed.  On  the  draft  his 
name  is  as  above.  Then  we 
find  it  Booclier,  Bogard,  Bogar- 
diis  and  Boger.  If  my  notes 
are  correct  a warrant  was  grant- 
ed to  Geitrge  Bogard,  of  Pliila- 
delphia,  ola^.Th  8,  1732,  and 
there  was  surveyed  to  him  on 
the  IGth  ol’  the  same  month  of 
that  yeai*  a small  tract  contain- 
ifig  sixtemi  acres  and  ninety- 
three  [jcrcdies  ot‘  land.  It  was 
b(3unded  by  lands  of  Jacob  Fn- 
ger,  George  Clouser,  Jacob 
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Eckinan  nnd  Jnmes  Steel.  A 
patent  wa.'^  granted  under  the 
lesser  seal  to  George  Bogard, 
August  2,  173d,  in  the  ninth 
year  ot  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Second.  On  the  great  wax 
seal  covered  witii  thin  paper  is 
stamped  in  a circle  the  .follow- 
ing motto  : "‘Truth.  Peace,  Love 
and  Plenty.  1732.”  This  is 
on  one  side,  and  on  the  other 
side  in  a circle  are  stamped 
“John,  Thomas  and  llicharvl 
Penn,  Governors  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.” Inside  of  the  cii’cle  is  the 
King’s  seal  with  ‘Alercv  and 
Justice.”  It  is  possible  that 
Hans  George  Booehard  had  an- 
(»ther  tract  of  100  acres  in  Up- 
per SalfoiMl  for  whi(‘h  he  was 
rated  in  1731.  Oi*  perhaps  it 
extended  along  the  hills  partly 
in  both  Upper  and  Lower  Sal- 
ford. It  appears  very  pi'ohahlo 
that  this  T Fans  George  Booehard, 
B(\gard  or  BogiT,  was  tho  an- 
<av<tor  of  Martin  BogiU*  \\  hos(.‘ 
residence  was  where  Ahrham  L. 
Ziegler  now  lives,  and  whox* 
descendants  n‘side  in  tho  vicin- 


ity, even  on  the  Iloldeinan 
farm. 

Christian  Iloldeinan  remained 
on  this  farm  and  was  the  owner 
of  it  nearly  fifty-five  years, 
lie  and  iiis  wde,  Catharine, 
who  was  still  living,  sold  their 
farm  to  Jacob  . AVagoner.  of 
Upper  Salford,  and  gave  a very 
lengthy  and  descriptive  convey- 
ance, dated  December  5,  1700. 
Mr.  AVagner  owned  100  jicres  in 
Up|)er  Salford  in  1770. 

In  1770  Christian  Holdeman 
was  rated  on  130  acres  of  l.-ind, 
and  that  was  the  niimhcr  of 
aci'es  he’ had  purchased  in  his 
four  tracts  or  parcels  of  land 
added  together.  He  and  his 
wife  lived  to  he  viwy  old  people. 
1 cannot  say  mudi  about  his 
family  and  will  leav(‘  that  f(U' 
some  OIK'  els(‘  to  investigate. 
He  had  a son,  Christian,  who 
was  a rc^sidcnt  of  Uppm*  Salford 
when*  he  owikhI  10(1  acres  of 
land.  He  was  a minister  in  tli“ 
AFemionite  church,  and  this  lat- 
ter (liri>tian  had  among  his 
sons  t»ne  wlaoe  name  was  Ahra- 
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ham,  who  removed  to  A incent 
township,  Chester  county ; he 
also  was  a Mennonite  minister. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  quite  a 
fluent  speaker  ; much  more  so 
tlmn  his  father. 

About  the  middle  of  the  last 
century  there  was  a Christian 
Ifoideman  in  Franconia  town- 
ship, about  half  a mile  southfrom 
the  Fi’anconia  Mennonite  meet- 
ing* house,  on  the  farm  now  be- 
longing to  Jonas  Mo\’er.  AA^ho 
he  was  I cannot  sa\',  but  pre- 
sume be  belonged  To  the  same 
Iloldeman  family. 

Concerning  the  farm  pur- 
chased bj*  Jacob  AAMgner  we 
will  have  little  more  to  say.  At 
some  time  after  belonging  to 
the  Wagner  fanuly  they  had  it 
I'esurveyed  all  in  one  tract  and 
found  it  to  contain  140  odd 
acres.  After  Jacob  Mhigner 
ceased  to  own  the  })roperty  it 
belonged  to  his  son,  Michael, 
many  years. 

Aijuut  the  year  18-M  the  lat- 
ter built  that  house  for  his  son, 
Jacob,  where  Jacob  Fergey  now 


lives,  and  separated  about  sixty 
acres  of  land  from  his  farm  to 
the  new  premises.  Other  small 
tracts  were  added  thereto  since, 
insomuch  that  Jacob  Ber gey  has 
quite  a large  farm.-  The  AVag- 
ner  farm  has  been  considerably 
reduced  in  size  from  time  to 
time  by  selling  off  small  tracts, 
and  other  buildings  have  been 
erected  in  recent  years  on  those 
lots.  Michael  MMgner  lived  to 
be  quite  an  old  man,  he  died 
June  1,  1880,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  three  months  and  tventy- 
two  days.  His  son,  Frank, 
owned  the  farm  since  his 
father’s  demise,  and  he  is  al- 
ready well  advanced  in  years. 

There  were  several  early 
graves  on  this  flirm,  apparently 
of  children,  but  it  was  not  known 
who  they  were,  and  in  recent 
years  they  have  been  obliterated 
and  the  plow  now  goes  over 
them.  Frank  lV;igner  spaired 
them  as  long  as  he  did  the  farm- 
ing, but  siiu‘e  lie  has  retired 
others  have  turned  the  glebe 
over  them.  This  farm  has  now 
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belonged  to  the  Wagner  family 
eighty-six  years. 

HANS  ULRICH  BERGEY. 

There  seems  to  be  an  opinion 
among  some  of  the  descendants 
of  Hans  Ulrich  Bergey  that  the 
narhe  at  first  had  not  been  Ber- 
gey,,  but  Van  Burg.  This  cer- 
tainly is  an  error.  In  looking 
for  the  name  Bergey  in  Prof.  I. 
D.  Bupp’s  “Thirty  Thousand 
Names/’  it  is  very  probable  that 
the  name  Van  Burg  may  be 
found,  but  that  is  no  evidence  in 
this  matter.  The  descendants 
of  Hans  Ulrich  Bergey  are  un- 
doubtedly not  aware  that  their 
ancestor  was  in  Penn.sylvania 
at  such  an  early  day  as  he  really 
was.  The  absence  of  the  mi mn 
Bergey  on  the  first  deed  or 
conveyance  in  the  family,  only 
shows  the  ignorance  of  the  con- 
veyancer and  nothing  more. 
The  first  that  we  find  of  his 
name  on  record  is  on  a })etit!ori 
to  Governor  Gordon  dated.  May 
10,  17/S,  and  undoubtedly  he 
put  his  name  <ni  that  document 
himself,  written  in  German 


Hans  Ulrich  Borge,  having  two 
dots  over  the  o,  which,  in  the 
German  language,  softens  that 
vowel  to  the  diphthong  oe,  thus 
Boerge.  On  the  same  petition 
we  find  the  names  of  John  and 
Paul  Freed,  written  thus,  Frot, 
the  o having  two  dots  over  it 
the  same  as  in  Bergey.  Not 
alone  this,  but  we  find  his  name 
as  we  go  along  in  various  rec- 
ords of  the  p:ist,  as  witness  to 
deeds  and  wills,  written  Hans 
Ulrich  Berge.  Though  his  chil- 
dren fell  into  the  error,  and  he 
himself  at  last  yet,  of  writing 
their  names  Bai’key,  liut  after 
all  the  changes  they  came  back 
again  to  Bergey.  Apparently 
he  was  married  already  before 
1728,  and  lived  perhaps  in 
Upper  Salford  or  on  the  farm 
which  he  alterward  purchased. 
He  was  one  of  the  chai’ter  mem- 
bers, if  they  may  be  so  called,  of 
the  Mennonite  church  in  Salford 
in  1768,  and  is  there  represented 
as  a resident  of  Sallonl  ; tiie 
township  not  beiTig divided  tlien 
yet.  When  he  purchased  hi> 
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farm  on  the  Emnch  creek  in 
1740,  he  is  represen t.-d  cs  a 
resident  “of  near  Parkvomy 
creek d'  Prooabiy  he  lived  on 
that  farm  fifteen  or  tvrentv  years 
before  he  bought  it.  That  may 
be  the  more  reasonr-ble  conclu- 
sion. It  is  not  known  w*ho  his 
wife,  Mary,  was,  bat  there  is 
some  rearm  to  be'ieve  she  was 
[I  daugiuer  of  Cei  l: art  Clemens. 

Haa^i'i  Ulrich  Be’/gey  parclias- 
ed  the  larm  on  which  he  lived, 
now  belonging  to  William 
Wt-ndler,  IViEiam  Beigey  and 
others,  from  Idugh  Poberts  and 
wife,  March  IG,  174(5.  In  this 
conveyrjice  the  name  Bergey 
dims  not  ct  ail  anne  ir,  it  ison'y 
Hans  Ulrich,  but  as  this  was 
written  by  the  convey.-mcer  it 
[)roves  notning  more  than  his 
ignorance  of  the  purcha"'erhs 
name. 

It  appears  that  ilnme  difierent 
warrants  under  the  lesser  seed, 
dated  August  17.  1700.  lia-I 
been  granted  liy  Udw.rr  1 Ship- 
]ieii,  Gifiiirh  Owen  and  dames 
Logan,  connii is.- loners  ui  prop- 
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ei  ty,  to  John  Roberts  of  Merion 
township,  for  250  acres  of  land 
in  light  of  several  persons  and 
the  seme  John  Roberts,  a 
IVehshman,  still  continued  to  ac- 
cumu'ate  warrants  for  land, inso- 
much that  in  his  hletime  he  be- 
came duly  entit'e-d  to  750  acres, 
and  behig  so  entit’ecl  he  made 
his  last  will  and  testament  in 
vrriting  herring  da'e  September 
C-,  1722,  and  did  therein  devise 
and  b^qu^rth  to  'his  only  son 
and  heir,  Robert  Roberts,  all 
the  lands  rnd  lots  belonging  to 
him  in  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, wkh  all  the  'e^tator’s 
j i»Futs  and  rarivileges.  He  also 
nominated  his  said  son,  Robert, 
and  d'ln.ghter,  Elizabeth,  to  be 
joint  executors  of  his  Vvdll. 
Some  tune  after  making  his  will 
the  said  John  Roberts  died  still 
entitled  to  all  his  lands.  It  then 
(aline  to  pass  that  Robert  Rob- 
erts. and  Sidney,  his  wife,  l;.y  a 
coi'toin  conveyance  bearing  date 
F’ebmary  tb  172o.  transferred 
all  his  warrants  or  claims  for 
750  acres  of  land  >till  unsur- 
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vej’ed  in  the  province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  Flugh  Hoberts.  In 
pursuance  of  said  warrants,  or 
some  of  them,  there  then  was 
surveyed  on  March  14,  1726,  as 
part  of  750  acres,  “a  certain 
tract  of  land  on  Parkyomv 
creek,”  beginning  at  a black  oak 
at  a cojner  of  Garret  Clemens’ 
land  ; thence  by  Pees  Williams’ 
land  southwest  104  perches  to  a 
post  in  a line  in  the  said  Pees 
Williams  land  ; thence  by  the 
■same  northwest  thirty-eight 
perches  to  a corner  ; then  south- 
west by  the  same  land  forty 
perches  to  a post ; thence  north- 
west 262  perches  to  a post ; 
thence  northeast  144  perches  to 
a post ; thence  southeast  by 
Garret  Clemens’  land  300 
perches  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
containing  250  acres.  This 
same  described  tract  of  land  was 
purchased  by  llans  Ulrich  Ber- 
gey  from  ffugli  Roberts  and 
PaclioUiis  wife,  of  5Ierion  town- 
ship, March  16,  1746.  The  most 
reasonable  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  is  that  he  lived  on  tliis 


farm  where  William  Wendler 
now  lives  some  years  before  he 
received  his  conveyance.  Jifnn 
Roberts  and  Hugh  Roberts  ^vere 
both  Welshmen,  wdio  came  from 
Wales  and  settled  in  Lower 
Merion.  The  former  over  200 
years  ago,  the  latter  came  later. 
After  being  the  owner  of  this 
farm  Hans  Ulrich  Bergey  lived 
here  yet  nearly  seventeen 
years. 

Since  writing  the  above  we 
have  examined  an  old  convey- 
ance of  an  adjacent  tract  dated 
1735,  which  confirms  our  for- 
mer opinion,  proving  that  5Ir. 
Bergey  then  already  lived  on 
that  farm  and  is  therein  repre- 
sented as  the  owner  of  the  soil. 

He  probably  took  sick  sudden- 
ly and  then  made  his  la>t  will 
an  1 testament  in  wrtiing  beaning 
date  November  0,  1762,- which 
was  proven  Decend)er  11th,  en- 
suing, and  therein  a})[,iointed 
his  iwo  oldest  sons,  obdiri  ;md 
Michael,  to  be  executors.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  some  of 
the  children  were  still  under 
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ao-e.  Eleven  children  and  a 
disconsolate  widow  were  left  to 
mourn  their  loss.  Marv,  the 
widow  was  provided  tor  in  the 
will  with  1110116}%  furniture  and 
other  thiufrs  as  the  custom  then 
was  to  provide.  ’ The  names  of 
the  clhldren  were  John,  Michael, 
Jsa.MC,  Samuel,  Mar\%  Elizabeth, 
Christian,  Abraham,  Anna, 
Fronica  and  Salome.  John  was 
to  have  ten  pounds  more  than 
inv  of  the  others,  because  he 
was  the  oldest  son.  IMichael 
was  to  have  the  plantation,  then 
(‘ontaining  yet  100  acres,  for 
£0()0  in  money.  Samuel  was 
yet  single  and  had  remained  at 
home  working  for  hi.--  lather, 
and  at  that  time  was  in  his 
twenty-seventh  year.  He  was 
to  recieve  XS  of  money  tor  his 
salary  for  each  year  since  he^ 
was  past  his  lawful  age.  IMary 
was  to  have  ,£l()  in  advance  in 
consideration  for  tier  v/ork  for 
ia*r  kitlier  aibu*  her  i;iwrid  aae. 
Otherwise,  or  with  these  exce[>- 
tions  the  children  were  all  to 
r('celve  ispial  shares. 
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It  is  claimed  by  the  descend- 
ants of  Hans  Ulrich  Bergey  that 
he  was  the  ancestor  of  all  the 
Bergey  s in  F]asternPennsylvania, 
and  of  some  who  have  emigrated 
to  other  parts  of  the  wmrld. 

John  Bergey,  the  oldest  Suh, 
lived  in  Upper  Salford  where  he 
apparently  wais  cpiite  successful, 
for  we  tind  in  the  assessment  of 
that  township  in  1776,  that  he 
owned  ISO  acres  of  land  and  a 
grist  and  saw  mill.  He  was  the 
grandfather  of  Rev.  David  Ber- 
gey,  of  Eower  Salford,  wdio 
is  now’  in  his  eighty-third 
year.  His  father’s  name  wais 
Jacob.  Michael  Bergev,  the 
second 'son  of  Hans  Ulrich,  re- 
ceived the  old  homestead,  l)ut 
did  not  owm  it  long,  for  in  1776 
, w'e  find  the  farm  belonging  to 
his  brother,  Christian,  who  wais 
tw’cnty-onc  years  of  age  when 
Ins  father  died.  We  are  in- 
formed that  wdien  i\ri<‘hael  re- 
('eive'l  the  firm  la^  w;!.^  ^rlll  inn 
married  and  reinadned  so.  Imr 
some  time  rdterhistatlier's  death 
he  became  deranged  and  fined iy 
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died.  After  lie  was  insane  and 


could  not  attend  to  his  affairs  it 
was  found  necessarv  to  sell  the 
tann  by  the  Sheriff,  which  also 
was  done,  and  his  brother, 
Christian  was  the  purchaser. 
Isaac  Berj^ey,  the  third  son, 
lived  in  Franconia  and  his  nimi- 
erous  \lescendants  at  this  day, 
in  the  German  districts,  are 
tjenerallv  members  of  the  Men- 
nonite  church  xCbraham  Ber- 
gey,  the  youngest  son  lived  in 
Limerick  township,  but  in  later 
years  removed  to  Shamokin. 
Samuel  Bergey,  one  of  the  sons, 
it  is  said,  also  lived  in  Franconia. 
One  of  the  daughters  was  mar- 
ried to  a Landis,  they  lived  in 
Franconia;  one  to  a Lapp,  of 
Bucks  county,  and  tme  was  mar- 
ried to  Henry  Ga rges,  and  they, 
afterward  removed  to  Doyles- 
town.  Elizabeth  married  a man 
by  name  of  Walter,  they  lived 
in  Germantown  and  had  no  is- 
sue. It  i-  said  one  of  tlie 
daughters  died  single. 

Christian  Bergey  then  owned 
the  farm  until  the  time  of  his 


death  in  1819;  he  was  born 
there  and  died  there.  When 
his  father  die^d  the  plantation 
was  represen 'ed  as  containing 
100  acres,  hut  there  must  have 
been  a good  many  more,  in  all 
205.  Christian  Bergey  made 
his  last  will  and  testament  in 
writing  dated  April  3,  1813, 
and  therein  devised  one  [iimdred 
acres  of  land  to  his  son,  Chris- 
tian, with  all  the  buil  lings  and 
improvements  on  the  old  noiiie- 
stead.  He  had  previously  put 
buildings  and  improvements 
where  William  Bergey  now 
lives  and  cut  olf  105  acres  there- 
to for  his  son,  Jacob.  Clu  i>ti:in 
Bergey,  son  of  Hans  Ulricii,  was 
horn  June  13,  1741,  and  died 
Mcirch  24,  1819.  aged  seventy- 
seven  years,  nine  months  anrl 
eleven  days.  He  always  lived 
on  the  same  soil.  His  wif^, 
Mary,  horn  November  25,  1742, 
died  October  28,  18(’8,  aged 
sixty-hve  uoiis.  ^dev'■n  mon:hs 
and  three  days.  TInpv  1»  cl 
eleven  children,  namely  ; Al)i-a- 
ham.  M:iry,  Jacol),  Margaret, 
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Barb.’ira,  Catharine,  John,  Anna, 
Sarah,  Christian  and  Elizabeth. 
Abraham  lived  in  Limerick 
township,  xMarv  married  Philip 
Stearly,  they  also  lived  in  Lim- 
erick ; Jacob  Bergey  received 
lOo  acres  of  land  with  buildings 
and  improvements  from  his 
father  where  his  grandson, 
William  Bero-ev,  now  lives.  He 
had  only  one  child  whose  name 
wa,s  Christian,  the  faiher  of 
Jacob,  William  and  David. 
Jacob  Bergey, Christian’s  father, 
died  before  his  son  was  uf  age, 
])ut  the  son  heired  the  lather. 
JiiC(J)’s  ^wo  sisters,  Margaret 
and  Barbara,  remaiued  single 
and  lived  to  be  old  maids. 
Catharine  married  JJhristian 
Holdeman,  of  Bucks  county. 
John  Bergey  was  a resident  of 
Lower  Salford  an  1 a minister  of 
the  Menn^mite  church  : in-*  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Overholt- 
zer  and  had  six  children ; he 
died  Der*mml;er  L ISs/o,  U'_ed 
eighty-two  \ears,  three  u.ontbs 
ami  thirteen  days,  Ills  wile, 
Ehizibeth,  survived  aim  yet 


nearly^  live  years  ; she  died 
August  30,  1870,  aged  eighty- 
two  years,  two  months  and  five 
days.  Amni  Bergey  married 
Abraham  Eloldeman  ; he  was  a 
minister  in  the  Mennonite  church 
and  lived  in  Chester  county,  as 
already  related  in  the  sketch 
of  Christian  Holdeman.  Sarah 
Bergey’  married  Joseph  Butter- 
wick,  fatherof  Moses  Butterwick, 
of  Lower  Salford,  from  whom 
we  received  much  interesting 
infonnatioii. 

Elizabeth  Bergey',  the  young-, 
est  of  the  familyg  married  Jacob 
Tyson  ; they^  lived  in  Copper 
Providence.  Christian  Bergey, 
the  youngest  son,  received  his 
father’s  plantation,  which  is  now 
owned  by  M illiarn  Wendler. 
Tie  lived  there  and  died  there  in 
1 852.  T hey  lua  1 e igh t ch i Id ren 
After  the  death  of  Christian 
Bergey  his  wife,  IMaryg  and  his 
son,  x\aron,  took  out  letters  of 
adnii.ui'tn'ttion  and  sold  the  farm 
C( ) n 1 a m ! n g ye  tun  le  t v -e  i c.  i 1 1 a c re  s 
and  eiglity-nine  perches  of  laud 
with  buildings  and  im[)rove- 
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ments  at  public  sale  to  Michael 
Alderfer,  for  STb  per  acre  On 
April  1st,  ISoo,  the  latter  and 
his  wife,  Catharine,  conveyed 
the  same  property  to  Aaron 
Bergey,  one  of  the  administra- 
tors. He  owned  tliis  property 
nineten  years,  but  in  the  mean- 
time sold  off  small  tracts,  re- 
ducing the  farm  U>  fifty- two 
acres  and  then  sold  the  same  to 
William  Wendler,  vSr.,  April  1, 
1871.  After  the  death  of  old 
William  Wendler,  in  1882,  the 
heirs  conveyed  the  farm  to 
William  Wendler,  Jr.,  the  pres- 
ent owner. 

This  used  to  be  a gre;it  place 
for  game  and  gunners  here  along 
the  Branch  ci’eek  before  the 
timber  was  cut  away.  Aaron 
Bergey  spent  many  a day  roam- 
ing over  these  hills  with  his  eun 
searching  for  game.  If  there 
was  any  game  to  be  found  it 
was  here.  But  we  will  leave 
those  hills  h>r  a while  and  go 
down  to  the  Little  Branch. 

HANS  REIFF. 

One  of  the  early  stdtlers  in 


Lower  Salford  was  llans  BeitT, 
who  appears  to  have  been  a man 
of  some  means,  but  like  man  v 
others  of  his  day  and  of  the 
present,  he  appears  not  to  have 
left  many  -Toot  prints  on  the 
sands  of  time.”  So  much  we 
can  say  of  him  that  he  was  a 
prosperous  man  and  belonged  to 
the  Mennonite  chui’ch.  He 
came  here  into  the  forest  and 
built  his  log  cabin  in  1718. 

It  lias  already  been  mention- 
ed in  these  sketches  that  on  the 
tenth  day  of  September,  1717,  a 
warrant  was  gi’anted  to  David 
Bowel  for  3000  acres  of  land 
‘‘situated  on  or  near  the  branches 
of  the  Parkeawming  creek  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia.”  On 
February  14,  1718,  Han-  Reiff 
purchased  270  aci’es  with  allow- 
ance of  six  per  cent,  for  roads 
and  highways  from  David  Bow- 
el. The  conveyance  \vas  made 
befort'  Francis  Daniel  Pa.Rorius, 
ot’  ( rermantown. 

For  soni(‘  cause  or  other,  it 
appeal’s,  David  Bowel  drew  a 
right  line  running  nearly  th.rough 
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Lower  Salford,  froiiitlie  southern 
comer  of  Gabriel  Shuler’s  land, 
beginning  at  a stone  corner  of 
Jlarinan  Vogel’s  land,  forty-two 
perches  southeast  from  the  road 
passing  by  his  house,  which  was 
tlie  corner  of  Mr.  Shuler’s  land. 
From  that  corner  the  line  was 
drawn  due  northwest  extending 
up  the  present  “Meeting  House 
lane”  beyond  the  Branch  creek, 
to  the  line  of  Lpper  Salford. 
This  line,  though  obliterated  at 
several  places  in  recent  years, 
can  be  easily  recognized  at  this 
day  yet  As  Dci\'id  Powel  was 
a surveyor  he  undoubtedly  had 
an  object  in  view  in  drawing 
that  line,  whatever  his  ol)ject 
was  1 cannot  say,  but  I ciin  say 
that  against  this  line  he  backed 
a number  of  his  sales,  on  either 
side  thei’eof.  ^\  e will  now 
commem'e  at  a corner  in  the 
public  road  near  Harman  \'ngel’s 
house  as  a corner  ot  Hans  Beiff's 
laud  ; then  goinu'  north we>t 
along  the  atoresaid  rieht  line  up 
to  the  northern  corner  oi‘ a farm 
at  presmit  lH*h»nging  to  Bev. 


Jacob  G.  Moyer,  and  occupied 
l)v  John  0.  Clemens.  From 
this  corner  we  will  go  southwest 
along  a line  of  Samuel  B . Landis’ 
land  forty  or  fifty  perches  be- 
yond Morris’  road  to  a corner 
now  unknown  ; from  that  place 
we  will  go  southeast  down  over 
the  fields  to  a corner  of  Morris’ 
road  near  the  residtmce  of  Joseph 
Heckler,  then  down  the  same 
passing  by  Vlartln  Heckler’s 
house  to  a corner  in  Peter  Gar- 
ges’  fPld  ; then  continuimr  on 
down  across  the  Little  Branch 
creek  at  the  closed  creame^’y  and 
up  the  hill  to  a corner  near  tlie 
road  in  Henry  Becker’s  field  ; 
then  northeast  along  the  public 
road  to  the  })lace  of  beginning 
near  Harman  ^Mgel’s  house. 
This  was  the  tract  of  land  con- 
taining 270  acres  purchased  by 
Hans  Beiff,  February  14,  ITIS. 
IFis  first  residence  was  built 
near  the  p]*esent  I’esidtmce  of 
John  O.  ( 'iemens.  There  was 
a spring  of  la>ting  water  there 
at  tliat  time  which  induced 
Han<  Beiif  to  build  there. 
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and  there  he  lived  ten,  twelve 
or  more  years,  when  he  built 
himselfanother  log  house  farther 
down  on  his  land  where  George 
P.  Heckler  now  lives.  There 
he  also  found  a never  failing 
spring.  Soon  after  making  his 
first  purchase  he  bought  yet 
forty-nine  acre*s  of  land  lying 
along  the  northwest  side  of  his 
tract,  which  is  now  contained  in 
the  farm  belonging  to  Samuel 
II.  Landis.  This  tract  he  and 
his  wife,  Ann,  sold  to  Christian 
Allebach,  September  14,  1737. 
He  also  purchased  fifty-six  acres 
lying  between  Morris’  road  and 
the  other  road,  coming  down 
from  Lederachville,  formeily 
known  as  the  “Brandy  road,” 
which  is  crm firmed  by  a patent 
dated  August  G,  1734.  From 
the  deed  which  Hans  Reiff  an  1 
his  wife  gave  to  Christian  Alle- 
bach it  appears  that  his  whole 
tract  contained  300  acres,  and 
that  the  tract  whicii  he  had  ])ur- 
chased  for  forty  nine  acres,  by 
the  time  he  soM  it,  had  increased 
to  fifty.  Some  time  about  the 
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year  1730,  or  possibly  later, 
Mr.  Reiff  had  100  acres  sur- 
veyed and  cut  off  for  a v^eparate 
plantation,  which  he  sold  to 
H ans  Klemmer  at  some  time  be- 
fore the  year  1734,  for  his 
name  appears  on  the  listof  ta.x- 
ables  of  Lower  Salford  of  that 
year,  rated  for  100  acres  of 
land.  Hans  Klemnier  was  a 
young  beginner  at  that  time 
while  Ha  ns  Reiff  was  an  elderly 
man  in  good  cii  cnmstances  who 
was  willing  to  help  a poor  man. 

People  then  had  a way  of 
purchasing  land  a?ui  paying  for 
it  by  annual  iustaUrneuts.  Just 
how  it  was  managed  1 can  not 
say.  Rut  this  appear'^  to  tune 
been  the  agreement  between 
Hans  Reiff  and  Hans  Klemmer. 
It  was  helping  a poor  e an  along 
whootherwise  could  not  have  ob- 
tained a beginning  because  he 
did  not  have  the  cash. 

In  1741  Hans  Reiff ’s  wife 
died.  At  that  tinu}  they  were 
living  where  (feorge  P.  Heckler 
lives.  She  is  b'uried  in  the 
graveyard  at  tlie  Meimonite 
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meeting  hoiLse  in  Lower  Salford. 
A small,  fine,  ]ed  sandstone 
with  the  initials  A.  R.  F.  and 
the  date  1741  neatly  cat  into  it, 
marked  her  grave  until  a few' 
years  ago,  when,  by  some  mis- 
hap, the  stone  W'as  broken  off  in 
several  pieces.  A few^  years 
later,  in  1746,  he  sold  his  farm 
then  supposed  to  contain  243 
acres  to  Peter  Freed,  for  jG240. 
W'hat  then  became  of  Hans 
Reiff  I can  not  say,  but  suppose 
he  died  soon  afterward  and  is 
buried  by  the  side  of  his  wdfe, 
tor  there  are  seven  or  eight 
graves  there  in  the  same  row 
w'ith  his  wife,  which  1 sup|)Ose 
belong  to  his  fauul  v — all  having 
rougli  stones  wdthout  any  names 
or  (lathes  on  them  excepting 
Barbara  Reiff,  wdto  died  in 
1773. 

Hans  Reiff  either  died  before 
1760  or  emigrated  westward, 
because  on  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, 17o0,  Fredeidjux  AMerfc’, 
w'lio  W'as  a witness  to  the  con- 
veyance which  pLeilf  and  his 
wife  gave  to  Cliristian  Allel>ach, 


September  14,  1737,  acknowl- 
edged the  deed  by  affirmation 
for  Hans  Reiff  before  Rowland 
Evans,  which  show^s  that  Reiff 
was  either  absent  or  dead. 

The  name  of  Hans  Reifi  ap- 
pears on  the  tax  list  of  1734 
and  at  that  he  time  lived  where 
George  P.  Heckler  lives.  His 
name  also  appears  on  a petition 
sent  to  Governor  Gordon,  May 
10,  1728,  praydng  for  relief 
against  wdiat  they  suffered  from 
the  Indians,  wffio  had  fallen  on 
the  back  inhabitants  about  Falk- 
ner  Swuiinp  and  Goschenhop- 
pen. 

The  name  Reiff  means  matu- 
rity, as  in  speaking  of  fruit  or 
grain  ^ve  say  it  is  ripe  for  har- 
vest— rpif  z^ir  ern  Jp. 

FRIU)ER[(Uv  ALDERFER. 

It  has  been  stated  that  Hans 
Klemmer  made  a contract  with 
Hans  Reiff  at  some  time  before 
1734  for  100  acres  of  land  and 
that  he  was  rated  for  so  many 
acr<‘s  that  same  year.  . Chat 
same  year  a warrant  w'asgr.‘int- 
ed  to  Mr.  (demmer  for  the  sur- 
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vey  of  a tract  of  fift  v-six  acres 
adjacent:  to  his  la  ad.  This  tract 
bounded  his  other  tract  on  the 
southwest  side,  extending  over 
to  the  other  road,  from  Andrew 
Ledrach’s  land,  at  present  John 
LedraclTs.down  tothe  road  below, 
leading  across  Irom  Delp’s  old 
shop  to  Morris  road.  But  much 
land  required  much  labor  and 
the  laborers  were  not  very 
plenty.  As  the  custom  then 
was  to  get  their  work  done  as 
cheap  as  they  could  Hans  Cleni- 
mer  did  as  others  did  at  that 
time.  He  went  down  to 
the  wharf  in  Philadelphia  and 
purcliased  a man  to  work  for 
him,  or  in  other  words,  he  paid 
the  passage  to  the  captain  of  the 
ship  for  a passenger  who  had  no 
money.  That  man's  name  was 
Frederick  Alderfer.  People 
purchased  in  that  way  were 
called  redeniptioners,  because 
wlien  they  iiad  served  their  time 
lau gained  ior  they  weie  hee. 

The  name  Aiderler  was  of 
Gernam  origin,  and  is  derived 
liMin  AH  — 01<]  t(nvn  ; and 


hence  Alt-dcrrfer,  as  the  name 
originated,  undoubtedly  signified 
a resident  of  Alt  DorJ]  or  the 
Old  town,  the  same  as  ^teder 
signifies  villager..  There  were 
several  Alt  Dorfs  in  the  old 
countries  ; one  ot  them  was  in 
Switzerland.  The  ancestor  of 
all  the  Alderfers  in  America,  so 
far  as  is  known,  was  hern  in  tlie 
Palatinate  in  Germany  on  the 
ISth  day  of  May,  1715,  and 
was  christene;]  to  the  Lutlieran 
faith.  Prof  I.  D.  Hupp  in  his 
•'Thirty  Thousand  Names” 
gives  the  time  of  his  arrival  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  shipSamufl 
as  August  11,  1752.  He 

tied  to  America  to  avoid  the 
military  service  in  his  native 
land,  and  on  his  arriv.il  here 
had  no  numey  to  jiay  his  pas- 
sage. He  then  became  a re- 
deni})tioner  to  Hans  Kleininer, 
of  Saltord,  who  pai<]  it  for  him. 
But  l»etort‘  he  liatl  seia'Cil  his 
tina,‘  out  llaiH  klemmer  dued. 
lea  vine’ a hcu  ea  vetl  young  u idt.w 
and  two  dauehters  iiamedi  Su- 
sanna and  (’atharine.  d'lie 
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infiideii  name  of  the  widow 
Klernmer  was  Anna  Detweiler. 
So  tlien  it  came  to  pass  in  173S 
that  F'l'ederick  Alderfer  married 
the  widow  Klernmer,  and  l)e- 
friended  her  children.  Susanna 
Klernmer  l)orn  December  Id, 
1732,  died  Mar»di  28,  1730, 
aged  seventeen  years,  three 
months  and  fourteen  days.  To 
Frederick  Alderfer  and  his  wife 
were  born  six  children,  tour 
sons  and  two  daughters.  So 
wxdl  did  they  succeed  in  tempo- 
ral affaii's  that  in  177b  we  hud 
him  taxed  for  400  acres  and  a 
grist  mill.  This  mill  has  been 
known  as  Alderfer’s  mill  ever 
since  until  recently  it  was 
bought  by  Jacob  S.  Groff,  the 
present  owner,  who  is  married 
to  Alderierfs  daughter. 

.A  warrant  was  gratite.d  to 
Hans  Klernmer  in  1*734  tor 
lifty-si.x  acres  of  land,  Init  as  he 
died  soon  afterwartl  and  no  fur- 
tlier  satisfartion  was  imule  by 
liim  tlie  contract  wa.^  not  (‘onsu- 
mated  until  Frederii*k  Alderfer 
made  satislaction  and  ('bt. dned 


a patent  for  it  in  1730.  He 
sold  ten  acres  of  this  woodland 
sometime  afterward.  It  is  now 
owned  bv  Jacob  and  John  Kin- 
sey  and  is  occupied  by  a new 
premises.  Hans  Klernmer  had 
not  paid  offal  1 the  annual  install- 
ments on  his  land  to  Ilanslleiff 
and  had  no  deed  for  it  when  he 
died.  But  it  appears  that  after 
his  death  his  widow  and  Freder- 
ick Alderfer  still  continued  to 
pay  off  their  annual  installments 
and  had  no  deed  yet  on  January 
1,  1740,  for  on  that  day  Hans 
Beifi  leased  those  100  acres  to 
Frederick  Alderfer  for  one  year. 
In  what  year  Frederick  Alder- 
fer received  his  deed  from  Mr. 
Beiff’  I have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain,  but  it  must  have  beer, 
soon  afterward.  Fhxderick  Al- 
derfer must  have  lived  there  at 
least  sixty-eiglit  years.  He 
died  November  7,  1801,  aued 
eighty-six  years,  lire  montlis 
and  nineteen  days.  Atbu'  him 
the  farm  fjclonged  ro  his  so?i 
tloseiph.  In  1830  his  farm  .-till 
contained  130  acres.  Joseph 
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(lied  ember  14.  1S31,  need  m;irried  Ebiz-iheth  IH.senbero-er 
(dglity  years,  nine  inontbs  and  and  had  eieiit  children.  lie 
ten  da-vs.  died  I’eceinber  lb,  IS’iO,  need 

Joseph  Alderh'-r  [i.  d no  ehii-  sevent\'-iive  ye;ii's,  ten  months 
dren,  bar  they  adopted  a chiid  and  eleven  days.  ilis  wife, 
whose  name  was  Magdalene  Ldizaljeth,  died  Angir>t  7,  1823, 
Mo\  er.  Slie,  altera  wiiile,  mar-  a.ged  >0  venty-fire  years,  live 
ried  Benjamin  Detweber,  and  months  and  twentv-eight  davs. 
Joseph  Alderfer  in  his  will  de- 
vised the  fiirm  to  l\Ir.  Detweber. 

In  later  years  the  latter  built 
the  residence  now  belonging  to 
William  G()dshan,  an  l that  of 
Isaac  Frederick,  lormeidv  be- 


lonttiiic:  to  Samnel  Detweian- 


Abraham,  born  November  4, 
1747,  inarrievl  Cadniriiie  SondcT 
but  had  no  chi. dren.  lie  died 
April  17,  lS2b,  aged  seventy- 
seven  \a-ai‘s,  live  months  and 
fifteen  days,  che  was  a.  widow 
and  had  several  children  wiien 
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at  livt'  o'Ciuek  in  tlie  eveninij.. 

The  cliildren  of  Jacob  A’aier- 
ierAvere  : 

Fhvderick,  born  Se[itember 
Fli,  1771,  inarrieil  Eiizabetli 
Hailey  ; he  died  July  11.  16o2. 
uyed  eLlity  year<,  nine  months 
an  d t we  n iy  d ; t y s . II  i s tv  i fe , E dz  a - 
both,  (lied  Octol.er  1,  15-32, 


a^ed  se\enty-i3.ine  'years,  nine 
nu)]ilhs  and  twenty-six  days. 

Eaac,  born  Oet(yber  7,  1776, 
married  (hrst)  Hannah  Over- 


lioifz.u'  — (secoml)  Eiizaoetli 
Overhoitzet'  ; he  died  Xovom- 
b(^3'  5.  1812,  a^aed  sixty-nine 
years,  naaith  and  cme  day. 
r-  iirst  \vii*3  (.ii  -tiL  111  l501.  ills 


Ann,  boni  Mav  11.  1780, 
inanded  Jacob  Kinsey,  likewise 
ofllockhill.  She  died  Novem- 
ber 17,  1828,  aeed  lorty-three 
years,  six  montlis  and  (ive  days. 
Jacob  Kinsey  died  April  13, 
1843,  ayed  seventy-five  \ears 
and  one  day. 

Ja(,*o]),  born  Anyust  13.  1783, 
married  31ary:iret  Ihin  Fi)ssen  ; 
he  died  3hn-ch  2,  1843,  aged 
sixty'  years,  six  inontlis  and 
eighteen  days.  Ilis  wife,  Mai- 
gM ret,  died  Sep lember  0,  1818, 
aged  sixty-four  yeai's,  onefnonth 
and  six  days. 

The  chialren  of  John  Alder- 
ibr  Were  : 
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months  and  fifteen  days.  His 
wife,  fddzabetli,  died  Xovendier 
17, 1810,  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
one  month  and  sixteen  days, 

F rederick,  born  November  24, 
1773,  married  (first)  Susanna 
Showalter,  (second)  widow  Eliz- 
abeth Shott,  daughter  of  David 
and  Anna  Hosenberger,  (third) 
Anna  Frederick,  of  Ivockliill 
township,  Bucks  county  ; he 
died  December  9,  ISdl,  aged 
eight  v-one  vears  and  fifteen 
days. 

Mary,  born  February  lb, 
1777,  was  never  married.  She 
died  June  1,  1877,  aged  eightj' 
years,  four  inomiis  and  sixteen 
days. 

Joseph,  born  October  11, 
1779,  married  Hannah  Kinsey; 
he  died  March  G,  18G3,  aged 
eighty-three  j^ears,  four  nujuths 
ami  twentj'-six  d;iys.  His  wife, 
Hannah,  died  Se[)tember  12, 
1824,  aged  forty -eight  years  and 
seven  days. 

Ab ra h a m , 1 x ) rn  d uly  2 1,1782, 
married  (first)  Susanna  Slioe- 
n;ak  or,  ( ,^  econ  1 ) .V n n K ee ! ( ‘y  : 


he  died  May  27,  18Gb,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  ten  months 
and  six  days. 

Elizabeth,  born  August  12, 
178b,  was  never  inarried.  She 
died  June  2b,  18b7,  aged 

seventy-one  years,  ten  months 
and  thirteen  days. 

John,  born  July  27,  1789, 
was  never  married ; he  died 
JanuaiwlO,  18G4,  aged  seventy- 
four  years,  five  months  and 
fourteen  days. 

The  early  Alrlerfers  were 
pro  I inent  in  tlie  affairs  of  tlie 
township,  but  their  education 
was  limited  and  until  re(*ently 
in  the  German  language.  They 
were  geiuu'aliy  very  tenacious 
in  adhering  to  tlie  Memionite 
faith,  and  are  still  so  witli  a few 
exceptions.  In  politics  they 
have  been  invariably  Uepuljli- 
can.  As  a general  thing  thev 
are  well-to-do  farmers  and  some 
of  them  are  <[uite  wixilrhy. 
Thirty-tliree  xVlderfei’s  are  at 
present  assessed  as  tax-payers 
in  Lower  Salfa'd,  and  they  n*- 
present  capital  amounting  to 
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$1  74,232.  T wenty-.<ix  of  these 
n:mies  are  in  the  voter’s  list. 

PETER  FREED. 

Peter  Freed  was  a son  of  John 
Fi-eed,  of  Perkioinen,  whose 
name  appears  in  the  tax  list  of 
tijat  township  in  1734.  There 
was  also  one  Paul  Freed  whose 
name  appears  in  the  tax  list  in 
the  said  town-^hip  in  that  year. 
Both  these  names  appear  on  a 
petition  to  Governor  Gordon  in 
1728,  praying  for  relief  against 
what  they  had  suffered  from  the 
Indians,  wlio  had  fallen  on  the 
h.ick  inhabitants  ,d)out  Falkner 
Su'amp  and  Goschenhoppen. 
Paul  Freed  had  a plantation  of 
120  acres,  but  he  had  only  one 
‘diild.  a daughter,  Mary,  wife  of 
Jacob  Grater.  In  his  will  which 
was  dated  January  29.  1743, 
and  was  probated  3[av  1st  of 
that  year,  before  Jacol)  Heiff.  of 
Lower  Salford,  de[uity  Register, 
he  gives  and  becpiearfi-s  all  his 
jiroptuTy  t«)  Ids  wife  Fli/abeth. 
and  his  daughter,  Mary,an<]  her 
husband.  > His  will  was  wirnes>- 
ed  by  Michael  Zi(‘gler,  PiTer 


Kolb  and  Hobert  Jones. 

But  John  Freed,  of  the  same 
township,  owned  130  acres  of 
land.  His  will  was  dated  May 
7,  1744,  and  was  proven  Febru- 
ary 5,  1745,  before  Jacob  Ke iff, 
of  Lower  Salford,  deputy  Regis- 
ter. He  died  Decemlier  31, 
1744,  aged  sixty-two  years. 
His  wife’s  name  was  Christiana, 
and  they  had  five  children, 
namely,  Henry, Peter, Catharine, 
Maria  and  John.  The  last 
named  was  the  sole  executor. 
They  liad  a servant  maiden, 
probabl\’  a redemptioner,  whose 

name  was  Barbra  and 

whose  time  until  expiration  was 
to  be  given  to  the  widow  of  the 
testator.  In  his  will  appear  the 
following  crude  bequests : ‘T 

give  to  my  son,  John  Freed,  my 
prundewine  kettles,”  ‘T  give  a 
mare  to  my  son.  John  Freed  : 
but  if  he  like  it  rather  to  have 
the  sen’ant  hoy,  Alexander 
Stc'ckslager.  it  is  iii  his  frc^e  liL- 
erty,”  "I  give  twenty  shillings 
to  the  alms,”  --I  give  my  last 
will  and  oi'der  t(’)  you  togethei'. 
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depart  from  evil  and  do  good, 
seek  peace  and  pursue  it,  ami 
honor  your  mother, ”*nny  dearly 
beloved  friends,  Jacob  Creder 
and  Paul  Freed,  1 confirm  you 
to  be  adrninisti’utors  over  this 
my  hist  will  and  testament.” 
Signed:  John  Freed. 

The  witnesses  were  Cludstoph- 
er  Dock,  George  Smith  and  Mar- 
tin Ko’.b.  Undoubtedly  this  will 
was  written  by  Christopher 
Dock,  whose  education  was  in 
German,  and  who  did  not  know 
what  constituted  go  >d  Fnglish. 

A singular  appointment  is  made 
in  the  last  item  in  nominating 
or  p’acing  administrators  over 
the  executor.  It  show:«  that  the 
writer  was  not  acqmdnted  with 
the  names  and  functions  of  the 
appointees  who  settle  estates,  or 
he  would  have  called  the  admin- 
trators  trustees,  and  not  alone 
that,  but  sucli  a one  who  was 
dead  a whole  year  already, 
would  not  have  b<*en  aT>point('d. 

It  looks  as  if  the  testator  was 
not  in  his  right  mind,  or  else 
possibly  a nustake  in  dates  ma  \' 
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have  been  made  by  the  Register, 
and  the  date  of  Paul  Freed’s  will 
instead  of  being  174d  should  be 
1748. 

As  already  stated  Peter  Freed 
was  a son  of  John  Freed,  and 
his  brothers  were  Henry  and 
John.  Whether  they  were  born 
in  Pennsylvania  or  in  Holland 
is  not  positively  known,  but 
mostprobab’y  in  the  first  named 
place.  OfHenrv  Freed  I can 
not  say  anything,  but  of  John 
I can  say  that  he  was  a resident 
of  Perkiomen  township  ; he  was 
twice  rmirrierl.  His  tirst  wile, 
Mary,  die<l  January  o,  17SG, 
aged  sixty  vears  and  six  months. 
He  died  January  .10.  1819,  at 
the  advanced  aged  of  ninety- 
three  years,  two  months  and 
four  days.  His  second  wife, 
Mary,  ^<ui’vived  him  yet  five 
years ; she  died  June  20, 
1824,  aged  eighty-two  years, 
eleven  months  and  seventeen 
davs.  In  1 7-'‘t>  J(ilm  Freed  was 
rated  on  120  aci'es  ol‘  land,  bet 
in  1700  he  appears  to  ha  ve  been 
a resident  ol  Perkiomen,  and 
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muc^t  have  lived  in  a neighbor- 
ing township.  He  and  his 
wives  are  buried  in  Skip  pack  at 
the  Mennonite  meeting  house. 

There  was  also  a John  or 
Hans  Freed  in  Upper  Salford  as 
appe^irs  in  the  tax  list  of  17J4, 
he  lived  about  three-fourths  of 
mile  west  of  Salfordville,  but  I 
do  not  know  anything  of  him. 
Pt^ter  Freed  h;ul  a son,  John, 
and  a son,  Abraham,  but  the 
latter  died  leaving  two  children. 
Who  Peter  Freed’s  wife  was  is 
not  certainly  known,  but  it  is 
probable  that  she  was  a daughter 
of  Hans  Keiff.  Her  name  was 
Barbara,  and  she  died  in  ITTJ. 

On  March  26,  1746,  Hans 
Reiff  conveye  1 a messuage  and 
tract  of  land  yet  remaining  in 
his  possession,  su[*posed  to  con- 
tain 246  acres,  to  Peter  Freed, 
for  X‘2S0.  Tiie  log  house  built 
by  Hans  Reiff,  as  is  supposed, 
about  the  year  1760  was  torn 
down  by  (?{‘orge  0.  Heckler  in 
1876.  Peter  Fre<‘d  at  .-‘ome 
time  during  his  residence  there 
built  an  addition  to  it  contain- 
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ing  two  rooms  on  the  first  floor. 
This  a d d i t ion  was  built  of  stone . 
This  addition  made  the  house 
convenient  for  two  families. 
There  was  then  a large  kitchen 
in  between  the  two  ends ; each 
end  containing  two  rooms,  and 
a cellar  under  each  end,  but  not 
o.nder  the  kitchen.  That  old 
log  house  stood  there  about  145 
years.  Peter  Freed  also  built 
the  barn  which  is  still  standing 
with  the  date  1768  cut  into  the 
barn  door  lintel.  Besides  own- 
ing this  farm  he  purchased  of 
Jacob  Clemens  in  1756  a tract 
of  land  containing  ninety-eight 
acres  with  buildings  and  im- 
provements, for  ^ i08,  which 
he  owned  nineteen  years, 
and  sold  it  back  again  to 
Mr.  Clemens  in  1775,  for  j£470, 
thus  gaining  <£172  by  the  trans- 
action. This  tract  was  then 
bounded  by  lands  of  Andrew 
f^edrach.  Fred(u-i('k  Alderler  and 
Ja<‘(>b  (dermms’  otluu'  hind.  It 
was  located  about  lialf  a mile 
east  o(  Leilerachville,  and  is  now 
owned  by  Samuel  R.  Landis  and 
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partly  by  Ptev.  Jacob  C.  Moyer. 
It  was  orioinally  composed  of 
two  tracts  of  forty-nine  and 
forty-six  acres  each . The  forty- 
nine-acre  tract  originally  be- 
longed to  Hans  Reifl^  bat  when 
he  sold  it  to  Christian  Allebacii 
in  17o7  it  had  inci'eased  to  fifty, 
acres,  and  the  other  tract  con- 
taining fortv-six  acres  which  he 
purchased  from  Jacob  Heiff  in 
1730,  it  appears,  increased  to 
forty -eight  acres. 

No  sooner  had  Peter  Freed 
sold  the  aforesaid  larm  than  he 
immediately  purchased  anotlmr 
containing  *215  acres  from  John 
>Sliuler,  of  Upper  Hanover,  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth.  This  farm 
lay  adjacent  to  his  homestead  on 
the  nortlieast  and  was  originally 
part  of  the  Gabriel  Shuler  tract. 
The  outlines  in  some  pluces  are 
the  same  to-day  as  they  then 
were.  The  line  then  began 
in  tl'je  North  Wales  road 
and  is  now  tla^  line  l>etweefi 
Theodore  H.  Moyer  and  Georgi* 
I).  Alderfer,  Fs([.,  southwest 
till  d(Ovn  to  the  other  road  (»p- 


posite  Ml’.  Alderfer's  house  : 
then  northwest  across  the  stream; 
then  southwest  to  Peter  Freed’s 
other  land  ; then  southaest  iyv 
the  same  to  Philip  S.tong’s  land  ; 
thence  liy  the  same  northeast 
till  over  to  anotlier  (‘orner  of 
Philip  Stong,  now  Godshnlk 
Help’s  land  ; then  northwest  till 
up  to  the  other  I’oad ; then 
northeast  out  tliat  road  across 
the  North  Wales  road  a con- 
siderable distance ; then  north- 
west; then  southwest;  then 
again  northwest  along  the  great 
road  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
These  are  the  outlines  of  the 
tract  purchased  by  Peter  Freed 
containing  215  acres.  It  is  now 
owned  l>v  Jacob  F.  Alderter, 
John  F.  Alderfer.  Sylvanus  U. 
Koch,  Theodore  Moyer,  Mary 
Alderfer,Sanuiel  H a uck, William 
Kevser  and  othei's.  Immedi- 
ately after  ipurchasing  this  tract 
and  proi!ii<es  P(4t‘r  Freed  di\  i<l- 
ed  the  land  and  sold  llo  acres 
of  it  with  buildings  and  impi'ove- 
menLs  to  his  son,  John.  J’lie 
remaining  acr(‘s  he  kept  for 
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ills  own  use,  and  reserved  the 
to  lay  a dam  into  his  son, 
doiin’s,  meadow,  which  is  there 
to-<lay  yet  and  can  not  l)e  re- 
moved. 

John  Freed  resided  there 
;d)Oiit  eleven  years,  Imt  did  not 
succeefl  well,  for  he  run  into 
debt,  and  in  178(3  confessed 
judgment  to  Joseph  IVismer  in 
the  sum  of -£800  and  costs  which 
were  £2,  11s,  (3d.  Then  by  a 
writ  of  vnuUtioni  exponas  issueil 
l)V  the  court  of  Montgomery 
Cc)unty,  directed  to  Zebuion 
Potts.  Sheriff,  after  due  notice, 
it  wns  sold  by  him  on  the  oth 
day  of  June  1787,  to  Joseph 
Mdsmer,  for  £o75.  It  now  be- 
lonu’s  to  Jacob  F.  Alderfer  and 
othe  rs. 

Mdiat  afterward  became  ol' 
John  Freed  is  not  known.  But 
Fete)-  Freed  Ipv  that  time  was 
well  advanced  in  years  In  the 
ni(*antim(,‘  he  had  sold  [ns  iarj.<‘ 
iariu,  or  tlie  oM  liomesieivl. 
his  son-in-law,  ( leorge  Iieck!(*r, 
and  had  removed  on  his  otiier 
firm.  His  resid(mc(‘  was  whore 
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Sylvanus  Ko<  h no^v  lives.  His 
wife,  Barbara,  liaving  died  in 
1773,  his  two  daughters,  Eliza- 
and  Catharine,  remained  witii 
their/atlier  until  he  died  in  1790. 
After  his  death  his  farm  con- 
taining 100  a.cres  was  sold  by 
his  executors  to  Frederick  Al- 
derfer. Peter  Freed  :r  ade  his 
will  October  29,  1784,  and 

therein  nominated  his  two  sons- 
in-law,  Daniel  Longaker  and 
John  Bean,  as  executors.  The 
witnesses  were  Gabidel  Shuler, 
Joseph  Alderfer  and  John  Bar- 
key,  Sr.,  (Bergey). 

Some  time  afterward  he  added 
a codicil  in  which  he  be(|ueath- 
ed  to  his  daughter.  Elizabeth, 
fifty  pounds  extra,  and  to  his 
daugliter,  Catharine,  twenty 
pounds  extra  for  their  fiithlul 
attimtion  to  him  in  his  old  age. 
The  witnesses  to  the  codicil  were 
(babriel  Shulei'  and  Herman 
AcIk'V.  lie  was  al>oiit  sinarnty- 
six  \eai’.'  old  wiu.m  lie  da-d. 
His  (‘stato  was  dividod  int(» 
o:('v»m  sharos  : ten  shares  to  his 
childi-'M!  rlum  living,  and  oiu‘ 
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<liare  to  the  two  cliialren  of  Lis 
<ieceased  son,  Ahrahaiii.  lie 
beqiieiithed  rwenty-tive  pounds 
to  the  Monnonite  etnirch  in  Sal- 
foul  and  the  same  amount  to 
the  Mennonite  cliurcii  in  Skip- 
pack,  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 
1 1 is  will  liad  ireen  written  in 
German  and  was  atterwani 
translated  into  English  ipv  Fred- 
erick Muhlenburg.  It  is  said 
he  donated  quite  liberally  to 
the  Mennonite  church  in  Salford 
Avhile  living,  a.nd  when  tlie  sec- 
ond house  was  built  be  gave 
quite  freely  f *r  that  purpose. 

The  name  Freed  indicate.s 
peace:  it  was  originally  written 
Fried  and  Freid.  They  were 
nndoubtedly  LMitch  Mennonites 
who  came  to  Pennsylvauda  and 
settle*!  in  Ski[*pack  at  the  invi- 
tation of  Mat; lias  Van  Feblier. 
It  appears  to  be  ciiaracteristic 
ot  the  Freed  fandiy  t*,?  1)C  a mor- 
;>1  ami  relieious  pe*5pl<*.  Tliev 
irenerriii'v'  to  ‘la*  kh  iiiia- 

nite  cliuivh.  an*l  me  invari ably, 
.-o  far  as  known,  as  tlieir  name 
indicMtes,  a peace-hA'irie'  people. 


A long  life  appears  to  run  in 
the  famdy  as  recited  of  John 
freed,  of  Ski|)pack,  wdio  uied  i;i 
ISIJ.  at  the  advanced  ane  of 
over  nin-Av-three  yeai-s.  asid 
Feter  Freed  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six.  Then  we  must 
not  forget  tlie  late  John  Freed, 
of  Harley.-vdle,  who>e  age  was 
nearly  eighty  nine  vears. 

In  legaid  t*j  Peter  Freedi's 
.wile  it  is  not  known  who  she 
was.  but  taking  .'everai  imitters 
into  coii.'-iJiertition  it  ap[e?u's 
^ery  piaftiab.e  that  ."he  was  a 
diUighter  (jf  Ihin>  Peiff.  First, 
because  tliev'  !i(.th  bel<.ng«:d  to 
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juid  undoubtedly  Peter  Freed 
])ut  these  st(mes  there.  They 
lire  not  marble  but  they  are  a 
k ind  of  stone  due'  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  marble  quarries,  and  the 
name  and  year  177e  are  on. 
The  next  in  the  same  row  is 
Peter  Freed  and  tlieii  come  tlie 
Mecklers. 

It  P^'ler  P'n'ed’s  \vife.l3arbara, 
was  Hans  P^eiff’s  diuiahter,  then 
the  Bari)ara  Pteifr could  not  have 
been  Hans  Reid’s  d me  liter.  It 
isalK)  pos.Nible  that  >he  was  the 
Barba ’a  mentioned  in  John 
Freed’s  wild  whose  time  was  to 
f)e  eiveu  to  the  widow  of  the 
te>ta.tor 

GEO  ROE  intCKLER. 

in  ]7So  Peter  Freed  sold  his 
[)’autation.  suppo-^ed  to  contain 
iHd  acres,  to  bis  son-in-law, 
(h‘orge  Heckler.  More  recent 
.-surveys  simw  chat  it  contained 
two  [nmdn.Ml  and  sixty  acres 
Tlii'  iaryo  pbmration  [<  no\\'0!_ 
vi  1<*  1 in* ' > in:-n''i  rai<  sm-i ![  t r icts 

]>a reels  o[  land,  and  is  octm- 
pic-d  by  fly  111  re-iikna*es  b(Fony- 
iny  to  Jai'ob  S.  ih'ckler.  Martin 


Heckler,  Georye  P.  Heckler, 

Joseph  Heckler,  Samuel  R. 

Landis,  Andrew  Help,  Peter 

Gar  yes  and  Abraham  B.  Alder- 

fer,  besides  several. small  tracts 

belonyiny  to  other  induviduals. 

‘ 

On  tills  tract  are  quarried  some 
of  the  best  build  iny  and  ti ay  stone 
in  the  townsliip. 

Georye  Heckler  was  born  at 
Retcliweiler,  in  Lower  Alsace, 
a.  country  in  Framce,  between 
the  river  Rliine  and  A osyes 
mountains,  in  the  reiyn  of  Louis 
XV.  on  the  ybrh  day  <d‘  April, 
1786.  It  Nvill  perhaps  l>e  re- 
mendiei’ed  lyv  some  pcajple  that 
tlie  immediate  result  of  the 
Franco  German  war  in  1S7I 
was  the  anne.xation  of  this 
province  to  tlie  German  Fuqdre. 
Tlie  name  of  Geo  rye  Heckier’s 
hither,  it  i<  said,  was  IMichael. 
Georye  also  [lad  a brother, 
Miehael,  and  <me  sister  whose 
name  is  not  l;no\v?n  < du'yiny 
rh<*  a«i\ire  of  his  parents,  wla  n 
fifteen  years  of  aye,  he  went  to 
learn  tlu'  tai'oiiiiy  travle.  and 
alter  fliree  years  of  riyid  a[)- 
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prenticship  lie  i)ee:riiie  free  D’oin 
his  master.  He  was  then  about 
eighteen  at  whieh  time,  accord- 
ing to  law,  he  would  lie  com- 
pelled to  go  auf  die  wander- 
schffjh  which  was  traveling  trom 
})lace  to  place  as  a journeyman 
tailor,  working  for  and  learning 
from  numerous  naisters  to  make 
him  proficient  in  his  trade.  But 
as  his  first  master  was  a severe 
one,  presuming  they  were  all  so, 
he  refused  to  oliey  that  law  ami 
rather  than  to  submit  to  arro- 
gant tyranny,  tied  to  A me  idea, 
He  arrived  at  Phiiadel])hia  in 
the  ship  Neptune  trom  Rotter- 
dam on  the  dOthday  of  Septem- 
ber, 1754.  On  his  arrival  liere 
he  was  in  a state  of  extreme 
povei’ty  and  could  not  f^a  v for  his 
passage.  As  tiie  custom  then 
was  to  sell  those  pas.-eneers  who 
could  not  pay  for  their  passage 
into  .servitude  to  ."uch  men  as 
would  buv  them.  ( leorce  Heck !(‘r 
a l.-o  ^va.s  I fmo'ie  lit-.-eu  pouu«  i>. 
a sum  C([ual  to  about  SIS.  Tie 
th.en  b'ceame  a I’edmuptiouer 
tor  tliree  Vi-ars  to  John  Sionei’, 


of  North  Coventry  township. 
Chester  county-,  whose  residence 
was  opposite  Pottstown.  During 
tliose  three  \'ears  he  did  not  get 
much  money  in  hand  but  learn- 
ed to  know  tlie  value  thereof 
that  in  later  \ears  when  lie 
made  money  he  knew'  how'  to 
Ivcep  it.  John  Stoner  was  a 
kind  reasonaiy.e  man,  and  when 
those  three  years  of  servitude 
had  expired.  Mr.  Heckler  hired 
him.self  to  Mr.  Stoner,  in  whose 
employ  he  remained  about  seven 
years,  and  learned  to  work  and 
save.  I'en  years  after  riis  ar- 
rival in  Philadelphia,  in  1704, 
he  married  (,'atharlne.  daughter 
of  Peter  Freed,  of  Lower  Salford. 
,'^lie  was  a good-natured,  kind- 
hearti'd,  peaci'-loving  woman  : 
generous  and  kind  to  tiie  pool', 
and  was  a meml)er  of  the  Men- 
nonite  chui’cli.  It  was  pei'liaps 
about  the  tinu' of  tla'ir  marriagi^ 
when  Ih'tiM'  Fi'eiMl  built  the  ad- 
dition ol  two  I'oouw  to  !iis  house, 
whicii  has  luien  mentioiuMl  iu  a 
[>r('\'ious  article.  At  the  time 
ot‘ their  marriage  lie  was  twenty- 
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eight  years  of  age  ancl  she 
twentv-three.  Several  years 
afterward  he  purchased  a farm 
containing  TOO  acresin  llilltown 
township,  Bucks  county,  near 
the  present  Blooming  Glen.  On 
that  farm  they  lived  seventeen 
years.  It  was  during  the  time 
that  they  lived  theie  that  the 
Revolutionary  war  took  place, 
and  his  farm  wagon  was  pressed 
into  the  army,  but  after  the  war 
was  over  it  was  returned,  and  is 
still  in  use  by  G.  P.  Heckler  on 
the  old  Heckler  tarm  in  Lower 
Salford.  It  is  a little  like  the 
boy’s  knife  which  had  been  re- 
paired so  often  that  it  was  almost 
miorher  knife. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  17S5 
George  Heckler  purchased  the 
plantation  supposed  to  contain 
2Id  acres  from  his  father-in-law, 
Peter  Freed,  tor  £2000  in  solid 
gold  and  silver.  It  was  the 
same  pi'cmisos  or  phmtetion 
which  Pctt'r  Fr«‘ea  had  purchas- 
ed Irom  llans  lUdlfm  I 7 Id  and 
iiad  owned  it  thirty- nine  y<airs. 
Tfiis  large  truce  contained  much 
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heavy  timber  even  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century.  About 
forty  acres  were  not  so  heavily 
timbered  where  the  land  was 
low  and  nearly  level ; it  was  a 
thicket  overgrown  with  bushes  ; 
briers  and  berries  of  various 
kinds  grew  there  in  abundance. 
At  that  time  this  wet,  wild  land 
was  designated  as  ‘-Heckler’s 
plain.”  It  was  a great  place  for 
rabbits  in  the  fall  and  winter 
season  as  well  as  for  groiise. 
Skunks  and  opossums  were 
found  there.  Besides  it  was  a 
great  place  for  serpents,  especi- 
ally for  black  snakes  in  the 
summer.  Iluckleberi'ies  grew 
there  in  abundance  about 
seventy  years  ago,  but  there  is 
now  no  vestag(i  of  them  remain- 
ing. 

On  this  farm  thei’e  were  per- 
luips  dOO  apple  trees,  besides 
iiainv  other  fruit  trees  of  various 
kinds.  Ai)out  the  year  I70d 
Georee  lii'ckfu*  erected  adi^- 
tilKuy  and  nianutii(‘tuivd  large 
([uantities  of  ••ap[)le  jack,”  and 
])(‘ai'h  f)raudy  from  the  many 
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peaches  wliiciigixny  there.  Much 
more  might  l*e  sahl  of  ihe  thrift 
and  industry  of  the  Limii}'  which 
I will,  however,  omit,  l»ecau'e 
my  article  will  tlierehy  become 
too  len<gthy. ' 

In  the  year  1800  Gecrc’e 
Heckler  nurdiased  ot  Jolin  De'[) 
a farm  containing  ITO  acres  on 
the  Skippack  creek  for  jClb' 0. 
Their  conveyance  is  dated  April 
21st  of  that  year.  The  first 
farm  contained  by  recent  sur- 
veys 2G0  acres,  and  the  one  on 
the  Skippack  146,  a ided  there- 
to made  40 G acres.  This  was 
doing  pretty  vrell  for  a man  who 
had  been  a redemptioncr. 

The  firm  on  tlie  Sk;  ojiack 
was  purchased  for  hi-  rwo  mUis. 
Georgeand  Peter,  IVhen  Jacob 
wa'^  married  a house  was  Ijiiilt 
and  a prenfses  made  f>r  him  on 
a portion  of  the  large  tract,  and 
about  fifty-two  amres  were  laiil 
off  tliereto.  This  ti'act  is  now 
o v ot'd  by  S:unu  P.  j.  n b-> 
Gc'  r_e  Ilealder  al>o  owmd  a 
tract  of  rui  acres  of  woi  I land, 
widcii  had  been  cut  of  fsnn 
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ilein'’-  ianul.  which  was  after- 
ward owned  by  George  and 
Peter.  It  is  now  owned  by 
Ge.  rge  IVeigner  and  Peter  Gar- 
ges.  On  the  12th  day  of  Janu- 
a yv , 1814.  Gear  e'C  He e 1;  le  r i nade 
his  las:  wiii  and  testament  in 
writing  and  therein  anpdnted 
his  two  sons,  Peter  and  Ainui- 
Iniin,  to  fe  his  executors.  He 
devist'd  his  jlantation  then  c-'  n- 
t<dning  yet  20  s aci  e-  to  iiis  two 
sons,  A brahain  and  David . They 
were  to  divide  the  firm  as  they 
would  aeree.  He  die!  ♦ f apo- 
plexy August  2s,  181G,  aged 
eighty  years,  fjur  nramths  and 
two  da)  s His  wile-  ( ’hristiana, 
survive,]  him  yet  >:xte-n  vea-'s. 
Sue  died  Maicli  G.  1842.  aeed 
ninety-vnie  ,ears.  five  niontlis 
and 'SIX  dav-. 

They  lam  eleven  cidldivn. 
namely.  :ku’h;,ra.  Hanm.li. 
'efearge.  Peter,  rii.enr.cl.  fi'ar.i- 
lunx.  •biuiu  >.  ’rua.uie  and  r..’s- 
aP.  ‘ -h:  - : C.-  ub  an  1 

I.A.vi  •. 

Pa;  1-  ■ ; a.  F . n in  1 Tilo  w 
ne\  ill  her  ri  _ 4:  ndn  1 : >he 
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in  September.  1322,  aged 
a. bout  iiity-r'eveii  yeiiv^s. 
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>[andi  10,  1855.  aged  eighgy- 
ilve  years,  ten  months  and  eight 
ha\'s.  ^ ^ 

1\* te r , born  ^t^eptend d ^ , 
ITTib  married  Sarah  Detweilei’: 
lie  died  January  22,  1847,  aged 


November  7,  1.SG5,  aged  ninety- 
(ine  years  and, seven  months. 
She  died  May  19,  1875,  aged 
seventy-seven  years  and  ten 
months. 

John,  born  in'  1776,  died 
young  and  is  buried  at  the  Men- 
nonite  meeting  house  in  11111- 
town. 

Catharine,  l)orn  in  1778,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Ileiiry  Eicl;ert he- 
dietl  March  18,  1846,  aged 

eighty-iive  j'ears.  She  died 
hlarchll,  1870,  aged  ninety- 
two  years. 

Thizabeth,  'noni  in  1778,  mar- 
ried John  Eickert  ; she  died  in 


^ovem\--six  years,  one  monch 
•aid  tweiiry-six  days.  She  died 
Mareh  22.  1851,  aged  sixty- 
mgbi  years,  six  months  and  eight 
Jmys.  Peter  "Aas  the  lather  of 
•ha-oh  Keckler.  oi’  Ilariej'svihe, 
W'S)  is  now  in  IjT  eiahiy-oightli 
Vo:; 

aliehaoi,  horn  :ii  1772.  disd 
m m EO.  , e„a  ■ t o-genr  s e;0'> 

. o . ■ t \ \V‘ ) ^ ■ ■ a "0 

- 'i  .r  i -..u.  ! .an  -Vi  a.  L i i-t. 

. . ■ • i i . ' t .. . I ■ o < 1 a i i . ■ . ■ a •.  1 i e iv.'  > i 


June  1854,  aged  se\enty-six 
years.  lie  died  in  1856. 

Jacob,  bvun  in  1780,  imirried 
Froiuca  Detweiier;  lie  died  De- 
cem'uer  18,  1887,  aged  lilhy-i^ix 
years.  She  died  April  1,  1865, 
:;ged  eiehty-one  years. 

Davivl.  born  in  1782,  mar- 
ried Ann  lhace  : ;-he  Jievl  Jan- 
uary 4,  18  Eg  ag'vi  ■-ixt\'-s‘?'vvm 
'^a- ;r>,  tour  ii,vmh;s  ami  tiame 
a ■ >.  He  ;.iie  1 January  21. 
iojo.  aa.ai  near;v  eig!it\'-6mr 
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years. 

Catharine  and  Elizabetli, 
twins,  _ married  brothers,  and 
afterward  removed  to  Washing- 
ton township,  Schuylkill  county, 
Pa.,  where  they  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  containing 
d62?  acres  from  Peter  Kumfer 
and  wife,  Margaret,  March  27, 
1817.  Elizabeth  had  no  issue, 
and  Catharine  left  only  one 
child,  a son,  his  name  is  Joseph 
Eickert;  now  quite  an  old  man. 
The  farm  on  the  Skippack  was 
divided  between  George  and 
Peter.  The  latter  owned  Ids 
farm  forty-seven  j^ears.  but  after 
his  death  in  1847  it  was  sold  at 
public  sale  to  Martin  Kosenber- 
ger,  who  owned  it  about  thirty 
years  w hen  he  sold  it  to  Mr. 
Ruth,  the  present  owner. 
Gcorge  lived  on  his  farm  fifty- 
five  years,  and  after  him  his 
son,  George,  becam.e  the  owmer, 
and  he  is  still  living  there. 
That  has  now  been  a neeklerfs 
farm  eighty-seven  years.  Aden* 
the  (kaith  of  Jacob,  in  182,7,  his 
only  son,  Joseph,  owned  the 


farm  until  about  1870,  when  he 
sold  it  to  S.  R.  Landis,  the 
present  owner. 

Abraham  and  David  heired 
the  old  homestead  by  virtue  of 
their  father’s  will,  which  _\vas 
dated  January  12,  1814,  two 
years  before  his  death.  They 
owmed  the  farm  in  common 
for  a period  of  twenty-tlii'ee 
years,  by  virtue  of  their  fath- 
er’s will,  but  had  it  survey- 
ed and  divided  as  they  agreed 
in  18o0.  In  the  meantime 
Abraham  had  built  Idmself  a 
house  wdiere  his  son,  Jacob,  now* 
lives,  and  David  had  also  built 
himself  a house  and  a mill  for 
cleaning  clover  seed  and  chop- 
ping grists.  The  land  has  now 
belonged  to  the  Hechler  family 
102  }'ears. 

David  built  his  mill  in  18oo, 
although  it  has  been  turned  into 
a creamery  and  is  now  closed. 
The  tli’^^t  liouse  wdicre  Henry 
Deckel*  now  lives  was  built  in 
the  bi'ginning  ol  this  century, 
ft  was  long  owned  and  t»ccupied 
by  Nancy  King,  wlu»  ke)»t  a 
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})oer  shop.  She  died  there  July 
10,  1843.  The  land  was  cut 
out  of  the  Reiff  tract  and  sold 
by  John  Reiff.  It  should  have 
been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  Reiffs. 

The  name  Heckler  orio;inallv 
was  Hechler,  which  means  one 
who  hackles  ; properly  trans- 
lated it  would  be  Ilackler.  Ed- 
ward Flynn,  the  Irish  stonecut- 
ter, changed  the  h to  k^on  the 
headstone  Qn  the  name/  of  tlie 
ancestor  of  the  family,  which 
gave  rise  to  a graduai  change  as 
ili<^  name  now  is. 

GABRIEL  SHULER 

Mdis  an  early  settler  of  Lower 
Saiford,  but  I am  sorry  that  1 
can  not  give  my  readers  a very 
satisfactory  account  of  him.  He 
had  a grandson  .(^f  the  same 
name  who  owned  the  same 
pi’cTiiises  twenty-two  y'ears  atter 
him,  and  the  two  individiuls 
are  often  mistaken  For  one  and 
tla^  Slime  man,  Rnt  1 will  now 
try  and  distinguisii  tiiem.  so  far 
a'<  I can.  as  Gabriel  Sluiior,  Sr., 
anf]  Gabriel  Shuler.  Jr.  Tile 
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residence  of  the  former  and  then 
of  the  latter  was  on  the  Little 
Branch,  where  George  D.  Alder- 
fer’s  now  is.  Accordingto tradi- 
tion he  wasasquatter,  who  settled 
he  re  as  early  as  1 7 1 2 or  1 7 1 5,  but 
traditional  stories  are  often  veiy 
incorrect,  and  I opine  this  is  so 
too.  1 have  not  been  able  to 
find  any  old  deed  giving  any 
date  of  his  first  purchase,  but  it 
is  probable  that  it  was  in  1718. 
His  whole  tract  of  land,  accord- 
ing to  modern  surveys,  contain- 
ed about  425  acres.  But  this 
tract  was  purchased  in  four 
tracts  at  so  many  different  dates 
and  four  patents  therefor  were 
obtained  from  the  provincial 
government  in  1734.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  the  boundaries  of  a 
large  portion  thereof  had  been 
located  at  an  early  day,  because 
when  Jacob  Taylor  siu'veyed 
54<i  acres  for  Samuel  Powel  in 
1721  he  went  around  the  south- 
ern corner  of  Labriel  Sluder's 
land,  and  took  notice  of  it  w [m.'e 
land  it  was.  < )n  the  otlcM’  haiui  it 
IS  clear  that  Jolm  Isaac  Klein 
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had  located  bi^  buLiiidaries  of  his 


first  tract  before  the  northern 
boundaries  of  Shuler ’struct  were 
set.  This  will  be  noticed  by  those 
only  who  have  an  understand- 
ing of  such  matters. 

His  great  tract  is  now  owned 
by  Jacob  H.  Allebach,  Benjamin 
C-  Moyer,  Mahlon  H.  Moyer, 
George  D.  Alderfer,  Esq.,  Jac«d) 
F.  Alderfer,  John  F.  Alderfer, 
Sylvan  us  Koch,  Theodore  H. 
Moyer  and  others.  About 
ninety-six  acres  of  this  land 
were  on  the  northeast  side  of  the 
great  road,  which  was  all  in 
timber  fifty  years  ago.  1 will 
have  more  to  say  of  this  tract 
after  awhile,  as  it  was  purchased 
at  a much  later  date  than  his 
other  land.  He  apparently  was 
an  ingenious  workman  iji  wood, 
for  when  the  Goschenhoppen 
church  was  built  he  made  the 
pulpit  at  home  and  afterwards 
donated  it  to  the  churcii.  This 
thing  no  one  but  a skillful  w*)rk- 
rnan  would  have  un<lertaken. 
He  was  one  of  the  party  wIku 
with  Rev.  Joiin  Piiilip  Bedim, 


of  \Yliitpain,and  Ulrich  Stephen, 
})urchase(l  the  farm  containing 
150  acres  and  154  pei-ches  from 
the  executors  who  settled  Chris- 
tian Stauffer’s  estate,  March  22, 
1735,  as  noticed  in  the  History 
of  Harleys\'ille.  He  was  the 
man  also  who  purchased  the  lot 
where  Dr.  Rein  K.  Keeler  now 
lives,  when  it  was  sold  by  the 
Sheriff',  Samuel  Morris,  Esq., 
September  23,  1752. 

In  1770  he  was  a resident  of 
Frederick  township,  where  he  in 
all  probability  owned  a farm.  He 
also  owned  a farm  in  Marlbor- 
ough township,  not  very  far 
from  Iloppenville.  Besides  all 
this  he  was  a man  of  intiueuce 
and  a man  of  means.  We  fre- 
quently find  his  name  as  witness 
to  wills  and  conveyances 

In  1770  he  sold  I'JI  acres  of 
his  land  to  his  grandson.  John 
J^hulei’,  who  was  a son  ot*  Wdll- 
iam  Shnlei’.  of  Fi'ederick  town- 
ship, deceased.  Tins  tra<T  wa.'< 
made  up  of  three  ri-acts  contain- 
ing eighty-idne  acres,  sixty 
acres  and  forty-two  acres.  At 
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the  same  time,  March  ol,  1770, 
he  and  his  wife,  Catlmrine,  con- 
veyed to  their  grandson,  Gabriel 
Shtder,  Jr.,  191  acres  made  up 
in  three  tracts  of  . ninety-two 
acres,  fifty-nine  acres  and  forty 
acres.  Those  fifty-nine  acres 
were  woodland  lying  northwest 
from  the  Heydrick,  now  the 
Holdernan  farm.  By  a resurvey 
thirty  years  later,  in  1800, 
these  three  tracls  last  mentioned 
contained  211  acres. 

It  does  not  appear  as  if  John 
Shuler  liad  at  ail  lived  on  this 
farm,  for  when  he  sold  it  to 
Peter  Freed  five  years  later,  in 
1775,  he  was  a resident  of  Up- 
per Hanover.  This  tract  then 
contained  215  acres  It  is  now 
owned  by  Jacob  F.  Alderfer, 
Jolin  F.  Alderter,  Sylvaus  U. 
Koch,  William  Kevser,  Tlieodnre 
5foyer  and  two  lots  un  the  other 
side  of  the  road  owned  by  Mary 
A!<lerfer  and  Sanuiel  Hauck. 
Gabriel  Shuler  Ji\.  after  own- 
ing his  tra<  t tw(mty-two  yeai's, 
sold  it  to  Jacob  Alderfer,  oi‘ 
Lower  Salford.  In  coliectinc 


these  notes  [ forgot  to  note  the 
price  paid.  But  their  convey- 
ance bears  date  April  9,  1792, 
signed  by  Gabriel  Shuler  and 
his  wife,  Sophia.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  Philip 
Leydich,  of  Frederick  tovrnship. 
Gabriel  Shuler,  Sr.,  and  his  wife 
Catharine,  Margaret  Shuler, 
Elizabeth  Sluder,  John  Shuler, 
5Villiani  Shuler  and  others  are 
buried  in  the  burying  grounds 
which  belonged  to  Reiff ’s  church, 
originally  known  as  the  Skippack 
Reformed  church.  I have  this 
recollection  ye^  of  seeing  those 
names  on  the  stones.  But  as 
there  ^vere  no  dates  or  ages  on,  it 
is  impossible  to  say  when  they 
died.  It  also  appears  probable 
that  the  headstones  were  ])ut 
there  some  time  after  their  de- 
mise, and  that  their  ages  and 
the  dates  of  deaths  had  been  for- 
gutten.  It  also  a ]>pears  strange 
that  they  were  buried  here  if 
the\'  lived  and  (LumI  in  Fredierick 
towu.'-hii). 

A traditional  story  has  come 
down  U)  us  that  (labriel  Shulei’ 
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was  109  years  old  when  he  died, 
which  may  be  true  or  it  may 
not  be.  There  name  originally 
was  ShoLiler.  So  we  tind  it  in 
all  the  early  records. 

‘ * It  has  been  handed  dow  n to 
us  by  tradition  that  Gabriel 
Shuler,  Sr.,  kept  a public  house 
or  tavern  here  a number  of 
years,  and  the  place  where  the 
first  house  or  tavern  stood  is 
pointed  out  as  east  from  the 
barn.  It  is  also  said  that  he 
and  John  Isaac  Klein  carried  on 
a kind  of  competition  in  the 
hotel  business,  and  Shuler,  to 
advertise  his  business,  put  out  a 
sign  with  the  following  couplet, 
in  German,  on  it. 

Ich  verkaute  aier  unri  wein 

So  volteil  als  <ler  iiachbar  Klein. 

The  first  house  or  hotel  un- 
doubtedly was  built  of  loos,  but 
the  second  house  also  built  by 
Crabriel  Shuler  was  stone,  part 
of  it  having  stood  until  now,  but 
is  to  be  torn  down  soon.  This 
oM  part  was  l)uilt  in  174S.  The 
other  part  was  built  by  Isaac 
Alderfer  in  1806.  but  it  is  all  to 
be  torn  down  and  a new  one  of 


brick  will  b^  built  this  summer 
hy  G.  D.  Alder  ter.  Esq. 

I m m ed  i a t e I a ft  e r PeTer 
had  purchased  from  John  Shuler 
in  1775,  215  acres,  he  went  to 
work  and  divided  the  tract. 
One  hundred  and  fifteen  acres 
thereof  he  then  sold  to  his  .son, 
John  Freed,  and  reserved  100 
acres  for  himself.  On  this  tract 
he  lived  until  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1790.  This  farm  was 
afterward  sold  at  public,  sale  to 
Frederick  Alderfer,  Jr.,  whose 
residence  it  was  until  the  time 
of  his  death  Ju’y  11,  1852. 

Some  time  about  the  year  1834 
the  farm  was  divided  and  their 
son,  Daniel,  Iniilt  the  residence 
at  the  road,  now  belonging  to 
Jolm  F.  Alderfer.  After  the 
death  of  Frederick  Alderfer  and 
and  his  wife  the  old  homestead 
was  sold  out  in  smaller  tracts, 
since  then  it  has  had  a succes- 
sion of  owners  to  the  pi'c-ent 
tinu‘ : it  is  now  owiU‘(i  l)y  Syl- 
vanus  F.  Koch. 

I must  not  l‘orgot  to  uieutiou 
that  Poter  FriHal  laid  that  dam 
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into  Jacob  Alderter’s  meuilow 
m 1775,  and  reserved  the  riiiht, 
of  the  water  ior  his  own  use 
when  ‘he  sold  the  flirni  to  his 
son,  Joiin,  but  sold  his  right  to 
Joseph  Wismer  in  17S8  An- 
other dam  was  .’aid  into  tiie 
stream  farther  down  some  years 
prevToiis,  which  ii  rigates  George 
P.  Heckler’s  meadow.  These 
dams  have  old  rights.  And 
these  rights,  tiiough  a.t  first  dis- 
puted, were  reconfirmed  from 
time  to  tim.e  until  they  were 
firmly  established. 

John  Freed  did  not  succeed 
on  his  (arm  of  115  acres,  for  he 
run  ipito  debt,  ami  in  1786  con- 
fes>e:l  judgment  to  Joseph  Wis- 
mer, in  iht^  sum  of  =£800  and 
costs,  which  were  £’2,  11s,  6d. 
Then,  by  a writ  of  /7>r/  fucins 
directed  to  th(‘  Sheriff,  and  the 
further  wnt  venditioni  exponas 
issuef]  'ny  tho  comh  of  Montgoin- 
erv  count  V,  after  due  notice  had 
been  giv(  n,  the  fann  wa.'^  sold  at 
pubb(^  sa’e,  on  June  5.  1787  by 
Zefui'on  Potts  wSherltf.  to  Joseph 
Wismer,  lor  T575.  On  April 


J,  1792,  Joseph  Wismer  and  his 
wife,  Hannah,  conveyed  and 
confirmed  this  farm  to  Jacob 
Alderfer.  who,  at  the  same  time, 
had  the  farm  which  he  had  pur- 
chased from  Gabriel  Shuler  and 
wife,  confirmed  to  him.  Jacob 
Alderfer  was  a son  o^'  Freder- 
ick Alderfer,  Sr.,  and  also  had 
a son,  Frederick,  who  liad  pur- 
chased the  farm  of  Peter  Freed, 
deceased.  Jacob  Alderfer  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely,  Frederick,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Ann  and  Gertrude.  But  then 
it  came  to  pass  unexpectedly 
that  Jacob  Alderfer  died  on 
July  16,  1797,  in  the  fifty-ninth 
year  of  his  age. 

Some  time  afterward  Freder- 
ick Alderfer.  the  oldest  son,  took 
out  'letters  of  administration,  but 
did  not  have  an  aj^praisement 
made  of  the  real  estate  until 
October  oL,  1799.  He  sent  bis 
petition  to  court  on  Septeinl^er 
H),  wlien  it  was  ordered  that 
John  Mai'kiey,  Sheriff,  and 
twelve  men  >hould  appraise  it 
accoidiiu:  to  due  process  of  law. 
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On  May  5,  1800,  Frederick  Al- 
derfer,  administrator,  and  wife, 
Elizabeth,  confirmed  by  a deed 
to  his  brother,  Isaac  Alderfer, 
all  that  tract  contained  in  the 
farms  belongin'^  to  George  D. 
Alderfer,  Benjamin  C.  Mojer, 
Jacob  fl.  Allebach,  Mnhion  H 
Moyer  and  John  H.  Berge. 

It  was  the  imderstanding 
among  Jacob  xAlderfer’s  children 
and  himself,  when  he  purchased 
the  farm  fianii  Joseph  Wisrner, 
that  his  youngest  son,  Jacob, 
should  have  that  farm  when  he 
would  be  old  enough  and  would 
want  a farm.  It  was  probably 
on  that  account  that  the  admin- 
istrator did  not  sell  it  before  the 
year  1802.  As  Jacob  was  not 
on  age  then  yet  the  farm  was 
purchased  by  his  uncle,  Abra- 
ham Alderfer,  who  held  it  until 
Jacob  became  of  age.  Freder- 
ick Alderfer,  administrator,  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  granted  a 
deed  tu  Abraham  Alderfer, 
guardian  of  Jacob  Alderfer,  a 
minor  of  Jacob  Alderfer,  de- 
ceased, June  1 1,  1802,  for  115i 


acres  of  land  and  improvements. 
This  then  became  the  residence 
of  Jacob  Alderfer,  Jr.  Here  he 
lived  and  died  here  March  2, 
1864.  The  day  before  his  fu- 
neral a deep  snow  fell,  but  the 
funeral  was  largely  attended  in 
sleighs.  Before  tlie  procession 
left  the  house  of  mourning  the 
widow  ordered  several  men  to 
take  all  the  bells  from  the 
horses,  and  to  lav  them  in  each 
man’s  sleigh,  that  the  funeral 
might  pass  along  quietly.  It 
was  done  so  and  made  a solemn 
impression. 

St)ine  time  afrerward  the  farm 
was  conveyed  to  his  son,  Jacob 
F.  Alderfer,  the  present  owner. 

Isaac  Alderfer  was  a Menno- 
nite  preacher.  During  the  lat- 
ter ye.irs  of  his  life  he  divided 
his  farm  between  two  of  his  sons, 
Abraham  and  Isaac.  He  died 
November  8,  1842,  in  the  seven- 
tieth year  of  liis  age. 

Abraham  0.  Alderfer  divided 
his  farnrbetween  his  two  sons, 
Rudolph  a]id  Flenrv,  but  aftt  r 
the  death  of  the  former  it  was 
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purchasierl  by  Jacob  H.  Allebach, 
a son-in-!a\v.  As  Henry  did  not 
want  a farm  he  sold  it  to  Benja- 
min C.  Moyer,  the  present  own- 
er. Isaac  O.  Alderfer  also  di- 
vided his  birin  between  his  two 
sons,  Isaac  and  George.  The 
lormer  sold  his  farm,  which 
is  now  owned  by  Mali! on  H. 
Moyer.  The  latter  still  resides 
on  the  old  homesteaii. 

HEXRV  RUTH. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Lower  Salford  was  Henry  Ruth, 
though  he  wrote  his  name  dif- 
ferently, aside  troin  the  various 
ways  that  otlier  p<‘op!e  wrote  it. 
He  wrote  Ids  name  in  German, 
Ruilt,  Rulit,  for  so  we  tind  it  as 
witness  to  deeds'and  wills.  He 
came  up  here  from  New  Rritian, 
Bucks  county,  and  alter  owning 
a tract  ot  land  and  premises 
hei-e  tweTity-nine  years,  he  and 
his  wife  returned  to  the  neigh- 
borhood from  w lienee  they  (ai  me. 
On  the  14th  day  of  February, 
1718,  200  acres  were  grantt^l  to 
him  by  David  Powel.  This 
conveyance  was  signed  and 
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sealed  before  Francis  Daniel 
Pastorius,  of  Germantown,  and 
Henry  Pannepacker  was  the 
witness.  The  tract  was  254 
perches  long  and  130  perches 
wide  Beginning  at  a corner  of 
Jacob  H.  Allebach’s  land,  it 
extended  along  the  ndddle  of  the 
present  public  road  northwest  up 
past  Harley’s  corner  and  back 
to  a corner  ot  Simon  Cleramer’s 
land  ; then  along  the  line  be- 
tween Clemmer’s  and  Daniel 
Clemens’  lands  southwest  130 
perches,  past  the  meeting  house 
to  a corner ; then  southeast 
down  the  meeting  house  lane 
through  Jacob  C.  Moyer’s  barn 
down  to  a corner  of  Benjamin 
C.  Moyer’s  land,  254  perches  ; 
then  northeast  130  perches  to 
the  place  of  beginning.  But  by 
resurveys  tlie  tract  was  found  to 
contain  abmit  220  acre's. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1728, 
Isaac  Norris,  James  I<ogan  and 
Thomas  Grillith,  commissioners 
of  property  for  the  p.i'ovince  ot 
Pennsyl vani;i  and  attorneys  for 
Joshua  Gee,  and  John  Wood,  of 
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London,  ;ind  'I'liornii^  Oad,  ol' 
Bristol,  England,  surviving 
mortgages  and  tiar^tees  of  tbo 
esta te of  W i 1 liam  Penn , decea>e( I , 
granted  a patent  to  ilenrv  Ruth, 
of  New  Bririan,  Bucks  county, 
over  a certain  iiiortgage  hearing 
date  April  30,  1724,  for  200 
acres  ot  land  in  Saddl’d,  Phiia- 
delphia  (jounty.  After  owning 
this  tract  twelve  ^ears,  on  May 
19,  1730,  Henry  Ruth  and  his 
' wife,  Modlena.  conveyed  to 
Christian  xlliehach  103  acres. 
Eight  years  later.  October  *3, 
1738,  Mr.  Ruth  and  his  wife 
sold  ten  acres  to  Henry  Funk, 
Dielinan  Koih,  (Miristian  .Moyer, 
Jr.,  and  Abraham  Reiff  for  the 
use  of  the  Mennonite  diurcli. 

Nine  years  later,  in  1747. 
Henry  Ruth  and  Ids  wife,  Mod- 
lena, conveyed  tlieir  farm  con- 
taining yet  107  acres  to  (Mirist- 
ian  Sraufler,  foi-  £274.  This 
tract  is  now  contained  in  the  si:: 
small  farms  belonging  to  John 
Clemmer,  Joseph  (fli-inmer,  J. 
K.  Ibirley,  the  two  small  larms 
belonging  to  Daniel  Clemens 


and  the  lot  belonging  to  Noah 
Musselman.  Ciiristian  Stautler 
owned  this  farm  two  years  when 
he  and  his  wile,  Barbara,  sold  it 
to  Chiistopher  DicFenshieil,  tor 
£300.  on  the  25th  of  Jaiiutiry, 
1740,  thus  gaining  £26  by  the 
transaction.  xMr.  Diekenshied 
liad  [jieviously  been  a.  lesident 
of 'Fowamenein,  but  tiien  li^  ed 
here  thirty-nine  years.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Lutheran 
church  in  (Juslienhoppen.  hut 
was  afterward  buried  at  the 
Mennonite  meeting  house  near 
bv. 

On  March  12,  1787.  he  made 
his  last  wdl  and  testament  in 
writing  and  therein  appuiired 
tiis  son-in-law,  Julin  Wentz,  of 
Norriton  tounshij),  and  liis 
trusty  Irieml,  Joliu  Shu.er,  ol 
Lower  Sa  ford  to  he  his  execu- 
tors.- The  will  was  wutnessed 
hy  H(mr\  Schweitzer  and 
Gabriel  Shuler,  cud  Wi,.-  prnhat- 
erl  Ajirii  2S,  1788.  The  partiv*- 
idars  t hereof  h i\-e  a!rea<ly  heen 
given  in  till'  Hutoiy*  of  He r!e\ s- 
\ iile.  In  the  foilowing  s[)i  ing 
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oi  ITbO,  tliose  two  executors  al- 
ready iinnied,  conveyed  to  Con- 
rad Kcely  the  aforesaid  premi- 
ses still  containing  107  acres  of 
land,  for  jeTOT.  Five  years 
later,  on  the  25th  of  CJctuber, 
1794,  Conrad  Keely  andhiswite, 
Catharine,  sold  eighty-live  acres 
and  eighty  perches  of  their  land 
to  Isaac  Klein,  for  £ooo,  15s, 
which  was  =£157,  15s  more 

than  he  had  })aid  tor  the  whole 
tract,  besides  having  the  mes- 
suiige  and  nearly  twenty-two 
acj'es  of  land  remaining.  This 
.small  farm  Conrad  Keely  then 
kept  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
September  30,  1830. 

It  was  tiien  sold  hy  Abraham 
Alderfer,  executor,  and  John 
Alderfer,  guardian  of  minor 
(diildren,  to  his  daughter,  the 
late  Margaret  Keely.  Februarv 
11,  1837.  She  then  owned  this 
snrall  farm  iintii  about  1801), 
when  she  sold  it  to  John  ( ’lem- 
nc'r,  the  present  o.vner, 

Isaac  Klein  p(it  buildings  on 
his  1‘arm  and  owned  the  same 
nearly  six  yciU's,  when  he  and 
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his  wife,  Magdalena,  sold  the 
whole  tract  still  containing 
eightj’-five  acres  and  a half  to 
John  Clemmer,  of  Towamencin, 
for  £715,  March  31,  ISOO. 

John  Clemmer  lived  here 
where  his  grandson,  Joseph, 
now  lives,  a bout  thirty-six  years, 
or  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  December  14, 
1836,  when  he  was  in  his 
eightieth  year.  ' . 

In  the  meantime  he  had  budt 
a house  and  other  buildings 
for  his  son,  Abraham,  where 
John  B.  Clemens  now  lives,  but 
Abraham  died  there  before  his 
lather’s  estate  was  settled,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  father  the 
small  farm  containing  al)ont 
twenty  acres  was  sohK 

After  tlie  death  of  John  Clein- 
mer,  who  died  intestate,  in  1830 
■ application  was  made  to  the 
orphan’s  court  of  Montgomery 
county  for  an  api)raisemenr.  :ind 
iiftei-  the  >.une  ^vas  ma;le  by  due 
process  < f l:iw,  the  real  estate* 
was  (amiirmevi  to  John  Clemmer, 
second  ^on  of  John  (flemmer, 
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Sr.,  deceased,  August  22,  ISdT. 

After  this  land  was  confirmed 
to  John  Cieinmer;  Jr.,  he  nuide 
public  j>=ale  and  sold  out  the  land 
in  lots.  Conveyances  were  given 
ther<^dbr  in  the  following  spring. 
The  old  homestead  and  a small 
tract  of  land  John  Cieinmer  did 
not  sell,  but  kept  it  for  his  home 
and  lived  there,  and  finally  died 
there  a few  years  ago.  It  is 
now  owned  by  his  son,  Joseph  ; 
several  small  tracts  have  since 
been  added  thereto,  whicii 
makes  it  a nice  little  farm. 

The  corner  lot  containing 
eight  acres,  now  belonging  to 
Jacob  K.  Harley,  was  purchased 
by  John  Stauffer  and  a deed 
was  given  therefor  April  o.lSJS. 
The  latter  immediately  built  a 
small  fnirne  house  there,  which, 
from  its  yellow  color  and  the 
beer  shop  which  was  kept  there 
soon  afterward,  was  tacetiously 
called  the  ‘‘Y'dlow  'Tavern. ” 
The  lot  wa.^  soun  a.fter  owned  by 
David  W'eand  and  alter  him  by 
Peter  Moyer,  who  sold  it  to  J. 
K.  Ha. rle\',  the  piv^ent  owner. 


In  the  meantime  one  or  more 
small  tracts  or  lots  of  land  were 
added  thereto. 

Daniel  Wile  also  purchased  a 
iot  and  built  a house  there  im- 
mediately . He  then  lived  there 
and  worked  at  his  trade  in  his 
shop  at  the  anvil  until  a few 
ymars  ago.  The  lot  now  belongs 
to  Noah  Musselman.  Sallie 
Klein  also  purchased  a lot  and 
built  a house  on  it  in  the  spring 
of  18d8,  It  is  now  owned  and 
oijcupied  by  Daniel  Clemens. 
These  three  houses  were  built 
nearly  at  the  same  time, 

John  Cieinmer,  Sr.,  had  seven 
children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  The  sons  were 
Abraham,  John  and  Jacob. 
Tile  daughters  were  Susanna, 
wife  of  Peler  Hoorse,  of  Towa- 
mencin  ; Edith,  wife  of  Conrad 
Haring,  of  Up[)er  Salford,  and 
Margaret,  wife  oi' John  Clemens, 
of  Lower  Salford. 

'The  rieinmors  have  a tra<li- 
tion  that  tiadr  aiu.'estor  was  a 
Swiss,  and  was  ;i  bishoip  in  the 
MeniumiO'  rhmvh  . that  la'  was 
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j]orsGcuted  in  Switzerland  and 
[led  to  Alsace,  and  trom  the  lat- 
ter })laee  to  Pennsylvania  in  the 
year  1700. 

lie  died  some  years  later  on 
a ministerial  visit  to  churches  in 
Lnm'aster  county,  and  was  bur- 
i(‘d  somewhei’e  in  the  said 
county.  The  name  originally 
was  written  Klemmer,  while  in 
later  years  some  have  changed 
their  name  to  Clynier. 

nmiSTIAN  ALLKBACH. 

In  the  tax  list  of  1734  we  also 
find  the  name  of  Christian  Alle- 
bach,  and  his  residence  was 
where  Kev.  Jacob  C.  Mover’s 
now  is.  He  appears  to  have 
been  a man  of  means  and  was  a 
inemb'er  of  the  ' ennonite 
c.hurch.  He  must  have  been 
here  some  time  before  1734,  l)e- 
cause  his  name  also  appears  on 
that  petition  to  Governor  Gor- 
<lon  in  1748,  which  has  been 
noticed  several  times  already. 

Fnr  the  tir>t  hei’c  he  purchas- 
C'd  of  Jacob  lleiif,  the  eldiu-,  on 
the  loth  of  April,  1730,  forty- 
six  aei‘('S  oi  laiid  as  has  been  re- 


lated in  the  sketch  of  Jacob 
P.eiff.  On  Alay  19th  of  the 
same  year  he  purchased  of 
Henry  Ruth  and  his  wife,  Mod- 
lena,  103  acres,  being  part  of 
200  acres  confirmed  by  a patent 
dated  Alay,  24,  1728;  though 
the  land  was  granted  to  the  lat- 
ter by  David  Powel  February 
14.  1718.  The  boundaries  of 
the  tract  then  commenced  at 
what  is  now  Harley’s  corner, 
then  southeast  by  John  Isaac 
Klein’s  land  127  perches  to  a 
corner ; then  southwest  by  a 
row  of  marked  trees  130  nerches 

t 

to  a corner  of  Hans  Reiff ’s  land  ; 
then  northwest  by  same  and 
hind  late  of  Jacob  Reifi’  127 
perches  to  a stake  ; then  north- 
east in  the  present  turmpike 
road,  b\^  Henry  Ruth’s  land  130 
perches  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, containing  103  acres. 
This  deed  was  witnesseO  by 
John  rs;i;ic  Klein.  Ublch  llert- 
zell  and  Jacob  Adlhelm,  aiul 
acknowledged  by  the  allirmation 
of  Joliu  Isaae  Klein  for  Henry 
Ruth  and  wife  betoi’c  Rowland 
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Evans,  September  29,  1 7 50.  It 
was  recoi'ded  Febriiarv  10,1800.. 
It  will  tiuis  be  seen  iiow  peop’e 
did  then,  and  how  thej'  trusted 
each  other  wdien  their  contracts 
were  not  made  according  to  law. 
On  September  14,  17o7.  Chris- 
tian Allebach  ]>urch<ised  from 
Hans  Reifi‘  and  his  wife.  Ann, 
fifty  acres,  tlie  s:ime  was  p>art  of 
390  acres  granted  to  Hans  Heift 
by  a patent  dated  August  0, 
173-4.  T h is  deed  w as  w i t nesse.l 
by  Henry  Rudt  and  Fredeilciv 
Alderfer,  and  was  ackm>w [edged 
by  the  altirmation  of  the  latter 
lor  Hans  Reiff  before  Rowia nd 
Evans,  Septend)er  29,  175U. 

It  would  thus  a|)pear  lu’obalile 
that  Hans  Reiff  might  have  been 
dead  at  that  time. 

It  will  be  remembered  th;it 
Christian  Allebach  was  o?ie  (4‘ 
the  executors  in  settling  the  es- 
tate of  Christian  Stautler.  who 
died  on  the  Finder  farm  in  Har- 
leysvilie,  in  1 735.  Ileaho  was 
one  of  the  executors  who  s(dtled 
the  estate  of  Claus  Oldinger  in 
1739.  He  was  rnaiad*.'*!  to  the 
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willow  Grater.  She  had  three 
children  when  he  married  hei*. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  in 
the  sketch  (4' Peter  Freed  it  is 
related  that  Pciul  Freed  had  an 
only  (hiiighter  wht)  was  married 
to  Jacob  Grater  ; it  was  ids 
mother  who  married  Christian 
Allebach.  The  name  Gr-ater  is 
variously  written,  as  Greder, 
Gretter  and  Civlter.  Christian 
o llebach  lived  there  over  fifteen 
years,  and  was  undoubtedly  the 
ancestor  of  all  the  Allebaehs  in 
Montgomery,  Bucks  and  Chester 
counties. 

The  name  Allebach  is  now 
various’y  written,  even  in  this 
county  some  ot  tliem  write  their 
names  Allebaugh  and  in  the 
IVestern  States  i:  is  Alienhaugh. 
There  was  one  Christian  A lie-' 
bach  in  Franc  )iiia  town>hi[> 
about  the  year  1755,  i-esiding 
al>out  a.  mile  southward  (I'mii 
Fouderton.  He  may  have  been 
a ."On  ofthi'  Christian  Allebach, 
ileceaset  1 . 

He  was  in  his  best  yea rs  dur- 
ing the  tine?  that  he  lived  here. 
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Ikit  he  took  sick  and  made  his 
will  in  writing  dated  xVugust  6, 
174G,  and  shortly  after  making 
his  will  the  testator  died.  The 
will  was  probated  September  10, 
1740,  before  Jacob  Keiff,  of  Sal- 
lord,  Deputy  Register.’ 

We  are  indebted  to  the  kind- 
ness of  Henry  S.  Dotterer,  of 
Philadelphia,  for  an  abstract  of 
tlie  said  will  by  which  it  ap- 
j)cars  that  the  name  of  his  wife 
was  Elizabeth,  and  the  Jiames  of 
his  eight  children  were  Ester, 
Elizabeth,  Christian,  David, 
Peter,  John,  Veronica, and  Mary, 
besides  yet  one  that  was  ex- 
pected. The  names  of  his  step 
cluldren  were  Jacob,  Martin 
and  Barbara  Grater.  He  ap- 
pointed his  ste[)  son,  Jacol) 
Grater,  and  his  beloved  neigh- 
bor, Andrew  Ziegler,  son-in-law 
to  Dielman  Kolb,  for  his  execu- 
tors, to  settle  his  estate.  The 
witnesses  to  his  will  were  Ileiirv 
Pedt,  Xrian  Moyer  and  Charles 
>vvartz.  Xtian  is  the  old  way 
lor  writing  (.'hristian.  He  or- 
ders in  his  will  that  his  maid 
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Servant  shall  be  free  one  year 
after  his  decease.  His  wife, 
children  and  step  children  were 
to  recieve  share  and  share  alike, 
but  the  executors  -were  not  to 
make  the  division  before  the  ex- 
piration of  ten  years,  but  were 
to  wait  and  see  if  his  wife  would 
remain  a widow.  In  the  mean- 
time she  was  to  be  supported 
out  of  his  estate.  In  the  first 
place  he  mentions  beds,  bedding 
and  other  articles  that  she  was 
to  have. 

MM  will  make  a few  extracts 
of  the  will  for  the  sake  of  show- 
ing our  readers  the  scholarship 
of  men  who  wrote  wills  in  those 
days.  “But  in  case  she  me  sd 
wife  shou’d  inariedge  then  she  is 
to  have  the  sum  of  fiffthy  pounds 
lawful  money  aforesaid  whit  my 
Testament  and  Salms  Book  whir 
ve  aforesd  goods  ^ ^ 

•T  do  liereby  vominate  and  ap- 
|X)int  my  Trusty  :md  well  tjc- 
loved  Steep  son  .bu‘(»b  Gi'ederof 
Bergjnmen  and  Skipac'k  in  ye 
sd  county,  weaver,  aial  my 
trusty  and  belovctl  neebor  An- 
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drew  Ziegler  of  Sol  ford  county 
aforesaid,  saadler  executors  ot 
this  niy  last  will  anrl  testa- 
ment.” 

On  October  22,  1740,  those 
two  executors  sold  the  lands  of 
the  said  decefient,  containing 
202  acres  to  Jacob  Clemens. 
Their  deed  was  witnessed  by 
R obe r t done s an d A V i 1 1 i a m J o n e s , 
of  Worcester,  and  was  acknowl- 
edged before  William  Allen  on 
the  4th  of  December  following. 
On  December  10,  1750,  Jacob 
Clemens  and  his  wife,  Barbara, 
sold  ninetj'-eight  acres  to  Peter 
Freed,  of  Lower  vSalfonl,  for 
,.£298.  It  wets  the  same  premi- 
ses now  owned  and  occupied  hy 
Samuel  II.  Landis.  But  alter 
owning  it  nineteen  years  Peter 
Freed  sold  the  same  mnssiiaixe 
and  ninety-eight  acres  of  land 
bcick  again  to  Jacob  (Jiemens, 
wiio  at  that  time  was  a resident 
of  Cwynedil  town>hi|),  for  £470, 
on  the  27lli  of  Mari.'li,  1775. 
5ho  sooner  wais  this  transacti(;n 
consiimated  than  Mr.  (Aeinens 
a,nd  wile  sold  the  messuage  and 


fifty -two  acres  and  seventy 
perches  of  the  same  land  to 
Dili  man  Zieuler,  for  £300.  on 
the  20th  of  A[)ril  of  the  same 
year.  It  wais  part  of  two  tracts, 
being  a messuage  and  thirty-six, 
acres  and  twenty-two  perches  of 
one  tract  containing  fifty  acres, 
wdiicli  Christian  Allebach  bought 
from  Hans  Beiff  in  1737.  The 
other,  sixteen  acres  and  fifty 
perches,  being  part  of  forty -six 
acres  which  Christian  Allebach 
purchased  from  Jacof)  Beifi’  in 
1730. 

On  the  3rd  of  August,  1782, 
Jacob  Clemens  sold  his  farm,  or 
parts  of  two  farms  to  his  son, 
John  Clemens.  It  contained  in 
all  154  acres  and  eighty-eight 
perches  of  land,  and  included 
perha[)S  all  that  is  now'  compris-' 
ed  in  the  tw'O  farms  lielonging  to 
Jacob  C.  Moyer  and  Jose[)h 
Del[),  and  a small  tract  belong- 
ing to  Dr.  H.  C.  Gridf. 

On  the  lltli  day  ol'  Dec.'om- 
ber,  1779.  Jacol)  f.'leiiKMi'  mad.* 
his  last  will  and  testament  in 
writing,  and  therein  appointed 
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his  eldest  son,  Garret  Clemens 
and  his  son-in-law,  Michael 
Ziegler,  executors.  His  will 
was  probated  November  30, 
1782,  when  letters  testamentarv 
were  granted.  By  his  will  it 
a {) pears  that  they  had  twelve 
children,  three  sons  and  nine 
daughters.  The  sons  were 
Garret,  Jacob  and  John.  The 
names  of  the  daughters  are  not 
given  excepting  the  youngest, 
Susanna,  who  was  not  on  age 
when  the  will  was  made.  He 
bequeathed  *Ren  pounds  lawful 
money  to  the  meeting,  to  be 
paid  to  the  elders  for  the  use  of 
the  poor.” 

From  the  diligent  researches 
of  Mr.  Edward  Matthews,  of 
North  Wales,  we  extract  the 
following  : ‘'The  purchaser  of 
the  lOO-acre  farm  in  ITbd,  of 
which  this  article  treats,  was 
Jacob  (jlemmens  or  Clements. 

It  in<‘luded  also  about  tliirtv 
aiTes  <if  tlie  farm  ol  Gvaji'ee 
Snyder  adjacent.  (Remeiis  was 
the  son  of  Gai’i’et  ('lemens,  who 
c‘ame  into  LoW(,u' Salloi’d  about 
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1709.  The  name  Garret  is 
more  properly  “Gerhart,”  as  it 
was  sometimes  spelled  in  the  old 
documents.  By  the  date  of 
174G  his  son,  Jacob,  was  a land- 
holder in  Salford,  receiving  a 
deed  for  a farm  from  his  flxther. 
He  was  therefore  no^  a young 
man  at  the  time  of  this  pur- 
chase from  Amos  Griffith,'  but 
bought  the  farm  for  his  young- 
est son,  named  after  himself. 
The  presumption  is  that  he  lived 
in  Gwynedd  only  a few  years. 
It  appears  that  he  was  a resi- 
dent in  1775.  It  is  certain  that 
during  the  hitter  part  of  his 
life  he  resided  on  his  Salford 
plantation.  This  was  during 
the  Bevohition,  and  his  will  was 
made  December  15,  1779.  In 
this  document  he  directs  that 
the  plantation  of  1 50  acres  in 
Sa.lford,  ‘where  I no\\  live,’  be 
devised  to  his  son.  John,  and 
the(lwyih‘dd  ferm  to  his  soil. 
.lac(l).  Jr.  I’here  w;is  auMth'*.- 
son.  Garret,  mentioned  n;uned 
aftiu*  his  a’ I’and father.  He  w.as 
;dr(*ady  pi'o\-id»‘d  with  a farm. 
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The  elder  Cleinen.s  was 
blessed,  moreover  with  nine 
daugliters.  The  name  ol  only 
one  is  mentioned,  Savanna,  and 
one  son-in-law,  Michael  Ziegler. 
He  appears  to  have  been  pretty 
wealth}^  for  a man  of  tliose  days, 
inasmuch  as  £200  was  be- 
queathed to  each  of  his  daiigh- 
ters.  One  public  bequest  was 
made — that  of  '£l0  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  poor  of  our  meeting 
in  Salford” — presurnahly  the 
Mennonite  meeting  of  that  town- 
ship. His  death  took  place  in 
November,  1785 — his  will  being 
regi'Aered  on  the  oOtii  of  that 

C- 

moiitli.”  He  further  says,  ‘Tn 
1788  Jacob  Clemens,  the 
younger,  sold  out  his  inherited 
hirrn  in  Gwj'nedd  to  Michael 
Ruth,  Sr.”  It  appears  the 
aforementioned  farm  is  located 
in  Gwynedd  near  the  line  of 
Towamcncin,  because  part  of 
said  tarm  is  u(nv  owned  by 
IViiHam  L Moyer,  oi’ the  latter 
townsliij). 

John  Chmiens,  who  ])urcha.'5ed 
his  father’s  farm  in  Lower  Sal- 


fv)rd,  became  a wealthy  man* 
He  was  nuirried  to  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Price.  He 
had  two  sons,  Jacol)  and  George  ; 
the  latter  for  many’  years  lived 
on  the  Allentown  road  in  To_w- 
amene.in,  while  the  former  in- 
herited his  father’s  plantation. 
Jacob  Clemens  is  well  remem- 
bered yet  by  elderly  people. 
His  plantation  is  now  divided 
into  two  fine,  valuable  farms  ; 
the  one  is  owned  by  his  grand- 
son, Rev.  Jacob  C.  Moyer, 
whose  residence  it  is,  and  the 
other,  which  was  the  residence 
of  Ml*.  Clemens  during  his  latter 
years,  was  sold  by  his  grandson, 
Manass  Clemens,  and  his  father. 
Jacob  Clemens,  a few  years  ago. 
It  is  now  the  residence  ot  Jose[>h 
S.  Help. 

The  farim  sold  to  Dill  man 
Ziegler  was  owned  by  him 
twelve  yeai's  wlien  lie  and  his 
wife,  r>:irbara,  sold  it  to  Ilonr}' 
Overhoitze!*,  ol*  Fraiiconi;!,  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1787. 
years  later,  on  July  the*  4th, 
1781b  Mr.  Ovcrliolt/.er  pur- 
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chased  yet  six  acres  and  106 
perches  adjacent,  from  John 
Clemens  and  wife,  Hannah.  On 
January  31,  1805,  5Ir.  Over- 
holtzer  purchased  a lot  of  wood- 
land adjacent  lo  the  meeting 
house  lands,  containing  three 
acres,  from  William  Price  and 
his  wdfe,  Catharine. 

Henry  Overholtzer  owned 
this  farm  twenty-five  years,  and 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1812,  he 
and  his  wife,  Hannah,  conveyed 
all  their  lands  containing  sixty- 
two  acres  and  eieliteen  nerches 
to  their  son-in-law,  John  Ber- 
gey,  lor  j£'900,  excepting  forty- 
one  acres  and  thirty-five  perches 
which  he  had  purchased  from 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Clemens, 
August  10,  1811.  But  after  his 
death  in  1829,  this  property  was 
sold  bv  John  Bergev  and  Hannah 
Overholtzer,  widow,  adminis- 
trators, Januaiy  23,  1830. 

•'Nnenteen  acres  and  nin‘-teen 
[XTches  being  part  of  those 
l«nty-one  acres  were  sold  to 
( ‘corge Clemens.  About twenty- 
lonr  acres  were  sold  to  Henry 
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Clemens,  father  of  Ptev.  Isaac 
Clemens. 

Rev.  John  Bergey  owned  this 
farm  thirty-nine  years,  when  he 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  sold  it 
to  their  son,  Jacob  0.  Bergey, 
by  articles  of  agreement  dated 
March  22,  1851,  and  conveyed 
the  same  premises  containing 
sixty-three  acres  and  fifty-three 
perches  to  him  one  year  later  by 
a deed  dated  April  3,  1852. 
After  owning  it  seven  years 
Jacob  0.  Bergey  and  his  wife, 
Deborah  sold  their  farm  con- 
taining sixty  acres  and  fifty- 
three  perches  to  Henry  L. 
Moyer,  April  3,  1858.  The 
tarm  is  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Moyer’s  son-in-law, 
Samuel  R.  Landes. 

AXDEREW  LEDERACH. 

The  Lederacli  family  has 
never  been  large,  and  conse- 
quently our  sketcli  of  them  will 
be  only  short.  Andrew  Leder- 
ach,  the  ancestor,  was  a slioe- 
maker  by  trade  ; he  came  to 
Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day 
and  on  the  2d  of  September, 
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171S,  purclia.'>:ed  oi  David  Pow- 
ell a tract  of  land  represented 
as  100  acres.  It  was  represent- 
ed as  160  perches  long  and  100 
perches  wide.  A patent  was 
granted  to  him  July  23,  1735, 
after  the  tr.ict  had  been  resnr- 
veyed,  wheri  it  was  found  to 
contain  132  acres  with  the  usual 
allowance  of  six  per  cent,  for 
roads  and  highways,  llis  name 
also  appears  in  the  tax  list  of 
1734,  rated  for  150  acres,  but 
in  1776  his  son,  Henry,  is  rated 
for  132  acres,  which  was  exact- 
ly right. 

I need  not  descril)e  the  old 
Ledrach  hirin  at  Ledrachville, 
as  it  is  generally  known.  About 
forty  acres  of  it  still  belong  to 
John  Lederach,  but  the  old 
homestead  with  about  forty 
acres  belonging  to  it  now  belongs 
to  George  S.  Ziegler,  while 
numerous  lots  in  the  village  be- 
long to  other  people,  siiuje  tiie 
greater  ]-ari  of  the  \ill.ige  is 
i.iuilt  on  land  lormerly  belonging 
to  the  farm.  The  land  extend- 
ed from  Mfjrri^’  I’oad  over  to  the 


other  road  along;  Abraham  K. 
Freed’s  farm,  and  down  to  the  jog 
in  the  road,  or  as  far  down  as 
John  Lederach’s  land  extends. 
Then  up  the  Morris  road  about 
fifty  perches  beyond  tlie  Harleys- 
viileiind  Lederach ville  turnphke, 
then  from  that  point  the  line 
ran  due  southwest  crossing  the 
Skippack  road  near  a one-story 
house  and  extended  over  to  the 
other  road. 

The  old  homestead  is  now 
coiisideral )ly  out  of  re}rdr,  and 
it  is  a pity  that  it  has  got  into 
the  hands  of  strangers.  Andrew 
Lederach  lived  hero  full  forty- 
one  years,  and  died  here  in 
1759.  He  had  three  children 
namely,  one  .^on,  Henry,  and 
two  daughters,  Magdalena  and 
Fstlier.  On  Marcli  5th,  1758, 
he  made  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment in  writing  and  therein  ap- 
pointed his  only  son.  Heimv, 
and  iii.s  Sv.)n-in-la  w,  John  '^teiner. 
to  be  his  exe'.aitors.  4’he  wit- 
nes.'Cs  'Were  Irederick  fLldtuier, 
Christian  IlunTsberger  and  An- 
drew  Ziegler,  who  pivved  it< 
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authenticity  December  2S, 
1750. 

He  gave  to  bis  wife,  Magda- 
len.'i,  in  lieu  of  her  thirds  £l00 
in  money  and  her  free  boarding 
at  his  son,  Henry’s,  table,  and 
iier  free  lodging  in  the  old  house 
and  also  iier  firewood  as  long  as 
she  remained  his  widow.  The 
said  j£l00  were  to  be  paid  out  to 
her  by  her  son,  Henry,  in  an- 
nual installments  of  five  pounds 
each  year  during  her  widow- 
hood. He  also  gave  her  their 
bed  and  the  furniture  belonging 
to  it,  ‘-her  own  apparal  and  our 
large  chest  which  we  brought 
fi’om  Germany  and  our  cupboard 
in  the  old  house.”  He  also  be- 
queathed to  her  household  goods, 
linen  and  such  things  as  she 
would  need  lor  her  own  use. 
^T  give  to  my  son,  Henry  Led- 
eiach,  my  plantation  containing 
one  hundred  and  thirty- two 
acres  in  f,ower  Salford,  where- 
o?i  I now  dw«‘l!.  which  1 value 
tohimat  tlii'ee  hundretl  [.'ounds.” 
He  explains  the  matter  by  say- 
ing that  only  two  huinlred 


pounds  will  be  divided  into 
three  shares,  giving  each  of  his 
children  sixty-six  pounds,  thir- 
teen shillings  and  four  pence. 
His  daughter,  Magdalena,  wife 
of  John  Steiner,  was  to  receive 
one  third  part  or  ^60,  los,  4d, 
and  his  daughter,  Esther,  wife 
ot  Jacob  Overlioltzer,  was  to  re- 
ceive the  same  amount.  He 
also  orders  that  whatever,  if 
anything,  of  the  j6T00  whicli 
he  berpieathed  to  his  wife, 
should  be  remaining  after  her 
death  and  the  funeral  expense.s 
were  paid,  the  same  should  be 
divided  into  three  equal  shares. 
‘Tt  is  also  my  will  that  my  son, 
Henry,  shall  have  that  horse 
which  [ have  long  heretofore 
promised  him,  and  the  old  wagon, 
the  horse-geai's,  the  stove  in  the 
new  room,  the  table  in  the  same 
room,  and  the  dresser  in  the 
kitchen  be>ides  his  share,  as 
likewise  my  lliUie  and  Joiirird.. 

" ' Ihit  then  ho  >hall  lend 

a horse  to  his  mothrr  to  ride  on 
nc(ies>arv  occasions.”  There  is 
nothing  renaunhereil  of  the 
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Journal,  nor  of  the  Bible,  but 
the  old  chest  was  turnel  into 
kindlino^  wood  manv  vears  a^o. 
All  that  is  remembered  of  it  is 
traditionary.  Henry  Lederach 
undoubtedly  was  born  on  this 
farm  and  died  here  December 
24th,  1799.  His  age  is  not  know, 
but  he  was  probably  about  eighty 
years  old.  His  wife,  Ann,  pro- 
ceeded him  to  the  grave  twenty- 
three  years.  She  died  in  177G. 
They  are  both  buried  in  the  old 
Lederach  family  burial  place  on 
the  farm.  Presumably  there 
must  have  been  some  cause  for 
commencing  a family  burying 
ground  or  it  would  not  have 
been  done. 

It  is  probable  that  one  or 
more  children  died  for  Andrew 
Lederach  and  were  buried  there, 
but  it  would  have  been  better  to 
remove  them  into  a regularly 
established  burial  place  if  it 
could  have  been  done  alter  the 
(Uie  at  the  3Iennonite  meeting 
house  had  been  established,  than 
to  contiTiue  to  bury  there,  and 
after  ma;yv  wars  to  have  the 


place  desecrated  and  the  plow 
go  over  it  as  will  be  the  case 
here  in  time  to  come.  How 
many  dead  are  buried  here  is 
not  known  nor  .can  it  be  ascer- 
tained, but  there  are  not  more 
than  six  graves  visible.  At  least 
several  Indian  Squaws  are  bur- 
ied there.  The  place  is  at  pres- 
ent overgrown  with  trees  and 
bushes,  and  undoubtedly  there 
are  more  graves  there  than  are 
visible  at  this  late  day.  The 
Indians  are  probably  not  buried 
near  the  Lederach  family  and 
their  graves  may  not  be  visible 
The  land  now  belongs  to  Abra- 
ham K.  Freed. 

It  is  suggested  that  something 
should  have  been  said  about  an 
old  squaw  that  remained  in  the 
Ziegler  family  as  late  as  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century, 
in  connection  with  the  sketch  of 
the  Zieglers.  But  what  shall 
we  say?  Her  name  is  not 
kmjwn,  bur  she  died  and  is  bur- 
ied ill  the  Lederach  family  bur- 
ial place. 

Henry  Lederach  appears  to 
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have  been  the  last  person  buried 
there.  His  will  was  dated 
September  24,  1709,  and  was 
proven  January  1,  1800.  His 
witnesses  were  Godslialk  Got- 
shalk'and  Jacob  Ziegler.  His 
son,  John  Lederach,  and  his  son- 
in-law,  xVbraham  Shot  were  the 

e. xecutors.  There  were  seven 

children  in  the  tamily,  and  there 
names  were  Holly,  INLigdalene, 
Eliza-betli,  Henry,  Catharine, 
xVnna  and  John. 

M agdalene  appears  to  have 
been  one  of  the  oldest  of  the 

f. imilv  ; she  was  born  Auo  ust  0, 

I TOO.  She  married  Henry 
Price  and  \^as  the  gr;ind. mother 
of  Henry  P.  Reitl,  of  Lower 
Salford.  She  died  February  15, 
1841,  aged  eighty  \ears,  six 
monrhs  and  six  days. 

Henry  was  born  January  8, 
ITOt).  He  married  Ann  Alder- 
ier,  and  died  September  4,  1841. 

John  was  boru  Janiiarv  23, 
1775.  He  iaand(^d  5lary  Kolb. 

Tliere  are  lew  }uo['.e  around 
here  who  know  to  whom  tlio 
odiers  were  niai'ried.  >ave  the 
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one  to  Abraham  Shot,  but  even 
which  one  it  was  is  not  known. 
The  time  is  too  short  for  me  to 
investigate  this  matter  any  furth- 
er at  present. 

Henry  Lederach,  who  married 
Ann  Alderfer,  lived  - on  the 
Skippack  road  in  Worcester 
township,  about  a btilf  mile 
above  Wentz’s  clmrcli,  where 
they  owned  a large  farm.  They 
had  six  children,  nameU^  : 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Moj'er, 
of  Rockbill  township,  Bucks 
county ; Mary,  wife  of  John 
Bergey,  of  Worcester  ; Catha- 
rine, wife  ot  Christian  Detrera, 
of  Worcester  ; Ann,  wife  of 
David  Kratz,  also  ot  ITorcester  : 
vSusanna,  wife  of  Joseph  lleeb- 
ner,  of  Norriton  town.'hip,  and 
Henry,  who  married  Lydia 
Hendricks,  of  Worcester,  where 
they  also  lived.  They  had  no 
is^ue. 

Joiin  Ledei-ach  had  seven 
chddren,  three  sons  and  :bur 
daughters,  named  Henry,  Jolm 
and  Jacof*.  ami  the  daugicers 
were  E.lzalrePn.  wife  of  5iieliael 
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Shoemaker  ; Catharine,  wife  of 
Joseph  Fry  ; Ann,  wife  of 

William  Young,  and , wife 

of  Adam  Gotwals.  She  having 
died  so  long  ago  her  name  is  not 
remembered.  Jacob V.  Gotwals, 
of  the  Norristown  Bar,  is  said  to 
be  a descendant  of  this  family. 

John  Lederach  received  his 
lather’s  firm  by  virtue  of  his 
father’s  will.  He  lived  on  the 
old  homstead  until  about  the 
year  1834,  when  he  built  the 
house  where  Nathaniel  S.  Ziecr- 
ler  lives,  and  laid  off  nineteen 
acres  of  land  to  it,  where  he 
then  lived  until  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1848.  He  was  a dea- 
con in  the  Mennoiiite  church. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Mary  Kolb,  and  second  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Cleraraer. 

This  was  accidently  omitted 
in  speaking  of  the  Clenimer 
family  several  weeks  ago,  be- 
sides other  mistakes  that  were 
ii\a.d(\  Fu-auna  wa^  the  wile 
of  Daniel  Bourse,  and  (Catharine, 
wife  of  Peter  Boor>e. 

We  find  that  John  Lederadi 


and  his  wife,  Mary,  sold  to  their 
son,  Henry,  twenty-on  i acres, 
and  138  perches  of  land  with 
buildings  and  improvements, 
for  $1400,  and  gave  a convey- 
ance therefor  March  20,  1825. 
It  was  that  house  in  which 
Henry  then  liveil,  and  is  now 
the  dwelling  attached  to  the 
store  of  John  Lederach.  On 
April  10,  1840,  John  Lederach 
and  wife,  A' ary,  sold  to  their 
son,  Henry,  eighty-six  acres  of 
land  in  two  tracts,  one  tract  ot 
seventy-seven  acres  ami  twelve 
perches,  the  other  tract  was 
iiine  acres  and  forty-six  perches. 

This  Was  the  old  homestead 
and  a lot  at  some  other  place. 
The  oM  firm  was  owned  by 
Henry  Lederach  about  twenty 
years,  when  he  sold  the  old 
homestead  with  ab'out  fortv 
acres  of  land  to  his  son-in-law, 
Cliarles  Benner,  who  owned  it 
until  a fe  w y e a r s a go . 1 1 i s n o w 
owned  b\'  (h'oi’gc  F.  Zlegier. 
Ab'Uit  forty  acres  of  land  is  still 
owned  by  John  LiMlcrach  o(  the 
fdth  generation.  'fhe  small 
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fiirm  now  belonging  to  Nathan- 
iel Ziegler,  formerly  the  prop- 
erty of  old  John  Lederach  of  the 
third  generation,  was  purchased 
by  his  son,  Henry,  of  the  loarth 
generation,  after  his  death  in 
1S48.  Henry  Lederach  owned 
this  farm  some  time  but  then 
sold  it  to  Harrison  Weber.  On 
May  11,  1805,  the  barn  on  this 
farm  was  struck  by  a cyclone 
which  passed  through  the  coun- 
try, and  was  entirely  demolislicd, 
and  parts  of  it  were  scattered 
over  the  fields.  Much  could  be 
said  of  the  damage  done  by  that 
cyclone,  but  I will  merely  men- 
tion that  four  barns  in  this  town- 
ship were  demolished  by  it, 
namely  : Weber’s,  Isaac  0.  Al- 
<lerfer’s  and  Jacob  F.  Alderfer’s, 
tlie  latter  was  a sto?ie  baiai,  and 
Isaac  Rosenberger’s  near  the 
Skippack,  besides  a number  of 
other  small  buildings  were  de- 
molished and  otlnns  were  dam- 
aged In’  it. 

Of  Jacob  Lederach  1 can  otdy 
say  that  he  died  in  hi>  fifteenth 
year,  in  1825. 


Of  John,  Jr.,  Jacob  and 
Henry’s  brother,  I can  not  say 
much,  save  that  he  claimed  to 
be  an  infidel  or  atheist  until  the 
time  of  his  death  when  he  ac- 
knowledged his  error.  He  built 
that  house  back  of  the  hill  where 
Isaac  N.  Clemens  now  lives, 
about  the  year  1845,  and  died 
some  years  later.  He  also 
owned  a field  of  four  acres  of 
land  which  he  had  purchased 
from  his  father,  in  which  the 
family  burying  ground  is  located, 
but  in  1850  he  and  his  wife 
made  an  assignment  to  Michael 
.Shoemaker  and  I.  W.  Wampole, 
Fsq.,  for  the  benefit  of  his  cred- 
itors. The  assignees  then  sold 
the  field  at  public  sale  to  Jacob 
and  John  Kinsey.  It  is  now 
owned  by  A.  K.  Freed. 

Of  Henry  Lederach  we  will 
have  occasion  to  speak  in  con- 
nection with  the  village  of 
i.i:T)KnAnivrLLK. 

I his  vill.iae  l(.)cated  'do  jK 
aiul  dry,"  on  the  highest  ridgv, 
though  not  qiiit(‘  on  the  hiaht'>t 
gTound  in  the  townshi[i.  ()wes 
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its  origin  to  IJeiny  Ledenich, 
It  is  loc.ited  at  the  crossing  of 
three  ronds,  ;'iid  at  the.  terminus 
of  the  Ha.rleysville  and  Leder- 
achville  turnpike.  It  contains 
a hotel,  t^vo  coun’ry  stores,  a 
blacksmith  shop,  harnessniaker, 
jeweler  and  other  places  of  bus- 
iness. In  connection  with  the 
hotel  there  is  a large  hall  for 
social  gatherings.  The  village 
containsabouL  twenty-live  dwell- 
ings. 

The  first  house  in  Lederach- 
ville  was  built  by  John  Leder- 
ach  in  1819,  probably  for  his 
son,  Henry,  who  apparently  was  • 
married  about  that  time  and 
worked  at  his  anvil  many  year.s, 
being  a blacksmith  by  trade. 
He  lived  in  the  house  which  is 
attached  to  the  store  and  is 
owmed  by  his  son,  John,  vdiile 
his  shop  was  on  the  other  siiJe 
of  the  road  where  the  corner 
house  occupied  bv  lYiilir.m  Led- 
eracli  now  stands. 

Henry  I/edeiMch  was  married 
to  Ann  Garaes  aivl  >ije,  like 
nearly  ad  tiie  Gaigeses,  had  tlie 


knack  far  making  money.  Be- 
ing in  a neiehborhocd  distant 
from  .stores  site  commenced  a 
small  store  in  their  house.  First 
awhile  there  were  no  shelves 
in  the  ]‘oom,  for  she  commenced 
on  a small  scale,  a large  tab'e  con- 
all  the  dry  g(  ods.  Groceries  and 
other  things  were  kept  in  small 
cpij'ntities,  and  the  stock  was  in- 
creased no  fost'^r  than  the  funds 
increased,  thus  doing  a sure  and 
safe  business.  Gradually,  how- 
ever, :is  he  wmrkcd  at  his  trade 
and  she  tended  her  store,  the 
funds  increa.-ed  until  tliey  had 
not  only  sbelvr's  in  their  room, 
but  the  shelves  lull  of  goods, 
amd  grocerie.s  and  other  things 
in  !;irge  fju  mtirie^g  ns  was  be- 
coming • to  a.  country  store. 
xVbout  that  time  Dillman  Zieg- 
ler and  his  wife,  Catharine, 
v/ho  lived  where  Dillman  Bean 
now  lives,  built  the  house  up  to 
tlie  corner,  nrov  Ixdnneifig  to 
Jcic..!f>  I\.  Freeddnronnine:  -ilsom 
Itave  (,»)ie  of  tlscir  sons  to  com.- 
inence  a store.  This  house  \ras 
built  in  DTIO,  an  1 a man  by 
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name  of  Back  waiter  opened  n 
store  therein,  which  was  soon 
afterwarti  purchased  by  their 
son,  Jacob  0.  Ziegler.  No  soon- 
er was  this  store  running  oppo- 
sition to  Lederach  that  the  lat- 
ter built  tliat  large  house,  now 
the  tavern  stand,  and  took  the 
store  into  that.  But  two  stores 
running  opposition  to  each  other 
at  tliis  place  could  not  succeed. 
Nevertheless,  to  run  the  game 
a little  further,  an  acre  of  ground 
was  laid  otf  for  a lot,  and  the 
present  store  house,  belonging 
to  Jacob  S.  Reifi  and  his  son, 
Henry,  was  built  by  Dillman 
Ziegler.  It  was  about  that  time 
that  Henry  Lederach  removed 
his  smith  shop  and  built  that 
house  there  which  is  now  occu- 
pied by  his  son,  William.  This 
house  was  built  in  1834.  The 
dwelling  belonging  to  ReitPs 
store  was  built  next,  and  after- 
terward  the  house  l)elonging‘  to 
Sanmei  Larges,  nuikiing  up  a 
village  to  compete  with  eacii 
other,  and  much  travel  with 
heavy  teams  heiiig  on  the  roail 


at  that  time,  Henry  Lederach 
saw  that  a tavern  wmuld  be  in 
place  in  the  village,  but  as  there 
wms  a hotel  about  a mile  further 
up  the  road  -wRere  John  C. 
Moyer  now  lives,  another  tavern 
here  would  only  cause  opposition 
and  both  would  fail . Therefore 
to  make  sure  wmrk  and  avoid 
apposition  and  failure  he  pur- 
chased the  hotel  above  from 
Jonathan  Hoch  and  wife,  Cath- 
erine, April  7,  1835. 

No  sooner  did  Henry  Leder- 
ach own  the  said  ttivern  than 
he  removed  the  business  down 
to  the  village  where  he  opened 
his  house  and  took  in  all  the 
business  which  was  at  the  other 
place  and  much  more  besides. 
Then  one  year  later  he  and  his 
wife  sold  the  above  property  to 
John  Alderfer,  miller,  V)ut  in 
doing  so  he  . reserved  all  the 
rights  against  any  one  opening 
the  house  for  a.  tavern.  The 
store  Vvuis  in  tlio  hotel  Imilding 
several  years  before  the  hoti.'^e 
was  opened  lor  pul)lic  l)U>ine>s 
or  eut(‘rtainineut.  Mi\  Ledei’- 
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acli  then  owned  the  hotel  until 
1853,  w'hen  he  r-old  it  to  his  son, 
William,  Several  years  before 
he  sold  it  the  house  was  oceupi- 
ed  by  his  son-in-law,  John 
Hines,  who  was  a strong  Demo- 
crat and  had  an  iniluence  with 
his  party.  lie  was  elected 
county  treasurer  in  1849  and  in 
1850.  He  succeeded  in  havino' 

o 

a law  passed  to  have  the  spring 
and  fall  elections  always  held  in 
Lederachville. 

Considerable  dissatisfaction 
was  at  first  felt  ao-ainst  this  new 
law  which  fixed  the  place  of 
holding  the  elections  perma- 
nently at  Lederachville.  From 
1797  to  1824  the  people  of 
Lower  Salford  went  to  Towa- 
mencin  to  vote  for  county  and 
state  officers,  but  the  township 
election  was  held  in  the  town- 
ship, generally  in  ILirkwsville. 
We  are  informed  that  for  some 
time  after  the  change  was  made 
the  T>eopie  of  Franconia  came  to 
Harleys ville  to  vote  for  state 
and  county  offiicers.  bait  that  law 
biid  not  continue  in  force  very 
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long,  until  the  people  of  Fran- 
conia held  the  tall  elections  in 
their  own  township.  Then  the 
elections  were  sometimes  held 
at  Boorse’s  tavern,  now  Main- 
land, and  at  other  times  in  Har- 
lejysville  in  a turnabout  manner, 
wdiich  gave  satisfaction  to  all 
parties,  but  when  Flines  had  his 
law  passed  it  gave  dissatisfac- 
tion at  first. 

William  Lederach  purchased 
the  hotel  from  his  father  in 
1853  and  then  owned  it  two 
years  and  a half,  when  he  sold 
it  to  Samuel  Bergey  and  Joseph 
Musser.  They  owned  it  two 
years  and  a halt  also,  or  until 
1858,  and  then  sold  it  to  Jacob 
0.  Bergey,  who  owned  it  three 
years,  or  until  1801.  During 
those  three  years  the  house  was 
occupied  by  Michael  f’roll.  It 
was  then  purclaised  by  Jacob 
Moyer  and  Daniel  Price,  but 
how  long  tlay  owned  it  I could 
not  ascertain.  Aiterwanl  it 
was  owned  one  year  by  lleni’y 
Hichards,  who  sold  it  to  John 
B.  Kosenberger.  He  lived  tluu'e 
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at  least  several  years,  for  he 
built  that  laro-e  shed  and  a hall 
overhead  with  a tall  steeple  on 
the  top,  but  on  April  27,  1870, 
a fire  broke  out  and  burnt  it 
away.  It  was  afterward  re- 
built. One  year  later  he  sold 
it  to  Isaac  K.  Ziegler. 

The  latter  owned  the  property 
and  run  the  business  twelve 
years,  or  until  March  20,-1883, 
when  he  sold  it  to  Valentine 
Ziegler,  the  present  owner.  As 
the  hotel  is  not  an  old  one  we 
did  not  take  the  time  to  hunt  up 
the  conveyances  to  give  the  ex- 
act dates  of  changes  and  remov- 
als. 

I must  not  omit  to  say  some- 
thing about  the  stage  line  run- 
ning through  Lederachville  be- 
tore  the  railroads  were  built. 
This  line  was  owned  by  Samuel 
Ilartrand,  of  Xorristown.  The 
stage  came  down  from  Allen- 
town on  Monday  morning 
through  Lederadnlile  between 
eight  and  nine  o’clock  a.  m. 
witli  lour  liorses  going  to  Xor- 
ristown  and  returning  next  d.iv. 
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and  so  on  during  the  ^veek,  al- 
ways stopping  for  passengers  in 
Lederachville. 

We  wall  now  go  back  again  to 
Ziegler’s  store.'  The  house  now 
owned  by  Jacob  S-  Reilf  was 
built  by  Dillman  Ziegler  about 
the  year  183*5  for  his  son,  Jacob. 
He  built  the  store  house  and 
dwelling.  Jacob  0.  Ziegler  did 
not  commence  his  business  as 
Lederachs  did,  and  to  run  op- 
position against  them  was  run- 
against  the  wall.  However, 
when  Hillman  Ziegler  died  his 
sons,  Jacob  0.  and  Michael  0., 
were  the  executors,  and  they 
sold  the  store  stand  and  dwell- 
ing with  one  acre  of  land  to 
their  brother-in-law, Enos  Wam- 
bold,  and  gave  a conveyance 
dated,  April  9,  1850.  With 
the  understanding  that  Jacob 
0.  Ziegler  continue  to  run  the 
store,  which  he  did  yet  five 
vears,  or  until  1855.  when  he 
run  it  out  and  made  an  assign- 
ment lor  the  benelit  of  his  cred- 
itors. Then  Enos  Wambold 
sold  the  store  stand,  tin*  dwell- 
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ing  and  lot  to  Jacob  0.  Bergey 
and  gave  a conveyance  April  2, 
1856.  At  that  time  also  Henry 
S.  Hackman  and  Septimus 
Kriebel  commenced  the  store 
business  there  under  the  name 
of  Kriebel  & Hackman.  This 
hrm  continued  three  years,  but 
then  Hackman  retired  and 
Kriebel  continued  alone  yet  one 
year,  when  he  sold  out  to 
George  R.  Landis,  who  also  at 
the  same  time  purchased  the 
real  estate  from  Jacob  0.  Ber- 
gey and  wife,  Deborah,  April  9, 
1860.  The  post  office  was  got 
there  in  the  spring  of  1857  and 
Septimus  Kriebel  was  appointed 
postmaster.  George  Ft.  Landis 
owned  this  store  eleven  years, 
but  on  April  11,  1871,  lie  and 
his  wife,  Susanna,  conveye<l  this 
property  to  Jacob  S.  Reiff,  the 
present  owner.  On  the  llth  of 
August  1830,  Mr.  Reiff’s  barn 
accidently  tcolv  fire  and  burnt 
awa\'.  Elias  KliId's  house  and 

L 

jewelry  store  burnt  away  Sep- 
tember 26,  1885. 

On  June  26.  1867.  rlie  voium* 


men  of  Lederachville  and  vicin- 
ity organized  a brass  band  whiidi 
has  existed  until  now,  but  they 
are  at  nresent  inactive,  because 
they  have  no  leader.  ' 

The  Lederacliville  band-had 
been  rpiite  successful  in  acquir- 
ing celebrity,  for  it  was  consid- 
ered one  of  the  best  bands  in 
the  country.  They  had.  many 
engagements  and  filled  many 
calls  from  far  and  near  during 
the  time  they  were  active,  in 
practice  and  had  an  efficient 
leader.  They  have  a large, 
splendid  band  wagon  and  all 
their  horns  and  drums  are  lying 
inactive  for  want  of  a leader. 
Some  of  the  meinbei’s  would 
also  wish  to  retire  and  have 
their  places  filled  by  younger 
men.  It  is,  however,  probable 
that  by  the  next  presidential 
campaign  they  will  again  he  in 
the  held  in  active  service  witli  a 
a successful  leader  at  their  head. 

(iEfUIART  ('Ll- MENS. 

Among  the  early  xMennonitr's 
who  came  to  Pennyvivania,  was 
Gerhart  Chunens.  who  arri\ed 
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here  in  1709.  He  came  to 
K^kippack  and  remained  thei’e 
for  some  time,  bat  on  Febraary 
1 4,  1718,  he  purcliased  ot  David 
Powel  a tract  of  land  containing: 
oOO  acres  “on  the  northeast 
branch  of  the  Perkahomv 
creek.”  It  being'  part  of  3000 
acres  granted  to  the  latter  by  a 
warrant  dated  Septcml>er  10, 
1717.  After  his  purclnjse  was 
made  he  went  into  the  forest 
and  built  his  fir^t  log  cabin  on 
the  west  side  of  the  aforesaid 
stream  where  John  Hunsicker 
now  lives.  .There  he  lived  and 
labored  some  time,  cleariiig 
away  the  forests  and  increasing 
his  lands  until  he  had  690  acres 
widen  he  claimed  as  his  own, 
and  which  w\as  conhrmed  to 
him  by  a patent  dated  the  loth 
day  of  April,  1734.  It  was 
tlien  hounded  l)y  laikls  and  the 
di.'^tances  were  given  as  follows  : 
Peginning  in  a line  of  Derick 
do'iiuon'^  land,  thence  by  the 
same  mid  Henry  Ptutii’s  land 
s.aitheast  ;46t)  perciies,  consider- 
aljly  over  a mi'e,  to  a corner  in 


a line  of  Mr.  Ruth’s  land; 
then  southwest  320  perches,  ex- 
actly a mile,  by  va'iaht  land  and 
lands. of  Andrew  Lederach  and 
Dielman  Kolb  to  a corner  : 
then  northeast  bv  land  of  Hugh 
Roberts  (or  Hans  Ulrich  Rerge) 
366  perches  to  a corner  ; then 
northeast  by  vacant  land  320 
perches  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, containing  690  acres.  A 
section  of  land  wdiich  is  a mile 
square  contains  640  acres,  but 
this  tract  was  fifty  acres  more 
wdth  the  usual  allowance  of  six 
per  cent,  for  roads  and  highways, 
amounting  to  forty-two  acres, 
which  added  thereto  made  732 
acres.  On  the  southeast  side  of 
this  great  tract  there  wuis  then 
a strip  of  vacant  land  between 
w'hctt  is  now  the  Meeting  House 
lane  and  the  Morris’  road.  It 
wuas  then  forty  perches  w'ido 
along  Henry  Ruth’s  land,  and 
124  perches  in  length  ab)iig 
(Christian  fv’'ehacli’s  l.iirk  aiid 
foi’ty  perches  wivle  along  An- 
di'ew  l.edtnach’s  land  and  124 
a!o:\g  (Renrms’  otlu>r 


p^U’cnes 
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land,  This  tract  containing 
thirty-one  Cf  res  was  purchased 
by  Gerhart-Clemens  fur  twenty- 
nine  acres  with  allowance  of  six 
per  cent,  for  roads  and  high- 
ways, and  n patent  waas  granted 
therefor  d.ited  dune  28,  173-') 
These  tlurty-one  acres  added  to 
732  made  703  acres  of  land  be- 
longing to  Gerhart  Clemens. 
The  northeast  side  thereof  along 
Dirk  Johnson’s  and  Henry 
Ruth’s  lands  was  300  perches 
indongth  minus  the  forty  perches 
ot  the  thirty-one  ac’e  tract, 
which  added  thereto  ruade  that 
side  400  p.erches  lone  by  old 
surveys,  which  gener.ib}'  g‘^yc 
more  land  in  later  year'-. 

In  1720  Geidiai't  dCiemeiis 
built  a grist  mill  a litt;e  larther 
up  the  stream  tlian  the  present 
site  of  GrtdFs  mill.  He  also 
built  a ri.'sidence  there  f)r  his 
oldest  Sum  Jolm.  A residoiiro 
was  also  faiid  h r id-  >on,  Jacob, 
wh'-re  Rv'.  . f’h.-.  .ens  and 

Klias  R,  l^andls  now  li\a‘.  On 
dune  21,  1 7d,8.  Gerliait  Clem- 
ens and  his  wife.  Ann  eranr(‘d 


to  their  .s;>n,  Jacob,  130  acres  ni 

two  tracts  ; one  tract  being 

thirty-one  acres.  The  whole 

length  of  the  north<'a.st  side  of 

Jacob’s  tract  l)ordering  Ifenr\’ 

Ruitb’s  land  was  187  perches. 

Then  on  th  - 20th  of  Septeiidmr 

of  the  same  year  1738,  Gerhart 

Clemens  and  his  wife.  Ann, 

granted  to  their  son,  John,  lol 

acres  of  land  with  a messuage 

and  a grist  mill.  From  a 

hickory  tree  on  the  Br;ineh 

creek  somewhere  not  far>  from 

where  the  bridge  stands,  they 

run  a line  northwest  1 37  I'-erch- 

es  to  ti  corner  of  ^ alenliin* 

Kratz’s  land  : then  northeast 

til't\'  oereiie'^  to  a corner  ol  Dirk 
< 1 

Jolmson’s  land  ; then  southeast 
232  perches  to  a c(umer  of  Jai'oh 
Cl. emeus’  and;  them  by  s(‘vcral 
courses  and  distances  to  the 
pbice  (d  beginning.  It  will  tliiis 
be  soon  that  by  resm-voys  th(‘ 
distanoos  wei’C  lonecu*  than  in 
tli(‘  !ir^’  surN'cy  : {bi‘  t!)o  d’-- 

tan<M'  tiie  noi’thea^t  side  ol' 

.b'iin's  tract  was  232  porclu's 
and  th(‘  distjoua'  contma<>d  a'omi- 


.Si-;i:T‘Mu:s  of  i.owv.n 

ti]  * Slime  s!»le  of  Je.cobV  tract 
WMS  1ST  perches,  wliicli  adde<l 
toiicfhci'  made  419  }>iTclies  in- 
stead of  4UG,  as  bv  the  fiT>t  sio’- 
vev.  This  - shows  that  the 
raa’iliea'^t  side,  of*  lii-^  tract  was 
over  a mile  and  .1  quarter  in 
ieniith,  and  extended  up  to  the 
line  of  Upper  Sa'ford;  The 
soutiiwest  side  was  forty  perches 
less  in  length.  h*ut  a(‘cordintr  to 
more  recent  surveys  it  must 
have  been  379  perches,  whicli 
(extended  up  to  the  line  of  Upper 
S’.lord. 

Uunnimi:  h*ne  no!*theast 

alone'  tin*  tiAvn.'liip  line  to  the 
north  (ajiaier  of  dolua  <hemens* 
land,  one  niib*  distant.  willyi\a> 
ns  sonu' idea  of  tile  extem  of  tlii.- 
erea.t  tract  (T  Ian  I.  This  will 
show  n>  tliat  a poition  (»f  the 
farm  now  heloneine'  to  Milton 
Aldei'fer,  whieh  tlieii  he'onped 
to  \ almitine  ieratz.  was  inchid- 
ed  in  tiio  tra.er  | in*cha"ed  hr 
( rerh  art  ( 'auivni' : anl  io  a cer- 
tain extent  confirms  tia*  tradi- 
tion still  ainonc  the  Ki'atZ'.*"  re- 
iatne^-  that  \a]entine  Ixrai/fs 
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wife  was  a Clemens.  Her  name 
was  Ann,  and  she  probably  was 
a daui:hte!-  of  Gerhart  Cleiirms. 
The  farm  helonying  to  Jidin 
Mhtsser  and  the  farm  ot  the  late 
fhmry  Del}),  deceased,  no\y  oc- 
cupied by  Jonas  AT.  Shoemaker. 
an:,l  all  that  tract  now'  helonc- 
iny  to  Benjamin  Z.  Alderferand 
the  [’arm  until  recently  occupied 
by  .Michael  Allebach  belonged 
to  the  Clemens  tract.-  The 
greater  part  of  the  tract  belong- 
ing to  Jacob  S.  Gi\>ff  and  Levi 
AMerfer  w'as  included  in  the 
tivict  sold  to  John  (ficiuens. 

On  April  3,  173o,  Gerhart 
(f  Icinensand'wifesold  to  Mdlliam 
Gardes  a tract  of  hurl  <^om})ri>- 
in>e;  in  nxility  sixty-one  acres 
wiiii'h  they  i*epi’escutt‘  1 as  (ifty- 
tliiee. 

On  January  30.  1730.  Ger- 
hart L'ltmiens  and  Aim.  his  wife, 
(‘ouve'.'cd  two  traet^  nl  laud  to 
(wo  dinh]*'mr  pa)’ti»'s.  miurdy. 
n I (if  M.ichu  1 acr  s 
f»r  f'iu.  dddH  now  hM.'loiie-  (o 
Bcujai.iin  Z.  Ahh'ri''!’ — to  \ al- 
'‘iitiiu*  Krai/.,  wlr  > pr'diijOly  wa^ 
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his  son-in-iaw,  fifty-three  acres 


for  £oo.  This  now  belono’s  to’ 
Milton  Alclerfer.  He  had  sold 
to  Mdliiain  Garge.s  sixt\'-one 
acres  for  -£o 3 the  _\ear  before. 
This  now  belongs  to  John  Was- 
ser  and  Charles  Shoemaker. 
Those  three  tracts  together  com- 
prise 273  acres.  One  hundred 
and  thirty-six  acres  they  sold  to 
their  son,  Jacob,  as  already 
stated,  and  151  acres  and  a grist 
mill  thej^  sold  to  their  son,  John. 
The  remainder,  which  was  260 
acres  and  forty-five  perches, 
they  sold  to  their  son,  Abraham, 
May  20,  1741.  These  diffenmt 
tracts  added  together  bring  the 
sum  of  aU  his  acres  resnrveyed 
to  the  snag  little  number  of  824, 
and  according:  to  modern  serve  vs 
they  would  numt)er  very  near 
1000.  This  will  show  us  that 
Gerhart  Cdemens  was  one  of  the 
largest  hind  holders  in  Lower 
Sa'dbrd.  After  disposing  of  all 
his  lands,  it  a]N'oars  Ge’^l.art 
Glcmteii"  and  hi-  ^vde  retired, 
tljougli  he  was  only  al;out  sixty- 
one  years  of  age  at  that  time. 


He  kept  a Dairy  or  Note  Book  in 
which  are  entered  many  notes. 
But  we  do  not  find  any  note  that 
appears  to  have  been  made  by 
him  daded  later  than  1740. 
Though  there  were  entries 
made  in  the  same  book  later  on 
but  they  appear  to  have  been 
made  by  his  son,  Jacob,  with 
whom,  accordingto  tradition,  he 
lived  during  the  latter  years *of 
his  life.  The  residence  of  Jacob 
Clemens  now  belono’s  to  Llias 
B.  Landis,  though  it  is  still  oc- 
cupied by  Rev.  Isa.ac  Clemens, 
a great-great-grandson  of  Ger- 
hart Clemens.  It  is  a great  pity 
that  the  graves  of  the  old  Clem- 
enses wiio  are  buried  at  the  Sal- 
Ibrd  Mennonite  meeting  lu)u>e, 
have  been  so  sadly  neglected 
that  there  is  no  memorial  of  the 
time  of  the  death  of  any  one 
member  of  tiie  two  fn-st  genera- 
tions. Gerhart  Clemens  says  in 
his  diary  he  was  born  in  168(1 
and  came  to  Pennsy i vania  in 
17(bk  His  vrritine:  was  all  in 
the  German  lane:'nage.  His 
father's  name  was  Jacob  as  will 
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appear  from  rhe  following  entry: 
“Anno  1709,  March  8,  [,  Jacob 
Clemens,  gave  my  son  Gerhc  T 
by  mine  own  hrnd  on  account 
126  guilders  A Then  we 
have  the  fo^^owing:  “Arno 

1709  March  3, 1,  JohnClemers, 
have  seh'S  I \yi'b  rny  brother 
Gerhart  CH.nens  and  male 
every  tldng  balance  regardFig 
his  pw'chase  I goofs.'*  This 
shows  that  lie  ha  1 a b?‘other, 
John,  who,  accji’^rig  to  t edi- 
tion, was  a mei'chant,  r.nmar- 
ried,  in  the  ci'y  of  New  York. 
It  is  s id  he  a' so  had  a brother, 
Jacob,  who  'A’-d  in  Ch^r>  er 
coc  o tv.  Pa.  IVhe  her  the  no:ed 
“Mark  Twa‘:i"  i.s  a descenrl.mt 
oi'one  o:  th^^.^e  Clemens  ianr'''os 
Icmn.dsav-  but  it  ^''O’.lblv 
may  be  he  ' a Ge  Clemens 
harl  th”ce  son<,  Ja.coh,  John, 
card  Abr.'ha.  n,  i)ut  how  many 
daugh  e:*s  he  had  we  can  not 
s ly.  Tc  i-  pi'obable  ihat  G aarge 
Aagiey  " > ’.vli'nu  lie  ^old  1 oO 
a.cres  of  \:  id  was  a son-in-law. 
It  ’S  a 'so  prob.ib’.e  that  tlie  name 
Uaa’lov  ha'!  f»  en  channel  to 


Fagley,  or  else  the  name  is  ex- 
tinct in  th.m  pc  Here  we 
have  cn  enny  in  Gei'hart  Clem- 
ens’ b(  ok  hav'ng  no  date,  ap- 
p./’erit!y  made,  in  HoHand. 
“AM'  fc  b'^r-in-law  reckoned  to 
m.e  for  Cm  hovse  35  i ix  dollars 
end  for  rhe  cow  12  riy  dollars. 
Is  drat  novv'  }"gbt?''  This  was 
formerly  the  money  of  Ilo^h’nd. 
A guihlcr  ’was  equal  to  fu’cy 
cents.  Two  end  a hcH  o;aiiders 
rncah’  one  rix  doEc”,  which  is 
equ.il  to  .>1  U.  S.  money.  MM 
will  srij  ’^.dd  yet  a few  more 
notes  from  h’s  hr.ok.tiuis:  “'Anno 
1709.  Octoleer  20,  I boagnt  a 
bor  e h’om  Ich  Kr--ol  for 

£3,  7s,  end  61.  and  it  is  to  be 
paid  by  next  May.”  He  aA-o 
has  a no  A sta'ng  that  he  sold 
a cow  to  Al>iab:mi  Fhxnind 
Apiil  15,  1726,  Ibr  £3,  5s. 
Tlicn  he  also  he.s  the  following; 
“Anno  1713.  January  16, 1 was 
with  Mathias  Van  Hebber  in 
Ma'.’yland." 

“Anno  1723,  July  2<1.  I ^ot- 
t’edrvith  dacob  HeitT  and  re- 
maiii  in  debt  to  him  fnr  the  land 
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yet  £14,  ISs. 

'•'Anno  1723,  Xoveinber  loth, 
I Gerhart  Clemeirs  bought  from 
Hans  Michael  Wagley,  a mare, 
with  a young  colt  for  £5/’’ 

If  it  had  not  been  for  this 
book  we  would  never  have  found 
out  Vvhen  the  first  mill  was  built 
in  Lower  Salford,  but  as  it  was 
built  by  Gerhart  Clemens  he 
left  some  matters  on  record  re- 
lating to  it,  namely,  that  he 
made  a contract  with  Jacob 
So uder  March  2G,  172G,  to  built 
a mill,  to  be  well  made  and  to 
give  good  satislaction,  for  which 
he  was  to  receive  £33  , one  ha.!f 
thereof  to  be  paid  when  tin'  mill 
was  finished  and  the  other  half 
in  six  months  afterward.  Then 
we  find  that  he  borrowed  money, 
and  also  that  he  paid  liis  debts. 
Thus,  -‘Juno  2,  1726,  1 b-a-row- 
ed^£l4  from  Dringen  S[>rGgel.''’ 
"Xovend)er  11,  I again  borrow- 
ed from  her  in  gold  five  pounds, 
(dght  shillings,  four  [.ence  mid 
tfiree  farthings.*’  Tlien  we  find 
that  he  paid  his  workmen  or 
laborers.  -'Anno  1726,  June  4. 


Jacob  Galman  received  for  Ins 
work  £8  from  me.” — -'‘Again 
he  received  £2  : £l0  are  now 
paid  ” — “Again  he  received  five 
pounels  and  fourteen  shillings.” 
Then  there  is  an  account  of  Jacob 
Gasman’s  labor  and  at  last  Gal- 
man  remains  in  debt  to  Clemens 
two  shillings  and  six  pence. 
AVithout  date  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing; “I  remidn  in  deft  to 
Souder  £ll.”  “Anno  1727, 
February  2G,  Jacob  Souder  again 
received  £3  and  I remain  in 
debt  yet  eight  pounds  and  eight 
shillings.”  it  a.ppears  that  .-ome 
of  his  children  were  weavers 
and  wove  much  homespun  goorls 
for  other  people  as  his  numer- 
ous accounts  in  his  book  show, 
and  this  was  one  of  the  ways 
they  took  to  make  money  where 
with  to  pay  their  debts  This 
much  we  can  say  for  him  th;it 
he  was  a prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful man.  \\A  will  yet  give 
a tew  extracts  from  his  weaver 
bids.  -‘Anno  172**  Mai’ch  13. 

I made  a [)iece  of  cloth,  al- 
together thirty  yards — nine 
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viinls  oi  tou'  and  twenty-one 
V arils  of  flax  for  Jacob 
(iann.in.”  (Without  date.) 
‘‘John  Lederaeh’s  Uaxen  cloth 
is  thirty-six  yards  at  six  pence 
j)er  yard.  The  piece  of  tow 
cioth  which  I made  is  fifteen 
yards  and  a half  at  five  pence 
per  yard.”  (No  date.)  “For 
Paul  Friet  I made  a piece  of 
tlaxen  cloth.  It  is  twenty-three 
yards  at  five  pence  per  yard.” 
The  place  where  the  first  mill 
stood  is  easil\'  recognized  for 
it  was  bih’T  against  the  hill  per- 
haps one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
farther  up  stream  them  the  one 
which  is  now  standing.  It  was 
built  in  the  most  economical 
manner,  two  stories  high. 
There  were  no  elevators  in  it; 
every  thing  which  was  to  be 
ground  <-wice  had  to  be  carried 
up  stairs  to  the  second  storv. 
(Customers  bi'inging  grists  there 
to  be  gTouiid  dro\’e  tlieir  teams 
tip  hill  and  uahrided  .'Ui  the  sec- 
oirl  story,  wiiile  those  v'.dio 
fetchcfl  their  grists,  wliicli  most- 
Iv  consisted  (d  Hour  and  bran. 
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received  them  from  the  first 
floor.  This  mill  stood  here  until 
18*23,  nearly  100  years,  when 
the  foundation  for  the  mill  which 
is  Tiow  standing.  \vas  laid  by 
John  Alderfer.  Two  years  af- 
ter the  first  mill  was  built  the 
Goshenhoppen  road  was  opened 
wlrich  added  much  convenience 
to  this  mill.  It  crossed  the 
stream  just  below  the  present 
mill.  The  bridge  weis  built  a- 
cross  the  stream  here  in  183-3. 

There  are  yet  some  notes  m 
Gerhart  Cdemens'  book  which 
I did  not  give  to  the  public 
simply  because  they  are  private 
accounts  and  are  not  interesting, 
but  I have  given  all  that  I 
thought  w^ere  of  ordinary  inter- 
est. V\e  will  FiOW  close  our 
sketch  of  Gerhart  Clemens  mid 
wdll  yet  add  that  there  is  noth- 
ing to  be  found  in  the  records 
ot  Plii!adel|)hia  ot  tiie  settle- 
ment of  his  estate.  Apipar.mtly 
he  prepared  liiin'i^lf  for  the 
event  of  his  death  I)V  selling  out 
all  his  lands.  He  probably 
died  about  the  vea,r  1741-3, 
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when  he  was  about  sixty-five 
years  of  age,  A long  life  or 
extreme  nld  age  does  not  seem 
to  run  in  this  fami’y  as  it  does 
in  some  others.  The  name 
Clemens  appears  to  be  of  Ho- 
man origin  and  signifies  mildness, 
tenderness,  gentleness,  and  the 
family  in  general  is  (‘baracteristic 
of  the  name.  They  are  gener- 
ally a weU-tc-do  people  and 
someofthem  are  quiete  wealthy. 

JACOB  CLE^ilEXS. 

It  has  already  been  stated 
that  on  June  21,  1738  Gerhart 
Clemens  and  Ann  his  w*fe  g.nnt- 
ed  to  their  son  Jacob  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  six  acres  and  a 
half  of  land  with  buildings  and 
improvements  where  Hev.  Isaac 
Clemens,  one  of  the  descendants 
s'iJ  lives.  It  had  been  pur- 
chased in  two  tracts  : TOG  acres 
thereof  were  part  of  GOO  acres 
confi'mied  by  a patent  dat^nl 
April  15,  1734,  and  twenty- 
nine  acres  with  allowance 
of  six  i;er  cent  foiToad>< 
and  highways  were  granted 
by  a patent,  June  23,  1735. 


It  was  bounded  bv  lands  of  Per- 
ick  Johnson,  Henry  Huth, 
Christian  . Allebach,  Andrew 
I.ederach  and  Gerhart  Clemens, 
Three  vears  after  being  the 
owner  of  the  said  land  he  pur- 
chased yet  four  acres  and  fifty- 
four  perches  from  his  brother 
Abraham,  over  on  the  Skippack 
road.  This  was  what  was  called 
meadow  land,  for  meadows  were 
an  essental  part  of  a farm  in  those 
days  ; the  peop’e  did  not  know 
that  they  could  cultivate  other 
kinds  of  grass  on  the  fields,  and 
hence  were  altogetlierdependent 
on  tlie  ineatlows  for  hay  and 
grass.  If  I mistake  not  tlie 
meadow  is  at  present  owned  by 
Isaac  N.  Clenieim  ; it  is  locadod 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road 
from  his  residence.  Jacob  Clem- 
ens and  wife  Barbara  owned 
this  farm,  thirty  years  and  then 
sold  it  to  then*  son  Garret  Clem- 
ens, April  0,  17G(8.  But  his 
meadow  he  did  n(*t  sell  until 
June  4,  1782,  -when  his  uiie 
Barbara  apparently  was  «lead 
for  her  name  is  not  on  the  eon- 
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veyanee.  Though  in  his  will 
which  is  dated  December  14, 
1779,  he  devised  this  meadow 
to  his  oldest  son,  Garret.  The 
latter  was  only  twenty-three 
years  old  wdien  he  bought  his 
father’s  larm,and  owned  it  forty- 
one  year^.  On  October  2*2, 
1746,  Jacob  Clemens  purchased 
the  farm  containing  202  acres 
from  the  executors  of  Christian 
Allebach  as  already  related  at 
length  in  the  sketch  of  the  lat- 
ter, which  see  for  further  par- 
ticulars. 

We  are  unable  to  tell  our 
readers  how  many  children  were 
born  to  Jacob  Clemeiis  and  wile. 
i)uC  tlie  following  rec(»rd  is  pre- 
served in  the  familv,  and  cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  names  of  tlie 
children  are  not  all  on.  for  we 
know  of  John  and  Su^aanna,  who 
were  among  the  youngcest  of  the 
family,  and  their  names  are  not 
on  the  record  : the  latter  was 

under  .age  yet  wlaai  iier  liifher 
made  his  will  in  1779.  Thi-ee 
sons  and  nine  d.aughttu's  are 
ncntioned  in  tlie  will,  and  it 


also  appears  by  the  record  as  if 
a good  many  had  died  young. 
At  least  four  boys  must  have 
died  young,  because  Gerhart  or 
Garret,  who  was  born  January 
2,  1745,  is  called  the  oldest_son, 
he  also  received  the  farm  and 
raised  a family  as  will  be  shown 
farther  on.  The  following  is  the 
partial  family  h’ecord  of  Jacob 
Clemens,  namely : 

A daughter  named  Ann  w'as 
born  to  Jacob  Clemens  Decem- 
ber 30,  1729. 

A daughter  mimed  Ester  was 
born  January  11,  1731. 

A son  named  Michael  was 
born  November  42,  1732. 

A daughter  named  Margaret 
was  born  January  10,  1734. 

IMary  was  born  Noveniiior  1 1, 
1735. ‘ 

Barbara  was  born  June  1. 
1737. 

Jacob  was  born  April  S,  1 739. 

Two  sons,  ( hiristian  and  fler- 
hart,  wen'  !>orn  .Vpril  21.  1711, 

Eliza iH'th  was  born  February 
15,  1713. 

Gerhart  was  born  January  2, 
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1745. 

Margaret  was  horn  February 
1),  1747. 

Jacob  was  born  April  12, 
1749. 

There  is  a note  in  the  latter 
part  of  tlie  diary  or  memoran- 
dum of  Gerhart  Clemens  from 
which  we  made  extrcicts  in  a pi’e- 
vious  sketch — dated  in  1 7 Go,  staJ- 
ing  that  Elizal)eth  was  married. 
She  therefore  must  have  been 
twenty  years  old  at  that  time, 
but  the  name  of  her  husband  is 
not  given.  There  may  have 
been  yet  a half  dozen  children 
wliose  names  were  not  put  down 
in  the  family  record  because 
Susanna  was  yet  under  age  in 
1770.  She  probably  was  born 
about  the  year  17G0  or  later. 

It  will  ihus  be  seen  that  Ga,r- 
ret  Clemens,  tlie  grandfather  of 
Rev.  Isaac  Clemens,  and  John 
C-iemens,  the  grandfather  of  his 
wife,  who  liveri  where  Rev. 
Jacob  Moyer  now  lives,  ^uM’e 
brothers.  This  fact  has  been 
repea. tedly  denied  by  the  de- 
sceirlant  , bm  fac‘L>  cu’e  stubborn 


things  to  deal  with.  Their 
father,  Jacol)  Clemens,  is  buried 
intheMennonite  burying  ground 
in  Lower  Salhnal,  but  his  grave 
is  not  known.  Garret  Clemens 
had  five  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters.  The  sons  were 
J acob  and  Henry ; t Ife  daugh ten> 
were  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George 
Reiff ; Sarah,  wife  of  Jacob 
Reiil,  and  Catharine,  wife  of 
Jacob  Shoemaker.  Jacob  Clem- 
ens, of  the  fourth  generation, 
moved  to  Chester  county,  but 
his  brother,  Henry,  remained 
on  the  old  h()nuj>tead.  Garret 
or  Gerhart  Clemens,  oft  he  thir;! 
generation,  born  Janna,ry  2, 
1745,  died  May  1,  1820,  aged 
seventy-five  years,  tour  months 
and  one  day.  His  wife,  Catha- 
rine, ])orn  March  8.  1744,  died 
March  G,  182G,  aged  eighty-two 
years  and  two  days.  About 
four  weeks  alter  their  fatiier 
was  dead  the  children  asseiniiled 
a ml  relea''-e<l  or  C(  nveyed  the 
iann  containing  1-49  at'res  :m0 
fii'ty-four  [)erc)u‘s  to  their 
}>rothi‘r,  Henry,  May  GO,  182o. 
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Ileary  Clemens  added  fifly- 
seven  acres  to  Ids  farm  diirin‘i' 
the  time  he  mviied  it,  i.  e.,  on 
August  10,  1811,  he  piircliased 
from  the  heirs  of  Abraham 
Clemens,  deceased,  namely  • 
Maria  Clemens,  widow  : George 
Clemens  and  wife,  Catharine  ; 
Jacob  Clemens  and  wife,  Susan- 
na ; Abraham  Clemens,  weaver; 
Henry  Clemmer  and  wife  Mag- 
dalena, of  Bedminster,  Bucks 
county,  cordwainer,  and  Jacob 
Kulp  and  his  wife,  Catharine,  of 
II  i 1 1 to  w n town  si  i i p,  B ucks  county 
tin rry-two  acres  aiul  loO  perclies 
of  land.  xVt  the  same  time 
these  same  heirs  sold  to  Henry 
Oberholtzer  forty-one  acres  and 
thirty-five  perches.  Then  after 
the  death  ol  the  latter,  his  wifl- 
ew,  Hannah  Oberholtzer,  and 
John  Bergey,  administrators, 
sold  to  Henry  Clmnens  twenty- 
four  acres  and  sixteen  perches 
of  the  same  land  January  'Jo, 

1 .'s  fJ  r /V  i e u'  y e:  1 1 a I e r He n r v 
Clemens,  after  f^uildinu:  the 

lioiL'C  ami  other  builtlings  where 
Heuiy  X.  Olunujiis,  hi>  gi'aivl- 
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son,  now  lives,  divided  his  plan- 
tation between  his  two  sons, 
Garret  and  Bev.  Isaac,  who 
still  resides  on  the  premises. 
Henry  Clemens,  their  father, 
waas  married  to  Ann  Kratz  ; he 
wnis  born  April  11,  1783,  and 
died  X’ovember  0,  I860,  aged 
seventy-seven  years,  seven 
months  and  twentv-ei^ht  davs. 
His  wife,  Ann,  born,  July  lb, 
1780,  died  February  23,  1861, 
aged  eighty  years,  seven  months 
and  seven  days.  This  farm 
which  belonged  to  the  Clemens 
family  from  the  very  finst  set- 
tlement in  1718,  a period  of  IGS 
years,  was  sold  to  Elias  R. 
Landis  one  year  ago.  The  farm 
now  belonging  to  Henry  X. 
(demens  was  separated  fn^m  the 
main  farm  by  Ids  grandfather, 
Henry  Ciemens. 

1 am  informed  that  during  the 
time  this  farm  was  owned  by 
Gerhart  Clemens,  of  the  third 
generation,  there  was  a distflimw 
on  tliesc“  grounds,  ami  it  was 
here  yet  in  the  time  it  was 
owned  by  Ids  son,  Henry. 
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ABIIAHAM  CLEMENS. 

It  has  been  statefl  tliat  the 
first  house  built  on  the  Clemens 
tract  was  iniilt  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Branch  creek  where  John 
Hunsicker  now  lives,  and  there 
Gerhart  Clemens  and  his  family 
lived  some  time,  but  after  clear- 
ing out  rmd  cultivating  those 
lowlands  on  the  east  side  «»f  the 
stream  they  built  a house  over 
on  that  side,  somewhere  near 
the  site  of  the  present  residence 
of  George  IM,  Clemens.  On  May 
27,  1741,  Gerhart  Clemens  and 
wife  Conveyed  2uU  acres  with 
buildings  and  improvements  to 
their  son,  Abraham,  for  =£270. 
It  was  bounded  by  lands  of 
Jacob  Clemens.  Andrew  Leder- 
aeJi,  Dielman  Kolb,  IIan.>  Ulrich 
Bergey.  George  AVageiy  and 
John  Clemens.  It  includefl  all 
that  land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Morris  road  and  Goschenho[)pen 
road  up  to  the  Branch  creek  and 
down  the  other  side  r.f  the  said 
stream  and  tlien  across  to  Hans 
Ulrich  Bergev’s  land.  Tiie  line 
mav  not  have  l)een  in  the  l\[or- 


ris road  at  all  points  for  it  was 
not  laid  out  then  yet,  but  it  is  as 
near  as  1 can  tell  you  now.  This 
land  was  all  confirmed  to  Ger- 
hart Clemens  by  a patent  dated 
April  15,  1754,  and  the  convey- 
ance, from  father  to  son  in  1741 
was  witnessed  by  Andrew  Led- 
erach,  Hans  Uily  Berge  and 
Bober t Jones.  Three  weeks 
after  owning  this  land,  June  10, 
1741,  Abraham  Clemens  and 
wife,  Catharine,  granted  to  his 
brother,  Jacob,  four  acres  and 
fifty-four  perches  on  the  great 
road.  This  was  what  was  called 
meadow  land,  and  is  the  same 
meadow  now  on  the  west  side 
ot  the  road  from  the  })resent 
I'esidence  of  Isaac  X.  Clemens. 
How  long  Abraham  Clemens 
lived  on  this  plantation  I can 
not  say  exactly,  but  1 can  sav 
that  he  made  his  last  will  and 
testament  in  writing’  dated 
March  0,  1770.  and  thei»*in  de- 
vised lii'  lands  to  his  iw<‘  '•(iiis. 
A’nraliam  and  Jacob.  Having- 
sold  four  a('p‘>  he  then  owned 
vet  25ii  acres  : he  de\ ised 
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acres  to  his  son,  Abraham,  and 
seventy-six  acres  and  110 
perches  to  his  son,  Jacol).  His 
son,r«eor2:e.  havine;  already  been 
])rovided  with  a farm  in  some 
other  township  had  his  home, 
while  for  his  youngest  son,  Ger- 
hart, who  apparently  waa>  yet 
under  aee  no  provision  for  land 
or  for  a home  was  made.  Three 
daughters,  it  seems,  had  been 
married,  while  three  others  were 
yet  under  age  when  the  will 
was  made,  which  was  pro- 
bated >Iay  31,  17TG,  by 

tliree  witnesses,  namely,  Jacob 
I lefUefitjger, Chilstian  Berge  and 
John  Barkey  (Bergey)  The 
executors  were  his  two  oldest 
sons,  George  and  Abraham. 
The  latter  was  in  his  twenty- 
fourth  year  when  his  fatherdied. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Abra- 
liam  Clemens  died  at  some  time 
before  IMay  31.  17 70.  It  ap- 
pears tliat  at  tne  time  oi‘ making 
his  will  they  were  prei)aring  to 
build  a new  house  near  to  a 
s [)  r i n g w i 1 e re  t he  h o u s e < ) f G e o r ge 
M.  Chuuens  now  sraial.^.  wliicli 
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was  formerly  the  property  of 
his  hither,  Heiuy,  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  the  loan  of  a copy 
of  this  wdl,  and  for  other  inter- 
esting information.  The  old 
house,  which,  of  course,  was 
built  of  logs,  stood  somewhere 
farther  down  on  the  same  side, 
and  was  to  be  moved  up  to  the 
new  one.  It  was  used  tor  a 
weaver  shop  in  later  years. 
Mention  is  made  in  tlie  wdll 
about  moving  the  old  house  up 
to  the  spring  where  the  stones 
for  the  new  one  had  already 
lieen  hauled  to.  It  appears  that 
the  executors  had  been  orally 
instructed  how  to  build,  and  it 
is  also  desired  by  the  testator 
that  the  family  should  keep 
house  together  yet  one  year  and 
six  months  after  the  date  of  tlu^ 
will.  His  widow,  Catharine, 
was  provided  for  in  the  will 
with  furniture,  bed,  beddingnnd 
other  articles,  goods  for  clothing 
and  so  forth,  as  the  custom,  then 
was  to  pro\ ide,  including  -‘niy 
large  Bil)!e  and  Sing  Book," 
whi<li  she  was  to  have. 
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xV  bra  ham  Clemens  bad  ten 
children,  four  sons  and  six 
daughters.  The  sons  were 
George,  xV  bra  ham,  Jacob  and 
Gerhart;  the  daughters  were 
An  n , ^lar  y,C  a tharine,  Elizabe  tli , 
Susanna  and  Hester.  He  be- 
queathed £b  in  money  to  the 
elders  of  the  Mennonite  meeting 
in  Lower  Salford  for  the  use  of 
the  poor  in  said  meeting,  of 
which  he  was  a member. 

It  appears  that  Abraham 
Clemens  had  built  a house  and 
barn  on  that  part  of  the  farm 
now  belonging  to  Augustus  Es- 
penship,  but  not  where  the  pres- 
ent residence  stands  for  it  stood 
farther  down  to\vard  the  Branch 
creek,  and  that  was  the  mes- 
suage and  seventy-six  acri’sand 
110  perches  which  was  devised 
to  Jacob  Clemens.  The  old 
homestead  containiiig  ISO  acres 
was  devdsed  to  Abraliain  Clem- 
ens. Jr.,.l)ut  th.e  testator  or  lered 
ihat  a eert  iiii  ]aaa!t)ii  ai'  End 
ceuitaining  live  or  s:x  acres 
should  be  cut  oT  trom  z\bra- 
haiiFs  tract  aiid  should  Ixj  a<]>[- 


ed  to  Jacob’s.  Nine  years 
Jacob  owned  his  tract  whicii 
was  very  hilly,  but  on  June  oO, 
1785,  he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
<a}nveyed  it  ail  back  to  his 
brother,  xVbraham.  The  hitter 
then  owmed  the  whole  tract  con- 
taining 25G  acres  yet  about 
twenty-three  years,  when  he 
died  intestate. 

His  death  occurred  September 
15,  ISOS,  at  the  age  of  tifty-five 
years,  nine  months  and  tifteen 
days.  He  was  not  an  old  man 
yet  wdien  he  died.  The  name 
of  his  widow  was  Idary,  and  her 
maiden  mime  laid  been  Steiner 
S h e td i ed  Se [ > te m be r 11,  IS 2 5 . 
They  had  six  children,  namely, 
John,  George,  Jacob,  xVbraham, 
Magdalene,  wife  of  Henry  Clem- 
iiu^r,  of  Bedminster,  and  Catha- 
rine’, wife  of  Jacob  Kiilp,  of 
Hilltown,  Bucks  county.  (dn 
February  3.  1810,  John.  J;icob, 
Abraham  ;nid  their  two  sistt'rs 
■conveyevl  to  their  brotdiei'. 
G ‘orge.  the  old  iioiucstead  ami 
105  acres  and  1 10  iper.dies  of 
land,  sub)e(‘t  to  tlie  paviiient  ot 
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£‘33,  10s,  20,  of,  amiujillv  to  his 
mother  for  her  support  during 
her  natural  life.  That  George 
was  the  grandfatlier  of  George 
M.  Clemens  who  now  owns  the 
farm, 

John  Clemens,  the  oldest  of 
the  family  and  In’otlier  to  George, 
was  born  July  IT,  1770,  and  was 
not  married.  lie  built  tliat 
house  at  the  road  now  tlie  resi- 
dence of  John  C.  Moyer.  We 
have  not  been  cxble  to  find  the 
conveyance  given  him,  if  at  all 
one  had  been  given,  but  we  are 
informed  that  he  buih  that 
house  in  1800.  Eefore  it  was 
nnishod  he  had  a well-digaer 
there  who  was  blasting  in  the 
well  and  accidently  set  the 
house  on  hre  and  it  bunit  away. 
Mr.  Clemons  immediately  wa-mt 
to  work  and  rebuilt  the  house, 
but  before  it  wars  finished,  on 
March  29.  iSKk  he  died,  aged 
thirty  years,  eiglit  month:;  and 
t<i n da V s . What  'o n ^cee r i inns 

were  thmi  taken  and  wdio  set- 
tled tlie  e.^tute  I can  nor  say  at 
'present.  Neither  can  I sa}' 


whether  the  house  was  built  for 
a hotel  or  whether  it  was  after- 
ward found  appropriate  for  that 
purpose.  It  appears  that  after 
theyleath  of  IMr.  Clemens  the 
house  and  four  acres  and' 130 
perches  of  land  was  purchased 
by  one  Peter  Bush,  who  com- 
menced the  hotel  business  there. 
As  I do  not  have  the  date  of 
his  purchase,!  can  not  tell  you 
how  long  he  owned  it.  but  can 
say  that  on  March  24,  1815,  he 
and  his  '^vife,  Susanna,  conveyed 
the  same  property  to  Jacob 
Ileiser,  and  he,  after  keeping  a 
a piddic  house  there  about  .'-even 
yeai's.  died  there  in  1822. 
Letters  of  administration  on  his 
estate  were  granted  to  Jacob 
Hallman,  Cornelious  Tyson  and 
Jacol)  Fleiser.  These  adminis- 
trators sold  the  ‘‘tavern  stand,’' 
as  it  was  cailed,  to  John  Iltiiser, 
who  was  probably  a son  of  Jacob 
Heiser,  dectat'^cd.  and  gave  a 
roin'eyance  thcivi'or  (kited  April 
7,  1823.  He  owned  this  pro]s 
erty  five  years,  aial  on  Marcii 
7.  182E,  John  Heiser  and  his 
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wife,  Mary,  conveyed  this  hotel 
and  lot  of  land  to  Jacob  Fisher, 
of  Maxatawny  township,  Berks 
county.  The  latter  oTvn  d it  six 
years,  but  did  not  live  here 
long  if  he  lived  here  at  all.  It 
was  during  the  time  that  he 
owned  it  that  Samuel  E.  Hart- 
ranft,  father  of  ex-Governor 
John  F.  Hart  ran  ft,  lived  here. 

Mr.  FJsher  was  a.  resident  of 
the  borough  ofKutztown,  Berks, 
county  at  the  time  he  sold  this 
tavern.  He  and  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth, transferred  this  property' 
to  Jonathan  Floch,  of  Lower 
Salford,  April  19  1834.  The 
latter  owned  it  only'  one  vear 
when  he  and  his  wile,  Catharine, 
as  already  stated  in  a former 
sketch,  conveyed  it  to  Henry 
Lederach,  April  7,  1835.  One 
year  later,  April  1,  1836,  Honrv 
L(‘derach  and  wife,  Ann,  con- 
veyed the  same  premises  to  John 
AMerfer,  miller,  and  in  doijig 
so  closed  all  rights  ngainsl  l-e-ep- 
ing  a public  iiouse  or  hous(‘  of 
entertainment  tln‘re,  which 
made  an  end  to  the  tavern. 
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John  Alderfer  owned  this  lot 
fourteen  vears.  It  was  during 
those  years  that  a small  store 
was  kept  there.  Charles  Hen- 
dricks kept  a store  here  some 
time,  but  how  long  1 cannot 
sayv  John  xVlderfer,  bachelor, 
sold  this  lot  to  Elizabeth  Kriebel, 
for  $1200,  April  1,  1850.  She 
owned  it  perhaps  eight,  years 
and  then  sold  the  same  to  Jacob 
0.  Bergey  in  1858.  He  occu- 
pied this  place  about  nine  vears 
but  on  February  24,  1802,  this 
property  was  sold  by  Francis 
Kile,  high  sheriff,  to  Solomon 
Snyder  and  Peter  B.  Boorsc  for 
a claim  held  against  the  s.aid 
Bergey  l>y'  Stephen  Smith  and 
Stephen  Schlosser,  trading  to- 
gether as  Smith  k Schlosser. 
Snyder  and  Boorse  tlien  so’d 
the  property  to  Deborah,  wife  of 
Jacob  0.  Bergey'. 

It  a[)pears  that  several  tracts 
were  added  theri'to  during  the 
time  it  was  owiied  l>v  iler^e^' 
and  his  wife,  amounting  in  all 
to  twenty-two  acres.  It  was 
then  sold  by  Kdwin  Beyshei', 
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high  ^^heriiT  of  Montgomery 
county,  to  Peter  Kiinsperger, 
and  a conveyance  was  given 
xiated  November  IS,  1SG7.  Ten 
years  later  Peter  Hunsperger 
purchaser  yet  twenty-one  ad- 
ditioiiid  acres  from  Jacob  S. 
Groff,  and  a deed  vcas  given 
dated  March  30,  ISIS,  making  a 
iarm  of  forty- three  acres. 

He  owned  this  place  nearly 
twenty  years,  though  it  was  oc- 
cupied bv  his  son,  Abraham, 
part  of  the  time — and  sold  it 
only  this  spring,  April,  18ST,  to 
John  0.  Moyer. 

Tlie  lane  leading  to  the  resi- 
dence of  George  M.  Clemens  is 
not  where  it  was  when  his 
grandfather,  George  Clemens, 
went  in  and  out  there.  It  was 
down  that  little  strea.m  back  of 
the  barn  that  Michael  Ziegler, 
known  as  ‘‘bnioke  Mike,’'  died 
in  the  heainning  of  tins  century. 
His  wife  had  been  a daughter  ot 
Jacob  Clemens  ami  lo^  larni 
would  have  iioen  all  that  land 
included  in  the  firm  of  Anthony 
Garges  ami  the  greater  [)art  of 
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the  farm  of  Peter  Garges,  .but 
on  account  of  disobedience  to 
his  father,  as  already  stated  in 
the  sketch  of  the  Zieglers,  he 
was  given  only  that  lot  now  be- 
longing to  Henry  and  xVndrew 
Delp.  As  he  claimed  relation- 
ship with  the  Clemenses  he  went 
down  there  on  a visit,  and  in 
crossing  that  little  stream  was 
suddenly  overtaken  with  paral- 
ysis or  some  fit  of  sickness  and 
sunk  down  with  his  face  in  the 
water  and  was  drowned  or  died 
as  he  fell.  He  started  out  in 
life  with  bright  hopes  and  a rich 
wife,  but  he  became  dissolute 
and  disobedient  by  indulgence 
in  liquor,  and  here  his  wa}'ward 
caree’*  came  to  an  end. 

It  has  been  stated  tint  Abra- 
ham Clemens  at  the  time  of  liis 
death  in  1808  owned  yet  2oG 
acres  of  land.  TIu;  old'  home- 
stead with  lOo  acres  1 10  perches 
<'.f  find  in  two  tracds  was  con- 
V:‘ved  to  hi.'  son,  fTfOi-ge  Clem- 
ens, by  tIic  othiw  heirs  February 
3,  1810,  as  already  statcMl.  On 
Augu>t  P),  loll,  ibi'ty-one 
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acres  and  thiiTy-iive  perches; 
were  conveyed  to  lleiirv  Over- 
hohzer,  wdio  wais  the  fathei’-in- 
law  to  George  Clemens.  On 
the  same  day,  August  10,  1811, 
thirty-twm  acres  and  1 50  perches 
were  conveyed  to  Henry  Clem- 
ens,  father  of  Rev.  Isaac  Clem- 
ens. After  the  death  of  Henry 

*/ 

Overholtzer,  in  1829,  his  ad- 
ministrators sold  the  aforesaid 
tract  of  land  in  tw'o  tracts,  Jan- 
uai’y  23,  1830.  The  said  Henry 
C le  me  n s p Li  rc  h aseda  bo  u 1 1 we  n ty- 
four  acres  thereof,  and  the  re- 
mainder, being  seventeen  acres 
and  nineteen  perches  was  pur- 
chased by  Georire  Clemens. 
This  then  raised  liis  number  of 
acres  in  his  farm  to  122  acres 
and  129  perches. 

On  February  3,  1810,  John, 
George  and  Abraham  Clemens, 
M agd  a 1 e n a , w i fe  off  1 e n ry  C 1 e i n - 
mer,  of  Bedminster,  and  Cath- 
arine, wdfe  of  Jacob  Kul[v  of 
Hilltown,Bucks  county,  convtgy- 
ed,  by  release,  to  their  brother, 
Jacob  (.'lemens,  a messuage  and 
sc  verity- six  acres  and  100 


perches  of  land.  It  wars  the 
same  tract  and  dw'elling  which 
had  been  devised  to  his  uncle, 
Jacob,  thirty-four  years  pre- 
viously, in  177'6.  Jacob  Clem- 
ens owned  that  farm  ffteen 
years,  and  in  that  while  built 
that  house  there,  for  the  first 
house  stood  farther  down  towaird 
the  Branch  creek.  The  mes- 
suage and  thirty- five  acres  of 
the  same  farm  now'  belon^'s  to 
Augustus  Espenship.  On  April 
7,  1825,  Jacob  Clemens  and 
wife,  Susanna,  sold  their  planta- 
tion to  Heni-y  Ziegler,  for  ^1100 
or  $2933. 3^  The  latter  an  1 
his  wdfe,  Elizabeth,  sold  three 
acres  and  twenty -tw*o  perches 
to  George  Clemens,  August  10, 
1825.  Jacob  Clemens,  alter 
selling  his  firm,  I'emoved  to 
Canada.  Henry  Ziegler  owmed 
this  firm  thirty-tw'o  years,  wdien 
he  and  his  wife  sold  the  same, 
still  containing  seventy-one 
acia.'s  and  (uglity-lour  |')erclh':<. 
to  ^\dlliam  Lederach,  f>i' 
SHU9.T2,  March  31,  1857. 

After  owning  it  twenty-eight 


sketchp:s  of  lower 

vears  Mr.  Ledar.ieh  sold  the 
me.<sLiage  and  thirty -five  acres 
of  laud  to  their  son-indaw, 
Ks[)enship,  the  present  owner, 
the  remainder  of  the  land  still 
behiugs  to  Lederach. 

George  Cdeniens,  who  piir- 
(diased  his  father^s  plantation 
after  his  demise,  in  two  tracts 
of  ninety-five  acres  and  150 
perches  and  nine  acres  and  120 
perches,  in  1810,  owned  this 
farm  thirty-three  years,  but  on 
February  0,  1813,  he  died  intes- 
tate, in  hi<  f.fty-seventh  year. 
Letters  of  administration  were 
granted  on  his  estate,  to  his  two 
sons,  Henry  and  Abraham,  who 
settled  the  estate.  There  were 
eight  children,  but  as  some  of 
them  are  still  living  we  ill  not 
mention  their  names,  excepting 
dohn  0 Clemens,  the  very  suc- 
cessful and  worthy  director  of 
the  po(jr  of  this  county.  Henry 
was  the  oidi'St  son  and  had 
tlie  1‘iglit  to  take  the  farm 
at  the  appraisement.  Hut 
as  Henrv  and  Abraham 
were  brothei's  ir  so  ha]>p(.me(l 
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that  Abraham  also  wanted  some 
land,  so  they  cut  off  thirtj'-four 
and  acres  101  perches  to  the 
residence  ik'jw  owned  by  John 
Huusicker,  where  the  first  house 
had  stood  back  in  1 8 1 7 . It  ap- 
pears that  only  about  ten  acres 
were  considered  as  belonging  to 
that  messuage  formerly,  though 
it  was  all  held  to  the  plantation, 
and  in  making  the  division  those 
three  acres  purchased  from 
Henry  Ziegler  and  wife  in  1825 
were  included  in  this  tract.  As 
Abraham  wanted  this  tract,  but 
as  administrator  he  could  not 
buy  it,  it  was  purchased  for 
him  by  Christian  Bergey,  for 
§1941.08.  A conveyance  was 
granted  first  to  Bergev  and  then 
from  Bergey  and  wife  to  Abraha  m 
Clemens,  April  1,  1844.  Alter 
owning  this  farm  eleven  years 
Abraham  Clemens  and  wife, 
Mary,  sokl  the  sume.  by  that 
t i 1 n e CO n t a I n i n g t h i r ty-n  i n e ai' r es 
and  nineteen  j^erches  of  land 
with  improvements,  to  Christian 
Souder,  for  >2900,  Marcii  29, 
1 855.  Abraham  ( ’Umiens  after- 
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ward  rem')ved  to  Canada  and 
drowned  there.  Bis  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Marj- 
Nice,  with  her  children  then  re- 
turned to  her  old  friends  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  she  is  still 
living. 

Christitin  Souder  and  wife, 
Barbara,  after  owning  this  prop- 
erty two  years  sold  the  same  to 
Abraham  Benner,  for  $3100, 
April  8,  1857.  He  still  made 
money  by  the  transaction,  but 
Abraham  Benner  was  the  loser, 
f(»r  one  year  later,  March  4, 
1858,  he  and  hisWife,  Caroline, 
made  an  assignment  to  Jacob  J. 
Markley  and  Jacob  0.  Bergey, 
for  the  benefit  ol  his  creditors. 
These  assignees  sold  this  farm 
at  public  sale,  October  1,  1858, 
to  Enos  Moyer,  for  .$2085.  But 
as  Mr.  Moyer  could  not  comply 
with  the  conditions  the  said  as- 
signees on  February  4,  1850, 
sold  this  property  to  Henry 
Kriebel,  for  the  same  suni  >:t' 
money,  and  on  April  22d  ensii- 
ing  gave  a conveyance  thei^efor. 
Hcmry  Kriehei  did  not  own  this 
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farm  many  years,  but  how  long 
I cannot  say,  until  he  sold  it  to 
John  Hunsicker,  the  present 
owner.  In  later  years  several 
small  tracts  of  land  were  added 
to  this  larm. 

JOKX  CLEMENS. 

It  has  already  been  stated 
that  Gerhart  Clemens  and  wite, 
Ann,  conveyed  to  their  son, 
John,  a certain  messuage  an.l 
grist  mill  on  the  Branch  creek, 
with  a plantation  containing  151 
acres  of  land,  on  September  2d, 
1738.  Though  the  mill  was 
built  already  in  1726  and  was 
probably  run  by  their  son,  John, 
it  was  not  conveyed  to  him  - un- 
til twelve  years  later.  The 
courses  and  bound. tries  have 
also  been  given  in  previous 
article  .-md  the  names  of  adjoin- 
ing land  owners,  if  not  given, 
were  (reorge  IVeuly,  \5tlentine 
Kratz,  Dirk  Johrsmi  :uul  Jacob 
and  Abi*alinm  Clemens,  .bd.m 
Clemens  owned  tixis  \'::,lu;*ble 
[)ropei'ty  tweiity-six  years  ; but 
sv>me  time  after  tiie  death  ;)f  his 
wife  he  sold  the  whole  of  yt  to 
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Frederidi  . Aldei  ter.  3Liv  F, 
1764.  it  appears  from  tlie  dit- 
io'cnt  investdations  o4  Edvrardi 
Mathews,  of  rhe  North  Wales 
Record,  that  John  Clemens, 
aboLit  the  sjiiiie  time  he  so!d  his 
Uiiil  property  purchased  of  Eihs . 
Hugli,  in  tlie  eastern  part  of 
Gwynedd  and  partly  inHorsh  im 
townsliip,  a farm  containing  loo 
acres.  He  owned  it  only  two 
yea]  s and  then  sold  it  to  his  son, 
Garret  C’einens,  in  1766.  The 
hotter  lield  this  farm  iwenty- 
seven  vear.s,  or  until  1763,  and 
then  removed  to  Germantown.' 
Mr.  Mathews  informs  us  tiiat, 
t'no  old  iiouse  in  wiiicli  John 
v’le  mens  resided  is  still  standing, 
though  iminluibited.  It  is  a 
etirious  huiiding  partly  standing 
in  ti’e  highwa.v. 

Peter  Keyser,  tlie  distingiii.‘'ln 
ed  ['unkard  |/rea.cher,  ot  Phila- 
dielpliia  and  Germantown,  mar- 
ri<Ml  GatlnudiivO  'lenr  nis.  r*  daurdi- 

lerofGaiTo’-  rieTreiw.  who  at 
that  time  liNa-i  on  his  fa ’an  ni 
Ihisr  (Ovyne’id.  She  was  born 
?vl;iy  14,  1 770.  1 a in  iiii{)rmed 


that  she  had  a brother,  Jacob. 
How  muny  more  cliilciien  were 
in  the  familv.  or  how  manv^ 

t/  ^ 

children  were  in  her  family  i 
am  not  prepa.rodTo  .^ay.  Peter 
Keyser  died  May  21 , 1849,  aged 
eiglity-tliree  years.  Eis  wile, 
Catharine,  died  June  6.  1864, 
aged  eighty-four  yocars  and 
twenty-two  days.  They  are 
buried  in  German  town.  The 
branch  of  the  family  descending 
from  John  Clemens  might  easily 
be  hunted  up. 

It  never  was  good  for  a man 
to  be  alone,  nor  is  it  the  will  of 
God  that  it  should  be  so  : this 

also  was  the  experience  of  John 
Clemens,  and  theixdbre  to  amend 
or  improve  his  condition  in  life 
he  look  to  himself  another  wife 
in  the  iperson  of  the  widow 
?vlarkley. 

George  Markley  owned  the 
farm  now  beloiming  to  blr. 
Freeman,  near  tiie  Skiip'ack  .-ind 
noar  to  '.r\vd  '■'as  formerly 
known  as  Simemaker’s  corner, 
in  Fc.'t  Id  iKion-on  now  Skir-- 
naek  t;.'Wi:ship',.  He  nu-ie 
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his  hist  will  avA  testament 
in  writing  dated  May  10,  1702, 
and  therein  appointed  his  wife, 
Catharine,  sole  executrix,  and 
devised  all  his  estate  to  her. 
Ilis  farm  of  150  acres  he  had 
reduced  to  twenty  by  selling  off 
loO  acres.  The  messuage  and 
twenty  acres  fell  to  his  wife.  It 
appears  they  had  no  children, 
and  she  afterward  married  John 
Clemens.  Mention  has  been 
made  of  this  matter  in  one  ot 
the  first  sketches  under  the  head- 
ingof  Michael  Ziegler  in  connec- 
tion with  George  He  iff,  On 
September  IS,  1772  John  Clem- 
ens and  his  wife,  Catharine,  con- 
veyed their  sm;ill  farm  to  Ed- 
ward Updegrave,  for  £'225. 
This  is  all  1 can  tell  you  about 
John  Clemens  excepting  wiiat 
we  have  traditionary,  and  tluit 
is  that  he  sjieiit  much  of  his 
time  playing  a musica.l  instru- 
ment which  wa.s  known  among 
the  bv  riie  name  of 

zrfrr.  ihe  in.-rnniient  was 
<|uite  poipuhir  among  tiie  early 
Geru'-ans  air I vei'v  much  I'e- 
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sembled  a guitar. 

Frederick  Alderrer  owned  this 
mill  property  and  })lantation 
twelve  years,  or  from  May  5, 
1704,  until  July  1,  1770,  when 
he  sold  the  grist  mill  with  im- 
provements to  his  son,  John. 
Four  years  previous,  on  May 
20,  1772  he  had  purchased  the 
farm  containing  150  acres  from 
George  Schand'jach  and  wife, 
Sibil  la,  for  £S50.  winch  now 
belongs  to  Benjannn  Z.  Alderfer. 
This  farm  including  another 
tract  of  fifty-one  acres  in  Upper 
Salford,  FrcdL*rick  Alderfer  con- 
veved  to  his  son,  Jacob,  at  the 
same  time,  July  1,  1770.  lor 
£1050.  The  conveyance  given 
to  ilis  son,  John,  was  acknowl- 
edged before  5Jichael  (Jroll.  Mav 
20,  17b5,  and  was  witnessr‘d 
b\'  Gerhart .k'iemons  and  Jacob 
xVlderfer. 

As  these  farms,  lands  ami 
mill  still  hclnug  to  some  oi*  the 
Aldcrler  fimily  w**  \\  ill  not  have 
nuich  more  sav  anout  tlicm. 
The  diites  of  c(nive\’ances  t'rnm 
one  to  tins  • thcr  ^ve  do  net  ;i:i\-c. 
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nor  do  I consider  it  important 
in  tills  case.  The  house  on  the 
[arm  now  belonging  to  Levi  Al- 
derfer,  was  built  l\y  John  xVlder- 
ier  for  his  son,  Abraham,  in  the 
year  1 SOT,  and  the  i>arn  in  ISOS. 
T'he  farm  belonged  to  Abraham 
Alderfer  many  years  and  after 
him  to  his  son,  Jacob,  and  since 
his  demise  to  his  son.  Levi,  the 
present  owner.  In  1S65,  when 
the  barn  was  rebuilt  a man  by 
name  of  Metzger,  a German,  was 
accidently  killed  by  a portion  of 
the  old  wall  falling  upon  him. 

The  old  mill  wliich  had  stood 
ninety-.seven  years  was  taken 
down  and  rebuilt  by  John 
Alderfer  in  ISdo.  How  long 
lie  owneil  this  property  I 
cannot  say.  His  .-on,  John, 
owned  it  after  him  until 
he  was  old,  when  he  ^old  it  to 
his  brotlier,  Abra.ham’s  soil, 
Lenjamin,  who  owned  it  many 
}ears  and  then  sold  it  to  InK 
^ou-in-ia<v\  Jac'.J)  -S.  Ltr-'lf  the 
present  owner.  The  lai ter  laiilt 
an  adflition  to  the  mill  airl  <dii- 
e!-\vise  go.‘atl\'  inipinved  it.  in- 
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somuch  that  it  is  now  one  of  the 
best  mills  in  the  country.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  millers  in 
these  parts  to  add  steam  to  his 
water  power  to  ficilitate  the 
business. 

HANS  MICHAEL  WAULY. 

The  farm  belonging  to  Ben- 
jamin Z.  Alderfer  inclmling  also 
the  farm  recently  belonging  to 
Cliristian  M.  Allebacli  was  orig- 
inally all  included  in  the  great 
tract  purchased  by  Gerhart 
Clemens.  On  January  30, 
1736,  it  was  conveyed  Ire  the 
latter  and  his  wife  to  George 
IVagloy.  But  it  api'icars  prob- 
able from  several  circumstances 
that  tiie  land  had  been  purchas- 
ed several  years  previous  by 
Hans  Micliael  Mhigly  and  that 
pa\;ment  was  made  by  anmril 
(‘iistallments.  The  [>rice  paid 
for  it  was  very  low  in  (amipari- 
.-ou  to  other  tracts.  It  was  LTJ 
acres  foi*  t*’)0  in  mouoy  : whon 
at  tla'  same  daw  Jaiiuaiy  Eig 
I 736,  iifry-tiji-vs.'  amas  riae 
(••  iiiwAa'd  to  \ alentiue  kraf,:. 
lor  t'o‘).  ])\*  t'eibrrniLr  tlic 


i.,jL»-^.i«^f^  c :;■  ;-t, ' te*i  a-'-ha  ,.. 

, H.»fa»VI<»'^.:t**Jsf'»^**  ;.,„^,„,1  Bill  t».™<-*H  ■’ 
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tax  Eci:  of  j 7S4  a'c  rinc  in  I- 
fbrd  the  name  of  Kane  nlicliael 
Uapfly  rated  oti  100 acres;  and 
m the  ceaiveyjsnce  gKeii  by 
Gerhart  Clemens  and  ivhe  to 
W llHamGergesin  1730,  the  hind 
on  rli  eone  dde  is  not  bounded  by 
land  of  George  Wagly,  but  of 
Michael  Magly.  From  these 
several  circumstances  it  wourl 
appear  as  if  the  land  had  been 
purchased  by  Olichael  Wagly 
Korn  Gerhart  Clemens  perhaps 
aseaudy  as  1720  in  consideration 
<U  the  low  price  paid  for  it.  but 
that  the  conveyance  was  then 
m?ide  to  George  IVagley.  Ger- 
hart Clemens  in  hl^notes  has  the 
folk'wing  entr'v  /‘’Anno  1723, 
November  15,  I Gerhart  Clem- 
ens bonglit  from  Hans  Michael 
Wagly  a mare  with  a young 
colt  tor  £5.”  It  is  i.'Ossible  that 
lie  then  already  lived  at  that 
place.  George  IVagly  owned 
this  tarm  tw“uty-th;‘ee  years, 
but  on  AeeuH  2 t,  1750,  [le  and 
his  wde,  5h  r jirev,  cenvoyed 
this  ]?ropert3p  s<>  h'Catjh 

!')  Gc(jige  t chambach,  fn  €i5t-. 
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It  oul  l appear  as  if  George 
Wag.y  had  been  quite  siicocss- 
ful  during  the  time  lie  lived 
here,  for  in  pursuance  of  a war- 
rant dated  OcL)ber  20,  1742, 
there  was  surveyed  to  George 
Wighu  who  hy  mistake  was 
called  John  Geor'^e  Weiaer  a 
tract  of  land  containing  litly- 
one  acres  in  Upper  Salford, 
vAiich  was  coniirmed  bv  a pat- 
ent dated  November  3,  1743,  in 
the  seventeenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Georu'c  the  second. 
This  tract,  by  ;ill  a.ppea ranee, 
wa,8  located  westward  from  Sal- 
fordvllle,  tind  was  tlieii  boiimled 
hy  laiiils  oi  George  ohigon  ua 
Isaac  Klein,  John  Ahumnerand 
John  Gem'ge  lW.‘iaer.  This 
shows  us  that  Oolin  Isaac'  Klein, 
of  Avhom  v;e  laid  much  to  sa^'  in 
Hist<jr3'  ot  Harhp'svhie,  also 
owned  rlie  Klein  |ua>pert\'  at 
tliat  nlaa^>  ct  that  time  alreadv. 

L • 

tor  tho -e  -ffdns  a?’e  a lu'aneh  :)f 
(he  I-  "iby . in  1 7 72  die 

>inieti:u  t a as  owen'l'd  l)_v  laiuls 
^>f»b‘llli  L'l-a',1.  Oih'odoi’t'  *2i\- 
e!‘,  Heiii'y  [v  3 er  an  1 Kr.  Klein. 
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When,  therefore,  George  Wegly 
sold  his  farm  to  George  Scham- 
bach,  he  also  sold  to  him  the 
tract  in  Upper  S^rlford,  but  by  a 
separate  conveyance.  What 
afterward  became  of  these  Wag- 
lys  or  Wegl^s,  or  whether  the 
name  has  been  changed  to 
Fagly  or  Fegly,  I can  not  say. 

George  Shambach  owned  this 
farm  thirteen  years  and  then 
drifted  down  to  Towamencin. 
On  May  2G,  1772,  he  and  his 
wife, Sibilla,  conveyed  their  hirm 
still  1‘epi'esented  as  159  acres  to 
Frederick  Alderfer,  for  i.*S50, 
The  ti'act  in  Upper  Salford  was 
also  conveyed  to  him,  though 
seperately,  at  the  same  time. 
We  ought  perhaps  to  say  some- 
thing of  the  bounds  of  the  main 
farm.  From  a corner  of  Valen- 
tine Kratz’s  land  the  line  run 
southwest  along  the  same  and 
William  Gerges'  land  244 
perches,  not  over  to  the  fi)ad  by 
forty  or  liity  perches,  fc>r  more 
recently  Michael  Alderfer  pur- 
chased a strip  of  live  acres  ad- 
ditional along  the  road  from  the 


Garges’  estate — from  the  point 
last  mentioned  the  line  extend- 
ed southeast  along  the  same  and 
Hans  Ulrich  Bergey’s  land  100 
perches  to  a corner  of  Gei’iiart 
Clemens’  land  ; then  by  the 
same  northeast  114  perches  to 
the  Branch  creek,  then  up  the 
same  by  several  courses  130 
perches  to  a hickory  tree  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  said  stream; 
then  from  the  said  tree  north- 
vvest  eighty-two  perches  to  the 
place  of  beginning.  The  same 
bounds  continued  the  same  for 
over  a century. 

From  1772  to  the  present 
time  this  has  been  an  Alderfer 
farm — 115  years — and  the  pros- 
pects are  now  for  at  least  an- 
other half  centurv  of  the  same 
nominal  ownership.  Frederick 
Alderfer  owned  this  farm  only 
four  years,  and  then  sold  it  to 
tiis  oldest  son,  Jacob,  for  whom 
the  farm  had  been  purchased. 
Tlie  iifiy-one  acre  tract  in  Up- 
per Salford  was  this  time  in- 
cluded in  the  sarni'  conveyance 
dated  July  1 , 177<»,and  d<-scnbed 
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in  two  :<ener<ite  triicts.  The 
price,  paid  was  £1050.  After 
owning  this  firm  sixteen  years 
Jacob  Alderfer.  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  sold  the  same  to 
Benj^ittiin  Alderfer,  his  nephew 
A pr i 1 ,.'1792.  . J iicoU  v t hen  re- 
jnoved.  down  to  the  . 'Little 
Branch  on  -the  farm  which  he 
had'  purcha.^ed  iVoni  Gabriel 
Shuler,  as  stated  in  the  sketch 
of  the  hitter.  lienjamin  Alder- 
tTr  lived  here  until  .'  IS  10  anil 
then  died  here.-  lie  made Gi is 
will  dated  February  22,  1834, 
;ind  tlierein  appointed  his  son, 
Micliael,  and  his  1 son-iurlaw, 
Isaac  Kratz,  to  be  thti executors. 
Michael  received  tlu)  farm  which 
he  owned  many  years  :in-d  ti-en 
transferred  it  to  his  son,  Benja- 
mm  Z.,  the  present  owner. 
This  firm  is  heautiiully  ioeateil, 
has  excellent  bniidings,  is  well 
snppheil  wdth  water  and  exten- 
sive meadows  while  the  land  is  in 
a liieli  state  of  enltivaOon,  widen 
maites  n one  r,l  tiiV  inu.'-t  and 
nmst  valuable  farms  in  the  town- 
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.lOKX  WILLIAM  GEROLS. 

Vie  wdll  say  in  the  out -d  irt  of 
this  sketch  that  we  are  greatly 
indebted  to  Mr.  Vvilliam  Gamg.es, 
of  Salibnlville,  for;  much  inter- 
est! nu  matter  contained  in  this 
sketclnG  He  havin.u  become  dn- 
terested  in  the  hisUnw  of  his 
ibrefi tilers  h.is  cobected  consid- 
erable- material  reLatii'e  to  the 
history  of  the -famhy.  Vfe  iind 
the  name  wiriomly  -written,  as 
Gercas,  Garoa>.  aiorgCiS,  Gerkis 
mnd  Georgens.  o There  is  the 
maine  of  people  in  this  county 
.written  Garrigus.  which  vin’v 
.probably  is  also  a,  branch  of  the 
mmily 

John  'Jdlliarn  Gergas  was  .a 
• native  (d  8ruderbry,  a smirll  un- 
noted })!ace  in  the  Dutchev  of 
Berg,  in  A’e,' tphalia,  where  he 
was  born  in  the  year  170  L 
'Alter-  he  fad  grown  u[)  and  '.vas 
married  he  r.onciuiled  to  enuL- 
. grate  t(;  Aimeiea  witli  ids  wif.' 
and  ' li'ld,  and  tie  n appiu‘d 
the  prepm  oiiicial  ibr  a iia^.gi<  el 
or  certuicate  of  M-avid  r ^ ik.'nn- 
syivjtnia.  whicii  ^va^  greutiMl. 


■j  ‘ 
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it  Wcis  writt-en  in  Cerii:an  in 
sach.a  nourishing  style  that  it 
crni  not  J)e  easily  read,  but  it 
ainoiints  in  ,sabstaiice  to  the  iul- 
l{)wing  in  English  ; -'After  John 
JVilliam  Georgens,  until  now  a 
subject  at  Studerbry  in  this 
country  under  Hock  juris- 

diction, represented  that  he  was 
willing to  emigrate  with  his 
wife  and  child  to  Penr.syl vania 
and  to  settle  down  there  in 
obLudence:  praying-  us  for  a. 

Christian  testimonial,- or  certifi- 
cate of  bis  good  behavior,  we 
therefi;re  accordingly  camply 
.with  tne  same  and  at  ihe  same 
time  recommend  that  in  acc«n-d- 
ance  with  all  conditions  of  pro- 
priety all  diligence  be  given 
to  render  all  possible  assistance 
to  John  William  Gemgens  on 
his  j)n.»posed  journey,  whicii 
under  similar  and  tCiier  circur.n- 
stanees  we  ;ire  in  duty  bouiui,  to 
do.  Given  under  ti-e  cu^tcnnai'Y 
signatuT'c  and  ngravel  seal, 

' ee/c.b//  /f/rO/'g' C I huEiitnun 
tiie  ] ihii  of  April,  Wol . Idoch- 
gral!  L'duinger,  Ilai’deuhr,  Cant- 


zley. 

Durkheim  is  a town  in  the 
-Palatinate  of  .the  Pvhine.  On 
the  great  red. seal  which  is.about 
two  inches  in  diameter,  en- 
graved in  an  ellipse  near  the 
outer  edge,  in  small  Latin  capi- 
tals, is  the  following  : A' -Goca 
Graff  Lrhiiag^r,  Ha/  Iml/urg, 
CanG,  There  is  an- 

other small,  apparentlv  insig- 
nificant red  seal  with  sernited 
edge  on  the  outside  of  tine  sheet 
containing  the  passport.  Hard- 
enburg  in  Vfestphaha  is  an  in- 
land town  of  some  little  note 
thirteen  miles  from  D^usseldorf, 
which  is  located  on  the  Dussel 
river  near  its  coufiuence  witri 
the  Rhine. 

As  Ahiliam  Gargas  was 
among  the  number  liere  referred, 
to,  we  4u;.)te  the  following  frian 
Fvupp's  -‘Tiiirty  Thousand 
Ahimos.”  pc.ge  fiT  : -TVhile  tiie 
syiiv/d  o:  Soiitl:  Holland  was  in 
so.^sii)ii  in  port,  ITdl  sOu  -.vhi'il 
Paiaduc-  passed  th’-ough  fOo 
vfice  to  ta!o,‘  sh:])  at 
ior  Arne.  ica.  dh:ev 


-vore 
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itecl  bv  the  whole  synod  in  a 
body  and  were  famished  by 
them  with  provisions  and  medi- 
cines. After  Christian  exhorta- 
tion, prayer  and  singing,  they 
were  dismissed 'with  the  assur- 
ance that  they  might  relv  on  the 
church  of  Holland  for  support  in 
their  new  abode.’’ 

By  all  appearance  William 
Garge^  and  wife  must  have  had 
a long  and  wearisome  journey, 
for  it  WMS  not  before  the  2 1st  of 
September,  ITol,  about  five 
months  after  obtaining  his  pass- 
port, that  they  arrived  in  Phila- 
delphia in  the  ship  Britania,  an 
English  vessel,  of  London,  from 
Rotterdam,  wdth  Captain 
Michael  Franklin.  For  several 
years  after  the  arrival  we  do  not 
hear  an}  thing  of  them  until  we 
find  them  settling  down  near  a 
spring  of  lasting  water  on  a tract 
of  land  belonging  to  Jacob  En- 
ger,  of  Salford,  where  John 
Wasser  now  lives.  lie  then 
purchased  an  adjacent  tract  from 
Gerhart  Clemens  vv'hich  by 
motesand  boundscontained  sixt v 
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acres. 

This  tract  for  which  he  re- 
ceived a conveyance  from  Ger- 
hart Clemens  and  wife,  April  3, 
1735,  is  represented  as  only 
fifty-three  acres,  and  was_  pur- 
chased for  £4:0.  Not  satisfiefi 
with  a small  tract  he  purchased 
from  Jacob  Engar  and  wife, 
Ann,  100  acres  more  for  w‘hich 
he  received  a conveyance  dated 
April  5,  1735.  This  land  still 
belongs  to  the  Gergas  family. 
The  sum -paid  for  it  was  -£80. 
PToni  the  conveyance  here  given 
we  learn  an  important  matter 
in  regard  to  tlie  settlement  or 
purchase  of  Hans  Ulrich  Bergey 
where  William  Wendler  now' 
lives  ; though  lie  is  only  called 
John  Ulrich,  tlie  same  as  in  the 
conveyance  in  the  Bergey  fam- 
ily. This  conveyance  recites 
that  the  said  lOOacres  are  part  of 
a tract  of  250  acres  of  land,  situ- 
ated on  the  Perkeawnning  creek, 
which  Hugh  Hoberts,  of  the  city 
of  Philadel})hia,  cooper,  a fid 
Rachael,  his  wife,  by  certain 
indentures  lease  and  release 
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diited  Mai-cli-lG-  1 <20.  did  o-raiit 

o 

to  John  Ulrich  and  that  two 
yecar>  later  the  sai<lJohn  Ulrich 
and  Mary,  hi.'^  wife,  1)V  their  in- 
denturedated  Jannarv  2<h  1728, 
granted  to  Jacolj  linger  the  said 
100  acres,  wliidi  the  latter  and 
wife  granted  to  William  Gergas 
April  d,  17o5,  This  tract  ovas 
rectangular  in  .-hape  extending 
141  perches  along  Hans  Ulrich 
Bergey’s  land  and  118  perches 
along  Gerhart  Clemens’  land. 
On  the  two  other  sides  the  land 
Wfis  called  vacant  land  then  yet. 
r>y  reference  to  the  taxlist  of 
ly'^4  we  rind  the  name  of  Hans 
l^lricli  Bergev  in  Sadtord.  hut  it 
is  written  Hans  \\\:»o]yberge, 
and  the  name  Jacob  Fmger  is 
Jac(jh  Ingress.  Such  mistakes 
they  tlien  made  in  writing  names 
that  they  are  hardly  known  at 
this  day.  Tiiis  settle.'  the  mat- 
ter in  regard  to  the  time  of  Hans 
Ulrich  f)eraev’>  pui'clmse  heiiig 
in  1720,  and  m-t  in  1710  as 
.■^raOed  in  the  coiixeyance  in  the 
findlv,  where  rlie  date  undouhr- 
edly  liiis  been  ait  u’ed,  aj.d  rids 


seemed  to  me  the  only  pla<ie  to 
correct  the  mistake. 

In  the  passport  of  William 
Gergas  his  wife  and  child  are 
mentioned  ; this  child,  it  ap- 
pears, must  have  died,  and  per- 
haps one  or  more  besides  yet, 
for  Conrad  was  the  oldest  of 
those  living,  and  he  was  born 
February  10,  1735.  There 

were  eight  children  livingnamed 
Conrad,  Ann  Mary,  William, 
Abraham,  Henry,  George,  Jacob 
and  Salome.  Their  father,  J. 
Mdlbam  Gergas,  died  in  1752, 
in  liis  foi‘ty-ninth  year.  He 
must  have  died  near  the  end  of 
the  year,  heca,u>e  we  Fin'l  that 
Christian  Sehneirleig  of  Marl- 
borough township,  made  an 
oversign  men  t as  it  is  called, 
which  appears  to  he  eruiivelant 
to  an  assignment  of  all  his  real 
estate  consisting  t.f  a farm  con- 
taining forty-two  acres — to 
William  Gm'gas.  Nd.ivemhiu'  28, 
1752.  But  as  he  dde<l  soon  af- 
terward, tli(‘  assignment  mii't 
have  h(a*n  transferred  t«<  .some 
(Uher  person. 
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William  Gergas  had  a .^ister, 
Elizabeth,  whu  came  from  Ger- 
many and  died  here,  June  27, 
1703.  Her  age  is  not  known. 
She  is  buried  at  tlie  Gosehen- 
ho])pen  cbureh, where  the  greater 
part  of  her  brother,  William’, s 
family  is  buried.  After  the 

death  of  J.  William  Gergas  his 
widow,  Margaret  Gergas  run  the 
tarm  yet  twelve  years  when  she 
also  dieil.  AG  have  much  ma- 
terial on  hand  relative  to  those 
twelve  eventful  years,  ►'fhe  c.p- 
pears  to  have  I'een  a pretty 
slirewd  manager.  Her  son. 

George  Gergas,  was  an  inn-hold- 
er, in  Marii^orongh  townsldp. 
where  lie  owned  Hi  ;ieres  of 
iand,  now  l^elonging  to  Ames 
Aliebach.  He  l)ecanie  involvefi 
in  debt  and  the  sheriff  seized  jo.id 
sold  his  farm,  hut  his  motheie 
Margaret  Gergas,  bnuglit  it  at 
.“-heriir  sale  for  [dm.  it  is  said 
this -gave  occasion  for  the  tarm 
whore  the\'  iivod  to  h<‘  sold  hv 
the  sherllf.  i must  acknowl- 
edge that  1 do  not  exactly  un- 
derstand. hoNv  it  was.  but  nn-ler- 
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stall  ! phiin  enough  that  thyir 
hirm  was  sold  by  the  slieriff 
and  that  she  was  the  purchaser. 
It  appears  there  was  a debt  of 
.£‘200  on  the  farm  and  then 
John  Vdister  brought  yet  a claim 
of  G2s  and  bd  against  them 
whicli  [aroha.blv  wa.s  the  expen.se. 
First  a writ  of  fieri  fifcias  was 
granted  to  the  Sheritf,  James 
Coiiltes,  for  the  city  and  county 
of  Pldfidelpliia.  hut  as  he  difl 
not  collect  the  claim,  a certain 
other  writ  of  venditioni  eipenuf^ 
was  issued  by  the  court  of  Phil- 
adelplda.  dated  J'lne  b.  17o8. 
when  after  dn  ‘ notice  had  been 
gix'cn,  tho  farm  was  sold  ;ir  pnh- 
iic  sale,  September  b,  17bS,  to 
Ma  rg  a i'ct  Gerg;is  for  t'22~). 
She  made  moimy  by  the  -(>jx‘ra- 
tion  by  buying  a debt  of  £2i)3. 


2s,  bd. 

, for  £22b,  thus  c 

lea 

Lid  ng 

£3S  .1 

T SI'H.33.  She 

then 

gave  a 

mortgage  to  .b>hn 
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isteu' 

for  the 

' h;i!au(‘e,  whic-h  si 

i(- 
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^iniiod 
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was  dated  Fc'brnary 

1 3, 

I7bb. 

tiiat  her  tlire(‘  cb 

ill 

Iren, 
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William,  Abraham  and  Ann 
Mai‘3’  should  koep  Imiise together 
with  her  estate  yet-  two  years 
after  the  1st  of  April,  ITbo,  or 
until  April  1,  17(17. 

She  died  March  1^5,  17G5,  and 
is  buried  by  side  of  her  husband 
at  tile  Goshenhoppen  church. 
She  directed  in  her  will  .that 
those  three  children  already 
named  should  work  together 
those  two  years  and  cancel  the 
mortgage  which  she  iiad  given 
to  John  Wister  in  order  to  give 
a clear  title  to  the  property. 
[>y  the  1st  of  Api‘ih  1707,  they 
were  to  make  public  sale  f )r  all 
her  real  and  persmial  pro[)crty 
which,  however,  they  flid,  March 
b,  1767.  But  ill  (rise  those 
three  children  refused  to  keep 
house  together  thcyv  were  to  sell 
the  ])ropertv  immediately  after 
her  death.  Slie  gave  toA\  illiam 
fdO,  to  Abraham  £26  and  to 
Mary  £16.  all  in  advanco  for 
iiieir  obiMiienci'  to  her  and  m 
easv'  they  uofuid  ]vee[i  hon-<i*  to- 
g(‘t)ier  as  diriaUed.  AhUiain  was 
t<)  have  £20  and,  Ahraham  rovl 
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Mary  each  £15  more  in  advance. 
But  in  case  aiyv  one  of  the  three 
would  refuse  to  keep  house  as 
directed,  he  or  slie  wa-s  not  to 
have  any  of  the  advance  money 
for  house  keeping.  After  tlieso 
sums  wwnv  deducted  in  advance 
the  remainder  of  tlie  estate  was 
to  be  equally  divided  among  her 
six  children,  namely,  Conrad. 
xVnn  Mary.  William,  Abraham, 
Henry  and  Salome,  Her  two 
sons,  George  mid  Jacob,  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  will.  The 
farm,  after  it  was  sold,  was  to  he 
paid  for  l)y  aiuma.1  installments 
in  such  a way  that  one  child  I'o- 
(xdved  Ids  full  share  edter  the 
other  :iial  that  when  the  proper- 
ty was  paid  for  th(‘  heirs  all  had 
their  full  shares.  At  the  time 
of  making  her  will  lier  oldest 
son.  Conrad,  was  a.  ncsident  of 
Freilerick  comity,  Md..  and  she 
had  lent  liim  £87,  which,  with 
the  interest,  was  to  Iw'  p>ai-r  of  his 
"dare.  Her  will  was  pro\-ui 
Mav  7th.  1766,  •md  Wiri;]u. 
and  Aluaham  were  tiie  •e'^oeu- 

^o)\S. 
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Ti  e conc'i  ion?'  of  ]>ii];]ic  sr  e 
Ibr  the  r il  estate  ot  }>h  garet 
Gergas,  deceased,  held  Mr  ch  0, 
1707^  were  such  that  on  or  be- 
ibi'e  May  27th,  the  ]hii  chaser 
was  to  pay  £200  lawLli!  money, 
a n d a ( to r t i i a t ' in  i a 1 £ 1 0 (.)  u n 

May  27th,  un  d Oieudl  purchase 
money  was  paid.  Tije  fai'in 
brouo;ht  ..v'OO.  Mhl'iain  was 

the  pir  chaser.  T-iei'*  oldest 

son,  Conrad,  signed  the  release 
May  24,  17G9.  ] c is  very  much 

like  an  iudeinniiying  bond, 
wherein  he  acknovvdedged  that 
he  received  his  lall  share  in  the 
sum  of  £'1S2,  13s,  Od  and  of. 
At  tliat  tune  he  Mid  lived  in 
Frcfierick  c M’uty.  3iu.  On  Auril 
9,  1770,  Abraham  Gergas,  one 
of  the  execu’ors,  and  Ids  ^\ife, 
Elizabeth,  gave  f ouveyance  to 
his  bro  ler,  WbiOi;-  a.  for  the 
farm  si  ;U  reprcsente  1 as  con- 
taining lo3  acies.  Ey  that  time 
all  the  heirs  had  signed  e ndease, 
except  Jacob,  who  was  not  mar- 
ried, and  diid  two  vears  later. 
The  oldest  «on,  ('ourab  wa=^ 
mtiri’icd  to  a daughttn’ of  ( hange 


S r rJaaugh,  wl'o,  as  you  will 
rccolKcct  I’v-d  'where  Eenjainin 
Z.  Ahlerfer  now  lives.  His 

he  died  in  Maryland.  After- 
ward he  I’eturiied  and  married 
a second  I'me.  lbs  second  with 
was  a widow.  They  then  liverl 
on  the  Tidge  lo:  1.  in  Upper 
SaTord,  where  George  Beltz  now 
^Aes;  but:  anvard  1 ht  the 

fa -an  in  Lower  d ford,  where 
Solomon  Wasser  lives;  and  liv^-d 
there  many  yea:  s,  and  f lally 
died  there  January  10,  1810. 

It  was  during  One  time  tiiat 
they  lived  there  tiiat  an  lilsh 
woman,  a pauper,  laid  in  witli 
the!!!,  as  appears  r.  om  the  town- 
sbi]»  !)()ok  of  Lower  SaUbrd, 
winch  can  be  s eii  in  the  library 
of  Abraiiani  II.  Gas.^el.  Tlte 
statement  of  t!ie  matter  is  as 
follows  : 

Tl'is  is  to  cortiU'  rourad  Goikes 

i'a<  cii'ia',td  ! » l.Oi  II  a v>'i'  woman  that 
Ir  s thrown  lim-fir'  on  I’c  t<>wns!iin  ot 
Lower  Sulto.’il  l‘>  (•  r'  e -puee  *'1'  tonr  weeks 
after  her  lyhi't  i an-!  is  to  li.ive  sl'i  Cor 
pio\  i.’hi't  e\v  I y II' ressary  ]>id\  isioii  that 
shoiiM  lie  U oi",hl  iH'rv  y for  a p<“ison 
in  hi.  r roiiUii  ioii.  liul  is  P»  say.  that  Im. 

1 1 sa h 1 ( 'onr.'  t < o-rlo  is  t o ki't  ] • her  i r.  nn 
the  'LnI'  1:'\  . inly.  A tl , until  lo.ii-  w . ek-. 

ai'ter  h.  r l«hi'-,  ■ or  Uo  io  h,  !,  as  wilnos 

in V h 'll i ' ■ > I'l  h ■ iu^iaut.  .liC\. 

isoi.  ( w.N idV  1)  (M-:ia'rA>.' 

W'rr ',•!:>>  vr: 

t o or  :r  I ley.li  i<  k 
L'l  ei  iei  ir  k .\  lUa'i  iv-r. 
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Lo\V!,i:  Sau'o'jd.  } 

Xovemi).  r il.  l^»)l . > 
luH'-Mved  i>y  tla.:  li  inds  oT  Fiv<lui'ick  Al- 
di  ridr.  < iiu' of  tIk*  ov(  rs  oi' the  ixioi'  id’ 
the  township  ahove  ."ahl  du‘  the  kei:[)iiiL:' of 
a fciTain  Sai'ali  ^irMathers,  a panpi-r.  tlu* 
^iiin  (if  six  pounds,  it  liciji”-  the  full  r>atis- 
faetiou  for  me  foj'  ket  jiiiiy  of  the  saidjiau- 
per  duriiiy  her  ehiidhed  and  the  time  I 
kept  li(.‘r  at  my  house. 

1 sav  rei-eived  hv  me. 

•sld.  “ COXRAn  (tEUGAS. 

The  overseers  of  the  township  of  Whd- 
[lain  to  the  overseers  of  the  tlu' township 
ot'  Low  er  Saltord.  Dr. 
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.^on,  Isnac,  and  his  Jesceirld  uis 
are  .still  living.  The  other 
(laughter  married  a man  by 
ntnne  ot*  Snyder,  in  Towamen- 
ciii. 

Conrad  Cxergas  died  .Tantmry 
10,  1 8 1 G . aged  eighty-oi  le  yea  rs 
and  fodir  months.  His  wife,  M;ir- 
garet,  survived  him  yet  until 
June  l!4,  18G>G.  During  tliose 
twenty  years  his  unsettled  es- 
tate was  in  the  hands  of  Benja- 
min Reiff,  Es([.  The  amount 
of  his  estate  was  $2_!ol.83.  The 
age  of  Margaret  Gergas  wa.^ 
ninety  one  ytairs  and  eie\’en 
months.  They  are  buried  at 
Wentz’s  chureh.  At  the  funeu'ai 
the  Rev.  Frederiek  l^dlliam 
\’on  der  Sehiotte,  Ji’.,  ot  the 
Gos(.*ln*uho|)|Km  (diurdi  oiheiat- 
ed. 

saw  a statement  some- 
where niving  an  account  of  the 
settleiiamt  of  t !d‘ estate  of  ( 'on- 
1‘ad  Gunge."  by  Bimjamin  Red]*, 
in  i:iid  stated  tip.'  matter 

so  in  cicin  I’tion  with  riie  i-nan 
ol  vN)lom<*n  R Cis'-er,  muU'r  tii<' 
}p*ad  of  John  \ incent  .Mver. 
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But  Mr.  Wiiliiim  Gerga^  has  a 
manuscript  giving  the  date  or' 
the  death  of  Margaret  Ga.rges  in 
1836,  as  above  stated. 

Ann  Mai‘4',  the  second  child 
of  IVilliam  and  Margaret  Gergas, 
born  M;iy  6,  1740,  married  John 
lliltebeitel,  of  Frederick  town- 
ship, and  left  some  ciiiklren. 
They  owned  a farm  in  the  afore- 
said township  not  far  from 
Ziegler’s  mill.  See  died  De- 
cember 10,  ISlo,  aged  seventy- 
Hve  years,  seven  montlis  and 
five  days,  lie  dietl  Mr.rch  4. 
1817,  aged  eighty-one  \-cars 
seven  months  and  two  ririVs. 

William,  the  thiivl  (ddld  of 
William  and  Margaret  (iergas, 
born  August  2*4,  1742.  m:) riled 
Jacobina  Achenbach,  thou  di  hm- 
name  on  her  marriage  ecn-tilicate 
is  Phiiij)ina,  as  the  following 
will  si  low  : 

Lectotu  ]>f.n i:v!  )fj > S.\ r.r'rr.>f. 

I i\o  (‘utity  rliar  Orriii-s, 

er  SaU'ortl  leiilad.-lyin  i o'lmrv. 

evclu'lor.  au.l  Piuie^>iua  Achc:ii>acli.  t>i 
si'in>t.  r.  wlt.;  l.iw- 
ruHy  iointai  toF**’ k-'.  r in  hoi v ' matrinmuy 
this  third  (lay  >m  r,  in  t!u>  \(>ar 

i‘t'  oiii'  Ijord  o:a-  r.hon.s;ind  >('v,ai  I’.ivi- 
drod  and  s“v  ont;.  -ayht. 

Oi,  ca  in  ' Knanau:  ov;  n low  n>hio,  Fiaia 
d^'H  hi;i  .-oaiav. 

'•VitiU'.'^s  niv  hand  .in'isoal. 

MirHAHih  s(  ifih  x'rTi:;:. 

Millistrr  of  t iu.  ( 


Vvdlliam  Garges  lived  on  the 
old  homestead  where  John  lYas- 
ser  now  lives.  The  second 
house  built  on  that  farm  was 
erected  in  1741  and  stofrd  until 
1843,  ninety  nine  years.  The 
other  bui’dings  where  Henry 
Gergas  lives  are  of  recent  erec- 
tion. IVihiam  and  Jacobina 
Gergas  liad  four  children  named 
Abi’aham,  V»  i/iianr,  J(4in  tmd 
Jacob.  William  Gergas  did  iKit 
live  to  be  old.  lie  made  his  will 
Novendxn  ISth,  1793,  and 
tlierein  appointed  his  brother, 
Abraham,  to  }>e  His  executor. 
He  died  February  22,  1704, 
aged  ffty-two  years  and  si.x 
months.  He  ordered  in  Ids  will 
that  his  wile,  Jacobina,  should 
i<ee[)  house  with  his  estate  until 
his  oldest  son.  Abraham  would 
arriw‘  at  lawful  tigtg  then  t'he 
farm  was  to  hr*  a|ipraised  by  six 
men,  wlio  reported  its  va<lu(\ 
March  8,  1803,at  f2b00;  whi(4i 
was  accepted  b\-  his  two  -ons. 
Abraham  aud  Udlliam,  togf'taer. 

Abraham,  the  fourth  clidd  of 
IVilliam  anti  |■•^argaret  Gergas, 
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married  Elizabeth,  a daughter  of, 
George  Ziegler,  of  Upper  Sal- 
ford, near  Tvlersporf.  Thev 
lived  in  Perkiomen  towri>^hip, 
near  Skippack  ville,  where  Ilenrv 
Swartley  now  lives.  They  had 
no  issue.  He  died  October  4, 
1812,  aged  al)out  sixty-eight 
>ears.  But  Ids  wife,  Elizabeth, 
who  was  blnid  a number  of 
yearvS  in  her  old  age,  survived 
him  until  July  10,  ISoO,  when 
slid  died,  aged  eighty  years  six 
months  and  seven  days.  They 
are  buried  at  the  Goshenhoppen 
(dill  rein 

llonr}',  the  fifth  child  of 
^Villiam  and  Marearet  Garges, 
married  Salome,  daughter  of 
Hr. ns  Ulrich  Bergey.  She  was 
•trilled  Sally  in  the  rele‘ase  and 
most  likely  generally  went  by 
tliat  name,  but  on  her  gravestone 
she-  is  called  Sar:dn  But  that  is 
nearU'  simiiar  to  Phili[)ina  be- 
ir.g  calh.Ml  Jaeolfuia.  Tliey  re- 
moved  t<»  H( I V town  to\rnshio 
and  :<re  bu.rie<l  in  the  Menuonite 
C(.u)ietery  ne;ir  that  borough. 
Tliey  had  four  chiMrmn  two 
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sons  and  two  daughters  ; one  of 
them  married  a Moyer  and  the 
other  a.  Geil.  Henry  Gergas 
born  February  27,  1747  died 
February  27,  1798,*  aged  fifty- 
nme  years.  His  wife,  Sarah,  or 
Salome,  born  August  31,  1733, 
died  April  22,  1833,  aged 

seventy-nine  years,  eight  montlis 
and  twent\'-two  days. 

Creorgig  the  sixth  son  of  ^\dll- 
iarn  and  Margaret  Garges,  lived 
in  Marlborough  township,  where 
he  kept  a hotel  near  Greenlane. 
Who  his  wife  was  is  not  known, 
though  it  i.''  known  tluit  they 
had  children.  Ih'  died  Decem- 
ber 22,  1709.  He  is  buried  at 
the  Gosh(ui}'.op[)en  church. 

Jaejob,  the  sewnth  in  the  fam- 
ily of  \WllirLm  and  Margaret 
Gerga.s,  was  never  married  he 
died  in  1778,  and  is  buried  at 
the  Goshenho[)pen  (diurcli. 

Salom(‘  tlu'  youngest  in  the. 
fa  mil \ of  William  and  Marg.inH 
Gergas,  maneed  Abraliaju  Be* - 
gey.  44i“\  lured  m Liuionciv 
township,  where  tliev  owm'd  a 
!arg(-  farm  (*onfaming  20H  acres. 
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k^’he  diol  Xoveiid>er  20.  17S2. 
Thev  nre  Ijiiried  at  Keidy’s 
church. 

Abrahiiin  and  William  Geryas 
()1  the  (Idl'd  yciieratinn  rccen'cd 
t h e i r 1 'a  t li  e r ’ p 1 a.  n t a t i 01  ui  t £ 2 i j 0 f ) 
or  8add2)  3-d  the  price  it  wa.s 
valued  at  hv  six  men  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dirt'ctions  yiveu 
in  their  lathe i‘’s  will.  Tliey 
owuel  this  (arm  together  in 
common  eleven  years,  hut  en 
P'ehruaiw  0,  1814,  they  di\  ided 
Hie  farm,  and  ehraham  Geryas 
and  his  wife,  Elizalx'tli,  (‘on vey- 
ed  to  Ids  hrothei  . A\dliiam,  tlie 
old  homestead  with  ninety-one 
acres  and  a half  of  land  in  two 
tracts  ot‘se\enty-one  acres  and 
eiohty  perches  and  twenty  aci'cs. 
(or  £2058.  15s.  At  tlie  sauce 
time  Adiliam  Gerea."  and  his 
wife.  xMary,  coma'ved  to  his 
brother,  Al>raha,m.  eiyhty-nine 
a(‘res  a.iid  loO  p^-rclic'-.  o(  laud, 
lor  £‘202-3,  1 Is,  F)d.  It  will  rims 
bo  s«'eu  that  on  a n‘>urvev  ot 
hinds  r!(o  wtaVr  tr-irt  ci.u- 
(aiueti  181  aci'(  s and  se''enty 
j»ercht‘s  instead  of  l-).3  nci'i^s  as 
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at  fi  st  represented.  Abralnnn 
Geryas  put  tlie  first  buildiuys  on 
the  larm  now  owned  by  his  son, 
Henry,  who  is  already  well  ad- 
van  *ed  in  years.  Adlliaui  Ger- 
yas  owned  the  old  homestead 
until  thetime  of  hisdeatii.  which 
occurred  in  1 8-3-4.  ami  then  Ids 
widow  continued  holdiny  the 
farm  until  1840,  when  the  es- 
tate was  settaMl.  In  1840 
K[)liniim  Mei*})ster,  a son-iudaw, 
took  the  wliole  farm  at  tlie  a]^- 
praiseni'mt.  wldt'h  was  S405O. 
and  Michael  Alderter  \vent  his 
security.  I lerpstei' then  soldi  uiT 
four  or  moH'  tracts  reduciiiy  the 
farm  tt>  thirty-threi*  acres,  near- 
ly what  it  now  is.  .Miidiard  Al- 
derter  purchased  several  tracts 
from  ih‘rr>ster  and  built  tha.t 
house  which  is  now  occujh  m1  bv 
Jonas  A,  . Shomuaker. 

Herpster  thmi  soM  tiu'  old 
li  >mestea<l  to  old  A liraba. in  ( ler- 
aesaud  L:.a\  (‘  .i  con\  ey;ni,‘0  iheri'- 
for  dntedi  April  2.  I>ll.  TIm' 
}att(‘r  o\\  ni‘d  this  l;init  (‘leveu 
years,  hut  built  a new  luiu-e 
rlan'i'  in  1 ^ l-h  after  tln‘  old  one 
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had  stood  ninety-nine  years. 
This  is  now  the  third  house  that 
is  there.  The  first,  of  coarse 
built  of  logs,  stood  on  the  other 
side  of  the  meadow  and  on  the 
other  side  of  the  road,  on  land 
now  belonging  to  Henry  Ger- 
gas. 

Then  on  starch  15,  1852, 
Abraham  Gergas  conveyed  this 
farm  to  Heimy  Musselman,  who 
owned  it  nine  years  and  then 
conveyed  it  to  William  Help, 
Jan  nary  26 , 1861.  Th  is  is  now 
the  third  barn,  and  it  was  built 
by  Henry  Musselman.  The 
second  was  built  by  William 
Gergas  of  the  third  generation, 
but  it  accidently  took  fire  and 
burnt  away  about  the  year  1850. 
Help  owned  it  se\en  years  and 
then  conveyed  it  to  John  Was- 
ser,  the  present  owner,  April 
18,  1868.  The  farm  of  Henry 
Gergas  has  now  belonged  to  the 
Gergas  family  152  years, 

We  have  already  nuuUioned 
that  \\  illiam  and  Jacobina  Ger- 
g:is  had  four  children,  tiamed 
Abraham,  William,  dohn  ;ind 


SALFORD  TOWNSHIP.  247 

Jacob.  Of  Abraham  and  Will- 
iam we  have  just  finished  relat- 
ing, and  will  now  tell  you  that 
John  died  intestate  and  without 
issue  about  the  time  he  became 
of  lawful  age.  Jacob  Gergas 
and  his  mother,  Jacobina,  pur- 
chased the  farm  containing 
ninety-six  acres  from  Andrew 
Ziegler,  where  his  son,  x\nthony 
G e rgas , no  w 1 i ves , A p r i 1 1 4 , 1 8 1 0 , 
as  already  related  in  the  sketch 
of  the  Zieglers.  He  stood  by  his 
mother  and  she  assisted  him. 
She  died  July  4 1835,  aged 

seventy-eight  years,  five  months 
and  thirteen  days.  She  is  buried 
at  the  Goshenhoppen  church. 
Jacob  Gergas  mar ri(Ml  Elizabeth 
Custer  and  raised  eight  children. 
He  died  July  4,  1864,  in  the 
seventy-third  year  of  his  age. 
She  died  October  10,  1873,  aged 
nearly  eighty-one  years.  They 
are  buried  at  the  ( Jirist  church 
in  Towamencin. 

Idle  Gergases  have  been 
smiths  ever  since  they  .settled 
here,  and  there  has  been  a shop 
on  this  farm  almost  eV(U’  siiu'C 
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there  was  a dwelling  there. 
They  occasional!}^  took  an  ap- 
prentice to  learn  the  trade. 
Some  years  ago  they  had  a raw 
apprentice  whom  some  of  the 
hands  wanted  to  learn  how  to 
catch  "Elpatritches”  on  a cold 
winter  night.  Late  in  the  eve- 
ning when  they  quit  work  he 
was  to  commence  by  standing 
outside  at  a cold  corner  of  the 
shop  holding  open  a bag  while 
tile  others  woidd  go  around  and 
drive  them  in  but  when  they  had 
him  at  his  nhace  they  ran  into 
the  house  and  in  doing  so  frigiit- 
ened  a raliit  that  accidently  run 
into  the  bag  which  the  fellow 
was  holding  open,  who  aisc;  run 
after  the  others  crying  ‘T  got 
him  ! 1 got  him  ! 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  M'iiliam 
Gerges,  of  .Salfordviile  we  will 
add  yet  some  of  his  researches 
concerning  another  brancii  of 
tiie  family,  located  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  (iermantown. 

J ohan  nas  G org- 1 s a nd  .V  n r h ony 
(jorgas  settled  in  Gernain.town 
between  lii.Sd  and  17b0  .bj- 
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hannas  was  naturalized  iiy  an 
act  ofassembh  pa^edin  1708-00. 
John  Gorgas,  of  Germantown, 
purciiased  of  Philip  Chri.stian 
Zimmerman  thirtj*  acre.s  of  land 
along  the  Germantown  road,  in 
Germantown,  April  8,  1725. 

The  following  ha.-  been  copied 
from  gravestones  in  the  vicinity 
of  Germantown  and  Philadel- 
phia : 

.John  Gorgas  died  t )(Uob8r  oO. 
1823,  in  his  eighty- third  year. 

jla.rgaret,  wife  of  John  Gor- 
gas, died- September  24,  17>0, 
aged  tliirt\'-nine  years  and  nine 
months. 

Rachel,  v.’ife  of  Juhn  Gorgas, 
died  March  8,  1^25,  aged  eighty- 
five  years. 

John  Gorgas  died  May  2>. 
1715,  aged  thirty-nine  year-. 

Benjamin  Gorgas  ‘lied  ()ct<  })cr 
2 5 . 1 S i:  1 , a ge  1 se  vo  !it  }*  - f ) u r 

year.-. 

Julia.  Ann  ( lorgos  lied  Ja.nir try 
1).  1833.  aged  .ew  nry-:;‘ '• 

;>ears. 

Jo-eqhi  Gorgas  !ic<l  M,.v 
1850.  .aged  -event v-cigbt  vears. 
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Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Gorga^, 
(lied  Aiig-ust  4,  lSo4,  aged  sixty- 
five  years. 

Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Josejih 
Gorgas,  born  November  17, 
1763,  died  October  15,  ISO 7, 
aged  103  years,  ten  months  and 
eighteen  days, 

Sarah  Gorgas  died  May  13, 
1862,  aged  ninety  years. 

Lydia  Gorgas,  bornNovemljer 
30,  1797,  died  December  30, 
1872.  aged  seven  tv- five  years 
and  thirty  days. 

Peter  K.  Gorges.- born  Jaiui-- 
arj  6,  1795,  died  June  15,  1856, 
aged  sixt\"-one years,  five  months 
and  six  days. 

Joseph  Gorgas,  son  of  Peter 
Gorges,  died  xV})ril  5,  1858,  aged 
nineteen  years,  eleven  month.- 
and  twenty-live  days. 

Wiiliam  Gorgas.  son  of  Peter 
Gorgas,  died  June  5,  1842. 

Marv  Gorgas  died  May  27, 
1842.' 

Georee  Gorga.s,  boiai  N(>v(no- 
ber  29,  179^.  died  Diaannber  11, 
1849,  ;iged  lilty-on('  vears  amf 
tw(4ve  da\'s. 
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- Pebecca,  daughter  of  George 
Gorgas,  died  December  10, 
1858. 

Joseph  C.  Gorgas  died  Sep- 
tember 18,  1855,  aged  thirty- 
eight  years. 

George  Gorgas  died  December 
10,  1842,  aged  seventy-five 
years. 

Rachel,  wife  of  George  Gor- 
gas, born  November  27,  1774, 
died  July  3,  1859,  aged  eighty- 
four  years,  seven  immths  and 
six  days. 

Henry  Gorgas  died  Feliruaiy 
7,  1857,  aged  thirty-eight 

years. 

Sarah  Gorgas  died  February' 
13,  1858,  aged  eighty-seven 

years, 

% JOIIX  VALENTINE  KKATZ. 

When  it  was  reiiuestcil  of  me. 
a few  yeai's  ago,  to  separate  the 
names  of  the  freeiiolders  or  tax- 
ables  of  vSail'ord  in  tlie  list  of 
1734,  into  two  separate  lists,  in- 
cluding tliuse  ot  Lower  Saddrd 
m one  list,  and  tliose  of  F[g;er 
Sal  lord  and  .Marlborough  in  an- 
other, f;r  in.-ertion  into  tlu'  ln.<- 
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tory  of  each  of  the  said  town- 
ships in  the  History  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  I did  not  know 
in  which  of  the  two  townships 
Valentine  Kratz  was  assessed 
after  the  division  of  the  town- 
ship had  been  made  in  1741. 
But  as  his  land  was  nearly  all 
in  Upper  Salford  it  was  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  he  was  also 
assessed  there  and  therelore  his 
name  was  placed  in  the  list  of 
that  township.  But  soon  after- 
ward I found  that;  after  the  di- 
visioji  of  the  township,  he  was 
assessed  in  Lower  Salford.  John 
Valentine  Kratz  was  born  in 
1707.  He  came  to  Pennsylva- 
nia in  1727,  when  he  was  twenty 
years  old, , and  arrived  in  the 
ship,  Friendship,  on  the  16th 
of  October,  of  said  year.  The 
vessel  set  sail  already  on  the 
20th  of  June,  making  a voyage 
of  nearl}\  four  months.  He  was 
the  youngest  son  of  John  Piiilij) 
Kratz,  who  was  born  Ot'tober  S, 
1005,  anti  dietl  in  174‘*.  It  is 
said  one  of  his  sisters  came  along 
wdth  him  to  this  country.  He 
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had  two  brothers  and  four  sisters 
as  the  family  record  shows.  It 
is  said  by  his  descendants  that 
his  wife  was  a Clemens,  Her 
given  name  wa^s  Ann,  and  I 
presume  she  was  a daughter  of 
Gerhart  Clemens,  because  they 
had  a son  whose  name  was  Ger- 
hart Kratz,  as  will  be  shown  be- 
fore the  close  of  this  sketch.  He 
purchased  two  tracts  of  land 
one  from  Gerhart  Clemens  and 
one  from  the  commissioners  of 
property,  as  will  be  vseen.  In 
pursuance  and  by  virtue  of  a 
wmrrant  granted  under  the  lesser 
seal  bearing  date  August  3,1734, 
there  was  surveyed  to  \bilentine 
Kratz  on  the  12th  d;iy  of  March 
following,  a certain  tract  of  land 
“beginning  at  a [)Ost  in  a line  of 
Garret  Clemens’  land;  thence 
by  vacant  laiwl  northwest  120 
perches  to  a wdiite  oak  ; thence 
by  vacant  lan<l  northeast  220 
perches  to  a post  ; thence  l)v 
vacant  land  southeast  120)  perehes 
to  a post  in  a line  of  Derick 
Jolmson’s  land  ; thence  by  tia^ 
same  and  said  Garret  Clemens’ 
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land  southwest  220  perches  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  contain- 
ing 1G3  acres  and  seventy-one 
perches  with  allowance  of  six 
per  cent.  for  roads  and 
highways.”  xVll  this  land  for 
which  he  paid  £ 25,  Gs,  8d, 
and  received  a patent  therefor 
on  Felnuiary  14,  173G,  is  located 
in  Upper  Salford.  The  town- 
ship line  afterwards  separated 
his  two  tracts.  The  other  tract 
which  he  purchased  from  Ger- 
hart Clemens  and  wife  January 
30,  173G,  was  represented  as 
(ifty-three  acres,  and  lor  this 
land  he  paid  £53.  This  tract 
was  122  perches  long  and  sixty- 
nine  perches  and  a halt  wide. 
Tlie  first  house  was  built  where 
Milton  II.  AUhuler  now  lives, 
and  is  on  that  tract  which  he 
[)urcliased  from  Mr.  (.demens. 

In  the  tax  list  of  Salford  of 
1734  we  find  Valentine  Kratz 
rated  on  100  acres  of  land.  It 
mu<t  iiave  hiaui  foi'  the  same 
la-ud  tor  wiiich  a warrant  was 
granted  August  '^^i\  of  that  year, 
as  alr«‘-'clv  statcfl.  This  lai'eo 


tract,  all  in  Upper  Salford,  ex- 
tended up  on  both  sides  of  the 
Skippack  road  to  the  cross  road 
below  Salfordville.  Apparent- 
ly a small  tract  in  the  north 
corner,  now  owned  l)y  Daniel 
Bergey,  w as  cut  out  of  this  tract 
for  Valentine  Ilunsicker  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century. 
The  latter  had  ten  children,  but 
only  one  of  them,  xVbraham,  the 
father  of  Jolin  Ilunsicker,  of 
Lower  vSalford,  is  yet  living. 
Valentine  Kratz,  purchased  an- 
other long  narrow  strip  of  land 
extending  sourhwest  along  the 
township  line  outside  of  the 
main  farm,  along  William  Ger- 
gas’  land  soutliwest  204  perches 
to  a stone,  a corner  of  said  Ger- 
g<is  land  ; then  southeast  Iiy  the 
same  eigliteen  perches  to  a,  white 
oak  a(‘oru('rot  (.diristian  llolde- 
man’s  land,  tlience  by  th('  samt.‘ 
.southwesty(‘t  twenty-two  pnch- 
es  to  a stomn  ;i  corner  of  Jacob 
('ass(4’s  land;  tlaui  by  Uiesame 
lunahwest  forty-niiu'  p(U’che>  to 
a corner  of  Ihmry  W aldt’s  larul  : 
tlum  lu'  sev(U‘al  coui'.ses  n«>rtji- 
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east  3 IP)  peaches 
sixty-cigbt  acres  airl  142  perch- 
es There  vvv_a*e  three  tracts  ot 
land  in  this  vicinity,  containing 
together  old  c,cre.^'  tliat  leually 
had  no  owner  until  June  20, 
1772,  when  a patent  was  grant- 
ed for  those  three  tracts  to 
Henry,  Jacob,  Chmiaid.  Andrew, 
and  George  Worman.  when 
some  time  aflorward  convey- 
ances were  grantt'd  to  those  wiio 
laid  (daim  to  it.  In  the  tax  list 
ori77P)  we  fi(]d  that  \ alentine- 
K r a t z a s a sse s s e ( I h ) r 1 b < ) a < ^ vq  s 
in  Upper  Salhjrrl  aial  loO  acres 
in  L.nver  Salhjrd,  whicli  shows 
that  he  own, '4  40b  acres  oP  Ian  1. 
lie  deni  in  i 7o0,  aeed  al>!;iO 
se ven t \ - 1 li I'lje  Years,  Oiit  his 
wiie,  Ann,  >uivivei.[  him  till 
1704.  They  belonged  to  tlu* 
blemionite  congregaiion  in  Sal- 
ford, and  were  ehcirter  members 
if  they  may  he  so  eabed.  Aftm* 
(lie  de<ith  i*f  Joiin  \4iientlm‘ 
IvratZth;*  n'ld  : ■,>4i  -i,i|  ],a) 

Oi  1 Ot!^  •!  • ■!:]  ! V i;i- 

youngest  srm.  !>aac.  \vho  was 
i'ot’ii  in  17  A).  4 Ic'  le^iden-v 


on  the  firm  in  Upiper  Salford, 
when  it  was  divided  into  two 
tracts  wcis  hnilt  by  Valentine 
Ki’atz  K)r  his  son,  Valentine, 
Avh:‘re  the  resid .nee  of  Henry 
'Weber  now  is.  His  .-on,  Abihm- 
tine,  uais  born  May  10,  1 747, 
auid  owneOi  ibO  acres  of  land. 

This  7 alentine  Kratz  of  the 
second  genercttion  was  not  a 
very  young  man  when  he  w,is 
married,  or  else  iiuvl  no  children 
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wh(j>e  n<;mes  were  as  h)< Ows  : 
Ann,  Daniel,.  7bbe.irinc.  Abra- 
ham, John,  I>aaita  David.  Wi  1- 
iam  ainl  ricvcob.  The  iattei’  bv- 
came  ihe  owmer  of  hi>  fahei's 
farm  in  Upp-er  Salfoi’d,  wheie 
Henry  V4.  ber  now  dv'".  and 
owned  it  nainy  yeais,  as  main’ 
of'  •’>  wdl  ;■  •■•odf-'t.  I’eii  otUi  ‘ 
Kra'Z  nv’ed  (»n  that  fai'm  and 
'li»‘( l tile)  e a e.I \ L’n 
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eighty-seven  years,  two  months 
and  luenty-seven  days.  His 
first  wife,  fLiry,  died  January 
23,  1805,  aged  forty-seven 

years.  Ili.s  second  wife,  5Lir- 
garet,  v/ho  was  a widow 
King  when  he  married  her,  die^d 
April  d,  1835  ageil  sevenr\'-tive 
years,  two  months  and  five  days. 
His  oldest  child  and  only  daugh- 
ter, Ann.  was  horn,  as  ali-eady 
stated,  November  IT,  1778,  and 
wr,s  never  manded  ; she  died 
October  "4,  1822,  aged  forty- 
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His  second  wife  was  a vridow 
Detwiler,  who  also  had  five 
cluldren  when  he  married  her, 
and  they  together  had  j'et  six, 
namely  : Jacob,  Daniel,  Kebec- 
ca,  Estlier,  Sarah  and  Hannah, 
it  will  tiius  be  seen  that  lie  and 
his  tv:o  wives  togetlier  had 
rweiity-two  cLiidren.  He  was 
lame  and  wa.^  known  as  ‘-Lame 
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Abraham  Kratz,  son  ofAhilcn- 
tine,  the  second,  was  born  Au- 
gust 25,  17S3;  he  married 

Elizabeth  Casseloof  Up|X‘r  Sab 
ford,  <and  had  five  children, 
whose  names  were  John,  Mary, 
Abraham,  Daniel  and  Cathariiu*. 
They  lived  in  Skippack  town- 
ship, on  tlie  farm  now  l)elonging 
to  their  son,  Daniel.  Abraham 
Kratz,  died  February  11,  1S70, 
<iged  eighty-four  years,  five 
months  and  seven  da\  s.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth,  preceded  him 
to  the  grave  ; slie  died  Xovem- 
ber  0,  ISGl,  aged  seventy- fve 
years,  eight  months  andlourteen 
days.  They  ai'e  buried  at  th(^ 
Mennonite  meeting  hou>e  in 
Lower  Salford. 

John  Kratz,  the  Hftli  child  oi* 
Valentine,  the  sc(a)nd,  was  liorn 
April  27,  1788  ; he  married 
Catliarine  Dctweder  and  iiad 
two  children,  Jacob  and  Henry. 
He  lived  in  Skip[»a‘‘k  town- 
ship, and  died  Oc.fniv'r  21. 
lS2l),  aged  rhirty-tw(*  vaairs. 
(Ive  months  and  twenty-four 
days.  His  widow.  Onthai'ine 


afterward  married  Jacob  Diem 
with  whom  she  had  yet  three  or 
more  children.  She  died  March 
1 8,1 80 4, aged  seventy-one  years, 
two  months  and  eleven  days. 

Isaac  Kratz,  the  sixth  chifl  of 
\hilentine,  the  second,  was  born 
November  13,  1790,  and  mar- 
ried Catliarine,  a daught(*r  of 
his  next  neighbor,  \hi!entine 
Hunsicker.  They  rai.sedafim- 
ily  of  eight  children,  whose 
names  were  Ahilentine,  'William, 
Ann,  Margaret,  Eiiz  d)etli,  Catli- 
arine,  Mary  and  Isaac,  and,  (or 
some  time,  lived  in  lT[)p(U’ Prov- 
irlence,  and  finally  died  therm 
They  did  not  kee[>  a stationery 
hoiiie,  but  ])ought  and  sold  oc- 
(‘asionally.  He  was  the  gran<l- 
fatlier  of  H.  IV.  Kratz,  Es(p,  of 
T rj i ppe . He  d i ed  July  1 3 , 1 8 0 8 . 
aged  se\'enty-seven  years  and 
(‘ight  months.  His  wif‘,  Cath- 
arine, died  August  21.  180 
aged  se^■enty-.se\'(m  y(‘ars,  six 
months  arni  cfocn  days.  The 
iKWt  day  aftrT  liis  (faith.  July 
1 1.  180S,  Ids  son.  Isaac,  died, 
aged  forty-two  years  and  thir- 
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ALFOllD  TO\VNSlfn\ 


tL‘011  days.  They  were  both 
buried  on  the  same  day,  and  the 
son  lays  by  side  of  his  parents 
at  the  lower  Mennonite  meeting; 
house  in  Skippack. 

David  Kratz,  the  seventh  child 
of  Valentine,  the  second,  was 
born  March  Id,  1792,  and  mar- 
ried Ann,  daughter  of  Henry 
Lederach,  of  Vb)rcesrer.  They 
lived  in  Worcester,  where  their 
son,  the  late  V^illiam  Kratz,  de- 
ceased, lived,  and  raised  a family 
of  sons  and  daughters.  David 
Kratz  died  January  27,  1872, 
aged  seventy-nine  years,  nine 
months  and  twenty- four  days. 
His  wife,  Ann,  preceded  him  to 
tlie  u'ra\’e  about  four  years.  She 
die<l  vSi^ptejuber  b,  1808,  aged 
sixty-nine  years  and  twenty-four 
days.  They  are  buried  at  the 
lower  Skip[)ack  meeting  house. 

William  Kratz,  the  eighth 
child  of  Vbilentine,  the  second, 
wms  born  in  1798,  aiid  in  1820 
he  married  Mary,  daughter  ('f 
ileiiry  Ko.>eubei'g(*r,  of  Hilitown 
townshi[u  DiKiks  county . They 
lived  in  Kpp.-r  Sall’ord,  wdiere 
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Samuel  Ziegler  lives,  on  part 
of  his  father’s  farm,  but  after- 
ward removed  to  Hilltowm,  and 
had  six  children  wdioso  names 
w^ere  Jesse,  Samuel,  Henry, 
David,  Sarah  and  Hannah.  The 
last  nameddieilyoung.  Mdlliam 
Kratz,  the  father  of  these  chil- 
dren, died  in  1884  in  the  forty- 
first  year  of  his  age.  His  wife, 
Mary,  died  in  1800,  aged  about 
sixty -six  years.  They  are  bur- 
ied at  the  Mennonit^  meeting 
house,  near  Blooming  Glen.  Of 
their  descendants  no  less  than 
seven  have  been  school  teachers, 
and  twm  of  them  graduates. 
Some  of  them  live  in  the  West- 
ern States. 

Jacob  Kratz,  the  ninth  and 
youngest  child  of‘ \hi  lentine,  the 
second,  wais  born  June  24,  1798, 
and  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Stauile’;,  of  East  r{)[)er 
Salford.  He  b^*c.aine  t he  owner 
of  his  father’s  farm  on  (he  Si<ip- 
pacl;  road,  in  I [>[>er  Saltoi-.l. 
wduM’e  1 lenry  Wober  lives,  wi-irh 
he  owned  many  years.  They 
raised  a family  ot‘  six  cididren. 
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three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
whose  names  were  John,  Eli 
and  David,  llachel,  Mary  and 
Flannah.  He  died  August  25, 
1881,  aged  eighty-three  years, 
two  months  and  one  day,  Ilis 
wife,  51ary,  died  February  13, 
1887,  aged  eighty-three  years, 
one  month  and  some  days. 
They  are  buried  at  the  Menno- 
nite  . meeting;  house  in  Lower 
Salford.  These  with  their  nu- 
merous descendants  constitute 
the  family  or  \bilentine  Kratz, 
the  second, who  was  born  in  1747. 
The  following  are  the  descend- 
ants  of  his  younger  brother, 
Isaac  : 

Isaac  Kratz,  ol  the  second 
generation,  was  born  July  15, 
1747.  lie  married  Mary  Yellis 
and  became  tlie  owner  of  the  old 
liomestead  ; they  had  nine  chil- 
<lren,  whose  names  were  \biien- 
tine,  Fnmica,  Ann,  John,  M;u'v, 
Abrab.am,  Fiidip.  Isaac  and 
Klizabei  h. 

4’ his  Isa:e‘  Kratz,  ynimgt‘>r 
son  ot  John  \ alentirie  Kratz, 
built  the  hrst  houM'  on  the  tann 
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now  owned  by  Jacob  K.  Freed, 
which  is  occupied  by  his  son-in- 
law,  John  K.  Clemrner.  The 
farm  now  owned  by  Samuel 
Ziegler  is  also  part  of  the  Kratz 
plantation.  He  made  his  last 
will  and  testament  in  writing 
dated  December  IG,  1817,  arnl 
theirin  appointed  his  son,  John, 
and  his  son-in-law,  Henry  Clem- 
ens, his  execiitors.  He  <lied 
September  15,  1823,  aged  sev- 
enty-lbur  years  and  two  months. 
His  will  was  probated  (October 
23,  1823,  and  the  farm  at  that 
time  containing  vet  108  acres 
of  land  was  released  by  the  heirs 
to  their  brother,  Isaac,  March 
27,  1821,  fl)r  S20GG.G7.  llis 
widow,  Marv  Kratz,  boni  March 
14,  1 758,  died  January  3,  18:12, 
aged  seventy-tliree  years,  nine 
months  and  nineteen  days. 

\b‘ilentine,the  oldest  son,  boim 
November  20,  177G,  married 
Mary  Mover,  of  lanver  Salford, 
and  laad  a fami!\  of  se\'.»n  cliil- 
dren,  v\  hose  names  w ere  Jaeo’o, 
hsaac,  .losei>h,  Elizabeth.  Sam- 
uel, Ihmrv  ;tud  JMm.  '44i(4r 
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son,  Jacob,  born  Febrnai-y 
20,  1803,  died  May  23,  1823, 
agedtwent}^  years,  three  months 
and  three  days.  His  lirst  wife, 
Mary,  born  April  17,  1785, 
rlied  xVugust  22,  1820,  aged 

thirty-seven  years,  four  inonths 
and  nine  days.  lie  afterward 
married  Elizabeth  Young.  He 
was  known  as  ‘'Deaf  Felty”  be- 
cause he  did  not  hear  well.  He 
first  lived  in  Frederick  township, 
but  afterward  removed  to  Towa- 
inencin  before  the  bridge  near 
Groff’s  mill  was  built  over  the 
Dranch  creek  and  when  their 
moving  went  tlirough  the  stream 
there  below  the  mill  the  water 
was  so  high  that  it  nearly  took 
them  along  down  the  stream. 
It  is  yet  remembered  by  old 
[)eop!e  that  it  was  a narrow  es- 
cape. \hilentine  Ki'atz  died 
Augtist  0,  1852,  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  eigiil  months  and 
seven  da  vs.  Ills  second  wife, 
Fli'/.abeth,  born  I)-a-eml;er  23, 
i7',M>,  died.  lunc  Id,  lSo7,  ac<vl 
sixty  ymirs,  five  months  aid 
liiteen  davs.  Tlu-rt'  i.-'  some- 


th ing  wrong  in  these  dates  or 
age.  They  are  buried  in  DelpV 
graveyard  in  Franconia.  Some 
of  their  descendants  reside  in 
Illinois. 

Fronica,  the  oldest  daughter 
of  Isaac  Kratz,  born  October  27, 
1778,  married  Isaac  Fretz,  of 
Ducks  county  ; they  lived  in 
Bcdrninster  township,  near  the 
Tohickon  creek,  ;ind  had  eight 
children,  whose  names  were 
John.  Jacob,  Isaac,  Wdlliam, 
iMahion,  Samuel,  Mary  aud 
Elizabeth.  She  died  Januar}' 
13,  1821,  aged  fort\-two  years, 
two  months  and  sixteen  -l;iy-. 
They  are  buried  at  tiie  Mmino- 
nite  meeting  house  at  Deep  11  un. 

Ann,  the  siv'ond  daughter  and 
third  child  m the  family  of  Isaac 
Kratz,  married  Hmirv  riemens, 
of  Lower  Saltoi'd,  who  lived 
where  Lev.  Isaac  (demens, 
thidr  son,  still  li\'es;  she  'a'as 
born  rluly  lb,  1780,  air!  died 
February  23,  ISnl,  agod  eC'::*\- 
'/ears,  <r‘\eii  moiuiis  airl  >o\a m 
days.  llimry  v.'iemmr  viied 
Novendau’ I ^t‘<)..i_cd  : <•'.  ent  v- 
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seven  years,  seven  months  and 
tWent\'-eioht  davs.  Thev  had 

. O c 

seven  children,  whose  names 
were  Mary,  Garret,  Catharine, 
Isaac,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and 
Jacol), 

J(jhn,  the  fourth  child  of  Isaac 
Kratz,  born  June  27,  1782,  mar- 
ried Catharine  JohnsoTi.  of  Skip- 
pack.  They  first  lived  on  that 
[)art  of  his  father’s  farm  in  U|>- 
per  Salfmd,  which  is  now 
owned  by  Jacob  K.  Freed,  but 
after  some  time  removed  down 
to  th(‘  Ski[)pack,  near  Markley’s 
mill,  wliere  John  K.  Detweiler, 
his  i;randson,  now  dves.  They 
had  only  two  children,  both 
daiiyhtcu's.  lie  died  December 
2o,  1872,  aaed  ninety  years, 
five  months  and  twenty-six 
days.  His  wife,  (.aitharine, 
preceded  him  to  the  arave  near- 
ly thirty  years  ; she  was  born 
April  12,  1788,  and  died  May 
28,  1842,  a!i;ed  forty-five  years, 
ten  mouths  and  nineteen  days. 

Mary  orMollie,  the  fifth  <-hiid 
of  Isaac  Kratz,  born  Sept<‘iiiber 
18,  1781,  became  derailed  at 


the  a;ie  of  fourteen  years,  and 
remained  so  until  the  time  of 
her  death,  January  *3,  1824. 

Her  age  was  thirty-nine  years, 
three  months  and  twenty-three 
days.  xVbraham,  the  sixth 
child  of  Isaac  Kratz,  Ijorn  No- 
vember 22,  178G,  married  Eliza- 
beth Fretz,  and  lived  on  the 
farm  which  was  first  intende<l 
for  his  brother,  John,  and  is 
now  occupied  by  John  K.  Clem- 
rner,  son-in-law  of  J.  K.  Freed. 
They  lived  on  that  firm  in 
Upper  Salford,  and  raised  four 
children,  namely.  Mary,  Martin, 
Abraham  F.  and  ElizahiTii. 
Martin  died  in  1840,  and  E izi- 
beth,  wife  of  J.  K.  Frecal,  in 
1877.  Abraham  Kratz  dii'd 
Jun(‘  •),  1808,  aged  eighty-one 
years,  six  months  and  eievcm 
days.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  born 
May  20,  1702.  died  September 
17,  1872,  aged  eighty  years, 
tlnve  montlis  and  twonty-s«‘V(*n 
days. 

Philip,  tie*  -f'vmth  (Oiild  of 
Isaac  Ivratz,  born  November  10, 
17o0,  marriod  Maiy,  daiightcrof 


I 


"i'l  ' ' 

i * 


r 

4 


S sL.cl,cucJ -,  'pLa^tr-rp^ 

41^1^.  ^ ^ 

]oJLJ^  ^JyLL^cJ^ 

nn^  • ^o.r>^ 

es6ts^^^  -^2.'. 

Jll^  yy-^. 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP. 


•259 


^'^lentine  Hunsiciver,  of  Upper 
Salford.  He  lived  on  the  farm 
now  belonging  to  William  Delp, 
on  the  Skippack  road,  where  he 
owned  fifty-one  acres,  made  up 
of  five  small  tracts,  in  both 
Upper  and  Lower  Salford,  but 
in  1833  he  sold  bis  farm  and 
several  disconnected  lots  to  his 
brother,  Isaac,  when  he  and 
his  familj-  removed  to  Uedmins- 
ter  township,  Bucks  county, 
near  the  Deep  Ilun,  where  the}^ 
then  lived  and  died,  and  are 
buried  there.  They  had  nine 
chiidren,  whose  names  were 
Isaac,  John,  Abraham,  Marga- 
ret, Fdi»fi,  Marv,  Anna  and 
Caiharine. 

Philip  Kratz  died  Se[)tember 
5,  187d,  aged  eighty-five  years, 
nine  months  and  sixteen  days. 
His  wife,  Mary,  born  March  0, 
1794,  died  April  22,  18G-3, 

aged  seventy-one  years,  one 
month  and  tliirteen  days. 

Isaac,  the  eightii  child  of 
Isaac  Kratz,  f)orn  November  19, 
1791,  married  Ann,  daughter  of 
his  next  neigh  lor.  Benjamin 


Alderfer,  and  had  seven  chil- 
dren, whose  names  were  Benja- 
min, John,  Mary,  Michael, Tsaacg 
Elizabeth  and  Ann.  Benjamin 
and  Isaac  are  dead.  He,  as 
already  stated,  became  the  own- 
er of  his  father’s  firm,  in  Low- 
er Salford,  and  lived  and  died 
there.  It  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  bv  Miltoi'i  H.  Alderfer. 
Isaac  Kratz  died  January  23, 
1873,  aged  eighty-one  years, 
two  months  and  four  days.  But 
his  wife,  Ann,  survived  him  ^et 
over  eleven  years  ; she  died 
September  12,1 884,  aged  eighty- 
nine  years,  less  nine  days. 

Elizabeth,  the  ninth  and 
youngest  child  of  Isaac  Kratz, 
born  March  9,  1800,  mari’ied 
Henry  Ziegler,  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, and  raised  a funily  of 
only  three  (diildren,  whos(‘ 
names  were  Isaac,  Michael, 
and  Abraham.  Many  years 
they  lived  on  the  farm  now  be- 
longing to  Augustus  Es])onship. 
but  in  later  years  they  lived  in 
Lederaidiville,  where  he  died  at 
an  advanced  age  some  yem‘s 


2»;0  SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP, 

au’o.  Slie  is  still  living  in  her 


eightv-eightli  year,  is  quite 
smart  yet,  considering  her  age, 
and  lias  a remarkable  memory. 
She  is  the  mother  ot  A.  K. 
Ziegler,  of  Harleysville,  Avith 
whom  she  residcrS. 

The  foregoing  statistics  com- 
prise only  tlie  lamilies  of  the 
two  youngest  children  of  John 
\dilentine  Kratz,  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, but  is  not  Complete.  It  is 
c.nly  brought  down  so  lar  that 
younger  people  can  take  hold 
of  it  if  they  wish  to  hunt  up 
tlieir  genealogy. 

We  will  now  go  back  to  the 
head  of  the  family,  and  submit 
to  our  readers  the  following 
tamily  record,  co])ied  from  an 
old  bible  belonging  to  the  Kratz 
family,  where  it  was  written  in 
German: 

John  Philip  Kratz  was  boim 
October  8,  Iblbj,  and  died  in 
1740,  aged  eighty-onv‘  years. 
Ills  w he  died -in  1710. 

Their  danghte]-,  Anna  Kliza. 
Kratz,  was  })orn  in  1005. 

Th(On*  son,  John,  was  born  in 


1097,  and  died  in  1704. 

John  Philip  Kratz  wuis  born 
in  1699. 

Anna  Maria  was  born  in 
1703, 

Anna  w^as  born  in  1705. 

John  Valentine  Kratz  was 
born  in  1707. 

Anna  Elizabeth  Kratz  was 
born  in  1709. 

The  foreg(jing  record  was 
brought  from  Germany,  and 
those  children  were  ail  born 
there,  but  the  following  is  the 
family  record  of  John  Idilentiia^ 
Kratz,  and  is  of  the  second 
generation,  all  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania : 

John  Kratz  was  born  in 
1732. 

Michael  Kratz  was  born  in 
1734. 

Gerhart  Kratz  was  born  in 
1736. 

Philip  Kratz  was  born  in 
1739. 

Abraham  Kratz  was  born  in 
1741. 

Isaac  Kratz  born  in  1712. 
(Died  young.) 
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Anna  Kratz  was  born  in  174o. 

A daughter  was  t)orn  in 
174G.  (Died  young.) 

Valentine  Kratz  was  born  in 
1747. 

Isaac  Kratz  was  born  in  1741). 

Having  laid  this  sketch  near- 
ly finished  so  far,  I went  to  see 
the  widow  Ziegler,  who,  as 
already  stated,  is  in  her  <*ighty- 
eighth  year,  and  whose  remarka- 
ble memory  retains  the  recollec- 
tion of  seeing  her  uncle,  John 
Kratz,  who,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  family  record,  was  born  in 
17o*2.  She  says  he  lived  in 
Ililltown  townshi}),  Bucks  coun- 
ty, and  is  l)uried  at  the  Men- 
nonite  meeting  house,  near 
Blooming  Glen,  which  was 
formerly  called,  })V  the  Ger- 
mans, meeting  house. 

Her  uncle,  Pliili[)  Kratz,  born 
in  l7o‘J,  and  her  uncle,  Abra- 
ham, born  in  1741,  both  lived 
in  BcMiminster  townshi{),  and 
are  buried  at  (lu*  I'etuy  Bun 
Mennonite  nu'etine  hou>‘‘.  Iku’ 
aunt,  Ann,  born  in  17  (4.  niai-- 
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Schweitzer,  and  they  lived  in 
Doylestown.  She  is  certain 
ttiat  her  two  uncles,  Michael 
and  Gerhart,  were  both  dead 
before  she  was  born,  and,  to 
the  best  of  her  knowledge,  left 
no  issue. 

By  taking  a glance  at  the 
ages  it  will  be  setm  that  a long 
life  rims  in  the  family.  The 
Kr:itzs  liave  giuim’ally  been 
very  tenacious  in  adhering 
to  the  Mennonite  churidi. 
though  there  are  exceptions, 
and  in  later  years  some  of  tluur 
descendants  have  held  to  other 
denominations.  In  fiolitics  tlu'y 
have  invariably  been  Iu‘- 
})ublican.  They  have  general- 
ly lieen  strong  and  healthy 
firmers,  and  until  recmitly  they 
have  spoken  the  German  langu- 
age, while  their  education  was 
limited.  But  within  the  last 
hall*  eentury  some  of  them  have 
biHMi  etlucatod,  ; tliey  speak  the 
English  language,  and  are 
sinait.  inUdiigent  and  iisetul 
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.JACOB  PRICE. 

Among  the  twenty  or  more 
families  of  Dunkavds,  who  came 
to  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
leadership  of  Peter  Becker,  in 
1710,  was  Jacob  Price,  a minis- 
ter in  said  church.  He  and  the 
others  at  first  settled  down  in 
Germantown,  but  after  becom- 
ing acrpiainted  with  the  country, 
and  imbibing  of  that  spirit  of 
progress,  and  of  acquiring  pos- 
session, which  was  among  the 
people,  they,  one  after  another, 
went  out  into  the  country  and 
T)urchas'‘d  lands  in  different 
localities,  cleared  away  the 
forest,  and  built  their  log-cabins. 
Jacof)  Price  became  acquainted 
with  Dirk  Johnson,  of  German- 
town, who  about  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  the  former,  had 
obtained  a warrant  for  500 
acres  of  land,  on  or  near  the 
Indian  creek.  This  warrant 
was  granted  Augu";!  15,  1710, 
and  on  F(' hr  nary  10.,  1720, 

500  acres  were  surveyed  for 
him.  Then  on  the  following 
20th  of  June,  1720,  Jacob 


Price  purchased  200  acres  from 
Dirk  Johnson  and  wife,  Marga- 
ret. Twenty-two  years  later 
this  land  was  bounded  as  fol- 
lows, and  the  courses  and  dis- 
tances were  thus  given  : Be- 

ginning at  a white-oak,  marked 
for  a corner,  standing  near  the 
Branch  of  the  Perklomen  creek  ; 
then  north-east  by  John  Um- 
stead’s  land  150  perches  to  a 
stake  : then  south-east  by  said 
Dirk  Johnson’s  other  land  210 
perches  to  a stake  ; then  south- 
west by  Dirk  Jolinson’s  other 
land  157  perches  toil  st:d\e ; 
then  by  vaciint  land  north-west 
210  perches  to  the  place  of‘  be- 
ginning, the  usuiil  ii’.low.mce  of 
six  per  cent,  being  included. 

Jacob  Price  had  an  only  son, 
whose  name  was  John,  tluaigh 
he  did  no^  live  to  middle  .age. 
lie  left  two  sons,  niimed  Diiniel 
and  John.  l[(nv  it  Ciirne  thiit 
in  the  '‘History  of  .Muntgoupery 
County''  the  name  of  Jacob 
Price  in  the  t:ix  list  of  17-U, 
:i[>pears  iilso  in  the  list  of  Cpper 
Saitord.  I cannot  say!  I di',1  not 
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put  it  there.  It  is  a mistake. 
Jacob  Price  made  considerable 
improvements  on  his  farm,  but 
he  never  became  a mituralized 
citizen.  Beine:  well  advanced 
in  years  and  bodily  infirm,  his 
son,  John,- being  dead,  he  con- 
veyed his  plantation,  containing 
two  hundred  acres,  to  his  oldest 
grandson,  Daniel,  with  all  the 
power  vested  in  hirii'^elt,  being 
an  alien  and  no  citizen,  Febru- 
ary 7,  1741,  on  condition  that 
he  would  pay  to  his  brother, 
John,  ^600  in  lawful  money  of 
Penn.yvlvania,  or  give  him  his 
e([Lud  half  ot  the  200  <icres. 
To  secure  the  payment  thereof, 
Daniel  gave  his  bond  for  the 
said  amount,  and  in  case  Jacob, 
their  grandfather,  should  die 
before  John  was  of  lawful  age 
the  money  was  to  be  given  to 
Jacob  Ileilf  in  trust  for  the 
said  John  Price.  The  £bO0 
were  paid  to  lus  brotlier.  John, 
April  d,  1754,  wiien  tiie  latter 
signed  a release,  ackiK’*wle<lging 
tile  recei[)t  ot'the  said  sum  ami 
renounciiig  all  claim  to  the  land. 


At  the  request  ot  Daniel  Price 
to  have  the  plantation  legalh^ 
conveyed  to  him,  a patent  was 
obtained  from  the  Honorable 
John  Penn,  Thomas  Penn  and 
Richard  Penn,  cbited  December 
10,  1742,  on  the  receipt  of  five 
shillings  in  money  lor  the  con- 
veyance, and  the  armual  quit- 
rent  of  one  sih’er  shilling  for 
every  100  a*:res. 

Daniel  Price  was  born  De- 
cember 11,  1723,  and  was  there- 
fore, as  will  be  seen,  only  seven- 
teen yecirs  old  when  his  grand- 
father conveyed  the  farm  to 
him,  and  nineteen  when  he  ob- 
tained a patent  from  the  provin- 
cial government.  This  proves 
that  the  government,  at  least  in 
certain  cases,  granted  conv*ey- 
ances  to  minors.  After  Daniel 
owned  the  tarm  he  cleared 
away  the  forest  and  brought 
tlie  land  into  service,  the 
meadows  into  grass,  and  the 
fields  under  cultivation.  He 
afiiled  ri'c.ct  after  tract  to  his 
land,  iroin  time  to  time,  till  he 
had  34d  acres  for  which  lie 
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was  assessed  in  1776.  On  June 
27,  1763,  he  purchased  ei^^ht 
acres,  adjacent  to  his  farm  on 
the  north-west  side,  on  the 
other  side  of  tiie  township  line. 
Upper  Salford.  At  what  dates 
he  purchased  other  adjoining 
tracts  I cannot  say. 

Daniel  Price  had  quite  a large 
family,  for  there  were  thirteen 
children,  but  only  five  sons  and 
two  daughters  raised  families. 
John,  the  oldest  son,  received 
from  his  father  and  mother  130 
acres  of  land  in  two  adjoining 
tracts,  December  9,  1783,  the 
one  tract  contained  100  acres 
and  the  other  thirty  acres.  This 
land  was  at  the  upper  end,  and 
the  messuage  now  belongs  to 
Mathias  M,  Price.  IVe  will 
have  more  to  say  of  tliis  farm 
after  awhile,  and  again  turn  our 
attention  to  the  old  homestead 
which  was  sold  to  William,  a 
youngerson.  Daniel  Price  and 
wife,  Hannah,  grantinl  to  their 
son,  William,  1Gb  acres  in  tlireo 
tracts,  July  12,  1787,  l‘or  £1400, 
one  tract  with  tlie  luiiidings  con- 
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tained  120  acres,  another  ad- 
jacent tract  containing  eight 
acres  was  on  the  other  side  of 
the  township  line,  in  Upper  Sal- 
ford, raid  the  third  tract,  also 
adjacent,  contained  thirty-seven 
acres.  Daniel  Price  was  promi- 
nent in  the  affairs  of  the  town- 
ship ; he  was  one  of  the  audit- 
ors in  1761,  1767,  1774  and 
1775.  He  was  one  of  the  sup- 
ervisors of  the  township  in  1783 
and  in  1784.'  He  died  Febru- 
ary 11,  1804,  aged  eighty  years 
and  t\vo  months.  His  witb. 
Hannah,  born  October  14,  1726, 
died  July  6,  1796,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years,  eight  months  ami 
twenty- two  days. 

William  Price  also  took  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of'  the 
towmshii),  he  was  one  of  the 
auditors  in  1784,  1786,  1787, 
1788,  in  1792.  and  tlion  every 
year  until  1804.  As  already' 
stated,  William  Price  received 
from  his  [)arcTRs  tl>e  old  liojue- 
stead  and  hib  acres  of  land,  in 
1787.  Three  years  later,  Au- 
gust 2,  179R,  he  purchased  from 
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Catharine  Greenleaf',  widow,  and 
Samuel  Morris  and  his  wife, 
Eebecca,  131  acres  and  twenty- 
six  perches.  This  land  is  now 
included  in  the  farms  of  Levi 
Stauffer,  A.  A.  Delp,  Henry 
M.  Clemmer  and  others.  Part 
of  it  is  in  and  on  both  sides  of 
the  Branch  creek.  On  the  same 
day  in  1790,  the  same  party 
conveyed  to  Jacob  Alderler 
twenty 'five  acres  oi  land,  and 
two  years  later,  Ma}'  28,  1792. 
the  latter  and  his  wile,  Eliza- 
.beth,  granted  the  same  tract  to 
William  Price.  The>e  ■several 
tracts  combined  gave  to  William 
Price  322  acres,  but  he  after- 
wards sold  in  several  lots,  in  all, 
thirty-nine  acres,  which  left  re- 
maining in  ids  hand  283  acies. 
The  laiifl  whicii  he  sold  lay  on 
t.he  nortli-west  side  of  the  .Men- 
nonite  meeting  house,  adjacent 
to  tlie  same  It  was  tiiis  Wil- 
liam Price  Who  bniit  the  first 
saw-mill  "m  thi^  j)rop(*rty  ; he 
[•urclia-ed  .i  wa.ter  rieht,  dua 
tl«e  race  and  built  a dam  in  his 
brother  Jolni’s  mcaidow,  in 


1790,  and  received  a convey- 
ance, title  or  right  from  him, 
dated  August  24th  of  that  year. 
We  will  have  more  to  kiv  of 
this  matter  at  some  time  here- 
after. William  Price,  born 
May  1,  1760,  was  married  to 
Catharine,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Catharine  Beiff,  of  Lower 
Salford.  He  died  intestate,  No- 
vember 4,  1806,  aged  forty- 
five  years,  six  montiH  and  two 
days,  hawing  a widow  and  eight 
children,  whose  names  were  as 
follows:  Jacob,  William,  Han- 

nah, Catharine,  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 
Nancy  and  Rachel.  The  last 
named  died  in  her  ninth 
year,  in  1812.  Sometime  after- 
wards the  widow,  Catharine, 
married  Jo.seph  Harley,  but  they 
had  no  issue.  What  kind  ol' 
proceedings  were  taken  after 
tlie  death  of  A illiam  Price  in 
regard  to  the  settlement  of  his 
estate  does  not  ap j)ec.r.  but  we 
fiml  tliat  at  an  or[)han's  court, 
held  in  Norristown.  November 
IS,  iSil,  the  wIk'ic  tract  con- 
taining 2S3  acres  of  land  with 
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buildings  and  improvements 
valued  at  S14,T1G,  was  confirm- 
ed to  the  oldest  son,  Jacob, 
who  was  still  under  lawful 
age.  About  tliat  time  he  mar- 
ried Marj%  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Christiana  Harley,  and  told 
out  his  large  tract  of  land  in 
pieces  and  parcels  to  suit  pur- 
chasers, but  kept  for  his  own 
use  140  acres  with  buildings 
and  improvements,  and  a saw- 
mill. To  Abraham  Ruth  he 
sold  fifty-seven  acres  and  loo 
perches,  for  which  he  and  Ids 
wife,  Mary,  gave  a conveyance, 
dated  April  o,  1812.  That 
property  now  belongs  to  Levi 
Stauffer. 

To  Conrad  Keely  he  sold  'T 
acres  and  lol  perches  and  gave 
a deed  hearing  tlie  same  date. 
This  property  now  belongs  to 
A.  A.  Help.  To  Peter  Wile  he 
sold  about  nine  acres  at  the 
same  time,  but  the  conveyance 
is  lost.  It  was  i^art  of  the 
pivmi^es  now  he  ion  cine'  to 
Heniy  Clemnivn',  He  also  >o!d 
four  acres  and  12S  perches  ut' 


land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Branch  creek,  to  \^alentine 
Kratz.  But  to  whom  he  sold 
the  remainder  of  about  fifty 
acres  I can  not  say,  if  it  was  not 
to  John  Shutt..  Tiie  convey- 
ances of  the  Shott  farm  have 
been  lost  or  destroyed  and  no 
one  now  living  knows  from 
whom  he  bought  that  farm,  but 
we  can  say  that  apparently  it 
was  conveyed  by  Daniel  Price 
to  one  of  Ills  other  sons,  wiio' 
tlien  sold  it  to  Joini  Shott  about 
the  close  of  the  last  centinw  or  the 
beginidng  of  the  prescmt.  John 
Shott  was  a native  of  Horsiiam 
townshi[>,  but  he  came  u[)  to 
Franconia  mid  married  Cath- 
arine, dan ol) ter  ct  Jaca-b  and 
EstherO verhoitzer.  Jacol)  Over- 
holtzer  was  a minister  in  the 
Mennonite  church,  mid  his  wile, 
Esther,  was  a daucliter  of  An- 
drew Ledei'ach.  as  has  been  re- 
lated ina  [)i'e vioussketch.  .loljii 
v^hott  lived  <11  that  i’arm  many 
y<‘ais  and  died  fheie*,  Januar\' 
2id  ISJ2,  in  the  sixty-<i.\th 
yeai’  of' his  age.  llis  sen.  J.icob, 
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then  owned  the  farm  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  March  52, 

1 ST 2.  It  was  afterward  sold  by 
his  administrators,  at  public  sale. 
To  his  son-in-law,  Philip  Slielly. 
It  was  during  the  time  that  he 
owned  the  property,  on  April  30, 
1875,  that  the  house  and  barn 
on  this  farm  burnt  away,  and  the 
the  fire  was  conveyed  by  the 
stronjj:  <ra!e  over  to  Henrv  Over- 
holtzer’s,  where  both  house  and 
barn  were  also  consumed.  The 
Shott  farm  now  belongs  to  Al- 
len Freed.  It  is  probable  that 
the  convevances  were  destroyed 
by  the  fire  at  that  time.  The 
house  on  Simon  (hernmer’s  farm 
w.i-i  built  by  Amos  Price,  about 
the  yeiir  1S3S,  and  the  old  one 
on  JohiiSchlotter’s  lot  which  was 
j’ecently  rebuilt,  was  built  b\'  his 
sister,Flizabeth  A eiiaiian.widow 
of  John  Weir  man,  rd)out  the 
year  1840.  She  was  a daugliter 
ol'Daniel  Price,  who  wasa  brother 
to  till'  a.lbremoutiniUMl  William. 
The  land  on  Amos  Ih'ice 

built  his  house  had  formerly  be- 
longed to  Samuel  Harley,  as 
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related  in  tlie  ‘‘History  of  liar- 
leysvdle.”  It  was  originally  a 
part  of  Dirk  Jolinson’s  land,  but 
was  a remnant  of  twenty-four 
acres  and  1 30  perchers,  which 
was  sold  by  his-  heirs,  or  the 
heirs  of  his  daughter.  Catharine 
Wister,  who  were  Samuel  Mor- 
ris, Esq.,  Ivichard  Wister  and 
his  wile,  Penjamin  Morris 
and  wife,  Anthony  W.  Morris  and 
»vife,  Luke  W.  Morris,  I.^aiac  W. 
Mon'is  and  wife,  Catharine  W. 
Morris,  and  Israel  W.  IMorris. 
xVbout  sixteen  acres  they  sold 
to  Andrew  Campbell,  who  sold 
the  same  to  Samuel  Ilai’ley,  and 
the  remainder  which  was  about 
eight  «icres  they  sold  to  Samuel 
Harley,  May  27,  171)0.'  Part 
of  the  lot  now  belonging  to  John 
Schlotter  also  belonged  to  Samu- 
el Harley. 

The  first  hou.se  on  Henry  M. 
Cleuimer’s  farm  was  undoubted- 
ly built  by  Peter  Wi.e.  in  1812. 
He  was  a blacksmith  bv  trade 
an<l  !i\t‘d  tlimi*  a' oiR  ilfteen 
yiNirs;  they  raised  a family  of 
tw(‘lv(‘  childrim.  whose  names 
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were  Jolin,  Peter,  Samuel,  Pen- 
jamin,  Jo?<eph,  Jacob,  Daniel, 
Jonas,  Catiiarine,  wife  of  George 
Frederick,  Ilachel,  wite  of  Jonas 
Mark  le  v,  iNIary,  wife  of  Enos 
Dorn,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Jacob  Kline.  Thouiz-h  these 
names  may  not  be  in  exact 
rotation.  Tliey  are  now  all  dead 
excepting  Jonas,  Mary,  and 
Elizabeth.  This  lot  or  small 
farm  was  purchased  by  John 
Shott,  Si‘.,  about  the  year  1827, 
and  was  owned  by  him  until  the 
time  of  his  death  ; but  then  the 
farm  containing  about  100  acres 
was  divided  between  his  two 
sons,  Jacob  and  John  ; the  lat- 
ter owned  this  farm  about  thirty- 
live  years,,  and  then  sold  it  to 
Henry  Landis,  in  1807.  After 
several  years  the  iattei*  and  his 
wife  sold  the  same  to  Jacob  M. 
Price,  who  built  a new  h(.Hise 
there  and  otherwise  lepaired 
and  improved  the  place,  and 
then  sold  the  same  (‘ontainine,- 
I'oi'ty-four  acre>  to  Henry  M. 
('lemmer,  the  {iresent  owner. 

J’lu‘  farm  now  belonging  to 


A.  A.  Delp  was  purcliased  by 
Conrad  Keeley  from  Jacob 
Price,  April  3,  1812.  He  own- 
ed this  farm  twenty-four  years, 
or  until  the  lime  of  his  deatli, 
in  1830.  In  his  will  he  ap- 
pointed his  daughter,  the  late 
Margaret  Keeley,  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Abraham  Alderfer,  his 
executors,  iind  John  Alderfer, 
guardian  of  minor  children. 
Then  Margaret  Keelev,  execu- 
trix, and  John  Alderfer,  guar- 
dian, sold  and  conveyerl  this 
farm  to  Abraham  Alderfer,  one 
of  the  executors,  February  11, 
1837.  The  latter  at  the  sanu* 
time  purchased  yet  seven  acies 
and  thirty- seven  perches  Irom 
John  Shott.  Some  time  afe:- 
ward  Abraham  Alderfer  ti'ans- 
ferred  this  property  to  his  son- 
in-law,  Al)r<d)am  Delp,  latlu'r 
ol‘A.  A.  Delp,  the  ])res(*nt  own- 
er, who  has  since  add('d  thereto 
A’et  several  acres. 

The  fa]’m  containing  liiVy-fix  e 
acres,  now  1 tdonging  to  l^(wi 
Staufler,  was  piircha.''(‘d  by 
Abi’nliam  Uuth  Irom  Jacob 
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Price,  April  >>,  1812,  and  was 
owned  and  occupied  by  him 
rwenty-one  years,  and  then  sold 
]):\ck  again  to  Jacob  Price, 
April  o,  ISJd.  He  and  his  wife 
afterward  sold  about  forty-six 
acres  of  the  same  land,  with 
])uildings  and  improvements,  to 
tlieir  son,  Jonas  Pidce,  lie  then 
owned  this  property  until  1840 
or  1850,  vvdieii  he  and  his  wife 
sold  it  to  John  K.  Alderfer, 
who  owned  it  one  or  two  years 
and  then  sold  the  same  pro})erty 
to  his  brother-in-law,  Peter 
Ihmsberger,  in  18oi,  who  then 
owiK'd  it  five  years.  But  on 
March  31,  1853,  he  and  his 
wife,  Margaret,  conveyed  the 
s.ame  pi*operty  to  Joseph  (J. 
Ki-etz.  One  ^ear  later,  April 
1 8,  1 857,  Mr.  Fi'etz  and  his  wife, 
Olivia,  sold  seventy-fiv(‘  perclies 
of  land  to  Aaron  M,  Musscdman, 
(or  ff)7.50.  It  is  a shame  that 
we  hav(*  such  ignoi'ant  convey- 
ancers in  om'  time  \'.'ho  d.o  nut 
Kmow  IkT^ci'  how  to  wi’it(‘  Olivia 
than  tlius.  AJi(’Ji(/.  Mr.  Fret/, 
and  wif(‘  sold,  their  fann  som<‘ 


years  later  to  a German,  whose 
name  was  Bicdiard  Metzger, 
who  was  accidently  killed  by  a. 
portion  of  wall  falling  upon  him, 
at  the  residence  ‘of  Jacob  K. 
Alderfer,  in  1(805 

On  March  22,  1800,  the  heirr- 
of  said  deceased,  Jacob  Metzger 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  George 
Metz  gar  and  his  sister.  Rosanna 
Hoover,  by  tlieir  I’elease  grant- 
ed this  property  to  ('hristia]i 
Hoover.  The  latter  after  own- 
ing it  six  years,  in  1872.  grant- 
ed he  same  premises  to  Levi 
Staufler,  tlie  present  owner. 

In  1812,  when  Jacob  Price 
sold  out  the  large  tract  of  land 
of  which  his  father,  William 
Price,  died  intestate,  and  which 
by  an  exemplification  of  the  re- 
cords of  the  orphans’  court  of 
Montgomerv  count v,  lield  in 
Norristown,  November  18,1811, 
was  confirmed  unto  him — lie 
reservcal  the  nu*ssuag(*  and  saw- 
mill and  140  acncs  ot‘  land  for 
his  own  use.  and  oC(*upi(‘d  it 
about  tw(mty-ti\ (‘  years.  In 
IS.'L'l  In*  purc.has('d  the  farm 
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curU:uiiin;L;'  firK-sevcn  acres, 
from  Abraham  Euth,  which  he 
had  sold  to  him  in  LSI 2,  tweiity- 
(aie  years  ])revious.  He  tiien 
sold  about  Ibrty-six  acres  of  the 
Slime  with  hiiildino-s  and  im- 
provements  thereon  to  his 
son,  Jonas,  and  soon  afterward 
1‘emoved  Ids  saw-irdll  a!)cut  200 
yards  farther  dowm,  and  built  a 
cho{)i)ing  mill  to  it,  where  the 
mill  now  stands.  He  then 
built  that  house  and  barn  at  the 
hill,  near  the  null,  mnv  belong- 
ing to  Jolin  K.  Shott,  and  lived 
there  until  1851,  wlien  on  the 
5th  of  April,  of  that  year,  he 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  conveyed 
the  nH^s^uage,  saw-mill  and 
^•hopping  mill,  and  t‘orty-se\'en 
acres  and  eighty-four  perches 
of  land  to  John  K.  Alderfer,  of 
Lovv(‘r  Salford,  lor  S-1250.  in- 
cludimr  a water  right,  subject 
to  the  annual  payment  ot‘  S2,- 
07,  on  the  27tfi  dav  of  May,  to 
dcMoviHU*  ot‘  tiii^  farm  contain- 
ing the  dam,  which  now  lielongs 
to  Alathias  M.  Price.  Adiliam 
Ib'icc  paid  fi \ shilling'^, or  sixty- 
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six  cents,  to  his  brother,  John, 
for  the  right  of  laying  a dam 
and  cutting  out  a short  race  in 
his  meadow,  in  1790,  and  was 
to  pay  twenty  shillings  annual- 
ly for  the  use  thereof;  but  in 
case  the  mill  would  be  discontin- 
ued and  the  water  would  be  usi* 
only  to  irrigate  the  meadow, 
the  annual  payment  was  to  be 
only  ten  shillings.  The  first 
dam  was  farther  up  in  the  stream 
than  the  one  which  is  now  tlu‘re, 
and  a watei’-mark  was  made 
when  i*'  was  built.  Hut  in  lS(i5 
it  was  removed  farther  <lown  in 
the  stream,  on  the  line  betwiam 
the  two  tarms.  Jai'ob  [I.  Land- 
is, who  then  owned  the  mill, 
paid  Jesse  Y.  Hecklei'.  who  tlaai 
owned  the  farm,  8150  t'or  the 
right  ot*  moving  the  dam  down 
to  th(‘  line  of  his  land  and  still 
retaining  the  old  water-mark 
above,  and  Al»raham  II . ITic(‘ 
fifty  dollars  t*or  the  right  of 
mo\'ing  th(‘  dam  on  his  line  of 
land,  wlirn’e  it  now  is.  Pesidc'; 
tla‘s(‘  lights,  when  Jacob  Pri(*(‘ 
sold  rh(‘  farm  to  Ids  son,  Abra- 
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ham,  he  reserved  the  right  for 
the  race  through  his  land  from 
the  dam  to  his.  mill,  and  the 
right  to  clean  and  repair,  and 
keep  in  order  the  same  forever. 
All  these  rights  and  privileges 
he  granted  to  John  K.  Alderfer 
when  lie  conveyed  the  mills  to 
him.  After  owning  this  prop- 
erty nearly  three  years,  Mr. 
Alderfer  and  his  wife,  Sarah, 
sold  the  same  to  John  G.  Swurt- 
ley,  and  granted  a conveyance 
with  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges granted  him,  bearing 
date  January  21,  1854.  The 
latter  after  owning  this  proper- 
ty three  years  sold  the  mills 
with  all  their  rights  and  privi- 
lege, and  two  acres  and  sixty- 
six  perches  of  land,  to  Aaron 
M.  Musselman,  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, tor  $27G0,  and  gave  a 
conveyance,  therefor,  signed*  by 
himself  and  wife,  Sarah,  April 
3,  1857.  On  the  same  day 
John  G.  Swartley  and  his  wife 
conveyed  the  messuage  and 
thirty-five  acres  and  eighte(m 
porches  of  land  to  John  F.  Der- 


stein,  for  S3200.  But  two  years 
later  Jacob  FI.  Landis,  who  was  a 
miller  by  occupation,  took  hold 
of  the  niills  and  of  the  farm. 
He  purchased  the  mills  and 
two  acres  and  141  perches  of 
land  from  Aaron  M.  Musselman 
and  his  wife,  Sarah,  for  $3000, 
and  received  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  belonging  thereto  in 
a conveyance,  dated  April  7, 
1859.  The  farm  still  contain- 
ing thirty-five  acres  and  eighteen 
perches  of  land  with  buildings 
and  improvements  had  been 
conveyed  to  him  already  on  the 
17th  of  March,  by  John  F.  Der- 
stine  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  for 
$3500.  Mr.  Landis  then  sold 
off  the  greater  part  of  his  land 
to  adjacent  owners,  and  also 
purchased  a small  adjacent 
tract  near  his  mills  from  Christ- 
ian Hoover  and  wife,  Hosaima, 
Ivhtrch  22,  1800,  in  order  to 
give  him  more  space  around  his 
mills,  when  he  hail  nnnovedi  tin- 
saw-mill  to  the  place  where  it 
now  is,  and  built  a grist-mill 
tlu're  as  it  now  is.  He  also 
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built  the  tliun  in  the  stream 
from  which  the  water  is  taken 
to  the  saw-mill,  and  purchased 
a water  right  from  Abraham  IL 
Price,  in  1800,  pa}  ing  seventy- 
five  dollars  for  the  right  uf 
swelling  or  raising  the  water  up* 
to  ids  land  on  a certain  mark 
in  a rock.  He  nlso  purchased 
a right  from  Christian  Hoover 
to  clean  out  and  repair  the  tail- 
race.  All  these  water  rights 
have  been  committed  to  writing 
and  are  recorded  in  the  office 
in  Norristown.  Mr.  Landis 
made  quite  a change  here  in  the 
time  he  owned  this  property, 
which  was  over  thirteen  years. 
But  as  the  water  of  this  small 
stream  was  not  sufficient  at  all 
times  to  run  his  mill  he  pur- 
chased the  null  on  the  Perkio- 
inen,  at  Yerkes  station,  and  sold 
his  mills  on  the  Indian  creek  to 
John  K Shott,  for  §7800,  June 
8,  1872,  with  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  belonging  thereto, 
and  the  annual  payment  of  §2.- 
07  to  the  owner  of  rhe  firm 
containing  the  dam.  Mr.  Shott 
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has  since  added  an  engine  and 
steam  works  to  his  mill,  to 
facillitate  his  business.  His 
farm  contains  only  yet  about 
thirteen  acres.  The  small  farm 
containing  sixteem acres  belong- 
ing to  Moses  Godshalk  was 
formerly  part  of  the  Price  farm. 
It  was  separated  therefrom,  and 
the  buildings  were  put  there 
by  Abraham  H.  Price,  about 
the  year  1863. 

The  old  homestead  now  con- 
taining 120  acres  has  belonged 
to  the  Price  family  already  167 
years,  and  has  been  owned  by 
Jacob,  Daniel,  William,  Jacol>. 
Abraham  H.  and  Abrjiham  M., 
the  present  owner  On  tins 

farm  is  already  the  eighth  gene- 
ration, and  on  the  firm  above, 
belonging  to  Mathi;is  M.  Price, 
is  already  the  ninth  generation. 
On  this  firm  is  the  old  funily 
burying  ground,  where  many 
of  the  Prices  are  buried,  besides 
some  otlier  people.  Tlie  old 
house,  built  of  stone,  stood  on 
the  other  side  of  the  mad  in 
front  of  the  barn.  Here  in  the 
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meadow,  as  well  as  on  Stauffer’s 
farm  below,  may  be  seen  a wind 
engine  which  pumps  the  water 
up  into  the  barn  Ibr  the  cattle 
and  for  other  use.  This  is  an 
old  historic  tarm.  Here  along 
the  stream  and  through  the 
lorest  the  Indians  roamed  at  a 
late  period,  and  had  their  wig- 
wams in  the  . woods  over  toward 
Henry  Price’s. 

On  December  9,  1783,  as 
already  stated,  Daniel  Price  and 
wife,  Hannah,  transferred  to 
their  son,  John,  two  adjacent 
tracts  of  land,  containing  130 
acres,  which  iindobtedly  con- 
tained buildings  and  improve- 
ments at  that  time,  where  Ma- 
thias M.  Price  now  lives.  One 
tract  contained  100  acres  and 
the  other  tract  thirty  acres. 
Then,  on  August  2,  1790,  we 
find  Siimuel  Morris  and  liis  wile, 
Itebe<‘ca,  and  Catharine  Gremi- 
leaf,  widow,  conveying  to  him 
thirtj'-rhree  aciT*s  and  twenty- 
six  perches  moi’e.  Put  this  was 
not  all  the  land  which  John 
Price  owned,  for,  in  all,  Ik'  must 
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have  owned  about  200  acres. 
At  least  the  gieater  part  there- 
of is  now  contained  in  the  farms 
ol  M.  M Price,  Hev.  Henry  A. 
Price,  Jonas  Delp,  and  in  those 
lots  along  the  pike  there. 

He  was  the  same  John  Price 
who  granted  a water  riglit  to 
his  brother,  M illiam,  with  the 
privilege  of  building  a dam  in 
his  meadow  and  cutting  out  a 
race  to  conduct  the  water  to  his 
saw-mill,  in  1790.  This  same 
John  Price  also  purchased  a 
right  from  Abraham  Harlev, 
August  3,  1818,  to  build  a dam 
in  his  meadow  and  to  cut  out  a 
ditch  to  convey  the  water  down 
into  his  meadow.  It  is  that 
same  ditch  which  extends  along 
the  fence  near  the  meeting  house 
and  conveys  the  water  down  to 
ii’rigate  M.  M.  Price’s  meadow. 

John  Price  was  a minister 
and  bishop  in  tlie  Dunkard  or 
Prethren  chuiadi.  He  was  ([uite 
a lluent  speaker  and  an  intluent- 
ial  man  ; he  was  twice  marrieil. 
Ins  lirst  wife  was  Kli/.al)et!i 
\Veidner,  but  she  died  April  10, 
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1793,  aged  forty-three  years  and 
five  months.  He  afterward  mar- 
ried Barbara  Andrew,  and  lived 
on  that  farm  yet  a number  oi 
years. 

He  and  his  second  wife,  Bar- 
bara, transferred  to  their  son, 
William,  the  messuage  and  farm 
containing  about  eighty-eight 
acres  in  two  tracts,  for  ^6:2700, 
April  12,  1819.  They  also 
transferred  to  their  son,  Daniel, 
the  firm  still  owned  by  his  son, 
Bev.  Henry  A.  Price,  contain- 
ing at  first  apparently  about 
seventy  acres.  After  disposing 
of  the  greater  part  of  his  lands 
he  lived  where  Jonas  Help  now 
lives,  and  finally  died  there, 
September  7,  1829,  aged  seven- 
ty-seven years,  mine  months 
andl  two  days. 

His  second  wife,  Barbara, 
survived  him  about  eight  year.s 
and  continued  to  reside  where 
Jonas  Help  lives,  until  the  time 
of  her  death,  whicli  wear  red 
October  22,  1837,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-six  ytairs, 
one  month  and  twenty-twrxlays. 


John  Price,  made  his  will  dated 
June  1,  1822,  and  therein  ap- 
pointed his  two  sons,  William 
and  Daniel  hisexecutors.  After 
the  death  of  the  said  widow,  the 
said  executors  made  public  sale 
for  the  remaining  propertjg  and 
sold  the  farm  containing  t wen  tv- 
four  acresand  fifty-three  perches 
with  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, though  needing  repairs, 
to  Jonas  C.  Godshalk,  for  i^2,- 
208.06,  and  gave  a conveyance, 
dated  March  28,  1838.*^  The 
latter  owned  this  farm  seven- 
teen years,  and  in  the  meanwhile  • 
built  a second  story  on  the  one 
.story  log-hou^e  and  otherwi.^e 
made  improvements  and  repairs, 
and  added  two  a.cres  of  land, 
but  then  sold  and  confirmed  tlie 
same  property  to  Jonas  Delp, 
the  present  owner,  A])ril  1 , 1 8o”>. 
The  latter  has  since  added  sev- 
eral small  tracts  of  laml  tliereto 
making  in  all  about  fiilv  acres, 
and  improved  the  buildings  and 
surroundings. 

Concerning  the  farm  belong- 
ing to  M.  M.  Price,  it  has  U en 
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stated  that  John  Price  and 
wile  transferred  it  to  their  son, 
William,  April  12,  1819,  and 
he  then  owned  it  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  7,  1849,  when  he  was 
nearly  sixty  years  of  age.  Let- 
ters of  ndministration  on  his 
estate  were  granted  to  his  son, 
Timothy,  and  his  son-indaw, 
Samuel  K,  Cassol  who  sold  the 
farm  then  containinji  eio;htv- 
six  acres  and  100  perches  of 
land  with  buildings  and  im- 
f)rovements  to  Abraham  II. 
Price,  and  gave  a conveyance 
dated  April  5,  1851.  A new 
barn  was  built  by  llev.  Wiiliatn 
Price,  and  was  not  finished 
when  he  died.  He  was  a min- 
ister and  bishop  in  the  Brethren 
or  Dunkard  church,  though  1 
will  not  dwell  on  this  subject, 
but  will  leave  it  for  Abraham 
II.  Cassel  wiiom  I intend  to  in- 
troduce to  rnv  readers  before 
long. 

One  month  later.  May  2, 
1851,  Abraham  II.  Price  and 
Ids  wife,  Ldi/.abeth,  transferred 


this  fine  farm  to  his  brother, 
Jacol),  and  he.  alter  buildino;  a 
new  house  there  and  owning*  it 
fourteen  years,  with  his  wife, 
Salome,  sold  this  valuable  prop- 
erty, represented  as  eighty- 
eight  acres  and  ninety-six  per- 
ches, to  Jesse  Y.  Heckler,  of 
Harleys  vide,  and  gave  a con- 
veyance dated  March  29,  1805. 
The  latter  soon  found  that  run- 
ning such  a large  farm  v»  a dif- 
ferent  thing  from  running  a store, 
and  after  owning  it  about  nine 
months  made  public  sale  for  the 
farm  and  farming  implements, 
stock,  etc.,  and  sold  the  farm 
to  Christopher  Sell,  of  Saucon 
Valley.  A conveyance  was 
granted  to  the  latter  by  Mr. 
Heckler  and  wife,  Barbara, 
dated  April  4,  1800.  Mr.  Sell 
and  wife  after  owning  this  tine 
farm  seven  years  sold  it  to  Ma- 
thias M.  Price,  the  ju-esent  own- 
ei\  and  gave  a conveyance 
dated  A[)ril  14,1870.  On  .Inly 
10,  lS7'k  the  barn  was  struck 
by  lightning  and  burnt  away. 
A portion  of  disconnected  wood- 
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land  has  been  sold  off  and  the 


farm  now  contains  only  yet 
about  seventy-five  acres.  This 
farm  is  beautifully  located  and 
is  a valuable  property. 

Memoranda  of  the  Price 
Family. — The  followinjj:  is  an 
abstract  of  an  article  written  by 
Abraham  H.  Cassel  at  the  re- 
questof  Attorney  Samuel  JI. 
Price,  of  Lancaster  : 

First  generation.  Jacob, 
the  great  ancestor  of  the  Prices 
in  America,  was  a noted  preach- 
er among  the  German  Baptists 
or  Dunkard  Brethren,  in 
Europe,  almost  as  soon  as  the 
fraternity  had  organized.  He 
emigrated  to  America  from  the 
province  of  Witgenstein,  in  the 
north  of  Prussia,  in  ITU).  He 
stayed  avvdiile  with  the  Breth- 
ren in  Germantown,  and  then 
settled  on  a large  tract  of  land 
on  the  Indian  creek,  in  Lower 
Salford  township,  M<jntgomery 
county.  Pa.,  June  20.  1720. 

He’  was  small  in  >tature  and 
pliysiologicaliy  rather  imper- 
fectly deveh)ped,  insomuch  that 


lie  was  not  verv  commanding 

V CJ 

in  appearance. 

Second  generation.  This 
Jacob  had  but  one  son,  whose 
name  was  John  ; he  was  born 
in  Germany,  and  was  in  his 
seventeenth  year  when  he  came 
to  this  country.  He  was  so 
weakly  that  his  father  feared  he 
wmuld  not  live  long  enoucrh  to 
have  any  issue,  and  yet  so  de- 
sirous was  he  to  leave  a name 
and  posterity  behind  him  that 
he  therefore  encouraged  his  son 
to  marry  while  he  was  yet  very 
young,  being  only  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  married  a girl, 
s;dd  to  have  been  half  Indian, 
wiio  was  chosen  for  him  by  his 
father  on  account  ol*  her  excel- 
lent physique  and  good  health. 
Having  entered  into  matrimoni- 
al alliances  he  was  blessed  with 
two  sons,  Daniel  and  John,  but 
he  died  before  the  latter  was 
born.  Old  Jacob,  the  grand- 
father, then  took  tla^se  two  Lads 
into  his  <'are  to  rai>e.  but  he 
also  died  biTore  tht‘  younger 
son,  Jolin,  was  oil  lawfid  age. 
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Daniel  received  the  old  home- 
stead and  his  posterity  still  re- 
sides thereon  and  in  the  vicinity, 
while  John,  his  younger  broth- 
er, removed  westward  to  Frank- 
lin county,  Pa.,  in  early  life; 
consequently  we  know  but  little 
about  his  posterity,  excepting 
that  they  soon  acquired  inde- 
pendence and  respect  from  all 
who  knew^  them.  Several  of 
them  also  became  very  con- 
spicuous as  ministers  and  elders 
of  the  church  there.  Jacob 
Price,  their  grandfather,  owmed 
property  in  Germantown,  wdiich, 
it  is  said,  he  still  retained  after 
the  purchase  of  his  200-acre 
tract.  He  fiad  been  a land- 
holder in  Germany,  wdiere  he 
owned  nine  acres,  and  he  doubt- 
less thought  2O0  acres  would  be 
amply  sufficient  for  his  grand- 
children, but  when  tliey  be- 
came men  they  thought  dilfer- 
ently,  for  Daniel  took  the  200 
acres  to  himsell‘  and  John  took 
the  prorceds  of  the  Gorman- 
town  property  and  removed  to 
what  was  then  called  the  ( on- 


necoclieague,  now  Franklin 
county,  and  purchased  a large 
tract  there. 

Third  gkneration.  The  above 
mentioned  Daniel  had  thirteen 
children  in  all,  but  there  were 
only  five  sons  and  two  daughters 
wdu)  had  families  and  left  de- 
scendants back.  The  names  of 
the  sons  were  John,  George, 
Henry,  William  and  Daniel. 
The  daughters  w^ere  Kiizabeth 
and  Hannah.  The  former 
married  Jacob  Weidner,  the  lat- 
ter, John  Clemens. 

Fourth  (h:neration.  John 
wuis  born  December  b,  1751, 
and  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Weidner,  in  1780.  They  had 
six  children — four  sons  and  tw’o 
daughters;  their  names  w’ere 
John,  Daniel,  (ieorge  and  Wil- 
liam. Tlie  daughters  were 
Elizabeth,  who  was  marriial  to 
George  Nice,  and  Susannah,  who 
married  Henry  Moyer.  John 
Ih  !(‘(‘,  the  father  of  thi‘.'^e  cliil- 
diaun  was  many  years  :in  or- 
dained td(l(U’  of  rlu'  (diurch  at 
Indian  t’reek.  and  was  the 
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father  of  the  jiistlv  celebrated 
preacher  and  elder,  William  W. 
Price.  lie  died  at  his  residence, 
at  Indian  Creek,  September  7, 
1829,  aged  seventj'-eight  years, 
nine  months  and  two  days. 

Fourth  generation.  George, 
of  the  same  generation  and 
brother  to  the  aforementioned 
John,  was  born  November  1, 
1753,  and  was  married  to  Sarah 
Harley  ; they  kdtled  in  Coven- 
try township,  Chester  County, 
opposite  to  the  Locks,  about  two 
miles  from  Potrstown,  and  had 
three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  names  of  the  sons  were 
Daniel,  John  and  George  ; the 
daughters  were  Maria,  Hannah 
and  Sarah.  This  last  named 
John  was  the  father  of  the 
preacher  and  postmaster,  Isaac 
Price,  at  Schuylkill,  Chester 
county. 

Foerth  generation.  Henry, 
(jf  the  same  generation  and 
lu’other  to  tiie  al-ove,  was  I'orn 
March  10,  1757,  joid  was  rnar- 
jied  to  Mngdaleue  Le<lerach. 
They  had  seven  children — hv(‘ 
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sons  and  two  daughters  ; their 
names  were  Daniel,  Jacob,  M il- 
liam,  Joseph  and  George;  the 
dauo liters  were  Catharine  and 
Maria.  Catharine  married 
John  Reiff,  the  falher  of  Henry 
P.  Reiff,  of  Lower  Salford. 
Maria  married  Isaac  Schlichter. 

Fourth  generation.  WilUam, 
of  the  same  generation  and 
brother  to  the  above,  was  born 
May  1,  1760,  and  was  married 
to  Catharine  Reiff.  They  had 
seven  children — two  sons  and 
five  daughters,  and  their  names 
were  William  and  Jacob  ; the 
daughters  were  Anna,  Cath- 
arine, Pllizabelh,  Hannah  and 
Sarah . 

Fourth  generation.  Dan'uL 
of  the  same  generation  and 
brother  to  the  above,  was  born 
on  Sunday,  January  14,  1767, 
and  was  tlie  twelfth  child  of  his 
parents.  He  married  5iarva- 
ret  Kline  and  had  eioht  chib 
dren — five  sons  and  thn'e 
daughtei’s.  The  names  of  the 
sons  were  Jacob,  John,  Daindd, 
George  and  Auios;  the  daugh- 
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ters  were  Hannah,  who  married 
Christian  Wierrnan,  Elizabeth, 
who  married  John  Wierrnan, 
and  Sarah,  who  married  Henry 
Cassei — they  moved  to  Ohio 
ahont  torty-four  years  ago 
(1843). 

(Addresvsing  the  Attorney,  he 
says  : ) Your  great  grandfather, 
as  already  shown,  was  Daniel 
Price ; lie  was  born  in  Lower 
Sallbrd  township,  Montgomery 
county,  on  the  ilth  ot'  Decem- 
ber, 1723,  and  was  married  on 
the  22d  of  Mav,  1746,  to  Miss 
Hannah  Weickerd,  a Lutheran, 
in  the  twentiethyear  of  her  age, 
with  wliom  he  had  thirteen 
children  ; your  grandfather  be- 
ing the  twelfth.  The  names  of 
those  who  died  young,  or  lett  no 
issue,  were  Jacob,  Daniel,  Maria, 
Philip,  Catharine,  and  a name- 
less one  that  died  at  the  a<:e  of 
ten  days.  Your  grandfather 
Daniel  Price’s  record  I have 
already  given,  but  will  add  yet 
a few  particulars  of  the  fifth 
generation. 


Fifth  geneeatton.,  Jacob, 
your  father,  [ have  no  particu- 
lars of;  do  not  know  whom  he 
married. 

Fifth  generation.  John,  ' at 
Line  Lexington,  was  many  years 
a teacher  and  proprietor  of  a 
hording  school.  He  was  married 
to  Sarah  Swartley. 

Fifth  generation.  Daniel, 
also  many  years  a teacher  ot 
common  and  public  schools, 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Huns- 
perger,  and  had  only*  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  and  Caleb.  The 
latter  was  also  a teacher  and 
Dunkard  preacher  many  years, 
and  is  now  living  in  Knox 
county^  Ohio.  He  Inus  been 
lame  from  his  youth  from  the 
effects  of  what  is  generally 
known  as  “White  Swelling.” 

Fifth  generation.  George, 
was  a stone  mason,  and  he  also 
taught  school  during  a few  win- 
ters.  He  was  married  to  Marv 
Gargcs  and  left  a numerous 
familv  ot  sons  and  daughters. 

Fifth  gknfration.  Amos, 
al>o  a stone  mason,  was  married 
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to  Sarah  Bergev;  he  also  had 
several  sons  and  daughters^  and 
experienced  more  or  the  vicis- 
situdes and  troubles  of  life  than 
perhaps  any  other  Priceeverdid. 
I could  hardlv  recount  all  the 
places  where  they  lived.  They 
were  like  a rolling  stone,  which, 
it  is  said,  “gathers  no  moss  ’’ 
AwS  they  could  not  get  along  as 
well  as  they  wished,  and  hear- 
ing such  tavorable  reports  of 
the  West,  especially  of  Ohio, 
which  was  just  opening  for 
settlers  at  that  time,  he  was  so 
anxious  to  see  it  that  he  walked 
all  the  way  out,  and  nearly  all 
the  way  back,  about  a 1000  miles, 
being  too  poor  to  afford  any 
other  conveyance.  Soon  after- 
ward he  sold  his  effects  and 
moved  out  with  his  entire  fami- 
ly on  a one-horse  team  ; they 
did  not  stay  out  very  long  till 
he  moved  back  again  with  the 
same  team.  Then  after  buying 
and  renting  several  times  he 
moved  to  Ohio  the  second  time, 
and  there  he  moved  about  a 
go<^d  deal,  locating  in  different 


counties,  and  finally  died,  I 
think,  in  Williams  county,  Ohio, 
about  the  year  1880,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty  odd  years. 
Your  lather  had  no  sister 
“Mary’.^  that  I know  of,  but  he 
had  a sister  Sarah,  who  married 
Henry  Cassel ; they  moved  to 
Ohio  about  forty  years  ago,  and 
settled  in  Knox:  county,  where 
some  of  his  decendants  still  live  ; 
he  was  no  relative  to  me,  but  I 
knew  him  well,  * =»  =*  'pp0 

Prices  did  come  from  Prussia, 
though  not  during  the  reign  ot 
Frederick  the  Great,  but  in  the 
reign  of  his  father,  the  eccentric 
Frederick  William  the  First. 
The  great  ain^estor  of  the  Prices 
did  come  over  with  a colony  of 
twenty  families  of  Believers  or 
German  Baptists,  but  they  came 
over  under  the  leadershi]^  of 
Elder  Peter  Becker,  in  1719, 
and  established  themselves  lirst 
at  Germantown,  from  whence 
they  located  in  different  ])arts 
of  the  country. 

1 might  gi\'C  personal  histories 
ot‘ a nundxM' of  Prices,  l)ut  will 
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only  relate  of  two,  namely,  of 
the  celebrated  preacher,  Wil- 
liam W.  Price,  the  youngest 
son  of  Elder  John  Price,  of  the 
fourth  o;eneration.  He  was 
born  August  29,  1789,-  on  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead  at 
Indian  Creek,  and  early  in  life 
while  working  yet  with  his 
father  on  the  farm  manifested 
an  eager  desire  for  knowledge, 
so  that  he  embraced  every  op- 
portunit}^  to  cultivate  his  mind, 
occupying  all  his  spare  moments 
in  reading  and  other  studies  in 
which  he  lufide  great  progress 
until  his  sixteenth  year  when 
he  was  apprenticed  to  the  tay- 
loring  trade,  which  he  followed 
till  he  arrived  to  manhood; 
then  he  was  requested  to  teach 
a school  ; he  accepted  the  offer 
and  was  for  several  years  a 
successful  teacher.  In  1813, 
l>eing  then  in  his  twenty-fifth 
year,  he  married  Mary  Peiff 
and  commenced  farminir.  be- 
sides working  at  his  trade  when- 
ever he  could.  They  had  ten 
children,  nine  n(“  which  grew  t<) 
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manhood  and  most  of  them 
have  families.  In  1814  he  was 
elected  to  the  ministry,  and 
about  the  year  1830  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  office  of  elder  or 
bishop,  which'  he  filled  with  un- 
tiring zeal  and  unflinching  faith- 
fulness until  the  day  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  August 
7,  1819,  at  the  age  of  nearly 
sixty  years.  Of  him  it  may 
well  be  said,  “He  preached  the 
word ; was  instant,  in  season 
and  out  of  season,”  sowing  the 
divine  seed  on  every  side.  Be- 
sides the  cares  of  a large  family 
and  the  faith tul  discfiarge  of 
duties  to  the  church  «it  home, 
he  traveled  a great  deal  as  ;in 
Evangelist,  visiting  the  sur- 
rounding churches  and  assist- 
ing them  at  their  councils, 
communion  seasons,  etc.  Oc- 
casionally he  also  took  far  trips 
as  missioujiry  to  other  States, 
and  visited  many  of  the  churchos 
in  ^[arvland,  ^drginia,  ;>nd 
through  the  interior  of  Ohio, 
long  lulbre  our  modern  facili- 
ties t‘or  trMvel  had  beem  estab- 
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lisliGcl,  joiner  in  his  own  con- 
veyance  and  also  at  his  own 
expense,  thus  practically  en- 
forcing the  precept:  ‘*Freely 

ye  have  received,  treely  give.” 
As  he  was  a preacher  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  he  had 
many  calls  from  other  denomin- 
ations outside  of  his  own  people 
to  labor  for  them  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  He  had  a 
powerful  voice  and  a very  re- 
tentive memory.  Besides  his 
fame  as  a preacher  he  was  also 
a great  vocalist,  having  a 
thorough  understanding  .of  the 
svience  of  music,  and  sane:  with 
a wonderful  command  and  com- 
pass of  voice.  He  was  also  a 
poet  of  considerable  ability, 
and  wrote  quite  a number  of 
German  hymns,  besides  makiiig 
many  translations  of  popular 
and  favorite  English  verses,  a 
small  collection  of  which  were 
collected  by  me,  and  were  pub- 
lished by’  J.  Iv  Pfautz.  at  Epli- 
rata,  Pji.,  in  18bS.  He  also 
wrote  several  saci'ed  poems  of 
considerable  length — <eoe  on  tlie 


“History  of,  and  the  promises 
to,  the  Patriarch  Abraham.” 
Another  on  the  “History’,  and 
the  Prophetic  Denunciations  of 
the  Prophet  Daniel,”  which 
were  never  published  ; besides 
miscellaneous  matters  in  prose 
and  verse.  I will  close  tliis 
sketch  by  saying  that  he  was  in 
many  respects  far  ahead  of  the 
times  in  \^hich  he  lived,  especi- 
ally in  matters  relating  to  the 
church  ; as  for  instance,  he 
favored  meetings  for  social 
prayer  and  praise  when  they 
were  persistently  opposi*d  by 
the  church,  but  he  per.sc‘vere(.l 
amidst  a great  deal  of  (>i)posi- 
tion  until  he  finally  succeeded 
in  establishing  them,  and  that 
too  so  firmly  that  they  have 
since  become  the  order  of  the 
church  everywhere  He  was 
also  a great  friend  and  advo- 
cate of  Sunday'  schools  at  a 
time  when  they  were  vet  very 
unpopular  among  tile  Brethrfui  ; 
now  they  are  (‘herished  througii- 
out  the  fraternity.  (The  sketch 
of  Elder  Isaac  Price,  who  was 
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married  to  Hannah  Umstead, 
and  who  lived  near  Phoenix- 
ville,  in  Chester  county,  we 
omit  for  certain  reasons,  bein^’ 
out  of  the  neighborhood.) 
As  most  of  the  prices  are  living 
in  Montgfmiery  county,  and  be- 
ing acquainted  with  them  in  all 
Iheir  generations,  I would  say 
for  them  in  genera  l that  they  have 
ever  been  identified  with  the 
m-ost  intelligent  people  of  the 
country,  and  appear  to  have 
been  a priestly  race  of  teachers 
and  preachers  as  far  back  as  we 
have  any  knowledge  of  them  ; 
h)r  their  great  ancestor,  Jacob, 
as  has  been  stated,  was  a preach- 
er already  in  Europe  nearly  as 
soon  as  the  Bret li reus  existed 
there.  His  .son,  Johannes  or 
John,  was  also  a preacher  and 
a poet.  Christopher  Sauer,  of 
GerriiJintown,  published  a small 
collection  of  his  hymns  as  early 
as  IToo. 

Daniel,  son  of  the  above,  had 
at  least  two  ,"ons  in  the  minis- 
try, namely,  Jolm  and  (icorge: 
the  latter’s  son,  Jolin  or  Jolmie, 


as  he  was  familiarly  called,  be- 
came a preacher  so  young  that 
be  was  usually  called  “the  bo} - 
preacher,”  but  he  became  very 
eminent  in  the  ministry,  botli 
in  English  and  in  German. 
This  “Johnie”  had  three  sons 
and  all  in  the  ministry,  namely; 
Isaac,  at  Phoenixville,  George, 
at  Green  Tree,  and  John,  who 
was  his  father’s  succes.-or  at 
Coventry. 

Old  William’s  son,  Jacob,  ot 
the  fifth  generation,  was  a min- 
ister, and  his  son,  Jonas,  svas  a 
minister  in  the  church  at  Hat- 
field. 

John,  a brother  to  the  cele- 
brated William,  was  a preacher 
many  years  in  the  churches  of 
Upper  Dublin  and  German- 
town, and  his  brother  Daniel’s 
son,  Henry,  of  Ihe  sixth  gene- 
ration, is  now  in  the  ministry 
at  Indian  Creek. 

Caleb,  now  of  Kno.x  county, 
Ohio,  ])r(‘acfu‘d  several  years  at 
Hatfield  and  Upper  Dublin,  be- 
sides several  otliiM-s,  which  make 
at  least  <‘iaiit(M‘n  in  the  minis- 


•284 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP. 


tr\'  that  I know  of.  (I  name 
yet  one  more,  namely,  Jonas, 
of  Quakertown,  Bucks  county, 
of  the  seventh  generation.) 

Will  conclude  by  saying  that 
all  the  Prices  in  America,  so 
fill*  as  known,  are  descended 
from  two  ancestries — the  one 
described  above,  and  the  other 
was  Philip  Price,  a Welsh  Brit- 
on and  a Quaker,  who  came 
over  very  early,  we  think  about 
1685,  and  settled  at  Flaverford, 
on  the  old  Lance^^ter  Road, 
about  six  miles  trom  Philadel- 
phia. Their  early  anival  is 
further  proven  by  a record  .'Piil 
existing  which  says  their  daugh- 
ter “Prances  Price  married 
Thomas  Rees,  on  the  27th  day 
of  the  2d  month,  1602.’'  An- 
other record  sa}\s  their  son, 
Isaac  Price,  was  married  t ) 
Susannah  Shoemaker,  on  the 
4th  day  of  the  1st  month,  1606. 
It  is  also  further  proven  l»y  a. 
deed  f<»r  another  t?‘act  ot  land 
purchased  the  6tli  day  of  the 
8th  month,  1607,  etc.  The 


celebrated  lawyer  and  scientist, 
Eli  K.  Price,  of  Philadelphia, 
is  of  that  stock. 

“Conceniin^  the  Jacob  Price  above 
meiitionefl,  we  add  a tradition,  not  related 
by  ISIr.  Cas.sel,  contributed  by  a corres- 
pondent .signinfj  himself  ‘D.  E.  B..*  writ- 
ing from  Doylestown.  under  date  of  .Janu- 
ary 10th,  to  the  Pottstown  Ledger.  Re- 
ferring to  some  peculiarities  in  the  char- 
acter and  personal  appearance  of  .some  of 
his  descendantsr'he  says:  ••‘Black 

Hawk,  the  Indian  Chief,  in  meeting  a 
descendant  of  .Jacob  Price,  claimed  her 
as  a daughter  of  his  people.  She  Inid  the 
eyes  of  his  people.  From  this  claim, 
made  by  the  warrior,  may  it  not  be  tnie 
that  on  the  banks  of  Indian.  Creek  the 
moccasins  slipped  into  this  ■priestly  race.’ 
Tradition  .says  that  Jacob  was  ovit  with 
his  gun  and  found  'a  daughter  of  my 
people*  in  the  hushes,  left  behind  by  the 
Indians,  sick  with  fever:  her  eyes  atb-act- 
ed  him,  he  took  her  home,  provided  medi- 
cine and  food  : she  got  well  and  became 
his  wife.'  ** 

The  above  trjidition  from  a 
corres^ponJeut  wa.s  publi.-hed  at 
the  end  of  one  of  Mr  CasseFs 
.sketche.s  of  the  Price  ramilv 
yome  time  ago,  and  i.s  -all tided 
to  in  the  foregoing  “51emo- 
randa,”  not  th.at  A\e  became 
the  wife  of  Jacob,  as  here  .<tated, 
but  the  wile  ot  hi.s  sou,  John, 
as  related  by  5[r.  Cas.^el. 

In  conversation  with  Ahi-a- 
liam  II.  Price,  who  still  resides 
on  the  old  limnestead,  not  lomj; 
ag(»,  referenee  was  made  to  this 
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in.'itter  and  he  declares  it  is  not 
onlv  tradition  but  truth.  The 
mother  of  Daniel  Price,  of  the 
third  generation,  was  an  Indian 
girl  when  his  hither,  JohnPrice, 
married  her,  and  she  made  a 
very  fine  woman.  Her  parents 
and  fiunily  connections  resided 
on  the  tarm  in  a log-house  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Indian 
Creek,  until  the  latter  part  of 
the  last  century  or  longer. 

The  following  account  of  a 
hrancli  of  tlie  Piice  family 
which  was  ])uhli>hed  se\eral 
years  ago.  is  irom  rpiite  another 
source,  and  is  ;ulded  to  make 
the  wliole  history  more  com- 
plete : 

The  Price  Family. — Tkacing  the 
Lineal  Dej^i  endant.'^  Back  Six  Gene- 
KATiON.-^ — An Intehk>ttng  FamilyTkee. 
— Aaron,  the  hrnther  of  >[o>es.  was  hanlly 
more  distin^uis}ie<I  as  the  lineal  heatl  of 
the  Hebrew  priesthoud.  than  was  .laeob 
Price  as  the  ])touenitor  and  head  oi’  a line 
of  eiders  and  ministers  ann'iej:  the  German 
Baptists  or  •’Dunkeis. ” r.f  Pennsylvania. 
<’ontimiine'  down  to  the  present  day.  Tiiis 
.laeob  Price,  who  wa-  horn  in  Wit/.enstein, 
Prus'^ia,  ahout  tiie  f*euinninir  of  rhe 
Eiifiiteenth  eentr.j'v.  eminrated  in  171'.*. 
and  s*  ttled  at  indian  Prci  k.  Lower  S.i'inrd 
t(»wiis!!;p.  >io]Hu;omei'y  c onn’-y.  wiu  i'.e 
Cook  11)1  laud.  lie  '^a'  >ma;i  in  -r.iture  — 
ratlu.-r  nn))orfe(  tiy  deveiujM  d physically — 
and  not  eommandiiiLC  in  apj>earaiu  e,  i»ut  a 
po\\  eriui  prteu  her. 


2«5 

This  man  had  one  sou.  Johannas,  also 
a minister  at  an  early  aL.’-e.  He  became 
noted  for  Ills  aptness  in  writing:  poetry. 
In  175 J.  Christopher  Sower,  of  Genuan- 
town,  published  a collection  of  hishymn.s, 
hut  in  spite  of  his  talents  he  became  so 
weakly  that  h.is  father  feared  tliat  he 
would  not  live  to  have  issue,  and.  so 
anxious  was  the  parent  to  leave  a name 
and  posterity  behinrt  him  that  he  encour- 
aged his  son  to  marry  while  still  verv* 
yminii;.  He  didi  so  and  was  'olessed  with 
two  sons.  The  name  of  one  was  Daniel, 
whose  posterity  still  live  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  old  homestead.  The  name  of  the  othe  r 
son  was  Jolm.  who  moved  to  Franklin 
cfuinty.  Pa.,  in  early  life.  ( )f  his  <lescend- 
ants  we  know  little  except  that  they  ac<;uir- 
ed  property  there,  and  several  became  con- 
s]hcuous  as  servants  of  the  church.  The 
tirst  named  (Daniel;  had  tliiiteen  ciiil- 
dren  in  all  : bur  rive  sons  and  two  daiurh- 
ters  of  whom  left  families  behind  them. 
Their  names  were  J<»hn.  Georo-H,  Henrich. 
AVilliam,  Daniel.  Elizabeth  and  Hannah. 
Hannah  married  Jacob  Weidner.  and 
Elizabeth.  John  Clemmence. 

John  became  a noted  preacher  and  was 
the  grandfather  of  Daniel  Price,  Esq,, 
prtsident  of  the  National  Bank  of  Potts- 
town. 

George  Price  (brother  to  John)  was 
elder  of  the  Dunkard  Church  at  ('oven- 
try,  which  at  that  time  was  a small  house 
built  of  lo.;s. 

George  Price  had  six  children,  namely  ; 
George,  John.  Daniel.  Hannah.  Mary  and 
Sarah.  Hannah  married  Adam  Rein- 
wait  : Mary  marrie<l  John  Baugh,  and 
Sarah  marrietl  Israel  L'rner.  J)f  this 
family  only  one. (Sarah;  is  livini^'. 

John  became  a ])reaeher  so  vnunu-  that 
he  was  known  as  ••.luhnny  PrieV.  the  boy. 
preacher."  It  was  he  who  built  th(>  pres- 
ent I'huridi  at  ( tiventry.  He  had  tua'P'o 
I'hihlren,  two  ot  them,  .loscjih  and  Eihan- 
uoii.  died,  while  qUite  younn'.  Ihree  wen* 
pi \‘:ichcrs,  n.unelv  ; .lohu  K..  now  de- 

cc;'.-'i  d.  Was  »-Mor  of  the  cliuri  h at  ( dven- 
try  ; Isuai'  and  (r<.-or^'*  D,.  of  PiHcnixv  iile. 
Ihc'.thiys,  Beheei  a.  .Mary,  Annie.  Lydia, 
.•^ar.ih,  L'.i/.i  and  ll.iiui.ih  married  as  t\*l- 


0^ 


,„^ft 

' 

p«',  5>l«f»  »f 

fei!  .,„J5 


286 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOVvAXSHIP. 


lo\v!5  : Relnjcca  to  (Vr>rv,^e  Wan^jer,  3[ary 

to  Francis  P.  Bach.  Annie  to  Jonas  Leo- 
pokl,  Lydia  to  David  Frick,  Sarah  to 
Jacob  Harley,  Eliza  to  Rev,  John  Harley, 
and  Hannah  to  William  Horning. 

George  Wanger.  now  deceased,  who 
nuin-ied  Rebecca  Price,  was  the  lather  of 
Newton,  Josej>h  P.  and  George  F.  Wan- 
ger, of  North  C'oveiitry.  anil  of  Irving  P. 
vV  anger,  of  Norristown, 

" Francis  P.  Bach,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
married  ^lary  Price,  is  the  father  of  Wil- 
I’am  P,  Bach,  and  Mrs,  Aaron  Ilarten- 
stein,  of  Pottstown  ; Mrs.  Aaron  Burns, 
of  East  Coventry  : and  Irving  P,  Bach 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Balderson,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Jonas  and  Ann'e  Leopold  are  the  par- 
ents of  Howard  Leopold,  of  Pottstown  : 
Lieutenant  E.  A.  Leopold.  Elwood  H. 
and  Hermam  Leopold,  of  East  Coventry. 

We  have  now  given  an  account  of  six 
generations  of  the  Price  family,  and  what 
is  most  remarkable  about  them  is,  there 
have  been  one  or  more  ministers  in  each 
generation. 

Note. — The  above  sketch 
which  we  obtained  from  quite 
another  source  had  been  cut  out 
of  a newspaper,  and  we  supposed 
had  been  written  by  a member 
of  the  Price  ftimily,  at  Phoenix- 
ville  or  Pottstown.  But  now 
Abraham  H.  Cassel  comes  in 
and  claims  the  authorship  of  it, 
and  is  not  willing;  that  it  shall 
pass  as  coming  from  some  other 
source,  oxce])ting  what  rolntes 
to  tlie  Wanger  and  Baeh  de- 
scendants lias  been  added.  lie 
says  ; ‘‘The  Prices  liad  so  en- 


tirely lost  their  early  history 
that  they  are  now  under  obli- 
gations to  me  for  about  all  the\’ 
kno\v  of  it ; therefore  I justly 
claim  a monopoly  of  the  infor- 
mation, and  would  therefore 
not  like  to  let  it  go  before  the 
public  as  obtained  from  quite 
another  source,  as  there  really  is 
nothing  from  another  source.^’ 
We  were  not  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  greater  part  of  said 
sketch  had  been*  copied  from 
Auge's  “Men  of  Montgomery 
County/’  for  which  it  had  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Cassel. 

* 

DIRK  .IOHNSON’s  LAND. 

\Ve  must  vsay  sometliing  more 
al)out  the  tracts  of  land  granted 
to  Dirk  Johnson,  who  is  also 
called  Derick  Janson.  The 
name  Johnson  originally  was 
Janson,  and  some  families  wrote 
their  names  Jans.  They  were 
Dutcli,  not  German,  but  iiei’e 
they  inter-married  with  the 
German  element,  htung  of  the 
Mennonite  futh;  the  nanu‘ 
Jiins,  pronounc(‘d  10//, v in  Gei-- 


DEATH  OF  RET.  IS  \AC  PRICE* 


AIT  AFt)  EXCELLENT  MINrSTER  AN3>  i 

KEFOSIISE.  NO  MORE— BRIEF  SKETCH  OF  j 
H13  LIFE  AND  WORK.  | 

Rev.  Isaac  Price,  died  of  old  age  nnd  other  ’ 
ailments,  at  his  residence  at  Corner  Stores,  i 
near  Pbcenixville,  on  Sunday  night,  the  19ch  ; 
inst.,  aged  8’2  years  and  2.j  days.  He  was! 
born  in  East  Coventry,  township,  Chester  ! 
county,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1502,  and  | 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  John  Price,  a widely  j 
known  and  eloquent  minister  of  the  German  i 
Baptist  denomination.  The  deceased  taught 
school  in  early  life,  and  at  one  period  lived 
in  Pottstowu,  and  for  a time  was  one  of  the  | 
editors  and  proprietors  of  the  Lafayette  Au-  | 
rora,  a newspaper  started  in  Pottstown  over 
sixty  years  ago.  He  subsequently  removed  to 
Schuylkill  township,  Chester  county,  where 
he  commenced  the  store  keeping  business, 
which  he  continued  nearly  all  his  life,  and 
was  appointed  postmaster  there  (about  1S45,) 
and  held  that  office  under  all  changes  of  ad- 
ministration, until  about  two  years  ago, 
when  he  res'ened.  For  a long  time  he  en- 
joyed the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
oldest  if  not  the  oldest  postmaster  in  the  | 
United  States  as  to  length  of  term.  Mr. 
Price  became  a minister  of  the  German  Bap- 
tists nearly  fifty  years  ago,  and  was  a man  of 
great  ability  as  a speaker  and  orator.  He 
preached  principally  at  Green  Tree,  Mont- 
gomery county,  but  frequently  at  Price’s 
Meeting  House,  North  Coventry,  and  at  the 
meeting  hou.se  at  Lawrenceville.  He  was 
notonly  active  in  the  cause  of  religion,  how- 
I ever,  but  took  a leading  part  in  the  Sunday 
i school  work,  and  was  a strong  advocate  of 
: the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  of  the  temper- 
ance cause.  He  stood  high  in  his  own  re- 
ligious !iencminatioa,  as  a piou.s  and  zealous 
, Christi.'in  m-in,  and  esjoyed  the  love  and  re-  | 

I spoct  of  ali  ocher  churches  and  pooplo  where-  | 

! ev'dr  he  was  known.  His  life  work  as  a j 
j preacher  of  tho  g^.^pel,  as  a reformer,  and  as  I 
j a citizen,  was  truly  a noble  one.  It  may  well  j 
) be  saiu  of  Issac  Pri.  o,  as  it  v-as  at  the  deith  j 
i of  his  I’iiLber  before  him.  ‘‘Lc ! a groat  man  is  i 
j fallen  in  Israel : ’ ! 


j The  Euject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of 
j twelve  children,  ten  or  whom  lived  to  be- 
come he.ids  of  families.  These  were  Isaac, 
George,  Rel^ecca,  Mary,  Hannah,  Sarah, 
Eliza,  Lydia,  John  R.  and  Annie  Price 
j There  are  now  six  survivors,  George  Price, 
j iiviug  at  Mont  Clare,  Montgomery  connty  ; 

: Rebecca,  widow  of  George  Wanger,  living  at 
I Norriscown : Mary,  widow  of  Francis  S. 
Bach,  of  Philadelphia,  mother  of  Burgess 
William  P.  Bach,  of  Pottstown  ; Hannah, wife 
of  William  Horning,  of  New  Lebanon,  Ohio: 
Lydia,  widow  of  David  Frick,  of  Ea^t  Coven- 
try; Annie,  wife  of  Jonas  Leopold,  of  East 
Covenery,  mother  of  Howard  Leopold,  of 
Pottstown.  Sarah  was  married  to  Jacob  S. 
Harley,  of  Bucks  county  ; Eliza  to  Rev.  John 
Harley,  of  Pottstown,  and  Rev.  John  R 
Price,  of  North  Coventry,  was  a prominent 
German  Baptist  minister,  who  died  a,  few 
years  since. 
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man,  was  masculine  and  the 
feminine  was  Jansin  or  Yonsin, 
which  in  the  English  took  no 
distinction  of  gender,  and  con- 
sequently the  two  names,  Jan- 
son  and  Jans,  with  their  femi- 
nines were  gradually  merged 
into  one  name,  Johnson.  All 
the  Johnson  families  in  the  mid- 
dle district  of  the  county  are 
of  Dutch  ancestry.  Leaving 
the  name  we  will  proceed  to 
say  something  about  the  tract 
of  land.  If  we  examine  the  old 
conveyances  belona'ing  to  the 
Price  tarms,  we  find  that  a 
warrant  was  granted  to  Dirk 
Janson,  of  Germantown,  on  the 
loth  of  August,  1719,  for  500 
acres  on  or  near  Indian  Creek, 
and  if  we  examine  the  convey- 
ance granted  to  John  Isaac 
Klein,  for  the  land  now  belong- 
ing to  Henry  Oberholtzer, 
Henry  C.  Delp  and  others,  we 
lind  that  it  was  part  of  SOO 
acres  granted  to  Dirk  Johnson, 
in  two  tract,  the  fifth  day  of 
the  third  month,  1719,  and  was 
confirmed  to  him  by  a patent 
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dated  January  30,  1732.  The 
two  dates  of  1719  and  the  num- 
ber of  acres  do  not  corroborate, 
but  as  the  one  grant  of  800 
acres  was  in  two  tracts,  we  find 
that  the  one  tract  was  located 
over  at  Lederachville.  It  con- 
tained 225  acres,  and  was  sold 
to  Dielman  Kolb,  as  already 
recited  in  the  sketch  of  the  lat- 
ter. The  other  lands  were  on 
or  near  the  Indian  Creek.  On 
January  30,  1732,  a patent 

was  granted  to  Dirk  Johnson 
for  1050  acres  of  land,  on  or 
near  the  Indian  Creek.  It  was 
of  irregular  shape  and  prob- 
ablv  not  all  in  one  tract.  It 
extended  from  the  line  ot  Ger- 
hart Clemens’  and  Henry  Huth’s 
land,  at  the  Mennonite  meeting 
house  and  along  the  Branch 
Creek,  up  the  Indian  Creek  into 
Franconia.  About  300  acres  of 
it  remained  unsold  at  the  time 
of  Dirk  John^^on’s  death.  He 
made  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment in  w'riting  dated  January 
11,  1755,  and  therein,  after 
(,)ther  things,  devised  to  his  son, 
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Eichanl  Johnson,  all  the  resi- 
due of  the  said  great  tract  in 
these  words:  “Also  ail  my 

land  at  Indian  Creek,  adjoining 
lands  of  Christian  Moyer,  Isaac 
Klein  and  Jacob  Landis,  respec- 
tively, in  said  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, containing  by  estimate 
300  acres,  more  or  less,*’  A * * 
and  shortly  after  making  his 
will  the  testator  died.  * ^ * 

The  said  Richard  Johnson,  by 
his  last  will  and  testament  in 
writing,  dated  August  12,  1767, 
gave  and  devised  the  said  300 
acres  of  land  to  his.  sister,  Cath- 
arine Wister — probably  wife  of 
Casper  Wister,  in  these  words  : 
‘T  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sis- 
ter, Catharine  Wister,  all  my 
300  acres,  situated  in  Suljthur 
township,  in  the  county  ot 
Philadelphia,  on  or  near  Indian 
Creek,  adjoining  lands  ot‘ Daniel 
Price,  Isaac  Klein,  K udolph  Har- 
ley and  Jacob  Landes,  to  her,  hei* 
ladrs  and  assigns  Ibiaiver,”  as  in 
and  by  the  said  testriment,  duly 
[)roven  and  remaining  in  rlie 
Register’s  (.dice  at  Lancastei-, 


will  appear;  and  shortly  after- 
ward the  said  Richard  Johnson 
died.  =*  * * 'Yhe  said  Cath- 

arine Wister,  by  her  last  will 
and  testament  in  writing,  dated 
^[ay  21,  1783,  did'  gram  and 
devise  the  said  300  acres  to  her 
two  daughters,  Catharine  Green- 
leaf  and  Rebekah  Morris,  in 
these  words  : “I  give  and  be- 

queath to  my  daughter,  Cath- 
arine Greenleaf,  one  equal  third 
part  of  all  that  tract  of  land  in 
Salford  township,  near  Indian 
Creek,  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, adjoining  lands  of 
Daniel  Ihdce,  Isaac  .Klein, 
Rudolph  Harley  and  Jacob 
Landes,  which  my  said  brother, 
Ricliard  Johnson,  by  his  last 
will  and  testament,  devised  to 
mo.  to  hold  to  her  my  said 
daughter,  Githarine  Greenleaf, 
her  heirs  and  assigns  foi’c\a‘r. 
Itkm. — I give  and  devise  to  my 
daughter,  Ptcbekah  Morris,  the 
remaining  two-thii'd  parts  of 
the  said  tract  of  land  in  Salh)i’d. 
aforesaid,  left  to  me  by  my  said 
brother,  Richard,  to  hold  the 
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said  two-third  parts  of  the  said 
Salford  tract,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, to  my  said  daught- 
er, Rebukah  Morris,  her  heirs 
and  assigns  forever,”  as  in  and 
by  the  said  last  mentioned  testa- 
ment, duly  proven  and  remain- 
ing in  the  Registerfs  ottice  in 
Philadelphia,  appears  ; and 
shortly  after  making  and  pub- 
lishing the  said  testament  the 
testator  died.  ^ ‘ * This 

land  was  a kind  of  remnant  in 
two  tracts  ; one  tract  contain- 
ing, [)erhnps,  IGO  acres  was  lo- 
cated along  the  Branch  Creek 
and  hills,  nortii-west  from  the 
Salford  meeting  house,  and  was 
not  worth  much  ; it  was  bound- 
ed by  lands  of  John  Cleimms, 
Henry  Ruth  and  Daniel  Price. 
The  other  tract  was  bounded 
by  lands  of  Cliristiaa  ^^oyel^ 
Daniel  Price,  Ru(lol[)h  Harley 
and  ,[acob  Landes,  wIhj,  it  a|>- 
pears,  lived  wdiere  Natiianiel 
l^andes  now  livt‘s.  Tliis  land 
laid  iiigli  and  dry.  back  IVum 
Jonas  D(d|)'s,  and  wa>  not  sala- 
ble at  tliat  time.  (fliristian 


Funk  purciiased  IGO  acres  of  it 
which  left  only  a small  tract 
remaining,  containing  yet  ten 
acres,  whicli  was  purchased  by 
Henry  Harley. 

But  it  appears  that  in  the 
tirSt  place  this  tract  must  have 
extended  considerably  into 
Franconia  township,  for  ail  the 
acres  in  Sal  lord  belonging  to 
the  said  tract,  so  far  as  known, 
do  not  number  over  ToO.  The 
tract  purchased  by  Christian 
Funk  was  afterward  sf)ld  to 
xVbraham  Detweiler,!  and  afte^' 
the  death  of  the  latter  it  was 
sold  out  in  smaller  tracts  by 
his  administrators,  November 
4,  183G. 

Abraham  Det weiler,  whose 
residence  was  on  the  Indian 
Creek,  in  Franconia  townshi[), 
where  Jolm  N.  Clemens  now 
lives,  was  a cousin  to  my  graiul- 
m(>t[ier.  Heckler  ; he  was  a son 
oftlohn  Detweiler,  whose  I’esi- 
denc('  was  on  the  next  liirm 
(d)o\i-.  on  the  north-west  side  (4* 
the  .said  stream.  Though  w(> 
find  that  lie  al."o  owned  some 
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land  along  the  line  of  Lower 
Salford,  in  Franconia  in  1805, 
which  now  belongs  to  Samuel 
M usselman.  John,  or  Hannes, 
Detweiler,  as  he  was  generally 
called,  was  a brother  to  my 
j^reat-grandfather,  Jacob  Det- 
weiler,  who  died  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century.  John 
was  twice  married,  and  his 
second  wife  was  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  John  Plorning.  She 
died  October  16,  1824.  John 
Detweiler,  born  January  8, 
1747,  died  July  1,  1826.  His 
son,  Abraham,  born  June  12, 
1788,  was  married  to  Mary 
Ilunsicker,  and  died  December 
10,  1830,  aged  forty- two  years, 
five  months  and  twenty-eight 
days.  His  widow  lived  to  be 
very  old ; she  lived  at  Free- 
land, now  Oollegeville,  and  died 
not  many  years  ago.  He  left 
ten  children  to  mourn  his  early 
departure,  whose  names  w’ere 
Elizabeth,  Catharine,  John, 
William,  Isaiic,  Hannah.  Mary 
.Ann,  Abraham,  Daniel  and 
Benjamin.  Elizabeth,  the  old(?st 


daughter,  was  married  to  the 
late  George  C.  Keiff,  of  Skip- 
packville.  Letters  of  adminis- 
tration on  the  estate  were 
granted  to  tlie  widow,  Mary 
Detweilei%  Christian  Detweiler 
and  John  Hunsicker.  Abra- 
ham Detweiler  owned  a very 
large  tract  of  land,  and  his  es- 
tate w*as  settled  in  1834. 

It  has  been  requested  bv 
several  friends  that  this  historic 
farm,  although  it  is  in  Fran- 
conia, should  be  taken  along 
into  the  historj'  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, because  it  was  the  resi- 
dence of 

HENRY  FUNK, 

and  was  at  first  in  Salford,  but 
in  the  formation  of  Franconia 
township,  in  1731,  it  was  in- 
cluded in  that  district. 

There  are  some  good  reasons 
for  giving  room  to  a short 
sketch  of  this  farm,  because  the 
name  of  Henry  Funk  appears 
in  the  list  of  tax-payers  of 
xSalford,  in  1734.  He  came  to 
Philadelphia  in  1710,  and  ap- 
parently purchased  of  Dirk 
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Johnson  200  acres  of  land  that 
same  year . yet.  Besides,  he 
was  a minister  and  bishop  in 
the  Mennonite  church,  and  of- 
ficiated in  that  denomination, 
in  Lower  Salford,  for  many 
years,  and  therefore  was  very 
intimately  connected  with  the 
early  se-ttlers  of  this  township. 
He  was  married  to  Annie 
Moyer,  daughter  of  Christian 
Moyer,  and  had  ten  children — 
four  sons  and  six  daughters. 
The  sons  were  John,  Henry, 
Christian  and  Abraham,  and 
tlie  daughters  were  Esther, 
Barbara,  Anna.  Mary,  Frunica 
and  Elizabeth.  He  made  a 
very  lengthy  and  explicit  will, 
which  he  wrote  with  his  own 
iiand  in  the  German  languag'e, 
aljout  a year  before  he  diied, 
concerning  his  large  estate,  a 
translation  of  which  is  ap])end- 
o(i  to  this  sketch.  Besides  his 
two-hundred-acre  farm  on  the 
Indian  fi'reek.  he  also  owned  a 
iarm  containin'!  iful  a(U'cs,  at 
the  head  waters  ot  a branch  of 
the  Perkiomen,  [)robal)ly  in 
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Bedminster  township,  Buck>s 
county,  where  a coloin"  of 
Mennonites  had  settled.  He 
also  owned  another  tract  with 
buildings  and  impi’overnents 
thereon,  which  he  had  purchased 
from  Ebenezer  Ki)inesly,  but 
wdiere  that  was  located  1 can- 
not say.  He  built  the  first 
mill  at  that  place,  on 
the  Indian  Creek,  and  after- 
ward divided  his  farm  into  two 
unequal  parts,  granting  137 
acres  and  146  perches  to  his 
son,  Christian,  and  sixty-three 
acres  and  nineteen  perclies, 
with  the  mill  and  other  build- 
ings and  im[)rovements,  to  his 
son,  Ab]-aham. 

It  appears  })roI)able  that  tliere 
were  two  dwellings  there  already 
at  that  time,  one  for  the  miller 
and  one  for  the  farmer.  The 
farm  now  belonging  to  Samuel 
Mus.^eiman  also  belonued  to  it 
at  that  time. 

Henry  Fuidv  was  tlie  author 
two  ie;i'!iou>  works,  both  G-\‘r- 
inaii.  Th“  fii’st  was  a ,-ma.H 
1 O )k  entitled  -/cr 
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Taiife"' — Mirror  of  Baptism,  and 
the  other,  a larger  work,  was 
entitled  ^^Eine  Rest  Hut  im,  oder 
eine  erklaerung  einiger  hauptpunk- 
ten  des  gesetzesE  This  last  work 
was  published  after  his  death  ; 
this  I have  read  in  part  and  it 
amounts  to  about  this  much — 
that  he  shows  by  the  Mosaic 
dispensation  that  the  restitution 
for  the  loss  in  the  first  man, 
Adam,  was  made  in  the  second 
man,  Christ.  Many  of  his  ideas 
and  expressions  do  not  corro- 
borate with  our  more  correct 
modem  education,  most  especial- 
ly when  he  illustrates  the  daily 
revolutions  of  the  sun  and  moon 
around  the  earth  ; lor  we  know 
that  the  sun  is  stationary,  and 
is  the  centre  around  wliich  all 
the  planets  revolve.  Not  with- 
standing the  incorrect  view's 
which  he  had,  many  of  his  view's 
were  correct  and  his  motives 
sincere  ; he  w^as  a man  of  much 
experience  and  . wide  intiuence. 
He  died  in  ITGlf  and  apparent- 
ly W'as  nut  a very  ()ld  man. 
His  son.  Christian  Funk,  held 


the  old  homestead  after  his 
father^s  death  until  the  time  of 
his  demise,  in  1811.  After  his 
death  the  farm  was  purchased 
by  Abraham  Detweiler,  who 
died  there  in  1830,  as.  already 
stated  ; and  after  his  death  the 
farm  w'as  purchased  by  Wil- 
liam Horning,  and  was  owned 
by  him  about  ten  years  w'hen 
he  sold  the  same  to  Christian 
Young  and  removed  to  Dayton, 
Ohio,  w'here  he  died  only  a few' 
years  ago  There  has  been 
considerably  said  about  Christ- 
ian Funk  in  the  first  part  of  my 
sketches  in  the  “Flistory  of 
Flarleysville’'  so  that  I do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  say  much 
more  about  him.  But  w'iil  say 
that  he  like  his  father,  w'as  a 
large  land  holder,  and  ow'ned  a 
good  deal  of  property.  The  old 
conveyances  are  lost,  but  we 
know'  that  he  received  from  liis 
father  137  acres,  and  a[)parentiy 
pnrchase<l  the  mill  and  th(‘  re- 
maining.' part  of  the  tnrni  covj.- 
tainingOd  acres  fVom  Ids  brother, 
xVbraham,  some  time  alter  tlie 
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death  of  his  father.  He  also 
purchased  160  acres  ironi  the 
heirs  of  Dirk  Johnson,  Samuel 
Morris  and  wife,  Rebecca  , and 
Catharine  Greenleaf,  widow, 
August  2,  1790,  (if  I mistake 
not  the  date.)  which  was  sold 
out  in  smaller  tracts  by  the  ad- 
ministrators of  Abraham  Det- 
weiler,  November  4,  1833,  as 
already  stated. 

Since  we  know  that  John 
Detwei’er  owned  land  along  the 
line  of  Salford,  in  1805,  which 
now  belongs  to  Samuel  Mussel- 
man,  it  appears  very  probable 
that  he  had  purchased  the  said 
land  from  Christian  F'unk,  and 
built  the  first  house  on  that 
farm  where  Mr.  Musseinian  now 
lives,  since  no  one  now  living 
knows  when  or  by  whom  it 
was  built. 

John  Funk,  of  Pi.kharr,  Indi- 
ana, editor  of  the  Herald  of 
Truths  a religious  pa[>er,  puf>- 
lished  in  tiie  interest  ot  the 
Mennonite  cliurcli,  wlio  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Ilenr\’ 
Funk,  was  in  this  neighl 


hood,  perhaps  about  ten  years 
ago,  hunting  up  his  genealogy, 
and  through  the  avssistance  of 
vSamuel  W.  Pennepacker,  of 
Philadelphia,  obtained  a copy  of 
Henry  Funk’s  will,  which  he 
afterward  published  in  its  origi- 
nal German,  It  is  a very  in- 
teresting document.  We  deem 
the  following  to  be  a faithful 
translation  thereof; 

Fr.\nconia  Township,  \ 

Jane  13,  1759.  ) 

The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of 
Me,  Henry  Funk. — Since  we  know  that 
we  have  no  abiding  place  in  this  sorrow- 
ful world,  but  through  death  must  leave 
it  in  the  liope  of  a better  kingdom,  so 
there  is  a presentiment  in  my  mind  that 
the  time  of  my  departure  may  be  near  at 
hand,  although  the  time  is  not  known  to 
me.  And  as  God  hath  blessed  me  and  my 
deceased  wife  with  a numerous  family  of 
children,  as  ahso  my  labors  for  the. sup- 
port of  our  lives,  therefore  1 consider  it 
my  duty  to  write  down  those  things 
which  I desire  to  have  ob.served  after  my 
said  departure.  And  as  it  falls  heavily 
i»n  me  to  s.?e  liow  to  order  all  things  right- 
ly, r shall  tlierefore  try  to  (h>  as  well  herein 
as  I can  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  as 
follows : and  herewith  I wish  all  those 
herein  mentioned  jteace  and  righteous- 
ness in  tlie  name  <,*f  the  L(.*rtl. 

f.  .yfter  I shall  have  (U-parrc<l  this  life 
I dt'sire  to  lu‘  buried  in  an  urdi  riy  manner 
aircording  to  our  customary  and  chri.stiaii 
j)raetice. 


)or- 
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n.  All  the  for  my  faneml  as 

well  as  all  my  jii>  t debts  shaii  be  j)  hd  in 
advance  out  of  my  tstaie  in  order  that  no 
one  may  sustain  any  loss  tlierelrr. 

III.  Whereas,  my  tirst  'wii’e.  Ann"'., 
died  on  the  8th  of  Ju-y,  ITdc,  and  as  there 
is  no  second  wife  there  are  no  orders 
necessary  in  that  inspect. 

IV.  As  my  dau;j;-ht:‘r.  Esth.er.  is  lame 

in  all  her  limbs,  and  unth  this  day  could 
neither  stand  nor  waA  of  hei'self,  and  it 
is  not  probable  that  .s'ne  will  ever  lea-ii  to 
walk  ; it  is  th.erefore  necessary  that  provi- 
sion should  be  made  for  the  su])port  and 
care  for,  this,  my  dauAiter.  Therefo''e  I. 
as  father,  cive  her:  First,  a j^ood  full 

suit  of  new  clothts,  such  as  are  customary 
amon^  us.  Second,  bedstead  and  jjood 
beddnig.  namely,  for  below  ami  for  cover- 
ing, and  pillows  all  well  fvtralshed.  Third, 
£4»>0,  I say  lour  hundi'ed  pounds  of  good 
current  money  out  of  my  funds.  F(»uith, 
whereas,  my  late  father-in-law.  Christian 
!Moyer,  bequeathed  to  the  .said  lame  Est- 
her tl.e  sum  of  b‘3.  which  three  pounds  I 
received,  so  those  three  {(oamis.  imdud.ng 
the  inteiesr  thert-o',  shall  be  adde<l  to  h.  r 
share,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Esdner.  It 
is  therefore  my  will  liiat  the  said  Esther 
sh.all  he  well  kept  and  ca:vd  for.  of  the 
same  which  I,  by  the  bk.ssings  of  God. 
h ive  been  a ole  to  give  and  I tequeath  t<  * 
her,  by  my  execut<)rs  and  th.eir  brothers 
and  si.'ters  as  loug  as  >he  shu  1 reni  dn  in 
this  pe>o"  and  helpless  ._()udlth>n. 

V.  For,  tml  in  which  laise,  and  for  the 
inlm'nlstrn- :on  thereof.  I aj>po‘nt  a>  dirt 
ors  III  th's  mat:  U'  t,..e  M dcr>  ( Ih  akoiio 

in  l;e  vhuic)i  of  » i r .•  t.  dcm>  idir  t d 
M •miou.te.'',  : moug  whom  I ....ve  ^Ncvcd. 
a.s  mhii.-'ter  for  a long  .ime,  nriiic'.y: 
C.uG.lctU  Movi  r a. id  Min.  u l Dci.-tciu 


and  their  su ’cessn-s  In  office,  with  the 
consent  of  their  colnborers  ; and  if  con- 
trary to  my  ex|>cc:atio"s.  through  or  f;  oni 
any  cause  or  clrcum.<-tan(  e or  change 
amon  g my  executors  or  heirs,  it  should  so 
happen  that  tlieir  love  for  their  said  poor 
sister  should  decrease,  and  sh?  should  not 
be  properly  regarded  and'p'-ovlded  for.  I 
do  then,  in  such  erse.  fully  authorize  ti  e 
said  elders  and  ministers  of  the  a.h:>rtsald 
church  to  call  to  account  mv  executors, 
or  their  heirs  and  executors,  in  reg.anl  to 
all  that  I have  g’ven  the  s:uld  Estiier,  and 
to  take  all  that  is  yet  remainmg  t'^ereof 
into  their  care  to  provide  for  the  w n~s  of 
the  said  Estiier.  so  long  as  it  lasts,  to  get 
a good  place  for  her  and  to  pty  for  her 
keeping.  And  after  Esther’s  departure, 
when  all  that  concerns  her  has  been  paid 
for.  The  remauider.  if  there  is  any  thing 
remaining,  shall  he  div'ded  among  my 
he’rs:  and  lam  in  th.e  liope  that  my  ex- 
eentors  and  he’rs.  as  well  also  as  the 
elders  (deacons)  of  the  s id  church,  will 
bear  tli’s  from  me  concem'ng  their  Christ- 
ian duty  and  observe  t'ne  same  in  regard 
to  the  said  pro:-  Es-ber.  lo  which  may  the 
grace  of  God  be  gTanted.  Itkm. — It  is 
also  my  will  Fuat  btrs’des  those  new  clothes 
arid  bed  for  the  sahl  Estbe”.  ail  lu*r  new 
clothes  and  heildh'g  hi  the  future  shall  he 
boug’it  acid  paid  for  mir  of  tiie  afo’-emen- 
tioncil  money  \vh‘<  h I have  given  to  her. 
and  whoever  w:ll  ktep  the  sai«l  Esther 
lie.Nt  and  wdl  take  c.'’iv  of  lier  shall  have 
her  in  care  fir.-*,  ilu-r  is  fur  tl'L  I say 
"^'elve  pouii'ls  . i-nuaiiy.  good  enrrenr 
moiH-y  oat  of  lie:’  a buvmeu; zoned  lega<’y. 
aud  hi  c.  >e  lier  iitinc  iv  imfi>miuarely 
^1  oil'd  i\-;ise  >o  that  slie  eouM  not  b«‘ 
ke[)t  tor  the  ^ id  .iiinr.  ' uni.  then  ihere 
siiall  be  sueli  add  ou  m dc  tin  i\  to  a>' 
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those  aln-ady  mentioned  shall  see  fit.  In 
this  way  it  is  my  will  that  the  said  Esther 
shall  be  cared  for,  in  sickness  and  in 
health,  with  meat  and  drink,  and  lodging, 
and  that  she  shall  be  kept  clean  in  wash- 
ing and  mending  her  clothing  and  bed- 
ding, and  that  she  shall  be  kept  clean  of 
lice  and  other  vermin,  as  also  of  all  otlier 
imcleanliness. 

VI.  My  oldest  son,  John  Funk,  shall 
have  his  apprenticeship  free  and  shall 
liave.  £5,  I say  five  pounds  in  money  be- 
sides yet,  above  his  equal  share  which  he 
shall  receive  with  his  brothere  and  sisters. 

VH.  For,  and  in  consideration  of  my 
land  whereon  I live,  I have  granted  abe>ut 
137  acres,  I say  one  hundred  anel  thirty- 
seven  acres  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  perches  tliereof,  heretofore  in  the  pos- 
session of  my  son,  Christian  Funk.  For 
130  acres  thereof  he  shall  pay  £‘30‘2,  I say 
three  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds^  and 
in  consideration  of  the  one  remaining 
acre  and  140  perches  he  shall  allow  the 
miller  (my  son,  Abraham  Futik,)  a full 
sutlicumcy  of  ground  and  space  on  the 
said  land  for  a miil-dam  and  the  liead  and 
tail-race,  ■ for  the  accommodation  of  the 
said  mill  in  sucli  way  as  may  be  done  to 
to  the  best  advantage,  and  as  the  same  is 
at  present  arranged  and  occupied,  with- 
out causing  any  hindrance  to  the  water  of 
the  said  mill.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
said  miller  shall  leave  0})tn  a road  for  him 
who  owns  the  above  mi*nti()neil  plantation 
(as  his  heritage-  remission  of  the  said  land. ) 
at  or  near  the  said  mill  house,  ii'to  his 
field  ttovard  the  grave-yard  : and  is  there 
are  yet  certain  other  03  acres,  I say  sixty- 
three  acres  and  nineteen  perches  »)f  land 
left  remaining  of  the  same  tract,  1 have 
granted  this  witli  the  said  mill  thi'Vi'on 


and  all  the  appurtenances  belonging  to 
the  said  mill,  including  also  all  other 
buildings  thereon,  sometime  already  into 
the  po.ssession  of  my  son,  Abraham  Funk, 
and  valued  the  same  to  him  at  €338,  I say 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds, 
with  this  reservation  that  I can  reside 
thereon  as  long  as  I please,  or  live. 

VIII.  The  payment  for  the  said  plan- 
tation and  the  said  mill  shall  be  made  in 
one  and  the  same  manner.  First,  after 
my  decease  the  said  Christian  Funk  shall 
pay  to  the  said  Esther  the  interest  on  two 
hundred  pounds,  but  only  at  four  per 
cent.  In  a similar  manner,  the  said 
Abraham  Funk  sliall  pay  the  same  on  two 
hundred  pounds  at  four  per  cent.  And 
then  the  said  Christian  Funk,  at  the  first 
May  Fair  or  the  Autumn  Fair,  w’hich- 
ever  comes  first  after  my  death,  shall  pay 
of  the  principal  the  sum  of  £2-1,  I say 
twenty-five  pounds.  In  the  same  manner, 
Abraham  Funk  shall  also  pay  the  same 
amount.  Thus  shall  each  one  separately 
continue  to  pay  off  each  year  until  the 
whole  amount  has  )>een  paid.  And  when 
Esther's  money  has  thus  been  paid  out 
then  my  executors  may  put  the  same  on 
interest  into  reliable  hands  : and  if  to  my 
chihlren  then  only  four  i)er  cent,  shall  be 
taken.  Rut  if  my  e.xecutors  can  not  lemi 
out  the  money  for  want  of  reliable  bor- 
rowers then  my  exoiuitors  shall  not  be  held 
responsible  for  the  interest,  and  when 
Esther  shall  have  pas.sed  away  my  children 
shall  not  pay  any  fui  tlu  r interest  there- 
on. but  sliall  pay  out  the  princip.al  as  it 
rightly  belong.-,  to  'u-  ffuie. 

IX.  ( bi  acc'unt  of  di  sturb.uK  rlcue 
shall  no  public  sale  be  made,  and  my 
movable  property  may  be  sold  and  dividu <i 
by  my  lunrs  among  tliemstd vi*s  tin' 
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w{iy  they  can.  And  what  concerns  my 
outstanding  debts  (credits  and  bills)  so 
shall  they  be  collected  in  the  same  way  as 
I have  always  done — by  using  no  force 
against  any  man  ; and  what  is  lost,  or  is 
regarded  as  lost,  may  be  lost,  and  my 
lieirs  shall  leave  all  such  debts  (or  monies) 
uncollected,  because  I hope  the  blessing 
of  God  will  bring  it  after  to  them  in  some 
other  way,  which  point  I desire  may  not 
be  forgotten. 

X.  It  is  also  my  sincere  will  that  soon 
after  my  death  aiid  funeral  £‘5,  I say  five 
pounds  of  current  money,  shall  be  paid 
into  the  alms  fund  of  the  aforesaid  church, 
denominated  3[ennonites,  in  which  I 
served  a long  time  as  minister.  And  tilso 
in  thankfulness  to  the  Lord  if  the  said 
Esther,  through  the  goodness  of  God, 
sliould  become  so  that  she  could  walk,  or 
if  she  could  be  brought  out  of  her  x>resent 
condition,  through  the  Lord,  from  the 
misery  of  this  world  into  eternal  rest,  at 
the  fulfillment  of  either  of  these  events, 
when  the  said  Esther  shall  be  redeemed 
of  her  j)resent  miserable  life,  the  sum  of 
£10,  I say  ten  pounds  of  the  said  estate, 
without  any  controversy,  shall  forthwith 
be  paid  into  the  alms  fund  of  the  afore- 
said church, 

XT.  After  a xn*o|:>er  div\sion  has  been 
made  for  each  one’s  share  of  inheritance 
and  be«iuests  out  of  my  estate  as  contain- 
ed here  in  my  testament,  it  is  my  will  that 
the  remainder  of  whatever  name  it  may 
be,  movable  goods  or  money,  or  outstand- 
ing debts,  as  also  what  my  marrict  I cliildren 
have  lieretofore  receivt'd,  wbicli  is  wricti.-n 
down  in  iny  i>o<)k  krj>t  1‘or  that  })ur[H»se, 
shall  l)c  added  together,  and  all  rl us  shall 
be  divided  intoegual  shares  among  my  nine 
children,  namely,  my  sons  ; John,  Henry. 


Christian,  and  Abraham  Funk;  and  my 
daughters,  namely : Barbara,  Anna, 

Mary,  Fronica,  and  Elizabeth  Funk.  But 
those  of  them  who  have  already  received 
considerably  shall  not  receive  more  until 
those  who  have  received  less  have  that 
much  also,  so  that  the  shares  of  my  said 
nine  children  shall  all  bn  alike  ; and  those 
who  have  already  received  too  much  shall 
pay  in  proportion  to  the  relation  of  things. 

XI 1.  The  land  on  which  JacoW  Jiiei: — 
now  lives  I bought  from  Ebenezer  Kin_ 
nesly,  for  which  I have  a conveyance,  and 
gave  him  bonds  for  the  money,  so  that  I 
have  x>aid,  for  the  land,  the  expenses  and 
the  interest  which  gradually  increased 
till  to  the  present  time,  including  the  sum 
of  £84,  I say  eighty-four  xiounds,  three 
shillings  and  five  i)ence.  Besides  this 
there  is  payable  the  sum  of  £o0,  I say 
fifty  pounds,  due  on  a bond  to  Dirk  John- 
son for  the  same  land.  Xow  if  the  said 
Jacob  Baer,  or  his  heirs,  will  x>ay  the  said 
debts  on  the  said  land  then  my  executors 
shall  give  him  my  deed  for  the  saiil  land, 
with  all  my  right  therein  to  him,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  to  hold,  and  also  shall  make 
and  execute  a deed  for  him  out  of  the 
said  deed,  which  shall  be  as  binding  as  if 
I had  made  it  myself.  But  in  case  my 
executors  and  heirs  should  be  obliged  to 
X>ay  the  s lid  dfbt  on  the  said  laml  then 
they  shall  be  authorized  to  sell  a jiart  of 
the  s.aid  land,  and,  as  already  stated,  to 
give  tlie  purchaser  a lawful  deed  therefor, 
in  order  to  rex>ay  the  said  del»t  on  the  said 
land,  and  then  to  leave  the  mnaindir  of 
the  said  land  to  said  .).acoV>,  (,'rto  his  iteirs. 
and  in  siu  h case  to  give  a deed  or  title  In 
the  aforeineiuioiied  way  for  the  saiil  lait'L 

XHl,  I ha.\e  also  a tract  of  lan<l  cmi- 
taining  lihi  acK's.  which  I [mrchasi'd  of 
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the  3Ianor  lauds,  at  the  upper  part  of  a 
branch  of  the  Perkiomy.  for  €100,  I say 
one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  and  ‘paid 
for  the  said  laud,  and  have  a deed  for  the 
same,  which  said  land  my  son,  Henry 
Funk,  shall  have  for  himself,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  but  as  I have  had  consider- 
able expense  in  the  execution  of  a deed 
and  the  improvements  on  the  said  land, 
and  for  nails,  etc.,  which  altogether  I 
estimate  at  £180,  I say  one  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds,  which  it  also  was,  and 
which  is  to  ha  paid  after  my  death  in  cer- 
tain installments,  namely  : till  the  first 
coming  Autumn  Fair  £10, 1 say  ten  pounds; 
till  the  second  Autumn  Fair  =£15,  I say 
fifteen  pounds  ; and  so  on  at  each  Autumn 
Fair,  £15,  until  the  whole  is  paid  for ; but 
if  any  of  these  payments  remain  unpaid  at 
the  sjrecified  time,  the  same  from  that  on 
shall  pay  interest  therefor  for  the  support 
of  the  said  Esther,  but  after  the  death  of 
the  said  Esther  no  interest  shall  be  paid 
by  ray  heirs  on  the  said  unpaid  install- 
ments, 

XIV.  It  is  also  my  will  and  order  that 
as  soon  as  feasible  after  my  death,  my 
sons,  Henry.  Christian,  and  Abraham 
Funk  shall  have  their  conveyances  for  the 
to  them  bequeathed  lands  out  of  my  titled 
possessions  and  conveyances,  to  them, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  have  and  to 
hold,  which  conveyances  my  four  sons 
will  make  and  execute  among  themselves, 
which  will  be  as  good  and  binding  as  if  I 
liad  assisted  them.  Rut  if  any  of  my 
said  sons  shordd  tlie  before  these  things 
a?'e  consumati  ii,  and  h.*u'.e  back  deseend- 
ent  heirs,  then  the  ex-;cuturs  (itr  adminis- 
trators) of  the  dt'ceascd  >hall  unite  with 
my  other  sons  in  executin.g  those  convi'y- 
ances  w hich  '^hall  Rum  W as  good  and  as 


binding  as  if  my  deceased  son  had  made 
it  himself.  But  if  any  one  among  them 
should  behave  himself  disobediently  to 
these  publications,  then  those  who  are 
obedient  thereto  shall  execute  the  said 
conveyances  which  shall  then  stand  and 
shall  be  as  good  as  if  I had  done  it  my- 
self. And  no  one  of  my  heirs  shall  in  any 
way  hereafter  lay  claim  to  any  one  of  the 
said  tracts  of  land.  And  it  is  also  my 
further  will  that  at  the  execution  and  de- 
livery of  the  aforesaid  conveyances  or 
titles  the  owners  of  the  therein  contained 
lands,  as  already  stated,  each 'separately, 
shall  give  to  my  executors  security  in 
written  obligations,  bindingly  made,  that 
they,  each  separately  will  pay  iii  lawful 
money  the  aforesaid  stated  sums  for  the 
same  lands  as  it  has  already  been  ordered 
in  this  will. 

Xy,  And  I hereby  appoint  my  tw'o 
sons,  John  Funk,  and  Christian  Funk, 
for  my  executors,  and  fully  authorize 
them  to  act  and  deal  conformably  with 
my  whole  estate,  aud  as  co-heirs  to  con- 
duct the  wdiole  administration  in  the  afore- 
mentioned way,  and  more  especially  in 
regard  to  my  beloved  daughter,  Esther, 
and  her  estate,  in  the  hope  that  they  w ill- 
ingly  will  do  right  tow'ard  each  one,  so 
far  as  it  is  possible  for  them  as  hereto- 
fore directed  ; and  as  it  is  not  my  will  that 
my  executors  in  their  administration  shall 
sutler  loss  hereby,  so  it  is  not  my  will  nor 
intention,  e ther,  that  my  e.Kecutors  should 
take  ten  })er  cent,  of  the  w hole  estate  for 
services  from  their  brothers  and  sisters  ; 
but  for  the  time  whii.-h  my  executors  make 
use  ol‘.  and  f<»r  the  expv'iiscs  which  they 
have  nmre  than  my  other  heirs  they  snail 
undt-r  all  siu-h  circumstances  be  eotnp.m- 
satcil  agri'oablv  with  righteousness  and 


* 


'P' 


m 


■ ■"  ' ■ < ■ v-t  ' ’"V  i Wittit 

r.,.IL,;.  W^r«'.^.i  '■  '-*':i*^^y***H  I,  , __  * 


.y„ .,» .»H  f.«<i  i »5r>' 

»,.J  JO  W j?  ^ 1,,  «aft;ij : )'.«y  . 

„j  t)t«aWt?!  m,-i  , J*®, ,. ,; 

i , . -VI.  ■ ■a^^o.ki  J&X‘3  ■ t‘^*'  ■ 

'fell  :„iILs 

[»,:.■!.■»>  «-..a  „i 

:-r...ss  - 

,1,J,  vUlnbyv-,0 

’’pt  .i , 1«.:;  v,i«.(  *i.» «‘.'V.|..,«'.  ■»**■  ’-'; 

. , ;,  ■;.«■»«.  •»*-;:!* ,f 

:;^,,i^,,.  „..,,1(  lot  ..Wi«.u  , 't* 

Md4  lit*  ^»o*'  ^ v,ffS 

,..  ;■  fl.«  Jt««  ,„,.M:...-=-.tt  ‘ 

'.'■ , ■■■■'.'  , * 

/.  to  «-¥'*»**» 


'•O'! -3^ 


'iig;t,S:s;:::s;92 

,..,  j ii'B.'  •ill'.’  no  «im'fWovoi<!»«i  Wit?:'  • 

. ' ■' 


■£u.n  ^ :4  A' 

«..:  .,.4.  w»t..>=»f'a«»»*o 
:.,,  ■'■  '.  '-  *• 
uvni  o.»-«y!W 

,J_^  Iifri*!/'. 

C’'-  ' -..T.  «:i  vo(.  Jt!d  "o 

-i.riasi  Wj-'1'»'  *>■*',  ■■'■**  ^ 

,„  ,,,  v,,:.U  •'.  -O-I 

,;.Bi.al;.  tu.n 

■vO  l-'l  ^ 

(»  .«.*!* 

'"■■  vl:' 

..J.^.  -twit  Vrtt  .«'v.>««.t/,/vir-‘*  ihhf  ; 

•!•  .-,1  U'i  74<»  •-J?  S'  -i  . 

-,,,..  - 

,,,; ,,  -,th.«i  tf^  l.'*-*®’^ , '■“'“  “ ,/,;, 

■ ..:,.,,.-v,  ;...>|13  ,‘!'):utJ>  ■..  >if*  t - < 


f 


' u. 


298 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP. 


Christian  satisfaction.  It  is  my  sincere 
will  and  request  that  all  the  said  things 
might  be  made  and  hnished  in  accordance 
with  brotherly  love,  Christian  forbearance 
and  righteousness,  that  no  one  may  de- 
serve censure  on  account  of  such  trilling 
matters  of  worldly  goods.  And  as  for 
such  as  hereunto  may  be  disobedient  it 
will  be  well  to  make  use  of  the  instituted 
laws  against  them. 

In  conclusion  hereto  it  is  my  sincere 
will  and  my  unfeigned  desire  to  my  ex- 
ecutors and  heirs,  and  to  the  overseers  of 
the  aforesaid  church,  to  administer  all 
things  in  love  and  peace,  to  love  the  said 
poor  Esther,  and  to  attend  well  to  her 
wants,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  servicable 
to  them  in  the  obtainment  of  a greater 
inheritance  after  this  present  time. 

This  my  testament,  or  will,  of  me, 
Henry  Funk,  was  written  with  my  own 
hand,  and  was  finisherl  at  the  time  I 
found  myself  in  ordinary  good  health  and 
sound  mind.  Henry  Flnk.  (seal) 

Jacob  Funk. 

Jacob  Overholtzer. 

Benedict  Gem  an. 

Since  writing  and  publishing 
the  former  a pile  of  old  convey- 
ances has  turned  up,  from  which 
we  will  yet  briefly  note  the 
most  important  points  ; some  of 
which  corroborate  what  has 
been  published,  but  some  do  not, 
and  will  make  such  corrections 
as  may  seem  necessary.  In 
the  first  place  we  find  that  a 
warrant  bearing  date  December 


20,  1718,  was  granted  to  Henry 
Funk,  then  of  Germantown, 
by  the  commissioners  of  prop- 
erty, Richard  Hill,  Isaac  Norris 
and  James  Logan,  and  bv 
virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  said 
warrant  ‘‘there  was  surveved 

t/ 

to  him  a certain  tract  of  land 
situated  on  a branch  of  tne 
Perkeawming  creek,”  contain- 
ing 101  acres  and  three-quart- 
ers, with  allowance  of  six  per 
cent.,  being  in  all  about  lOS 
acres.  This  tract  extended 
from  a certain  corner  south- 
west 166  pendies,  then  north- 
west 104  perches,  then  north- 
east 166  perches  and  then  south- 
east 104  perches,  tor  which  he 
paid  i£20,  in  lawful  money,  and 
the  annual  quitrent  of  one 
shilling  sterling  per  100  acres, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  first 
month  (March,)  and  for  this 
tract  he  received  a patent  dated 
December  20,  1733. 

On  the  1st  of  September, 
1718,  a warrant  was  granted  to 
James  Steel,  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  1000  acres,  “on  the 
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eastern  branch  of  the  Perkeaw- 
niing  creek,”  and  from  him 
Henry  Funk  purchased  yet  two 
adjacent  tracts  ; one  of  them  on 
the  south-east  ot  his  other  tract, 
the  whole  leno-th  thereof  con- 
tain  mg  hftv-three  acres,  for 
wdjich  he  paid  ^£10,  and  re- 
ceived a conveyance  dated  De- 
cember 24,  1719,  which  is  wit- 
nessed by  Jacob  Taylor  and 
Lidya  Bolton.  The  other  tract 
containing  forty  acres,  for  which 
he  also  paid  ^‘10,  was  granted 
November  14,  1729.  By  add- 
ing these  three  tracts  together 
we  have  201  a<u'es  in  his  farm 
on  the  Indian  creek,  corrobor- 
ating the  former  statement  con- 
cerning the  number  of  \ears. 
We  then  pass  on  and  notice 
that  the  conveyances  granted 
by  the  executor's  of  Henry 
Funk  to  his  sons  and  heirs  are 
dated  June  2G,  17G0,  and  are 
very  explicitly  written.  John 
Funk  was  a blacksmith  by 
ti-ade.  He  and  his  brother, 
Henry,  both  w'cre  residents  of 
Hilltown  township,  Ihicks  <',oun- 


tv,  showing  that  their  father's 
farm,  at  the  head  waters  of  a 
branch  of  the  Perkiomen,  was 
not  in  Bedminster,  but  in  Hill- 
towm,  that  the  land  had  been 
part  of  the  manor  of  Perkasie. 
We  then  notice  that  the  mill 
property  and  farm,  containing 
sixty-three  acres  of  land  wdth 
buildings  and  improvemejits, 
granted  to  Abraham  Funk  by 
his  father  and  confirmed  to  him 
by  the  executors  at  ^-he  said 
date,  w^as  owmed  by  him  only 
three  years ; for  on  the  2Sth 
day  of  March,  17G3,  he  and  his 
wife,  Mary,  conveyed  the  same 
to  his  brother,  Christian  Funk, 
for  jCSOO,  lawTul  money. 

The  graveyard,  at  that  time 
in  George  Help’s  field,  w'as,  de- 
nondnated  the  “Mennonists 
burial  ground  .” 

We  further  find  that  Christian 
Funk  did  not  purchase  IGO 
acres  from  Catharine  Green- 
leaf,  Samuel  Morris  and  his 
wife,  R.'bccca,  in  179(i,  as 
stated  in  a previous  sketcln  but 
only  forty  acres. 


Eftid^ifoK’n  9tl  1^9  «.fv-^#  sC,  ‘3i  W-  # ' 

|^!^.pBO(.t  ®..««ai> 

9B,:^  Jjwll»^  ;ln«^'nf».«iT..  _«  Vi«r  foarfl  Wi  ..ggi' 
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I thought  I hacV  the  inior- 
mation  from  a reliable  source,  - 
but  on  further  investigation  it 
appears  that  I w:is  mistaken. 

Christian  Eunkbs  wife,  Bar- 
bara, died  December  29,  1792, 
and  on  July  29,  1794,  he  con- 
veyed his  vast  plantation,  con- 
taining 241  acn^s  and  fifty-one 
perches  of  land  with  grist-rnii!, 
water  rights,  buildings  and  im- 
provements, to  his  son-in-law, 
John  Detweiler,  for  =£3300,  in 
gold  and  silver. 

Christian  Funk  died  May  31, 
1811,  aged  eighty  years.  The 
said  John,  or  Ilannes,  Det- 
weiler, as  he  was  tamiliarly 
called,  was  a son  of  John  Det- 
weiler, of  Perkiomen,  or  Beb- 
ber’s  township,  as  it  was  then 
called.  Among  the  old  con- 
veyances handed  to  me  for  ex- 
amination is  one  granted  to  his 
father  by  Edward  Ship})en  and 
his  two  brothers,  Jose[)h  and 
A'illiam.  an<l  their  wiw'.-,  all  of 
the  city  of  ri'iilat]eh)hia.  for 
182  acres  ol‘  laud,  in  1743. 
This  faian  or  ti'act  of  land  was 
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bounded  on  the  north-east  by 
lands  of  Jacob  Markley,  on  the 
south-east  by  the  line  of  Eeb- 
ber’s  toAvnship,  on  the  south- 
west b\  lands  of  Hachel  Du 
Bois  and  John  Pav.ding,  and  on 
the  north-west  by  ^ the  said 
Pawling’s  land.  It  extends  200 
perches  along  Merkley’s  land, 
154  perches  along  the  township 
line,  and  was  probably  located 
near  the  mouth  ot  Zachariah 
creek.  John  Detweiler,  of  the* 
second  gec.eration,  was  a resi- 
dent (4"  Franconia  township 
when  he  purchased  that  farm 
from  his  father-in-law,  Christ- 
ian Funk.  His  first  wife  was 
Funk's  d:iughter.  He  is  yet 
remembered  by  very  old  people, 
and  in  his  old  age  he  lived  on 
the  next  faian  above,  on  the 
north-west  side  of  the  Indian 
creek,  wliile  his  -fm,  Abraham, 
lived  where  John  X.  CTmiens 
now  lives,  as  aleady  stated. 
There  is  also  acouvevanee  liere 
>howiua  tint  Jarob  < >\-erhuirzer, 
the  Memioiiite  ministcr,to  wiiom 
refrrence  lias  -('veral  times  has 
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been  made  in  previous  sketches, 
lived  neiir  the  Indian  creek,  on 
the  next  farm  above  Funk’s, 
lie  was  the  only  son  of  Jacob 
Overholtzer,  deceased,  and  had 
three  sisters,  named,  Barbara, 
Ann  and  Elizabeth.  Their 
farm  containing  200  acres  Inid 
been  purchased  in  two  tracts. 
Barbara  was  a widow,  and  is 
called  Barbara  Funk  ; Ann  was 
the  wife  of  Mathias  Stauffer,  of 
Conestoga  township,  Lancaster 
county,  and  E.izabeth  Avas  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Hackman,  of 
Franconia.  On  the  30th  of 
July,  1756,  the  said  three 
daughters  and  their  husbands 
convp}'ed  the  said  farm  to  their 
brother,  Jacob  Overholtzer,  Jr. 
The  said  Mathias  Stauffer  very 
probably  was  a son  of  Chi’istian 
Stauffer,  of  Lower  Siiiford,  and 
in  later  years  [)urch;ised  his 
lather's  farm,  mid  lived  on  it 
during  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion : the  name  of  his  wife  was 
Ann. 


RUDOLPH  HARLEY. 

The  early  records  or  convey- 
ances belonging  to  the  farm  now 
owned  lay  Yellis  Cassel  have 
been  lost,  and  therefore  its  early 
history  is  not  veigv  detinitely 
known  ; though  so  much  has 
been  ascertained  that  a pretty 
good  account  ot  it  can  be  .given. 
xVbraham  H.  Cassel,  whose  resi- 
dence is  also  on  the  same  firm, 
says  he  has  gone  to  much 
trouble  to  hunt  up  the  old  con- 
veyances, but  has  not  been  able 
to  find  any  ; though  he  found 
a few  references  to  it  in  con- 
veyances of  adjacent  tracts.  So 
much  is  known  of  the  carl\’ 
history' of  the  place  that  it  be- 
longed to  John  Henry  Schneider 
for  many  years.  His  name  ap- 
pears in  the  tax  list  of  Salford 
in  1731.  and  here  he  lived, 
w'iiei’e  he  ivas  rated  on  100 
acres  of  land  at  that  time,  but 
how  long  lie  lived  her-:'  before 
that  date  and  iVom  viiovu  he 
purchased  the  land  or  wliat 
were  h\<  exact  number  ct' acres, 
we  cannot  say.  But  apparent- 
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Iv,  the  original  tract  contained 
all  that  land  now  contained  in 
the  main  larm  belonging  to 
Yellis  Cassel,  and  that  of  John 
Shisler  and  the  farm  belonging 
to  Aaron  H.  Moyer,  and  what  at 
first  belonged  to  Adam  Hart- 
man's and  George  Hanger’s 
farms.  This  tract,  apparently, 
might  have  contained  about  IdO 
acres.  But  John  Schneider  was 
a speculator  who  tried  to  in- 
crease his  acres  and  purchased 
additional  tracts,  extending  up 
nearly  to  the  Branch  creek, 
where  he  purcliased  a tract  in 
1739.  But  as  we  have  no  early 
conveyance  we  cannot  give  a 
definite  description  thereof,  but 
must  be  contented  with  refer- 
ences found  in  other  convey- 
ances by  Abraham  II.  Cassel. 

In  the  “History  of  Harleys- 
ville”  it  is  stated  that  the  land 
on  both  sides  of  the  great  road 
from  Jacob  Price, s land  north- 
west 270  perches  belmiged  to 
John  Isaac  Klein,  and  after  him 
to  Hiciiard  Klein,  whose  resi- 
dence was  where  Jeremiah 


Shelly  now  lives.  The  whole 
tract  contained  301  acres,  and 
its  north-east  and  south-west 
sides  were  270  perches  or  over 
thr^^e-fourths  of  a mile  long,  ex- 
tending up  at  least  as  far  as 
Weishey’s  place.'  But  how 
much  ol  that  land  was  located 
on  the  east  side  of  the  great 
road  I cannot  say.  He  owned 
that  great  tract  twenty-two 
3'ears,  and  then  he  and  his  wife 
conveyed  it  to  their  two  sons, 
Jacob  and  Richard,  March  II, 
1758.  Richard  Klein  owned 
his  part  of  the  tract,  bordering 
on  Daniel  Price’s  land,  yet  in 
1787.  So  that  John  Schneider 
never  owned  that  land,  now  be- 
longing to  Rev.  Jonas  Harley 
and  others,  though  it  was  prob- 
ably purchased  from  Mr.  Klein 
by^  Rudolph  Harley  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  last  century.  In 
the  spring  of  1754  John  Schneid- 
er purchased  from  Charles 
S(‘hwartz  and  wife  the  farm  now 
belonging  to  Franiv  Xice.  form- 
erly the  pro[>erty  of  Willinm 
Kulp,  but  did  not  own  it  over 
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foLir  inouths,  for  on  August  o, 
17o4,  he  and  his  wif-,  Blandiiio, 
conveyed  and  confinned  the 
same  to  Martin  Stnnvecker.  It 
had  evidently  been  bought  only 
tor  speculation.  At  that  time 
Itudolph  Harley  wa.s  still  living 
where  Enos  Wambold  now  lives, 
and  purchased  a small  strip  of 
land  from  John  Schneider  and 
wife  in  the  short  time  that  he 
owned  the  aforementioned  farm. 
Iludolph  Harley  owned  the 
Wambold  farm  from  1744  to 
1784,  a period  of  forty  years, 
which,  at  the  time  he  sold  it, 
contained  at  least  244  acres. 
In  the  tax  list  of  1760  we  still 
find  the  names  of  John  Schneid- 
er and  his  son,  Adam,  in  Lower 
Sal  lord,  but  he  [irobabl}'  died 
soon  afterward  : at  any  I'ate  his 
farm  on  tlie  Indian  Creek  was 
purcliased  by  Hiulol[<h  Harley, 
in  176  i'V  abv)ut  that  time,  and 
it  is  said,  he  al’terward  owned 
the  land  on  tlie  noi‘th-ea't  .^ide 
o{  the  piia-.  Irom  the  meeting 
hoii.-e  up  to  Tol'ia>  iSaceh"  ipiace. 
hut  as  tlie  conveyances  are  io-t 
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we  cannot  vouch  for  it  all. 

lludolph  Harley,  born  July 
14,  1719,  Has  a son  of  Fatdolph 
Harley,  Sr.,  who  it  is  claimed, 
came  to  America  in  1719,  and 
his  son,  it  is  said,  was  born  on 
the  vessel  while  his  parents 
were  making  their  voyage. 
Though  it  is  uncertain  whether 
they  came  from  German}'  or 
from  England,  .since  there  were 
prominent  men  of  the  Harley 
family  inboth  of  tliose  countries 
at  the  same  time.  But  be- 
cause of  their  identification  with 
the  Brethren  or  Dunkard 
church  the  preponderance  of 
probability  would  ^iill  on  the 
German  side  for  this  family. 
Be.-ides,  4Ir.  Cassel  had  a book 
whicli  he  sold,  a work  on 
theology,  in  German.  |)ublished 
soon  after  the  Heformation. 
whose  author  was  Dr.  Samuel 
Harley,  proving  that  the  Harlevs 
were  German.  On  the  iither 
hand  we  find  that  there  wei-e 
[>rmiiinent  men  of  the  Haiii  v 
f.imiiy  in  England,  sucli  as 
ivobei'f  Harlo}-.  who  came  to 
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the  front  in  English  politics  Jind 
took  an  active  part  in  the 
''•overnnient  under  ihieen  Anna, 

O ^ 

from  1701  to  1714,  w’hen  it 
pleased  the  Queen  to  promote 
him  to  Earl  of  Oxford.  And 
then  wm  have  Thomas  Harley, 
a resident  of  Kingsliam  Court, 
in  Herefordshire,  who  purchased 
dOOO  acres  of  land  from  Adlliam 
Penn,  July  4,  10S2.  This  land 
was  located  partQv  in  Hat  held, 
partly  in  Franconia  and  perha[)S 
partly  in  some  other  township, 
or  county.  Witli  tiiese  remarks 
on  the  nationality  of  tiie  Harleys 
we  will  leave  the  subject  for 
others  to  discuss. 

Pudolph  Harley,  Jr.,  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Elder  l^eter 
Pecker,  of  Germantown,  the 
first  minister  of  the  Pi-etliren 
churcli  in  America,  and  raised 
thirteen  children,  whose  naimrs 
we  will  give  in  lAiglish  iis  John, 
Joanna.  Lima,  Mary,  l(udol[ih, 
IHi'/abeth,  Jacob,  Henry,  Sarah, 
Sinunel,  Joseph,  Mary  Margaret, 
and  Aiwaliam. 


Itudolph  Harley  was  a resi- 
dent of  Lower  Salford  at  the 
time  he  purchased  that  farm 
containing  170  acres,  wdiere 
Enos  Mhimbold  now  lives.  His 
name  does  not  appear  in  the 
tax  list  of  1741,  for  he  was  not 
married  yet  at  that  time.  His- 
marriage  ap))arentl\'  must  have 
taken  place  about  the  year  1740, 
when  lie  wais  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  then,  it  is  said, 
he  first  moved  to  Am  well,  in 
Huntjerdon  county,  New  Jersey, 
Init  did  not  remain  , there  long. 
He  tiien  lived  on  the  tarm  1h'- 
longing  t()  Enos  Ahiridiold,  about 
eighteenyears  and  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  at  Indian  creek.  He 
\vas  a member  of  the  Prethren 
or  Dunkard  church,  and  was 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  pioor 
of  I.ower  Salford  in  1704.  He 
was  nne  of  the  supervisors  of  the 
tnwnshi[)  in  170i‘)and  in  1770. 
He  made  hi>  last  will  and  test.-i- 
ni'Uit  in  writing,  dati-d  May  1 1. 
1700',  whic.u  ^vas  [)rovim  Au- 
gint  1,  ISOO,  so()n  aftmdiisdi'ath, 
at  whii'h  e\'eiit  ia'  ennsiapient ly 
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\v;is  over  ninety  years  of  age. 
His  ■\\lfe,  Mary,  also  died  .^oon 
afterward.  Itis  son,  Jacob,  was 
not  nbarried.  and  it  is  said,  be 
was  to  have  120  acres  of  land 
to  the  message  where  Kev. 
J()]ias  Harley  lives,  valued  at 
.£*700,  to  be  pai<l  for  by  annual 
installments  of  £o0  each,  pro- 
N^idirur  he  ^could  marr\'.  But 

o V 

in  case  he  would  not  marry  his 
bmther,  Abraham,  was  to  have 
the  farm  for  .£800.  Jacob  did 
not  marry,  and  Abraham  con- 
sequently received  the  farm. 

Since  writing  the  former  we 
have  had  this  traditional  matter 
investigated  and  find  it  nearly 
correct,  asfollov's,  ‘ Jtem:  First, 

[ give  to  my  son,  Jacob,  part 
of  my  [ilantation  whereon  I live, 
120  acres,  to  him,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  fonwer,  valued  at  £700. 
* "=  ^ If  he  should  die  with- 

out issue,  them  Abraham  is  to 
have  it  for  £8(Mi.'’  This  is 
uuu'ely  an  extract  of  the  long 
aiui  <'xplicir  iti-m. 

dohn  Harley,  of  tile  third 
gtme.ration.  tla*  old(‘st  <011  of 
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Budolph,  the  second,  born  Au 
gust  10,  1741,  married  a wo- 
man whose  name  is  not  known, 
and,  it  is  said,  thev  had  eleven 
children,  but  it  is  not  known 
what  the  names  of  their  chil- 
dren were  excepting  one,  Ru- 
dolph. They  lived  in  Pikeland 
township,  (Chester  county.  Ru- 
dob)h  had  a farm  and  valuable 
merchant  mill,  and  was  at  one 
time  in  good  circumstances. 
But  in  advanced  age  he  married 
a second  wife,  who  had  been 
his  housekeeper.  She  was  a 
wddow  and  had  a number  of 
children,  and  they  together  had 
yet  one  when  he  was  nearly 
eighty-one  years  old.  She  was 
an  artful  Delilah  in  proviiling 
for  her  own  children.  She  pre- 
vailed on  him  in  getting  him  to 
sign  her  instrument  of  writing 
when  he  was  quite  old.  She 
dit‘d  soon  afterward,  and  his 
e-^tate  went  to  her  children, 
leax  ing  him  in  extreme  poverty 
with  hi'^  iiltle  child.  \r 

that  time  he  lived  near  Mcr- 
(•('rshui-e.  in  1‘hriuklin  county. 
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Pa.,  ].)ut  w;).s  oblio’od  to  fj;o 

begging,  and  came  all  the  way 
back  here  to  his  friends  at 
Indian  creek  and  elsewhere  on 
foot  for  assistance,  about  the 
year  1840,  being  about  eighty- 
one  years  old. 

Joanna  Harley,  the  second 
child  and  oldest  dauuhter  ot 
lludolph,  born  April  21,  1743, 
married  Hans  Ulrich  Stauffer, 
tiiough  he  generally  wrote  his 
name  I Ian  Ullv.  He  was  a son 
of  Christian  Stauffer,  of  Lower 
Salford,  whose  residence  was 
where  Isaac  I).  Alderfer  now 
lives.  He  and  liis  brother, 
Mathias,  wmre  the  two  executors 
who  settled  their  father’s  estate, 
in  1782-3.  (See  sketch  of  Chris- 
tian Stauffer.)  He  lived  on  tlie 
Pranch  creek,  in  east  L^pper 
Salford,  where  one  of  his  de- 
scendents,  whose  name  was 
John,  an  excentric  shiftless 

fellow,  lived  vet  s<mie  \'ears 

*■ 

ago,  starving  Ids  cattie  and 
m'glecting  hi.'^  (*i’op.>  umil  lie 
i)ec;;.me  <[uite  ]>oor.  Jolm 
( li-ieli,  or  llan  Ully,  Staidler 


and  his  wife,  Joanna,  had 
thirteen  children,  namely  : ILi- 
dolpli,  w'ho  lived  in  Coventry 
township,  Chester  county  : 
Henry,  wdio  lived  in  Gwynedd 
township,  Christian,  wdto- lived 
at  Kulpsville,' known  as  “Little 
Chi'istian,”  the  gi'andfather  of 
Christ  Stover,  the  harness 
maker,  of  the  same  place; 
John,  wlio  lived  on  the  ohl 
homestead  in  U[)[)er  Salford, 
and  Catharine,  wite  of  Jacob 
AVisler,  Hannah,  wife  ot  Penja- 
ndn  Frederick,  of  Coventry 
township,  Chester  county,  who 
had  twenty  children  ; the  ex- 
centric  Isaac  P'rederick,  who 
used  to  stroll  around  o\  er  the 
countiy,  was  one  of  them  ; 
Elizabeth  or  Pettie,  wife  of 
David  Tit  low,  fatlier  of  Joliii 
Titiow.  also  ot  Coventry  town- 
ship, Chester  county:  Paelu'l, 
Wife  of  I.saac  Overlioltzei’,  and 
others  wiio  are  not  known. 

lama,  the  tliii'd  chial  oi'  Pu- 
dolj)li  ihirley,  born  Ma\-  (. 
1717.  w»‘s  twlee  mai'ried.  Her 
iirst  hu.^band  wa^  a Landis,  and 
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her  second  Imsband  was  Fred- 
erick Diehl.  It  is  said  she  had 
nine  children,  but  her  descend- 
ents  are  so  much  scattered,  and 
many  of  them  in  the  western 
States,  that  very  little  is  known 
of  them. 

Rudolph  Harley,  the  fifth 
child  of  Rudolph,  the  second, 
born  February  7,  1749,  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife 
w\as  Barbara  Bach,  and  the 
second  a Miss  Bomberger,  an 
aunt  to  the  celebrated  doctor 
and  elder,  Christian  Bomberger, 
of  Lancaster  county.  This  Ptu- 
dolph  Harley,  of  the  third  gene- 
ration, lived  in  Chester  county 
and  had  nine  children.  He  also 
had  a son,  Rudolph,  w'ho  lived 
near  the  Brandywune ; a son, 
Samuel,  w^ho  was  lame  and  was 
the  foster-hither  of  Eli  Slifer,  of 
Harrisburg  notoriety  ; and  John 
and  Abraham  ; and  Jacob,  wdio 
was  many  years  a preacher  in 
the  Bretlu'en  church  in  Coven- 
try, an:.l  was  the  father  of  Johipi 
Harley,  at  present  a mini.'ter 
nf  the  same  chm-ch,  residing  in 


Pottstowm.  They  had  a daugh- 
ter named  Barbara,  married  to 
one  Stager  ; and  Marjy  wite  of 
David  Krupp  ; and  one  wdio  wais 
the  wdfe  of  Joseph  Reiff,  of 
North  Coventry  towmship  ; and 
another  daughter  wdio  unfortun- 
ately had  an  iiligitimate  child, 
but  who  afterward  married  and 
became  a respected  wmman. 
By  his  second  wdfe  he  had  only 
one  child,  named  Benjamin,  w^ho 
is  probably  still  living. 

Elizabeth  Harley,  the  sixth 
child  of  Rudolph,  born  Septem- 
ber 9,  1750,  married  Christian 
Dettra.  They  lived  in  Wor- 
cester towmship,  and,  it  is  said, 
had  ten  children,  among  wdiom 
wmre  John,  Isaac,  Zachariah, 
Christian,  Jr.,  xVbraham  and  a 
daughter  wdio  was  married  to-  a 
Hallman. 

Jacob  Harley,  the  seventh 
child  of  Rudolph,  born  June  8, 
175‘J,  wais  never  manaed,  as 
already  stated  ; he  received  P20 
acres  of  his  father’s  firm.  He 
w'as  accidently  killed  by  the- 
kick  of  a burse  when  he  weas  old. 
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Henry  Harley,  the  eighth 
child  of  Rudolph,  born  July  1, 
1754,  married  Elizabeth  Keely, 
a sister  to  Conrad,  Henry  and 
Valentine  Keely,  and,  it  is  said, 
had  sixteen  children.  They 
lived  on  their  hither’s  farm,  in 
Lower  Salford,  where  Enos 
Wambold  now  lives,  and  then 
bought  the  same  in  1784,  and 
owned  it  sixteen  years,  or  un- 
til 1800,  when  they  removed 
to  Worcester  township  and 

eventuallv  died  there.  He  took 

•/ 

an  active  part'  in  the  affairs  of 
the  township,  while  he  lived  in 
Lower  Salford,  and  held  various 
offices,  but  how  he  did  in  Wor- 
cester I cannot  say.  They  had 
a son,  Rudolph,  who  lived  in 
Philadelphia,  and  left  his  estate 
to  the  Brethren  or  Dunkard 
church  of  the  city,  of  which  he 
was  a member.  They  also  had 
a son,  Henry,  who  after  their 
demise  owned  their  farm,  and  a 
son,  John,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Stong,  the 
tanner,  and  afterward  learned 
the  tanning  and  currying  busi- 


ness from  his  father-in-law ; 
a son,  Samuel,  and  a daughter 
Mary,  who  married  Mathias 
Tyson,  and  Catharine,  wife  of 
Jacob  Bean,  and  Sarah,  who 
married  Jacob  Detweiler,  and 
Rachel,  wife  of  Joseph  Landis, 
and  Hannah,  who  died  an  old 
maid,  and  Ann  or  Nancy,  who 
married  John  Rosenberger,  and 
Margaret,  wife  of  Ilenr}?  dim- 
mer, and  others  who  perhaps 
died  young. 

Sarah  Harley,  the  ninth  child 
of  Rudolph,  born  June  20, 1756, 
married  George  Price  and  had 
six  children,  whose  names  were 
George,  John,  Daniel,  Hannah, 
Mary  and  Sarah,  as  already  re- 
lated in  the  concluding  sketch 
of  the  Prices,  which  see. 

Samuel  Flarley,  the  tenth 
child  of  Rudolph,  born  March 
6,  1758,  married  Catharine,  the 
second  daughter  of  Christopher 
Saur,  of  Germantown,  May  10, 
1785,  and  lived  in  Harleysville, 
as  already  related  at  length  in 
the  history  of  said  village. 
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Joseph  Harley,  the  eleventh 
child  of  Rudolph,  born  March 
14,  17G0,  was  a bachelor  until 
he  was  nearly  fifty  years  of 
age  when  he  Tnarried  Catharine, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Reiff,  and 
widow  of  William  Price,  de- 
ceased, as  already  related  in  the 
sketch  of  the  Prices.  He  after- 
ward owned  the  farm  now  be- 
longing to  Joseph  M.  Cassel, 
and  finally  died  there  Novem- 
ber 9,  1835,  aged  seventy-five 
years,  seven  months  and  twenty- 
five  days.  His  wife,  Catharine, 
born  November  8,  17G1,  died 
December  25,  1840,  ag(‘d 

seventy-nine  years,  erne  month 
and  nineteen  days.  She  is 
buried  by  side  of  her  first  hus- 
band in  the  Prices’  family  bury- 
ing ground,  while  her  second 
husband  is  buried  in  the  Harleys’ 
graveyard  in  Franconia,  to 
which  he  bequeathed  $200  as 
a fund  in  the  hands  of  a trustee, 
the  interest  of  which  were  tc  be 
used  to  keep  a teuce  in  i'e[)air 
around  the  graveyard  for  ever. 
But  recently  the  p)‘inciptd  has 
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been  taken  to  build  sheds  and 
make  other  improvements  at 
that  place  and  elsewhere  which 
can  not  be  looked  at  otherwise 
than  as  very  unwise  and  un- 
lawful of  those  who  did  it,  or 
perhaps  they  themselves  intend 
to  make  bequests  to  that  place 
for  the  same  purpose  hereafter. 

_ Mary  Margaret  Harley,  the 
twelfth  child  of  Rudolj}h,  born 
September  13,  17G2,  married 
Jacob  Detweiler,  and,  it  is  said, 
had  eleven  children.  They 
had  a son,  Jacob,  who  moved  to 
Canada,  a son,  John,  who  hung 
himself  in  Upper  Providence, 
and  Joseph  who  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  a son  x\braham  who 
is  still  living  near  Markley’s 
mill,  on  the  Skippack,  and 
Christian,  who  drowned  himself 
in  a well  in  West  Perkiomen, 
and  Catharine,  wife  of  Georoe 
Detweiler,  the  Mennonite 
preacher,  deceased,  another 
daughter  w^as  married  to  a Hall- 
in-iu,  wdio  lived  near  the  Schu\  1- 
kill,  another  to  a Rdsenberger, 
and  others  wdiose  names  are 
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not  known. 

Abraham  Harley,  the  thir- 
teenth and  youngest  child  of 
Rudolph,  born  June  14,  1765, 
married  Christiana  Giesz  and 
had  ten  children,  whose  names 
were  Jacob,  Rudolph,  Abraham, 
Mary,  Samuel,  John,  Elizabeth, 
Benjamin,  Henry  and  William. 
Christiana  Giesz  was  a child  of 
whose  , parentage  no  tiling  . is 
known ; she  was  partly  raised 
by  old  Rudolph  Harleys,’  and 
after  she  was  of  age  and  free, 
she  remained  in  the  family  as 
maid  until  their  son,  Abraham, 
fell  in  love  with  her  and  married 
her.  She  was  of  an  amiable 
disposition  and  made  a very  de- 
voted and  worth  V wdfe  who  raised 
a large  and  respectable  family 
of  children-  Abraham  Harley 
became  the  owner  of  his  father's 
farm  on  the  Indian  creek,  now 
belonging  to  Yell  is  Cassel,  in- 
cluding the  tracts  which  have 
since  been  sold  off.  He  also 
owned  the  firm  now  bulongimr 
to  his  grandson,  Rev.  Jona^^ 
Harley. and  peihaps  other  tracts 


which  we  are  not  aware  of, 
because  the  old  conversances  are 
lost.  It  is  said  he  owned  325 
acres.  He  granted  a water 
rio'ht  and  riHit  for  a dam  and 
ditch  in  his  meadow^  to  John 
Price,  August  3,  .ISIS,  as  al- 
ready stated  in  the  sketch  _of 
the  Prices.  This  is  a historic 
farm  because  it  belonged  to  a 
historic  family,  many  of  whose 
members  have  been  identified 
with  the  church  of  the  Brethren 
ever  since  the  church  was  plant- 
ed on  American  soil,  some  of 
them  have  been  eminent  min- 
isters. Abraham  Harley  became 
weakened  in  his  mind  in  his  old 
age,  he  experienced  much  mis- 
fortune and  sorrow  in  his  de- 
clining years.  His  property 
was  siezed  and  sold  by  the 
sheriff  to  satisfy  the  debts  of 
his  son,  Abraham,  as  will  be  re- 
lated further  on.  His  son, Samuel, 
built,  or  perhaps  rebuilt,  the 
messuage  where  his  son,  3 onus 
Harley,  now  lives,  and  in  llie 
hitter  3*ears  of  his  life  Alirahain 
and  his  wife  lived  there  also. 
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Abraham  died  there  September 
20,  1833,  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
three  montjjs  and  six  days.' 
His  wife,  died  near 

"Waltz’s  school  house  some  years 
later.  She  is  yet  remembered 
as  a model  cliristian. 
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View  Village,  four  miles  above 
Xorristown,  where  he  carried 
on  the  merchantile  business 
many  years.  His  second  wife 
was  Susanna  Johnson,  by  whom 
he  had  only  one  child,  a son, 
Mathias,  who  is  a successful 


Jacob  Harley,  ihe  oldest  son 
of  Abi*aham,  boi'n  February 
19,  1787,  was  twice  married; 
his  first  wife  was  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Krup]),  of 
Towamencin,  and  a sister  to  the 
eminent  Mennonite  minister, 
John  Krupp,  of  the  same  town- 
ship, and  to  the  excentric  Abra- 
ham Krupp,  of  dying  machine 
celebrity,  as  already  related  at 
length  in  the  ‘ 'History  of  Har- 
leysville.”  By.  his  first  wife 
Jacob  Harley  had  five  children, 
whose  names  were  John,  Abra- 
ham, Annie,  Mary  and  Philip  ; 
these  all  died  young  excepting 
Philip,  who  is  still  li\'ing  at 
Alburris,  in  Lehigh  county, 
tiiough  he  is  an  old  man.  Jac<  J) 
Htirley  was  a successful  mer- 


merchant  at  Fair- View  Village. 
Jacob  Harley  died  April  20, 
1846,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  two 
months  and  one  day.  . 

Rudolph  Harley,  the  son  of 
Abraham,  married  an  illeoit- 
iinate  daughter  of  a Mrs.  Hen- 
dricks, and  owned  an  oil  mill 
on  the  Macoby  creek,  above 
Summeytown,  where,  after  re- 
siding awhile,  he  was  sold  out 
by  his  creditors.  He  then  moved 
to  Lancaster  county,  and  from 
there  to  Bloomington,  Fulton 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  died. 
He  had  six  or  seven  children, 
but  they  are  all  out  West  and 
their  names  are  not  known. 

Abraliam  Harley,  the  third 
son  of  Abraham,  bum  about  the 
year  179(b  marided  ratluiriue. 


chant,  who  lived  near  the  Pres-  daughter  of  John  ReiiT.  of  Lower 
bytx?rian  churidi,  below  Fair-  Salford,  and  had  several  chi!- 


312 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP 


dren,  but  only  the»naine  of  one, 
Abraham,  is  known.  He  pur- 
chased a fine,  valuable  mill  prop- 
erty in  Chester  county  and 
pursuaded  his  father,  Abraham, 
to  go  his  security  for  $6,000, 
and,  after  running  his 
mill  some  years,  failed,  when 
his  father’s  property,  on  the 
Indian  creek,  was  seized  and 
sold  by  the  sheriff,  Philip 
Boyer,  by  virtue  of  a writ  of 
vendition  exponas,  issued  by  the 
Court  of  Montgomerj'  county, 
and  the  sheriff’s  deed  poll,  bear- 
ing date  August  25,  1825,  to 
satisfy  the  creditors,  as  already 
stated.  Abraham  Harley  and 
family  afterward  removed  to 
Union,  Montgomery  county, 
Ohio ; being  a Dunkard  preacher 
already  before  he  went  out  there, 
he  became  an  eloquent  speaker 
in  both  German  and  English, 
and  was  highl}’  distinguished  ; 
but  in  later  years  he  became 
such  a strong  Restorationist 
that  some  people  considered  him 
a Universalist  and  the  cliurch 
refused  his  services.  He  lived 


to  be  nearly  ninetv  vears  of  ao;e. 

Mary  Harley,  the  fourth 
child  of  Abraham,  born  October 
8,  1792,  married  Jacob  Price, 
as  already  related  in  the  sketch 
of  the  Prices,  and  was  the 
mother  of  thirteen  children. 
She  died  April  12,  1881,  aged 
eighty-eight  jmars,  six  months 
and  four  days. 

Samuel  Harley,  the  fifth 
child  of  Abraham,  born  Novem- 
ber 26,  1795,  married  ElizLibeth 
Klein  and  had  two  children. 
Ife  lived  on  the  farm  in  Pepper 
Salford,  where  his  son,  Jonas, 
now  lives,  and  put  all  those 
buildings  there.  He  w\as  a 
minister  and  bishop  or  elder 
*in  the  Dunkard  or  Brethren 
church,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  and  influential 
speakers  the  church  ever  had. 
He  became  widely  known  and 
highly  distinguished  as  a speak- 
er and  orator  in  the  German 
language.  He  died  October  20, 
1878,  aged  eighty-two  }-ears, 
ten  months  airl  twenty-four 
da  vs. 
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John  Harley,  the  sixth  child 
of  xVbrahain,  born  January  IT, 
1798,  married  xMarp;aret  Metz, 
and  had  only  one  child,  a 
diiughter,  Mary,  who  died  in 
her  sixteenth  year,  in  1836. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  died  April  9,  1833,  aged 
thirty-five  years,  two  months 
and  twenty-two  days.  His 
wife,  Margaret,  born  April  27, 
1793,  died  April  3,  1877,  aged 
eio:hty-three  years,  eleven 
months  and  six  days. 

Elizabeth,  the  seventh  child 
of  Abraham  Harley,  died  young: 
her  age  is  not  known. 

Benjamin  Harley,  the  eighth 
child  of  Abraham,  born  about 
the  year  1802,  is  yet  living,  aged 
about  eighty-six  years.  He 
married  Mary  Freed  and  had 
two  children,  but  his  wife  died 
in  1868,  and  his  daughter, 
Nancy,  several  years  ago.  His 
son,  xVbraharn  is  still  living. 
Benjamin  Harley  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade  ; he  also  was  a 
minister  and  an  ordained  elder 
in  the  Dunkard  or  Brethren 


church,  but  on  account  of  his 
advanced  age  has  retired  from 
his  labors. 

Henry  Harley,  the  ninth 
child  oi  Abraham,  born  October 
7,  1804,  was  married  three 
times,  but  left  no  issue.  His 
first  wife  was  Catharine  Shott, 
who  died  April  13,  1851.  His 
second  wife  was  Widow  Harriet 
Nice,  and  daughter  of  John 
Detweiler. 

His  third  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Price,  and  she  is  yet  living. 
He  died  June  13,  1883,  aged 
seventy-eightyears,  nine  months 
and  six  days. 

William  Harley,  the  tenth 
and  youngest  child  of  Abraham, 
married  Mary  Shott.  They 
lived  halt  a mile  east  of  Harlys- 
ville,  where  Isaac  Nice  lives, 
and  had  one  child,  a son,  IVil- 
liam.  His  wife  died  there  and 
lie  some  time  afterward  removed 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  died 
several  years  later.  H:s  son. 
William,  left  tiie  neigh borluio;! 
and  disappeared  l)efore  the  civil 
war  broke  out. 
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Concerning  the  farm  belong- 
ing to  Yellis  Cassel,  it  has  been 
stated  that  it  was  sold  by  the 
sheriff,  Philip  Boyer,  in  1825. 
It  was  then  represented  as  con- 
taining 140  acres,  and  was  pur- 
chased by  Philip  Gable,  of 
Upper  Salford,  who  was  one  of 
the  chiel*  creditors.  It  appears 
that  Mr.  Gable  then  sold  to 
Abraham  Detweiler,  of  Fran- 
conia, all  that  tract  on  the  other 
side  of  the  meadowy  now  con- 
tained in  the  farms  of  Aaron 
H.  Moyer,  George  Hangey, 
Adam  Hartman  and  others,  and 
then  had  remaining  103  acres 
and  125  perches  of  the  best 
land  belonging  to  the  messuage, 
which  he  sold  to  George  Help, 
of  Lower  Salford,  September  5, 
1826.  Mr.  Help  then  built  that 
house,  which  was  recently  re- 
built on  the  farm  of  John  Shis- 
ler,  for  his  son,  Leonard  Help, 
in  1827,  if  1 am  rightly  inform- 
ed. George  Help  owned  this 
farm  only  a little  over  three 
years,  when  he  and  his  wife, 
Hachel,  conv  eyed  the  messuage 


and  seventy-nim*  acres  and  149 
perches  to  Abraham  Nice,  of 
Upper  Salford,  for  $3,500, 
March  29,  1830.  That  would 
have  given  twenty-three  acres 
and  136  perches  to  the  messu-' 
age  built  for  Leonard  Help,  who 
probably  owned  that  small  farm 
about  six  years,  for  in  1834  we 
find  him  owning  a farm  on  the 
Skippack.  Abraham  Nice  own- 
ed this  farm  four  years,  but  in 
the  meantime  reduced  it  to 
seventy-four  acres  and  fourteen 
perches,  when  he  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  conveyed  it  to  Wil- 
liam Nice  for  $3,800,  M:irch 
29,  1834,  and  thereby  must 
have  made  ov^er  $400  clear 
money. 

IVilliam  Nice  owned  thi>^  farm 
only  one  j'ear,  when  he  and  his 
wife,  Susanna,  sold  the  same  to 
Yellis  Cassel  lor  $4,400,  March 
28,  1835,  clearing  $600  by  the 
operation.  This  farm  then  be- 
longed fo  Yellis  Cassel  twenty- 
one  years.  Soon  after  owning 
this  property  he  built  a new 
house  there,  which  is  now  own- 


:,  , ,;i  .!;:ii'  bbi>t» 


V ■,  ' 1 


■ t.b.  - '■'  . 

...  v ,i !/  :::: b;v^v 
,.  bOdJ 

■'•Uf 

' f 

■:  ,.:  -.V-  - 

-',,  , - ;.'  -'  -•:•  : 


■S  ..'i 

bi> 

u'.  H'i 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP 


315 


ed  and  occupied  by  his  grand- 
son, Yellis.  The  old  log-house 
stood  down  where  the  residence 
of  Abraham  H.  now  stands. 
Ill  1850  Yellis  Cassel  conveyed 
this  property  to  his  son,  Abra- 
ham H.  Cassel,  who  owned  it 
fourteen  years  and  then  convey- 
ed it  to  his  son,  Yellis,  the  pres- 
ent owner,  in  1870.  The  barn 
is  new  and  was  built  by  the  pres- 
ent owner  a tew  years  ago.  We 
will  now  close  our  sketch  of  this 

farm  and  sav  in  conclusion  that 

%/ 

we  are  greatly  indebted  to  Abra- 
ham H.  Cassel  for  statistics  and 
information  relating  to  the  Har- 
ley family  and  to  this  farm.  It  is 
customary  to  praise  men  after 
they  are  dead,  but  it  would  not 
be  the  fair  thing  to  pass  by  so 
distinguished  a man  as  Abraham 
II.  Cassel,  who  is  still  living, 
without  also  giving  some  ac- 
count of  him. 

The  following  is  taken  from 
“Biographies,  Men  of  Mont- 
gomery County,”  by  M.  Auge, 
of  Norristown,  a book  other- 
wise entitkMl  “Lives  of  the 


Eminent  Dead  and  Biographical 
Notices  of  Prominent  Living 
Citizens  of  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, Pa.”.  ' . 

ABRAHAM  H.  CASSEL. 
Contributed  by  . ’ 

Samuel  W.  Penxepacker. 

This  remarkable  man,  whose 
memory  will  be  cherished  as 
long  as  the  German  race  exists 
in  Pennsylvania,  is  a descend- 
ant in  the  fifth  generation  of 
Ilunert  Kassel,  who  came  to 
this  county  about  1715. 
Johannes  Kassel,  who  settled 
at  Germantown  in  1686,  was 
probably  an  uncle  of  the  old 
Hupert.  Among  the  earlier 
Kassels  living  at  Krieslieim,  on 
the  Rhine,  w'ere  seme  wKo  be- 
came noted  as  zealous  preachers 
of  the  Mennonite  laith,  and 
authors  doing  good  service  in 
the  controversial  literature  of 
their  day.  Confessions  ot  faith 
and  poems  in  the  handwriting 
of  these  worthy  foretatiiers,  who 
lived  and  died  over  200  years 
ago,  are  still  preserve  l by  tlieir 
descendants. 
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On  the  maternal  side  Abraham 
H.  Cassel  is  the  ^reat- grandson 
of  Christopher  Saur,  the  cele- 
brated printer  of  Germantown, 
whose  glory  it  is,  not  so  much 
that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
men  of  his  race,  and  wielded  a 
potent  influence  in  all  the  aflairs 
of  the  province,  as  that  he 
printed  the  Bible  in  German  in 
Penns^ylvania  forty  years  before 
it  was  issued  in  English  any- 
where in  America. 

Those  who  believe  in  the 
permanence  of  inherited  char- 
acteristics may  see  in  these  facts 
a cause  for  the  growth  of  liter- 
ary taste  in  Mr.  Cassel.  But 
however  correct  this  theory  may 
be,  it  is  certain  that  no  germ 
ever  struggled  forward  into  the 
light  of  day  under  more  adverse 
circumstances  than  in  this  in- 
stance. 

He  was  born  in  Towamencin 
township,  Montgomery  county, 
on  the  21st  of  September,  1820, 
and  reare<l  in  an  interior  Ger- 
man settlement,  at  such  a dis- 
tance from  the  outside  world 


that  only  in  recent  years  has  a 
railroad  approached  within  five 
miles  of  his  residence ; among 
a people  whose  highest  ambition 
is  the  accumulation  of  land, 
which  they  only  acquire  by 
hard  labor  and  rugged  self- 
denial  ; and  whose  sole  literary 
food  is  the  Bible  or  sermon  of 
the  Dunker  or  Mennonite 
preacher — a farmer  like  them- 
selves. His  immediate  ances- 
tors and  parents  were  plain  and 
worthy  people,  whose  views  of 
life  were  limited  to  the  sowing 
of  the  seed  and  the  gathering  in 
of  the  harvest ; and  who  felt  in 
their  consciences  that  to  permit 
a child  to  spend  his  time  over 
books  was  to  stJirt  him  upon  the 
broad  way  which  leads  to  de- 
struction. 

When  Abraham  was  a few 
years  old  his  grandfather  used 
to  take  him  on  his  knee  and  tell 
him  of  the  days  when  the  Hevo- 
lutionary  army  was  encamped 
on  the  Perkioinen  and  Skippack, 
and  it  was  the  impression  made 
by  these  incidents  which  first 
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awakened  within  him  the  desire 
to  learn,  and  gave  his  mind  an 
antiquarian  bent.  His  father 
finding  that  his  fondness  for 
books  was  increasing,  and  fear- 
ing that  it  would  lead  him  en- 
tirely away  from  useful  labor, 
sternly  endeavored  to  repress  it. 
Fire,  money  and  light  were 
denied  him,  and  even  the  rod 
was  not  spared  in  the  effort  to 
crush  the  supposed  evil  propen- 
sity. The  boy  was  therefore 
compelled  to  persue  his  studies 
by  stealth,  as  he  had  oppor- 
tunity— in  the  wagon-house,  in 
the  ha\-mow,  and  late  at  night 
while  others  were  asleep.  About 
six  weeks’  tuition  at  a coimtr}^ 
school  house  was  all  the  in- 
struction he  received.  In  child- 
hood he  learned  to  speak  the 
patois,  called  Pennsylvania 
Dutch,  but  he  has  since  taught 
himself  German  and  English, 
in  both  of  which  languages  he 
is  entirely  proficient.  He  has 
also  some  acquaintance  witii 
Dub‘h,  Latin,  French  and  Greek. 
He  learned  to  write  with  a 


chicken  feather,  which  a kind 
relative  showed  him  how  to 
split  at  the  point.  When  a 
young  man  he  began  to  teach 
school,  and  in  this  occupation 
continued  for  eight  years.  While 
boarding  around  in  the  farmers’ 
houses,  in  lieu  of  salary,  as  was 
the  custom,  he  found  the  oppor- 
tunity of  his  life  in  learning  the 
whereabouts  of  those  rare  old 
tomes,  long  since  neglected  and 
forgotten,  which  the  religious 
enthusiasts  who  settled  Pennsyl- 
vania brought  with  them  across 
the  Atlantic,  or  reprinted  here 
for  their  spiritual  delectation. 
In  early  youth  he  began  to  in- 
vest his  spare  earnings  in  books, 
and  now,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  (in  1879),  he  has  a library 
of  over  10,000  volumes,  wdiich 
is  in  some  respects  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  in  the  world, 
and  in  its  own  particular  speci- 
alties stands  entirely  alone.  It 
would  be  impossible  within  the 
limits  of  such  a notice  as  this  to 
give  an  adequate  idea  of  his 
vahia))le  c<dlertion.  It  is  in  the 
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main  a theological  and  historical 
library  in  Eno  lish  and  German, 
though  not  confined  to  those 
subjects  of  language.  In  the 
works  of  the  fathers  of  the 
Church  of  the  Reformed  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  and  in  the 
early  printed  Bible,  it  is  par- 
ticularly rich.  The  literature 
of  the  Dunker  church,  specimens 
of  which  are  difficult  to  find 
elsewhere,  is  here  seen  entire. 

It  Contains  much  literary 
hric-a-brac,  such  as  a copy  of 
the  works  of  John  Bunyan  in 
folio,  1736,  haying  on  its  title- 
page  the  autograph  of  George 
Whitefield ; a ponderous  folio 
Bible,  which  was  chained  to  the 
pulpit  in  the  parish  of  South 
Cowden,  England  ; the  marriage 
certificate  of  Henry  Frey  and 
Anna  Catharine  Levering,  dated 
Second  month  (April)  20,1692  ; 
manuscript  in  the  handwriting 
of  Frances  Daniel  Pastorius, 
the  ‘-'Pennsylyania  pilgrim;” 
and  ot‘  Johannes  Kolpius,  the 
learned  ‘Tier mi t of  the  Wissa- 
hickon.” 
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Here  also  is  the  celebrated 
proclamation  of  Washington, 
issued  in  1777,  directing  the 
farmers  to  thrash  out  their  grain. 
Its  chief  ya!ue  to  the  scholar, 
howeyer,  and  its  principal  in- 
terest for  the  man  .of  general 
culture,  consists  in  the  lact  that, 
it  is  a substantially  complete 
and  almost  the  only  collection 
of  the  early  German  publications 
of  this  country — books,  pampu- 
lets,  and  ephemera.  Here  and 
here  alone,  may  be  found  all  of 
the  rare  imprints  of  Christopher 
Saur,  of  Germantown,  including 
the  three  quarto  Bibles  of  1743, 
1763  and  1776,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  other  yolumes 
and  pamphlets : the  Geistliche 
Magazifi,  which  was  the  first 
religious  magazine  of  the 
country  ; files  of  the  newspaper 
which  was  also  the  first  of  the 
country;  and  a complete  set 
of  German  almanacs  beginning 
with  1738  and  reaching  down 
to  the  })i'esont  date.  Here  is 
also  the  fullest  collection  in 
existance  of  the  still  more  rare 
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Ephrata  imprints,  and  among 
them  an  umisually  tine  co})V  of 
Van  Braghts  tarty rer  Spieg- 

eL,’’  the  noblest  specimen  of 
American  colonial  bibliography 
and  a lasting  monument  to 
the  religious  zeal  of  xMennonites. 
Franklin,  Arinhruster,  Miller, 
Leibert,  Billmeyer,  and  all  of 
the  early  Pennsylvania  printers, 
hav^e  alike  contributed  their 
abundant  volumes  and  pamph- 
lets. In  fact,  it  may  be  said 
with  substantial  truth  that  to 
the  patient  research  and  un- 
wearied enthusiasm  of  this 
unassuming  man,  we  owe  the 
preservation  of  the  history  of 
the  Germans  of  Pennsylvania. 
Seid-^/i  s^i'dcf’r.  Rupp.  Jones, 
riarbauglL  V ei^tn*.  and  others, 
have  written  meritoriously  and 
ably  hilt  away  !*ac!t  at  a fann- 
Iholow  vilh\  :o 
Moit -g<  iiuory  ■•umry.  ls  the 
well  fnun  whi(di  the  watei's 
have  been  drawn.  It  would  be 
unjust  t(^  Mr.  ('assel  to  rail 
him  teehnicalU'  a ••collector,” 
a name  gtmerally  given  to  a 


man  who  pays  a large  price  for 
the  privilege  of  transferring  a 
rare  book  from  a shelf  where  it 
is  of  no  use  to  another  where  it  is 
equally  valueless.  His  work 
has  been  largely  creative  and 
his  volumes  have  in  many  in- 
stances been  saved  by  him  from 
destruction.  From  garrets,  in 
which  they  were  lost ; from 
spring-house  lofts  and  granaries, 
where  they  were  the  pre\’  of 
the  storm  : and  from  the  waste 
packages  of  the  country  grocers 
iiis  materials  have  often  l>een 
rescued.  In  the  search  for  his 
treasures  he  has  tniveled 
liiousands  of  miles,  Cviid  oft 
times  a book  h.as  only  been 
made  complete  by  putting  tb- 
gether  tVaginenis  inuiui  in 
widely  sepn-aicd  lo<’;i!ide>.  and 
V hen  they  haw  cot 

lam  a!  h:U  the  ^ld>- 

j c.  -f  ; ; . >r  ,dy  and 

tl  e source  of  his  greatest  de- 
light. To  him  the  humble 
emiurant  of  the  time  ol‘  Pemi 
sallying  Ibrth  from  his  log  cabin 
to  reclaim  the  lbrt‘st  while  liis 
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thoughts  were  busied  with  the 
trials  of  that  long  journey  from 
the  Rhine,  the  forgotten  pastor 
who  tended  his  little  flock  a 
(‘entury  and  a halt  ago,  are  as 
familiar  in  the  events  of  their 
lives  as  is  the  present  owner  of 
the  adjacent  farm.  To  him 
the  past,  like  the  sea  of  which 
we  are  told,  has  given  up  the 
dead  which  were  in  it,  and  with 
a generosity  as  unseltish  as  it  is 
rare,  his  intormation  is  at  the 
service  of  all  who  care  to  seek  it. 

Mr.  Casseks  reputation  has 
extended  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  wherever  men  are  en- 
lightened to  take  an  interest  in 
books.  He  has  been  a member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Society  since  185S,  and  has 
contributed  valuable  articles  to 
its  publications.  On  the  1st  of 
xVpril,  1843,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Issachar  and 
Elizabeth  Rhodes,  and  tliey  had 
eight  children.  In  addition  to 
his  lilmary  he  owns  a farm  of 
seventy-five  acres,  ami  by  in- 
dustry and  frugality  has  accu- 


mulated what  is  considered  a 
competence  by  the  unpretentious 
people  among  whom  he  lives. 
His  descent  from  the  eniigrauf, 
Hupert  Cassel,  is  traced  thus  : 
From  Hupert  to  Ye  11  is,  and 
from  the  latter  to  Hupert  again, 
and  from  Hupert,  of  the  third 
generation,  back  once  more  to 
Yellis,  of  the  tifth,  who  was  the 
fatiier  of  Abraham  H.  Cassel, 
of  the  sixth.  The  remainder 
of  the  sketch  relating  to  their 
children  is  omitted.  The  farm 
now  belongs  to  their  son, 
Yellis. 

rilRISTIAX  MOYEPw. 

The  iMoyer  family,  in  east- 
ern Pennsylvania,  is  so  large 
that  it  must  be  traced  to  nu- 
merous ancestors  of  the  same 
name.  We  find  the  name, 
however,  variously  written  in 
old  manuscript,  as  Moyer,  Mver, 
Z>Jeyer  and  Meier  which  wa.s 
originally  all  the  same  name. 
Christian  Moyer,  the  aucestoi’ 
of  the  Movers,  in  Lower  Salford 
and  elsewhere,  came  to  Ikmnsyl- 
vania  at  an  early  day  and  })ur- 
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chased  his  farm  contaming  150 
acres  here  in  Lower  Salford,  in 
1718  or  1719,  and  built  his 
first  loe;-cabin  where  Joseph 
Drissel  now  lives  ; for  we  firid 
by  a conveyance  granted  by 
James  Steel  to  Henry  Funk, 
dated  December  *24,  1710,  that 
Christian  Moyer  then  already 
owned  the  land  now  belonging 
to  Joseph  L.  Moyer.  He  was 
the  father-in-law  ofHenryFunk, 
and  it  is  not  only  probable,  but 
certain  that  they  both  purcliased 
their  lands  about  the  same  time. 
There  was,  however,  one 
Christian  Moyer  who  came  to 
Pennsylvania  in  company  with 
Valentine  Kratz,  Andrew 
Schwartz,  Abraham  Schwartz, 
and  others,  who  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  in  tlie  ship  Friend- 
ship, October  10,  1727,  but  he 
nOmiit  have  been  a i»;randson, 
because  Christian  Moyer  was 
not  a young  man  when  he 
settled  hei’e  in  Salford.  His 
name  appears  in  the  list  of 
tax.ables  ot  this  township  in 
1704,  when  he  w;is  rate<l  on 
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100  acres,  and  his  son,  Samuel, 
on  fifty  acres,  for  his  name  is 
also  in  the  tax  list  of  that  year.  . 
From  whom  Christian  Moyer 
had  purchased  this  land,  or 
whether  he  had  obtained  it  by 
virtue  of  a warrant  I can  not 
say,  but  probably  by  the  latter 
wav,  and  then  he  obtained  a 
patent  therefor  from  the  Hon. 
John  Penn,  Thomas  Penn  and 
Richard  Penn,  dated  September 
6,  1734.  His  tract  of  land  was 
240  perches  in  length  and 
100  perches  wide.  It  extended 
from  near  the  North  Wales  road 
north-east  along  the  present 
Souderton  turnpike,  back  to 
the  line  of  Franconia  town- 
ship, and  then  along  the 
said  line  north-west  100  perch- 
es, bounded  on  that  side  by 
land  at  first  owned  by  James 
Steel,  of  the  city  ot  Philadelphia. 
On  tlie  north-west  it  was  bound- 
ed by  land  belonging  to  Dirk 
Johnson,  of  Germantown;  on 
tlie  south-east  by  IJans  Meyer's 
land,  and  on  the  south-west 
by  land  then  Indniiging  to  John 
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Isaiic  Klein.  This  farm  accord- 
ing to  the  metes  and  measures 
given  contained  150  acres  with 
no  allowance  for  roads  and 
highways  as  the  general  custom 
was  to  give.  As  already  stated, 
he  was  rated  for  100  acres  in 
1734,  for  at  an  early  day  they 
had  cut  off  fiftv  acres  for  his 
son,  Samuel,  whose  residence 
was  where  Joseph  L.  Moyer 
now  lives.  Those  fifty  acres 
for  which  he  was  rated  in  1734, 
were  undoubted  to  be  paid 
for  by  annual  installments  as 
the  cus'um  then  was,  and  then 
he  received  his  deed  for  it,  by 
lease  and  release,  as  the  con- 
v«-'yances  we;  etium  [iiven.  dated 
N(»vember  19  and  20.  1741. 
Christian  Mover  hadl  more  rlmn 
one  son,  but  how  rnanv  , wlait 
their  iiiunes  we!'e.  and  wheie^ 
they  lived.  1 \vllllea\H  br 
one  eL>e  to  invest igate  ; i)iu  wid 
tell  you  that  on  the  28tli  and 
29th  ofI)e('ember  174S  he  eon- 
veyed  Ids  farm  (Containing  100 
aeres  to  his  grandson,  Chilstian 
Moyer.  It  ap[)ea.rs  tied  his 


wife,  Barbara,  wms  dead  at  that 
time,  and  he  as  you  will  see, 
must  have  been  an  elderly  man. 
The  greater  part  of  said  farm 
now  belongs  to  Joseph  Drissel. 
The  land  on  the  Franconia  side, 
from  the  present  toll-gate  over 
to  the  farther  side  of  Samnel 
Bergey’s  farm,  140  acres,  was 
purchased  from  Janies  Steel  by 
Samuel  Moyer  in  1719.  and 
was  owned  by  him  until  June  1, 
1751,  when  he  and  his  wire, 
Barliara,  conveyed  the  same, 
146  acres,  to  George  Delp,  (^d 
Lower  Sadiord.  Seeing  that 
these  land.s  aroundi  Iv.  re  were 
owned  and  Uicciipied  so  earlv  we 
need  not  wonder  that  there  was 
hui'yiiig  ground  here.  Here 
r’:--  ! Id  51n\ei-s  ar'e  huiied,  be- 
sajvs  s. une  oi‘  the  later  uener- 
fdi(>rr^  ' hi  tie*  u<Trh-ui;st  side 
^ . • . . . w . ^ ' .v'lied 

oy  nUe  (.m'Otian  dhuy'e.'  ad)(*llt 
the  time  this  plantation  uaieJ 
sold  t(»  (ieoi'ge  D(‘io.  He  wn< 
])rohahI\'  tia*  deacon  in  die 
Mennonite  church,  whom 
Henry  Funk  has  meidimed. 
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because  lie  'ived  in  Franconia. 
It  is  possible  that  there  might 
have  been  two  Samuel  Moyers 
here  living  next  neighbors  to 
each  others,  but  it  is  not 
probable  since  in  both  cases 
the  name  of  the  wife  was 
Ihirbara. 

Samuel  Moyer  made  his  last 
will  and  testament  in  writing- 
dated  August  20,  1764,  and 

therein  appointed  his  wife,  Bar- 
bara, sole  execnti*ix,  and  de- 
vised all  his  estate  and  farm 
containing  yet  fifty  acres  of 
land  with  buildmus  and  im- 
provements to  her.  And  short- 
ly after  making  his  will  the 
testator  <lied  leaving  no  issue, 
and  so  his  widow ^ owned  the 
farm.  This  Christian  Mo^  er, 
ot  the  third  generation,  of  whom 
we  have  spoken,  was  rated  fa’ 
262  acres  of  land  in  1776.  He 
then  had  live  horses  and  seven 
cows  on  his  wliole  tract,  while 
at  the  present  time  there  are 
more  than  tlnve  times  fliat 
many  horses  and  live  times  that 
number  of  cows  supported  on 
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the  sam  • land.  But  we  will 
now  see  whether  we  can  prove 
that  he  owned  262  acres.  Well, 
living  where  Drissel  lives,  he 
had  100  acres,  d'hen  on  Octo- 
ber 9,  176-3,  he  purchased  of 
DavkFStrihe  and  wife,  Susanna, 
vvdio  then  owned  the  hotel  injlar- 
leysville,  witli  103  acres  of  laud 
belonging  to  it,  as  already  re- 
lated in  the  history  of  that 
village — lifrv  acres  and  sixt\'- 
six  perches.  This  tract  now 
belongs  to  Henry  Overholtzer. 
Christian  Moyer  was  then  in- 
creasing his  acres,  and  next  he 
purchased  from  the  widow  of 
Samuel  Moyer  those  fifty  acres 
with  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, where  Joseph  L.  Moyer 
now  lives,  May  27,  1767.  He 
then  had  200  acres  and  sixty- 
six  perches.  A few  years  later 
May  22),  1770,  he  purchased 

from  Xicholas  Schwenk  and 
wife,  Barbara,  thii-ty-two  aci-es 
and  sixty-seven  perche'^.  This 
1‘aised  liis  number  of  acres  to 
262  and  162  pendies.  'rhi> 
last  tract,  oi*  the  greater  jiart 
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tliereol*,  now  belongs  to  John 
H.  Moyer,  a descendant  of  tlie 
family.  Christian  Moyer  died 
intestate  about  the  year  1783, 
leaving,'  a widow,  named  Sus- 
anna, and  twelve  children, 
named  Jacob,  Christian,  Maiy, 
Magdiiiene,  Samuel,  Abraham, 
John,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Sus- 
anna, Hannah  and  Catharine. 
Only  the  first  lour  o(‘  them  were 
of  iawdul  age  at  that  time. 
Mary  was  married  to  Joseph 
Alderfer,  of  Lower  Salford,  and 
Magdalene  to  Jacob  Moyer,  of 
Springfield  township,  Bucks 

county.  This  was  now  the 

•/ 

fourth  generation  of  Moyers  at 
this  place.  It  does  not  appear 
by  the  conveyances  that  letters 
of  administration  were  taken 
out,  for  there  are  no  adminis- 
trators mentioned,  l)ut  it  ap- 
pears to  the  contrary  that  they 
settled  the  estate  among  tlnun- 
selves  by  releasing  each  othei* ; 
for  those  wlio  received  the  land 
paid  out  l>y  instailments  the 
shares  of  tIio.se  who  were  under 
age  when  they  became  of  ag<\ 
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and  then  recei\'ed  their  releases. 
That  way  of  settling  estates 
would  not  be  safe  in  our  day 
unless  the  sliares  of  all  the 
minors  were  well  secured  by 
mortgage  on  the  i*eal  estate. 
His  estate  by  the  time  each 
child  had  his  share  amounted  to 
£1305,  or  S3G10.  John  be- 
came of  age  in  1732,  Elizabeth 
in  1700,  and  Siisanna  in  1708, 
and  each  one  received  £10-3. 

On  May  20,  1784,  Jacob 
Moyer  and  his  wife.  Mary, 
Jose})h  Alderler  and  his  wife, 
IMary,  Jacob  Moyer  of  Spring- 
field  township,  Bucks  counts', 
and  his  wife,  Magdalene,  con- 
veyed to  their  brotlier,  (Christian 
Moyer,  100  acres  of  laud  with 
buildings  and  improvements. 
It  was  that  message  and  part  of 
the  land  now  belonging  to 
Joseph  L.  Moyer.  On  the  same 
day,  May  20,  1784,  all  the 
heirs  and  widow  granted  to 
Jacob,  the  oldest  .-on,  a mes- 
suage and  132  aiuvs  and  147 
P'(M’(,*hes  ; filly  acres  theivof  be- 
ing part  of  the  first  130  aeres. 
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Hu  beinu’  the  oldest  son.  received 
two  shares  as  tiie  cnstom  then 
was.  It  appears  that  Christian 
Mover  ot  tlie  Iburth  generation, 
was  not  contented  on  his  farm 
of  100  acres  where  J.  L.  Mover 
now  lives.  His  wife  had 
probably  come  from  Bucks 
county.  At  any  rate,  they  re- 
moved to  Bichland  township, 
of  said  county,  and  on  the  oOth 
of  Xovember,  ITS'.),  after  own- 
ing the  farm  only  five  years,  he 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  conveyed  it 
to  his  brother,  Jacob.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  some  of  the 
Moj'er  fimilies  in  Bucks  county 
are  distantly  connected  with 
the  Moyers  of  Lower  Salford. 
It  will  also  be  seen  that  the 
whole  plantation  containing  2o2 
acres  was  again  all  in  the  hands 
of  one  man,  Jacob  Moyer,  and 
remained  so  si.xteen  years 
Alc)ng  the  whole  length  of  the 
north-west  side  of  the  first  loO 
acres  tlie  land  at  fir't  belonged 
to  Dirk  J'fi'inson,  ot  Cei-man- 
town,  and  after  him  to  his  son, 
Bichai‘d  Johnson,  who  alter- 
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ward  bequeathed  it  to  his  sister, 
Catharine  AJster,  :mdshe  after- 
ward to  h(M‘  two  daughters, 
Catharine  Greenleaf  and  lle- 
bekeh  )1  orris,  as  related  in  a 
former  sketch. 

There  is  also  a conveyance 
on  hand  sli owing  that  Jacob 
Moyer  purchased  ol  Samuel 
Morris  and  his  wife,  Rebecca, 
and  Catharine'  Greenleaf,  widow, 
thirty-one  acres  and  lort}:-nine 
perches,  August  2,  1700,  when 
quite  a number  of  tracts  w^erc 
sold  and  convejainces  were 
granted  on  that  day  by  the  said 
party.  A large  part  of  this 
tract  was  conveyed  to  Daniel 
Price  some  years  later.  On  the 
doth  of  Xoveinlier,  1805,  Jacob 
Mjyer  and  his  wife,  Mary-,  con- 
veyed to  their  son,  Christian,  a 
messuage  an<l  ninety  ai*res  of 
land  for  £lo50.  It  was  the 
greater  part  of  the  lOO-acre 
farm,  and  is  now  owned  by  his 
son.  Joseph  L.  Mover.  (Jiris- 
tian  Moyer  then  [im-chased  yc*t 
sixty-three  aci’es  of  land  fr<mi 
the  administrators  ol' the  estate 
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of  Francorda  township,  at 
$30.55  D2r  acre,  November  4, 
1833,  and  a conveyance  was 
granted  on  the  3rd  of  April, 
following.  This  land  is  adjacent  ^ 
on  the  north-west  .-ide  and  still 
belongs  to  Jose})h  L.  Moyer,  of 
the  sixth  generation.  Jacob 
Moyer  had  seven  children, 
named  Jacob,  doseph,  Susanna, 
Christian,  Mary,  Abraham  and 
Sarah.  These  were  now  of  the 
fifth  generation.  Jacob  Moyer, 
of  the  tourth  generation,  made 
his  last  will  and  testament  in 
writing  dated  Juiyll,  1809,  and 
therein  devised  all  his  real  es- 
tate which  he  then  had  remain- 
ing, containing  about  16G  acres, 
to-  his  two  sons,  Jacob  and 
Joseph,  subject  to  certain  privi- 
leges and  pertormances  regard- 
ing his  widow,  Mary.  Jacob 
was  to  receive  the  old  home- 
stead and  ninety-three  acres 
and  torty  perches  of  land,  and 
Joseph  received  the  remainder, 
which  was  about  seventy-three 
acres.  Jacob  was  married  to 


Sarah  Detweiler,  and  Joseph  to 
Elizabeth  Detweiler ; Susanna 
was  mari'ied  to  Henry  Kulp ; 
Christian  was  married  to  Mary 
Landes  ; Mary  was  married  to 
I’a  I en  t ine  K ra t z ; A b i\‘ d i a m w as 
married  to  Barbara  Land.es,  and 
Sarah  to  Jacob  Landes.  Jacob 
Moyer’s  will  was  proven 
February  3,  1813,  and  he 

probably  died  in  the  preceding 
January.  What  his  age  was 
we  can  not  say  since  he  has  no 
gra^  e stones. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  1813, 
the  aforesaid  heirs  ot  Jacob 
'Moyer  with  their  wives  and 
husbands  confirmed  Jind  released 
those  two  farms,  containing  le- 
spectivelv  ninety-three  acres 
and  forty  perches,  and  seventy- 
three  acres,  to  their  two 
brothers,  Jacob  and  Joseph. 
The  latter  lived  to  be  an  old 
man,  and  also  built  the  I’esi- 
dence  wheni  John  H.  Moyan* 
no\y  lives,  and  died  there.  He 
sold  his  faian  to  ids  son  Will- 
iam,. of  the  sixth  genei'ation, 
who,  after  owning  it  a number 


■ '"Z%,  >s  .L.i,i.;i.i  - 


^li)90:»nq  :t  ‘ bntruws^'etd/- ' 

;,,;  ; .,„.,jism»S  ■“i""' S''' 1” 

'’T18I  .)WI3>'^’^'  **®"  ,,  t ni 


, bfii*  ^ d^Ul  V at«l 

%i  2flirtin»<0«  «"»  gjj J 

>TS«  bw  »•»«""  •>'"' 

iT«iH  lr,/««  »a3i.«fl«wt'»9‘i>‘' 

: orii'  “Tf ” 'f  f S r f ‘ ' 

ir^^^oWKn  ^ '(,4toJ  bn« 

" • .i9.J««l(1 « t>  ''*‘*-1 


,8^ 


SKETniES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  T0WNS[1II‘ 


327 


of  years,  sold  the  same  to 
Henry  Overholtzer,  the  present 
owner,  while  he  himself  still 
lives  at  the  corner.  Joseph 
Moyer  was  twice  married  ; he 
had  tiiree  son  and  two  daughters 
bv  his  first  wife,  and  one 
daughter  by  the  second.  The 
first  house  and  barn  on  this 
farm  were  probably  built  by 
Mr.  Moyer,  about  the  year  1812, 
l)ut  on  April  30,  1875,  both 
house  and  barn  with  all  their 
contents  were  burnt  away. 
Tlie  buildines  were  rebuilt  bv 
Mr  Overholtzer  that  same  year 
at  considerable  expense.  7' he 
barn  again  burnt  away  with  all 
its  contents,  on  Sunday, 
February  -0,  1887,  and  has 
again  been  rebuilt  by  Mi\  Over- 
holtzer. Jacob  Moyer  then 
owned  the  old  homestead 
twenty-eight  years  and  died 
there  in  1841.  His  sons  were 
Abraham  D.,  Jacob  I).,  Joseph 
]).,  Droiiel  I).  and  Benjamin  D. 
His  daughters  wei'e  Mary,  wife 
of  John  Kolb,  late  of  Manheim, 
Lancaster  county  ; Sarah,  wife 


of  George  Hagey,  and  Elizabeth, 
first  wife  of  Abraham  H.  Price. 
This  was  now  tlie  sixth  u'enera- 
tion.  In  early  life  Jacob 
Moyer  embraced  the  Funkite 
faith,  but  when  John  Herr  came 
along  preaching,  his  exclusive 
doctrine,  he  turned  in  to  him 
and  remained  a strict  Herrite 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
Sun,  Joseph,  was  a doctor;  he 
also  was  the  editor  and  manager 
of  the  Olive  Branch,  a temper- 
ance and  anti-slavery  paper, 
published  in  Norristown,  but 
retire  1 in  1855  after  holding 
the  management  only  two  years. 
His  sons,  Daniel  raid  Benjamin 
D.  Moyer,  still  living,  reside  in 
Lancaster  county.  His  son, 
Abraham  D.,  owned  the  farm 
after  the  death  of  his  father 
about  twenty-two  years,  but  he 
died  also,  and  after  his  death, 
his  son,  Ezekiah  IL,  and  his 
brother,  Jacob  D.,  took  out 
letters  of  administration  and 
sold  the  f*arm  at  j)ubtic  scde  to 
James  Price,  of  llarloysvilie, 
and  granted  a convevance  to 
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him,  dated  April  7,  1864,  tor  a 
messuage  and  seventy-two  acres 
and  forty-seven  perches  of  land. 
Afterward  James  Price  pur- 
chased yet  fourteen  acres  and 
128  perches  of  land  from  Hem  v 
A.  Price  and  wife,  April  10. 
1865.  It  was  a part  or  all  of 
that  tract  which  his  htther, 
Daniel  Price,  had  purchased 
from  Jacob  Moyer,  of  the  fourth 
generation,  about  the  beginning 
of  this  century.  After  owning 
this  farm  about  seventeen  years 
James  Price  and  wife  sold  and 
conveyed  the  same  to  Joseph 
Drissel,  the  present  owner,  in 
1881,  and  then  removed  to 
Brown  county,  Kansas. 

Christian  Moyer,  of  the  fifth 
generation,  had  nine  children, 
namely,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  w^hose  names  were 
Jacob,  John,  Daniel,  Christian, 
Joseph  L.,  Abraham  L.,  Mary, 
Susanna,  and  Ann,  wife  of 
Abraham  Lapp. 

The  farm  belonging  to  Joseph 
L.  Moyer  still  contains  123 
acres,  if  I mistake  not,  and  the 


farm  belonging  to  his  son-in-law 
Jacob  Landes,  thirty-seven 
acres.  The  brick  house  on  the 
latter  farm  was  built  by  Christ- 
ian Moyer  nearly  fifty  years 
ago.  The  house  belonging  to 
Mary  Landis  was  built  by  Jacob 
Price,  about  forty  years  ago.  - 
In  the  “History  of  Harleys- 
ville”  we  told  our  readers  a 
good  deal  about  the  farm  on  the 
south-east  side  of  the  Souderton 
turnpike,  which  at  first  belong- 
ed to  Hans  Meyer,  and  therefore 
we  will  not  go  over  the  same 
ground  again.  Whether  this 
Hans  Meyer  was  a brother  to 
Christian,  or  a son  c>t  the  latter,  " 
or  what  relation  they  bore  to 
each  other,  I cannot  say.  His 
farm  at  first  apparently  contain- 
ed 200  acres,  being  240  perches 
long  and  extending  back  to  the 
Franconia  line,  and  134  perches 
wide.  Fifty-four  acres  thereof 
were  cut  off  and  added  to  tlie 
Binder  farm  by  Henry  Myei*, 
in  1745;  and  150  with 

buildings  and  irnprovement> 
were  purchased  by  George  Delp 
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for  his  son,  Isaac,  as  related  in 
the  “History  of  Harleysville.” 
It  is  said  George  Help  built  the 
first  house  on  that  part  of  the 
farm  which  now  belongs  to 
Henry  Musselman,  for  his  one 
son-in-law,  whose  name  was 
Hoesh,  and  that  he  then  lived 
there  some  years  and  had  no 
issue ; but  this  appears  rather 
doubtful,  because  the  whole 
farm  containing  150  acres  'was 
bequeathed  to  his  son,  Isaac 
Help,  and  no  mention  is  made 
in  the  wiil  about  the  said  son-in- 
law. 

Since  writing  the  former  we 
have  been  informed  by  relatives 
that  Roesh  lived  nnd  died  there 
without  issue,  and  his  widow, 
Elizabeth,  afterward  lived  and 
died  at  Abraham  Help’s. 

ANDREW  Si’HWARTZ. 

We  next  come  around  to  the 
farm  of  Enos  Warnbold,  which 
is  also  partly  in  Lower  Salford. 
In  the  tax  list  of  Salford,  in 
ITol,  we  find  the  name  of 
Andrew  Schwartz,  who  came  to 
Pennsylvania  in  company  with 
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Valentine  Kratz,  Christian 
Moyer,  Hies  Cassel,  Johannes 
Kassel,  Aliraham  Schwartz  alid 
others,  in  the  ship,  Friendship, 
and  arrived  at  Philadelphia  Oc- 
tober IG,  1727.  We  next  find 
him  purchasing  a trac.t  of  land 
containing  155  acres  located_ 
mostly  in  Franconia  township, 
though  it  was  all  in  Salford  at 
the  time  of  their  purchase,  No- 
vember lo,  1729.  This  land 
was  purchased  from  James 
Steel  and  wife,  Martha,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
boundaries  are  thus  given : “be- 
ginning at  a corner  of  Claus 
Upleger’s  land,  thence  north- 
west 181  perches  to  a comer  of 
Samuel  Meyer’s  land ; thence 
by  the  same  north-east  140 
perches  to  another  corner ; 
thence  south-east  by  land  of 
John  Julian  Stump  181  perches 
to  a corner ; then  south-west 
by  land  of  Claus  Upleger  140 
perches  to  the  [jlace  of  begin- 
ning.” The  one  corner  of 
Samuel  Moyer’s  land  was  up  at 
the  toll-gate,  l)ut  the  comer 
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here  referred  to  must  have  been 
just  above  the  residence  ol* 
Benjamin  Frederick,  or  in  a 
right  line  with  the  middle  of  tlie 
turnpike,  across  from  Jacob 
Young’s.  And  tliis  line  was  the 
bound.ary  of  the  farm  which 
Moj^er  afterward  sold  to  George 
Delp  in  1751.  The  Stump  farm 
now  belongs  to  Jacob  L.  Movei*. 
but  it  then  extended  ovei-  to 
the  road  on  this  side.  Then  we 
have  Claus  Upleger,  or  Fpling- 
er,  on  the  south-east  side,  and 
the  i^xt  year,  in  1730,  we  find 
Upleger  on  the  Schwartz  farm, 
and  Schwartz  below  on  the  Up- 
leger farm. 

But  then  we  find  that  Up- 
leger’s  tract,  instead  of  contain- 
ing 155  acres  as  it  did  the 
previous  year,  when  Schwartz 
owned  it,  now,  in  1730,  con- 
tained 182  acres  and  120  per- 
ches. It  thus  appears  that 
they  must  have  exchanged 
lands,  and  in  doing  so  Upleger 
reserved  twenty-.'even  aci-esand 
120  perches  of  his  tract,  or  else 
he  owned  only  tliat  much  land 
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at  first  and  bought  the  farm 
abov’e  of  Schwartz  to  it,  but 
this  does  not  a}>pear  probable. 
The  line  between  Abraham  F. 
Kratz  and  Enos  IVambold  at 
that  time  was  a straight  line  all 
the  way  over  to  -the  other  road 
»t  John  Moyer’s, which  was  tljen 
a corner  of  Stump’s  land.  It  is 
probable  that  two  hoii.-'Cs  were 
built  simiiltaneoiisly  at  first,  one 
wIkmc  Enos  Y ambo’.d  lives,  and 
the  other  on  the  other  side  of 
the  line  near  a spring  now  be- 
longing to  Abraham  F.  Kratz. 
where  the  first  house  stood.  It 
appears  also  that  Schwartz  tlnm 
must  have  built  a i-esidence 
either  where  John  Nice  now 
lives  or  where  John  Schwartz 
lives,  and  a few  years  later  he 
bought  yet  some  land  from 
Casper  A\bster  and  wife,  dow/i 
at  the  lower  end  of  Jolm 
Schwartz’s  farm.  In  giving 
the  boundaries  of  tlie  Binder 
farm,  in  1 birleysville,  we  gavt* 
the  recital  thus  : ‘•beginning  ai 
a j)ost  in  a lineofllans  Meyer'-; 
land,  thence  extending  south- 


SKETrriES  OF  LOWER 
ejist  by  Cliuis  Oblicker’s  bind 
ninet\  perches  to  a post;,  then 
by  vacant  land,  and  land  of 
Conrad  Custer,  south-west  130 
perches,”  showing  that  these 
things  corroborate.  Besides 
tliat,  Nicholas  Uplinger,  Jr., 
owned  the  Binder  fai‘m  troiii 
1745  to  1751.  But  Claus  .Up- 
leger  did  not  live  long  on  that 
farm,  for  in  August,  1730,  he 
made  his  will,  and  apparently 
died  soon  afterward.  He  order- 
ed in  his  will  that  the  farm 
should  not  be  sold  until  nine 
years  after  the  date  of  the  will, 
when  the  youngest  child,  which 
was  then  six  years  old,  would 
be  fifteen.  The  name  of  the 
oldest  son  was  Nicholas,  and 
the  name  of  his  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth. Ajiother  son  was  named 
Cliristian  ; Catharine  Upleger 
was  married  to  Henry  Hefile- 
fmger,  and  Mary  to  Jacob  Krob, 
or  Krupp,  but  Anna,  the  young- 
est daughter,  was  still  single 
when  the  f.irm  was  sold  by  the 
executors,  Henry  Funk,  ('hrist- 
ian  Allebach  and  Conrad  Reiff, 
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in  1739.  But  by  that  time  the 
widow,  whose  name  was  Cath- 
arine, had  married  a man  by 
name  of  He  the  finger. 

The  following  is  a copy  of 
Claus  Upleger’s  will.  It  is  only 
short : 

‘‘I,  the  heieuurler  written,  ackuowled^'e 
before  witnejsses  on  the  hereunder  written 
day  of  the  date  hereof,  tliat  this  is  my  last 
will  or  testament,  that  after  my  departure 
or  deeease  all  and  sin;;ular  my  goods  what 
may  be  found  Avith  the  lands  and  cattles  : 
to  wit  : all  what  is  there  shall  thus  be  or- 
dered and  parted.  Firstly,  all  debts  shall 
l)e  paid,  and  then  of  the  residue  my  wife 
shall  have  the  third  part,  or  one  third 
of  all  what  is  left,  and  the  remainder 
thereof  .'.hall  be  parted  amt>ng  mj'  live 
children  that  are  yet  in  beiTig.  in  this 
manner  aiul  form  that  one  shall  have  so 
much  as  the  other  or  divkle  ^ihe  same 
etiually,  but  uot  l)efore  my  youngest  child 
is  tifteen  years  old,  which  is  now  six  years 
old.  Further  it  is  my  will,  counsel  and 
desire  that  Henry  Flunk,  (’hristian  Allt'- 
bach  and  Conrad  Reif  shall  be  (.Tuardians  or 
Executors  over  my  wife,  childieii  and  all 
the  gootls  which  I left  behind,  ami  it  is  my 
prayer  and  desire  that  they  shall  take  so 
much  care  of  the  same  as  possible  they 
can.  And  if  they  tiiul  it  good  and  bene- 
ficial to  sell  my  i)lantation  if  my  wife  and 
children  eamuat  manage  the  same  till  the 
time  that  rliey  slnudd  »livide.  Dated 
the  ttiird  'I  ly  df  August, 

his 

Claus  ox  <’)blieger. 
mark 
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skp:tches  of  lower  salford  township. 


His  witnesses  were  Jacob  Ffunk,  ^lartin 
Hauser,  Samuel  ^leier  and  Christian 
Stauffer. 

Those  three  executors  al- 
ready named  sold  the  farm  lo- 
cated mostly  in  Farnconia  town- 
ship, in  two  tracts ; the  main 
farm  being  176  acres,  and  the 
other,  a lot  of  six  acres  and  120 
perches,  both  to  George  Stump, 
of  Franconia,  and  all  the  sons 
and  daughters,  heirs  and  leg- 
atees of  the  aforementioned  will, 
signed  the  release  and  grant  of 
the  said  two  tracts  of  land  with 
the  appurtenances  belonging 
thereto,  under  date  of  December 
6,  1739.  The  lot  of  six  acres 
mentioned  here  undoubtedly 
was  the  old  log  house  and  six 
acres  and  120  perches  of  land 
where  Abraham  F.  Kratz  lives. 
Mr.  Stump  then  owned  this 
property  a little  over  five  years, 
when  he  sold  the  same  planta- 
tion and  lot  to  Rudolph  Harley, 
June  5,  1744.  The  latter 

owned  this  farm  forty  years 
and  in  the  mean  time  added 
additional  tracts  thereto  until 
he  owned  at  least  244  acres. 


By  virtue  ofa  warrant  granted  to 
Nicholas  Uplinger  or  Upleger, 
dated  August  31,  1734,  there 
was  surveyed  to  him  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1735,  thirty-four 
and  a half  acres  of  land  in 
Lower  Salford,-  and  on  the 
following  4th  of  October  a 
patent  was  granted  to  him  by 
the  Hon.  John  Penn,  Thomas 
Penn  and  Richard  Penn  for  the 
same.  This  land  now  in  part 
belonging  to  Abraham  F. 
Kratz,  is  located  on  the  north- 
east side  of  the  road  betw^een 
him  and  Lutz,  extending  a con- 
siderable distance  down  alono* 
the  new  road  recently  opened. 
The  bounds  and  distances  were 
then  given  as  follows  : Begin- 

ning  at  a post  in  a line  of  Cas- 
per Wister's  land ; then  by  the 
same  north-east  twenty-six  and 
a half  perches  to  a post ; then 
north-west  bv  land  of  Andrew 
Schwartz  ond  the  said  Upling- 
er 222  perches  to  a post  ; then 
south-west  by  the  said  Upliiig- 
er’s  land  twenty-six  and  a half 
perches  to  a post ; then  by  land 
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of  Conrad  Gehr  south-east  222 
perches  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, containing  thirty-four  and 
a .half  acres.  This  Conrad 
Gehr,  in  all  probability,  was 
Conrad  Caster,  who  about  that 
time  still  owned  part  of  the 
Krupp  farm  which  also  in- 
cluded the  Lutz  farm.  It  ap- 
pears this  Uplinger’s  tract  with 
other  lands  was  some  years 
later  also  purchased  by  Ku- 
dolph  Harley.  It  also  appears 
that  Andrew  Schw^artz  at  that 
time  owned  the  farm  now  be- 
longing to  John  Swartz. 

Sometime  aDer  purchasing 
the  farm  on  the  Indian  Creek 
Rudolph  Harley  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  conveyed  the  main  farm, 
then  containing  170  acres  and 
128  perches  of  land,  to  their 
son,  Henry  Harley,  May  .3, 
1784.  And  the  other  farm, 
part  of  which  now  belongs  to 
Abraham  F.  Kratz,  then  con- 
taining sixty-thr(.‘e  acres  and 
123  perches  with  a disconnect- 
ed tract  of  ten  acres  of  wood- 
land, making  in  all  seventy- 


thi^ee  acres  and  123  perches, 
he  and  his  wife  conveyed  to 
their  son,  Samuel  Harley,  at 
the  same  time,  May  3,  1784. 
Henry  Harley  owned  this  flirm 
sixteen  years,  and  in  the  mean- 
time purchased  yet  three  acres 
and  ninty-five  perches  from 
George  Markley  and  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, who  then  lived  where 
Frank  Nice  now  lives,  and  re- 
ceived a conveyance  dated  De- 
cember 19,  1794. 

On  March  31,  A.  D.,  1800, 
Henry  Harley  and  his  wdfe, 
Elizabeth,  conveved  their  farm 
in  two  tracts,  then  containing 
only  yet  140  acres  and  114 
perches,  to  Isaac  Klein,  of  Low- 
er Salford.  He  owned  this  farm 
many  years,  and  then  divided 
it  among  his  three  sons,  Gabriel, 
Samuel  and  John.  These 
three  brothers  owned  those 
farms  until  each  one  died  on 
his  farm  twenty  or  more  years 
ago.  John  Klein  owned  the 
farm  now  belonging  to  Enos 
AVainbold  and  after  his  death 
it  was  owned  by  his  son,  Jacob, 
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who  sold  it  to  his 
the  present  owner. 

. year  1800,  when  this  land  was 
purchased  by  Isaac  Klein,  this 
tract  which  was  then  yet  partly 
in  timber,  has  been  divided  and 
^subdivided  into  such  small 
■’tracts^  or  pieces  as  I will 
'not  describe. 

The  graveyard,  known  as 
Harley’s  buryingground,  located 
on  this  tract,  was  reserved  in 
the  conveyjince  when  the  iai’in 
'was  sold  by  Henry  Harley  to 
•Isaac  Klein,  and  was  not  sold. 

At  some  time  during  those 
^sixteen  years  in  which  Henry 
-Harley  owned  this  property  he 
^'sold  off  about  forty-two  acres  of 
land  at  the  uppei'  e nd  to  George 
' Weidner,  if  I mistake  not, 

. whose  residence  for  some  time 
afterward  was  where  Benjamin 
Frederick  now  lives.  'Weidner 
afterward  purchased-  yet  a 
wedge-shaped  tract  of  land  con- 
taining about  tilteen  acres  froi]i 
Abraham  Help,  lying  between 
his  other  tract  and  the  ro:id 
above.  But  as  this  farm  is  in 


Franconia  township  we  will  not 
persue  its  history  any  lurther. 

PEiea  BECKER. 

It  was  while  Rudolph  Harley 
lived  on  this  firm  that  Ins 
father-in-law,  Peter  Becker, 
who  was  tlien  well  advanced  in 
years  came  to  reside  with  them 
the  remainder  of  his  days  and 
lived  here  yet  twelve  years. 
The  following  sketch  of  his  life 
was  ^vritten  by  Abraham  11. 
Cassel  and  was  published  in 
‘•The  Brethren’s  Almanac,”  of 
1871:  . - 

“Peter  Becker,  the  f rst 

minister  of  the  Brethren  in 
America,  was  born  at  Dillsheim, 
in  Germany,  in  the  year  1G87. 
He  was  brought  up  and  educated 
in  the  Presbyterian  faith,  but 
embraced  the  principles  of  the 
Brethren  at  Creyfeldt  in  1714, 
immigrated  to  America  at  the 
head  of  the  first  company  of 
Brethren  that  crossed  the  ocean, 
in  17113,  :ual  settled  near  Ger- 
mantown (Ui  hi^  little  firm  oi“ 
t\\ entv-i(>iir  acres,  which  he 
tilled  with  his  own  hands,  and 
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son-in-law, 

Since  the 
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followed  bis  occupation  (weav- 
ing) besides,  until  October  14, 
1746,  when  lonesonieness  and 
tlie  infirmities  of  age  prevailed 
on  him  to  retire.  He  made 
vendue,  and  sold  both  his  real 
and  personal  property,  and 
moved  to  his  son-in-law,  Ru- 
dolph Harley,  (the  writer’s 
great-grandfather)  at  Indian 
Creek,  Montgomery  countv, 
whtre  he  lived  until  tlie  day  ot 
his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  19th  of  March,  1758.  He 
is  buried  in  the  family  burying 
ground,^  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  Indian  Creek.  He 
was  married  to  Dorathy  Part- 
man,  a very  pious  and  worthy 
woman,  witli  whom  he  had  two 
daughters  only,  Mary  arul  Eliza- 
beth, The  former  married  the 
above  named,  Rudolph  Harley, 
and  the  latter  married  Peter 
Stum]),  who  raised  fifteen  chil- 
dren. 

“He  a];])cars  to  have  been  a 
man  of  ardent  feelings  and  (*on- 
siderabie  talent,  accompanied 
with  er(‘at  z.eal  in  the  service  of 
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his  master,  in  so  much  that  he 
was  the  happj’  instrument  in 
organizing  most  all  the  early 
churches  of  the  Brethren  in 
America. 

“Much  more  might  be  said  ot* 
hitn  ; hut  whatever  his  real 
characted  tvas,  this  may  con- 
fidently be  asserted,  that  he 
traveled  more,  and  labored 
more  abundantly  in  the  cause 
of  the  church  than  all  his  con- 
tem])ora  ries.” 

By  referring  to  the  sketch  of 
Rudolph  Harley  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  did  not  live  at  Indian 
Creek  before  1762,  and  Peter 
Becker  was  dead  before  that 
time,  having  died  in  1758,  did 
not  live  at  Indian  Creek.  He 
is  buried  in  the  Harley  grave- 
yard, in  Franconia,  and  had 
quite  a common  rough  stone 
with  the  name  and  date  on  it 
at  his  grave  until  1886.  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  years 
after  his  death,  when  his  great- 
grandson,  Abraham  H.  ( 'a.->el, 
erected  to  his  memory,  at  his 
own  (‘X])eir^(\  a large,  white 
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marble-head.'^tone  with  alength- 
ly  historical  epitaph  tliereon. 

We  will  now  proceed  with 
the  history  of  the  tarni  belong- 
ing  to  Abraham  F.  Kratz,  wliich 
as  already  stated  was  sold  by 
Rudolph  Harley  and  wife  to 
their  son,  Samuel,  May  ?>,  1784 
There  was  a house  built  here 
at  an  early  day,  but  how  early 
1 can  not  sav.  It  did  not  stand 
where  it  now  is  ; but  the  first 
house  stood  back  near  a spring 
not  far  from  the  creek.  This 
farm,  when  it  \vas  purchased 
bv  Samuel  Flarlev,  contained 
sixty-three  acres  and  12o  per- 
ches, besides  a ten-acre  tract 
apparently  disconnected.  It  is 
said  Mr.  Harley  tried  to  run  a 
store  along  with  his  farm  at 
this  place,  but  he  found  it  was 
not  a proper  place  for  a store, 
and  therefore  purchased  the 
hotel  property  in  Harleysville, 
in  1705,  and  there  kept  a store, 
alongside  of  tlie  tavern,  in  the 
same  building.  Xec.rly  fi\'e 
years  later,  December  H,  1700, 
Samuel  Harley  and  wile,  (,'ath- 
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arine,  sold  the  same  farm  to 
Abraham  Ziegler,  who  owned 
it  six  years,  but  in  the  mean- 
time i-educed  it  to  thirty-live 
acres,  when  he  and  his  wile, 
Barbara,  conveyed  this  proper- 
H to  xVbraham  Alarkley,  f‘or 
je754,  April  20,  1800.  At  that 
time  a draft  was  made  showing 
that  the  land  extended  in  a long 
narrow  strip  20.0  perches  wide 
and  225  perches  in  length  along 
the  present  road.  The  line  on 
the  north-west  along  Isaac 
Klein’s  land  was  irregular  and 
ot  a zigzag  shape  43  perches 
in  length.  All  along  the  line 
on  the  north-east  side  below  the 
crossroad  the  land  then  belong- 
ed to  Andrew  Swartz.  At  the 
lower  end  bordering  on  Andrew 
Krieble’s  land,  a Muall  tract 
nearly  s((uaj‘e  containing  five 
acres  and  thirty  perches  had 
been  cut  off  li’om  its  original 
lengtli  by  Mr.  Ziegler,  appnr- 
entiy  for  liis  own  use,  Ics 
whole  length  along  tire  road  ni> 
to  the  cornei’^^  (4‘  is-aac  l\!eln’> 
land  th(‘n  wtis  253.(1  pei’chcs. 
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and  the  landowners  on  that  side 
weie  Andrew  Krnpp,  Jolin 
Krupp  and  George  Heydrick 
Abraham  Markley  owned  this 
farm  only  a little  over  a year, 
when  he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
conveyed  the  same  property  to 
Jacob  Hagey,  clockmaker,  June 
11,  1S07.  He  owned  the  tarm 
only  three  years  when  he  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  sold  and 
confirmed  the  same  to  John 
Krupp,  of  Lower  Salford,  May 
8,  1810.  Before  tiiis  date 
John  Krupp  had  been  living 
where  John  Wile  now  lives, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  and 
his  wife  sold  that  farm  then 
containing  sixtj'-four  acres  to 
Jacob  llagev.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  Krupp  and  Hagey  ex- 
changed farms.  But  Krupp  did 
not  remain  on  the  Kratz  farm  a 
long  time,  for  he  owned  it  only 
two  years  and  in  the  meantime 
drifted  down  to  Towamencin 
wliere  his  fatiier,  Jacob  Krupp. 
was  then  liviije:.  On  April  1. 
1812,  he  and  his  wife.  Hannaii. 
conveyed  the  same  messuagx' 
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and  thirty-five  acres  of  land  to 
Andrew  Beyer,  of  Louver  Sal- 
ford, for  £‘850,  Here  now  is  a 
link  wanting  in  the  chain  in 
the  loss  of  his  conveyance  .so 
that  we  can  not  sav  how  long 
Mr.  Beyer  owned  this  farm, 
but  it  was  not  long  until  it -was 
owned  by  Andrew  Swartz,  an 
old  man,  and  his  wife,  nee  Fry, 
\\  ho  both  lived  and  died  there 
in  the  old  house  back  near  the 
spring.  After  the  death  of 
Andrew  Swartz,  the  farm  be- 
longed to  his  son,  Abraham 
Swartz,  who  died  there  in  1852, 
and  his  widow  and  .seven  chil- 
dren kept  house  together  until 
her  oldest  son,  John,  was  of 
lawful  age.  when  he  and  the 
guardians  of  six  minor  children, 
sent  in  their  petition  to  the 
Orphans’  Court  of  Montgomery 
County  for  an  appraisement  of 
the  property,  and  afterward  the 
said  John  Swartz,  eldest  son  of 
Al)raham  Swartz,  deceased, 
took  the  farm  at  tiie  appraise- 
ment, and  had  the  said  comT  to 
conhrm  it  unto  him  in  I8‘j7. 
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He  then  owned  this  farm  six- 
teen years  and  in  that  while 
had  a brick-kiln  on  his  land 
where  bricks  were  manufactur- 
ed as  some  old  people  will 
recollect.  But  on  March  30, 
1853,  John  Swartz  and  his  wife, 
Susanna,  sold  the  said  farm 
then  containing  yet  thirty-four 
acres  to  Samuel  Mussel  man,  for 
^2589.46.  He  owned  it  only 
about  a year  and  a half,  until 
he  and  his  wife  conveyed  the 
same  property  to  Abraham  F. 
Kratz,  the  present  owner,  Oc- 
tober 13,  1854. 

THE  KRUPP  FARM. 

The  old  conveyances  belong- 
ing to  the  Krupp  farm  are 
kept  carefully  locked  up  in  an 
old  chest,  and  the  old  lady  is 
very  scrupulous  about  letting- 
other  people  see  them.  She  is 
very  willina*  to  give  the  whole 
history  of  the  farm  verbally 
from  hearsay,  but  to  let  any  one 
see  the  old  papers  is  a thing 
she  does  not  trust.  Her  maid- 
en name  was  Mayberry,  and  her 
education  could  all  be  put  in  a 


nutshell.  There  was  much 
trouble  a lew  years  ago,  after 
the  death  of  her  husband, 
Samuel  Krupp,  when  she  had 
purchased  the  farm,  in  getting 
her  so  far  as  to  loan  even  the 
last  conveyance-,  to  have  the 
property  conveyed  to  herself, 
and  to  me  when  I wanted  to  see 
the  old  papers,  she  related  the 
history  (?)  of  the  farm,  verbally, 
rather  than  let  me  see  the 
manuscripts.  Lacking  reliable 
statistics  we  will,  nevertheless, 
attempt  to  give  an  indefinite 
history  of  the  place  from  infor- 
mation obtained  from  other 
sources.  We  can  say  so  much 
that  in  1728  this  tract  of  land 
belonged  to  Conrad  Custer,  of 
Skippack,  tlien  called  Bebber's 
township,  when  there  probably 
was  no  house  on  it,  but  how 
long  before  that  time  he  owned 
it  I cannot  say,  nor  can  I s.iy 
in  what  year  he  sold  it.  But 
we  can  say  that  in  1732  it  be- 
longed to  Christian  Crull,  and 
he  also  lived  there  in  1734, 
when  he  was  rated  on  fifty  acres 


SKETCH KS  OF  LOWEU 
of  land  at  that  place.  He  was 
probably  the  ancestor  of  ail  tlu‘ 
(JroHs  in  this  part  of  the  country 
and  elsewhere.  He  was  prob- 
al)iy  the  same  Christian  Croll 
who  came  to  Pennsylvania  in 
companv  with  Jacob  Heiff,  who 
returned  from  a visit  to  Europe, 
August  10,  1720.  Croll  prof)- 
ably  owned  this  farm  about  ten 
years  when  he  .sold  it  to  Jacob 
Ki’ob  or  Krupp.  From  1760 
to  1766  Christian  Croll  owned 
that  farm  and  lived  where 
Frederick  Seitz  now  lives,  as 
stated  in  the  sketcli  of  John 
Lederacli.  He  could  not  write 
his  name.  Since  we  do  not 
have  the  date  ot  Jacob  Krob’s 
purchai^e  we  cannot  say  exactly 
how  long  tills  farm  has  belong- 
ed to  the  Krupp  family,  but  we 
know  that  it  has  been  in  that 
name  at  least  one  hundred  and 
ibrty-four  years  ; but  it  can 
not  remain  in  that  farnil  v many 
years  longer. 

Thi^  name  Ki’up.j)  has  been 
written  so  ditlerently  in  time.'^ 
]>ast  that  we  hardly  know  how 
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to  write  it.  Among  the  ance.<- 
tors  of  the  family  who  came  to 
Pennsylvania,  in  company  with 
Alexander  l\hick,  in  the  ship, 
Allen,  August  H),  1720,  were 
Andreas  Kropp,  Daniel  Cropp, 
Jacob  Cropp,  Johan  Christian 
Crobf  and  Christian  Kropf. 
Then  we  also  have  Grob  and 
Grub.  Catharine  Grob  kept 
herself  secluded  in  Germany  in 
the  time  of  persecution.  Jacob 
Krob  could  not  write  his  name, 
but  other  people  wrote  it  Krol), 
while  his  descendants  wrote 
their  names  Krupp.  Jacob 
Krob  was  supervi.Nor  in  Lower 
Salford  in  1707  and  1768. 
The  first  year  his  expen.se  were 
j£l3.  13  shillings.  Think  of  a 
supei'visor  who  can  not  write 
even  so  much  as  his  own  name. 

Concerning  the  farm  we  are 
sorry  to  say  that  we  can  not 
give  the  exact  .dimensions,  but 
apparently  its  two  sides  were 
each  225  perches  in  length,  and 
the  two  other  side  130  perches 
each,  and  must  have  containo<i 
at  first  about  183  acres.  This 
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whole  tnict  at  one  time  belong- 
ed to  Conrad  Custer,  but  it  ap- 
pears as  if  he  might  have  sold 
it  in  two  or  three  tracts  at  so 
many  different  dates.  Appar- 
ently it  all  belonged  to  Jacob 
Krob  at  some  time  and  included 
the  farms  belonging  to  John 
Wile,  Ephraim  Smith,  John 
Lutz  ,the  widow  Krupp,  part 
of  Isaac  Nice’s  farm,  and  other 
lots  along  the  new  road  back 
from  Ephraim  Smith’s  tarm. 
On  the  last  mentioned  farm  is 
at  present  the  office  of  the 
Weeklv  News.  It  is  not  cus- 
tomary to  publish  a paper  at 
such  an  out-of-the  way  place, 
but  here  it  can  be  done  cheap- 
er than  in  a village  or  borough, 
though  the  printing  establish- 
ment may  at  some  time  in  the 
future  be  moved  to  Harleys- 
ville, 

Jacob  Krob  undoubtedly  was 
a son  of  Andrew  Kropp,  for  he 
also  liad  a son  whose  name  was 
Andrew,  who,  after  him,  be- 
came the  owner  of  the  «>ld  home. 
Jacob  Krob,  as  stated  in  a pre- 


vious sketch,  was  married  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  Claus  Up- 
linger.  They  had  four  sons 
whoni  I know  of,  but  how  many 
daughters  I can  not  say.  He 
made  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment in  writing,,  dated  Eebru- 
ary  25,  1785,  and  died  soon 
afterward,  but  his  wife,  Mary, 
survived  him  until  1802.  We 
are  oliiciaily  informed  that  his 
will  is  not  on  record,  and  con- 
sequently we  can  not  tell  our 
readers  much  al'.out  it.  His 
four  sons,  whose  names  appear 
elsewhere,  were  Jacob,  Isaac, 
Samuel  ami  Andrew.  Appar- 
ently he  soM  about  forty-three 
acres  of  his  land  in  the  easteni 
corner  to  his  son,  Jacob,"  and 
had  remaining  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1785,  llOi  acres 
whi(di  he  devised  in  equal 
shares  with  buildings  and  im- 
provements to  his  two  sons, 
Andrew  and  Samuel.  They 
afterward  divided  the  land  into 
two  tracts  <d  such  size  a^  the\ 
figreed  to.  Andrew  received 
the  old  h4)mestea.d,  and  Samuel 
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tlie  otlier  tract : he  probably 
built  the  tirst  house  on  the  farm 
now  l)elonuing  to  John  AVile. 
Samuel  Kriipp  died  intestate 
and  without  issue,  in  1700.  Some 
time  after  his  death  lawful  pro- 
ceedings were  taken,  and  on 
application  to  the  Orphans' 
court  of  Montgomery  county, 
an  inquest  was  awarded,  and 
an  appraisement  was  made, 
when,  some  time  afterward, 
Jacob  Krupp,  the  oldest  brother, 
came  into  court  and  prayed  to 
take  the  farm  at  the  appraise- 
ment, which  was  granted. 
Tlien  he  and  his  brother,  An- 
drew, mutually  agreed  amicably 
to  divide  the  farm  between 
tliernselves.  Jacob  Krupp  and 
his  brother,  Isaac,  both  lived 
in  eastern  Towainencin.  Jac(jb 
was  the  father  of  John  Krupp, 
the  celebrated  Mennonite  min- 
ister, and  of  Abraham,  the 
musician,  of  Hyi^^g  machine 
notority’.  His  experiment  in 
Hying  was  made  wlien  he  lived 
with  his  brother-in-law.  Jacob 
Harley,  near  the  I^reshy terian 
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church,  below  Fair  View,  four 
miles  above  Xorristown.  They 
then  made  the  division  of  the 
land  so  that  Jacob  had  eight\'- 
soven  acres  and  eighty  perches. 
How  much  land  then  belonged 
to  Andrew  1 can  not  say,  for 
that  is  locked  up  in  the  chest, 
but  I can  say  so  much  that  it 
was  all  that  tract  which  now 
belongs  to  the  widow  Krupp, 
and  Lutz’s  farm,  and  the  great- 
er  part  of  the  small  farm  be- 
longing to  Isaac  Nice.  It  is 
said  Andrew  Krupp  built  that 
house  on  Lutz’s  farm,  and  his 
son-in-law,  Frederick  Shod, 
liverl  there.  He  also  built  that 
house  in  which  the  widow 
Krupp  lives.  The  house  belong- 
ing to  Isaac  Nice  was  probably 
built  by  Isaac  Klein,  who  had  a 
blacksmith  shop  tliere  in  1882, 
when  the  cross  road  along  there 
was  laid  out.  Some  years 
later  this  property  belonged  to 
Henry  Flarley  and  not  to  Will- 
iam as  stated  in  the  sketch  of 
the  Harleys,  for  William  Harley 
then  lived  on  the  Lutz  tarm  and 


842  SKET<’HES  OF  LOWKl 

his  wife,  Mary,  died  tiiere  in 
1848.  Frederick  vSho’l  owned 
that  farm  befm'e  it  belonged  to 
Flarley.  I think  Lutz  bought 
it  from  Harley. 

When  tlie  farm  was  divided 
between  Jacol)  end  Andrew 
Krupp,  the  tormei*  was  a resi- 
dent of  Towamencin.  and  he 
then  had  his  son.  John  Krupp, 
to  move  on  the  farm,  and  sold 
it  to  him  one  year  afterward. 
It  appears  that  the  meadows 
were  well  provided  with  ditches 
tor  irrigation,  and  when  they 
divided  tlie  farm  Andrew  Krupp 
granted  a water  right  to  his 
brother,  Jacob,  or  the  privilege 
of  taking  the  water  over  Jacob’s 
meadow  from  the  same  ditches 
which  were  in  Andrew’s  mead- 
o\y,  on  each  side  of  the  stream, 
and  also  the  right  to  clean  the 
ditches  and  keep  them  in  re]>air, 
to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever.  Tiie  clause  reads  thus  ; 
‘‘Together  also  with  the  privi- 
lege of  the  said  Jacob  Kruj)p, 
liis  heirs  and  assigns  tjdving  the 
waters  out  of  their  natm-al 
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courses,  whicii  runs  (lown 
through  the  land  ol  the  said 
Andi’ew  Krupp,  by  the  sa  i.e 
ditches  or  water  courses  on  each 
side  of  the  meadow  as  they 
were  heretofore  made  lor  tlu 
use  of  the  meadows,  and  have 
the  benefit  thereof  at  al!  times 
for  ever,  with  privilege  of  i‘e- 
pairing,  scouring  and  cleansitig 
the  ditches  as  need  may  rerpure, 
s(j  that  it  be  done  at  such  times 
and  seasons  as  will  least  in- 
jure the  grass  growing  there.” 
This  right  was  granted  when 
ti)e  (‘onveyance  was  made,  be- 
fore nenjamin  Keiff,  Esq.,  April 
4,  1808.  Such  water-rights  we 
occasionally  find  along  small 
streams.  They  were  consider- 
ed of  much  value  in  those  days 
when  people  did  not  know  th.at 
grass  could  be  cultivated  in  the 
fields.  Andrew  Krupp  was 
married  to  Elizaladh  Swjirtz : 
they  had  three  children.  Alira- 
ham  and  Samuel,  and  a daught- 
er, Cathaidne,  who  was  married 
to  Frederick  Sholl.  Andrew 
Krupp  died  December  . 1817, 
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lined  fiRv-ein'ht  vears,  six 
rnoiitiiB  and  eight  days.  Bat 
his  widow  survived  him  yet 
nearly  twenty-six  years.  She 
and  her  children  then  run  the 
farm  until  her  children  were 
all  married,  and  then  Samuel 
became  the  owner  thereof. 
Klizabeth  Krupp,  nee  Swartz, 
died  October  20,  1843,  aged 
seventy  years,  four  montiis  ;md 
six  days.  Their  son,  the  late 
Samuel  Krupp,  then  owned  the 
larm  until  tiie  time  of  his  death, 
April  13,  18S3,  when  he  died 
in  his  83d  yeaia  His  children 
then  sold  the  firm  which  ^vas 
purchased  by  his  widow,  UvS 
alread\'  stated.  We  will  now 
turn  back  again  to  the  Wile 
farm,  which  Jacob  Krupp  and 
his  with,  Ann,  sold  and  con- 
veyed to  their  son.  John,  t(>r 
£1000,  with  all  tlie  rights  and 
])rivileges  helongiiu'-  thei'eto, 
February  22,  1804.  lie  then 
(Avned  tliis  farm  six  years  when 
he  and  liis  wife.  Manna li.  sold 
sixt\ -four  acres  thereof  to  Jacol) 
Hagey,  for  £ll00.  May  8.  1810, 
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when  they  exchanged  farms,  as 
already  stated  in  the  previous 
sketch,  and  had  remaining  yet 
twentj'-three  and  a half  acres 
of  woodland.  But  on  Septem- 
ber 25,  1811,  John  Krupp  and 
wife  sold  yet  fouraicres  of  wood- 
land to  Jacob  Hagey,  for  ^100, 
or  $200. 60.  Jacob  Hagey  was 
a clockmaker  by  trade,  and  was 
generally  known  as  -‘Clock- 
maker  Hagey.”  He  owned 
this  property  eighteen  years, 
and  then  he  and  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, sold  this  larm  of  sixty- 
eight  acres,  in  two  tracts,  to 
Benjamin  Weil,  March  21,1828, 
for  $2030.  After  owning  this 
farm  forty-eight  vears  Benjamin 
Weil  sold  sixty-seven  acres  and 
.^eventy-two  perches  thereof  to 
his  son,  John  M ile,  the  present 
owner,  Aucust  31,  1870.  The 
latter  built  a new  brick  house 
there  in  1877. 

Those  five  convenient  firms 
helongiiiLL'  to  Abraliam  Nice, 
Jaiiol)  Stoll.  Frank  Heckdei*. 
(fjriiKU’h'  Adam  Fisher.)  Joseph 
M . (di>sel  and  Henry  l\dle. 
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were  all  cut  out  of  one  lar<»:e 
plantation,  originally  compris- 
ing 207  acres,  whicii  was  pur- 
chased from  David  Powel  in 
1727.  It  has  repeatedly  been 
stated,  in  these  sketches,  that 
on  the  10th  day  of  Se[)teniber 
1717,  a warrant  was  granted  to 
David  Powel  for  3000  acres  of 
land,  and  then  in  pursuance  and 
b\  virtue  of  said  warrant  there 
was  surveyed,  by  Jacob  Taylor, 
on  the  7th  daj’  of  September 
1727,  for  Claus  Jaiison  of  Beb- 
ber’s  township,  a tract  of  land, 
beginning  at  a corner  of  Conrad 
Custer’s  land  in  a lines  of 
Joseph  Jones’  land  ; thence  by 
the  same  south-west  184  perch- 
es to  a corner  of  Gabriel  .Shu- 
ler’s land  ; then  by  the  same 
north-west  180  perches  to  a 
corner  in  a line  of  John  Isaac 
Klein’s  land  ; then  by  the  same 
and  Christian  Stauller’s  land 
north-east  184  [)e relies  to  a 

corner  in  a line  of  Coni'ad  Cu>- 
tcr’s  limrl  ; then  south-east  by 
the  same  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning ; containing  207  acres. 
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This  surv^ey,  certified  by  Jacob 
Taylor,  was  returned  into  the 
Secretary’s  office  in  Philadel- 
phia, May  lo,  1729.  Claus 
Janson  then  owned  this  land 
nearly  live  years,  when  he  and 
his  wife,  Catharine,  for  a small 
sum  of  money  and  the  good  will 
and  love  which  they  bore  to 
their  eldest  son,  John,  conveved 
and  confirmed  it  to  him  on  the 
loth  day  of‘  June  1732.  At 
that  time  Christian  Croll  owned 
the  Krupp  f;irm.  Tlie  deed 
which  was  graiJed  by  Claus 
Janson  and  wife  to  their  son, 
John,  was  acknowledged  before 
Henry  Pastorius  and  two  wit- 
nesses, Hendrick  \4in  Gelex 
and  William  Lane,  and  was  re- 
corded in  the  office  in  Phila- 
delphis,  October  14,  1740. 

Claus  Janson,  now  Johnson, 
svas  one  of  those  early  3Ienno- 
nite  settlers  who  came  to  Skip- 
pack  and  purchased  300  acres 
troin  Matfiias  \ an  Beblier,  about 
the  year  1703.  He  wa>  ta.\  col- 
lector for  the  township  in  1718, 
and  in  172o  he  was  electialone  of 
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the  first  trustees  of  the  Meimo- 
nite  meeting  house  and  land. 
He  iiad  twelve  children,  four 
sons  and  eight  dauglite^'s.  We 
are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  Henry  S.  Dotterer,  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  obtaining  for  us  the 
following  statistics  of  Claus 
Janson’s  will,  which  was  dated 
June  1,  1739,  and  was  proven 
before  Jacob  Reiff,  of  Lower 
Salford,  deputy  register,  Oc- 
tober 30,  174o.  His  witnesses 
were  Itobert  Jones,  Anna  Jones 
and  William  Jones.  He  is  rep- 
resented as  a.  resident  “of  the 
township  Skippack  and  Park- 
eomy,”  yeoman,  being  aged  and 
infirm  in  btjdy.  At  the  time 
he  made  his  will  three  of  his 
.'"ons  were  yet  under  age  ; their 
names  were  Petei-,  Nicholas  and 
Benjamin.  The  names  ot  his 
eight  daughter's  were,  tfie  oldest, 
Knechin,  -d  Mary,  3d  x\gnes, 
4th  Catharine,  5th  Elizabeth, 
bth  (aitliai'ine,  7th  Margaret, 
btli  [laiinaii.  It  !s  some\v’hat 
>ingidai*  that  two  daughtei’s 
.'dnadd  have  the  same  name. 
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Catharine,  but  it  is  so.  In  the 
will  the  name  is  written  John- 
son. His  wife,  Catharine,  and 
his  son,  Peter,  were  the  ex- 
ecutors- His  wife  was  to  have 
“ye  Book  called  the  Book  of 
Martyrs.”  His  oldest  son,  John 
Johnson,  was  to  have  one  shil- 
ling sterling  (in  lieu  of  all  other 
legacies,)  for  he  already  had  the 
large  farm  over  here  at  a very 
low  figure.  His  son,  Peter 
Johnson,  was  to  have  a farm  of 
153  acres  when  he  became  of 
age,  being  part  of  306  acres 
which  had  been  bought  from 
Mathias  Van  Bebber.  His  son, 
Nicholas  Johnson,  was  to  have 
fifty-nine  acres,  being  the  north- 
east part  of  a tract  of  118  acres, 
when  lie  became  of  age.  His 
son,  ]]enjamin  Johnson,  was  to 
have  fifty-nine  acres,  being  the 
other  half,  orsoutli-'vvestern  part, 
of  a tract  of  118  acres,  when  he 
became  of  age.  He  appointed  his 
two  “loving  relative.^.”  John 
Conrad  and  llei-manus  Ivij.<ter, 
to  be  guardians  over  his  rhil- 
dren  in  tlndr  minoritv. 
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John  Johnson  undoubtedly 
bin  it  the  first  log  house  on  his 
farm  in  Lower  Salford,  which  is 
still  standing  in  a dilapidated 
condition  near  the  dwelling  of 
Jacob  Stoll.  He  ouned  this 
farm  twenty-three  yenj-s  and 
then  he  and  his  wife  sold  the  mes- 
suage and  Id  0 acres  thereof  to 
their  son,  Nicholas  Johnson. 
He  then  built  the  first  house 
over  to  the  road,  where  Joseph 
M.  Cashel  now  lives,  and  then 
lived  there  yet  nineteen  years 
till  his  wife,  Anna  Maria,  was 
dead.  He  took  an  active  pari  in 
the  affairs  of  the  township  and 
was  an  intiuentia!  man.  He  was 
the  same  John  Johnson  who  iii 
company  with  Casper  Wister, 
of  Germantown,  purchased  1000 
acres  of  land  in  Lower  Salford, 
from  (.'harles  Keed,  Es([.,  High 
Sheriff*  for  the  'hty  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  June  o,  17J<J. 
This  tract  extended  i'rorii  his 
own  farm'  down  t(»  tiie  line  of 
Towameiicin,  and  from  the 
[Present  North  Wales  and  Surn- 
neytown  turnpike,  ludbi’e  this 


road  was  laid  out  back  to  the 
line  of  Franconia  township. 
But  on  November  dth  of  the 
same  year,  IToO,  he  sold  out  all 
his  idght  and  interest  therein  to 
Casper  Wister.  He  was  the 
administrator  wdio  settled  the 
estate  of  Lawrence  Bingeman, 
in  1733,  as  stated  in  the  sketch 
of  Jacob  Hoffman,  wdio  lived 
where  Abi*aham  B.  Alderfer 
now  lives,  I need  not  describe 
the  farm  of  John  Johnson,  lo- 
cated on  the  Little  Branch, 
where  he  had  an.  extensive 
meadow,  and  tlie  North  Wales 
road  when  it  wais  laid  out  in 
1733,  was  laid  on  th<i  line  of  his 
land,  making  it  in  many  w'ay> 
a desirable  farm  in  those  days 
and  ever  since.  On  January 
19,  1748,  John  vfohnson  and  his 
wdfe,  Mary,  granted  to  Nicholas 
Rary,  a stocking  weaver,  of 
Germantown,  seven  acres  and 
a rpiarter,  of  his  b(\''t  land,  now 
beloruiing  to  Frank  Heckler, 
and  tormei'Iy,  f(;i‘  many  yeai’s 
to  Adam  Fisher  Nicliol  is 
Rar\'  then  lived  then* 
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and  carried  on  the  stocking 


weaving  about  twentj'-severi 
rears,  and  then  died  there  in- 
testate, leaving  a widow  and 
two  sons,  whose  names  were 
Henrv  and  John.  Letters  of 
administration  on  his  estate 
were  granted  to  his  widow, 
Mary,  and  son,  Henry.  These 
administrators  together  w'ith 
Henry’s  wife,  Catharine,  sold 
and  eontirmed  the  lot  to  his 
brother,  John  Rary,  and  gave 
a cofiveyance  dated  February 
1.  177(j.  John  Rary  owned 
this  lot  only  two  years,  when 
he  and  his  wile,  Regina,  con- 
firmed tlie  same  property  to 
Rol)ert  I)e  Silver,  May  2,  1778, 
though  he  perhaps  never  lived 
there,  and  owned  it  only  about 
a month,  when  he  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  sold  the  same  to  liliza- 
heth  Shuler,  June  7,  1778.  She 
owned  tins  lot  between  ten  and 
eleven  years,  and  then  made 
her  last  will  and  testament  in 
writing  dated  Se'ptembm'  17. 
1.7b8.  and  tiierem  ap[)ointe<l 
John  Imkims,  of  Towamencin. 


and  her  neighbor,  Abraham 
Alderfer,  of  Lo\ver  Sallbrd,  her 
executors.  In  her  will  she 
ordered  her  executors  to  sell 
her  lot  at  public  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder,  which  tvas  done 
as  ordered,  and  Jsaac  Markl\ , 
of  Lower  Salford,  became  the 
owner,  and  received  his  con- 
veyance, May  27,  1789.  He 
owned  this  lot  twenty-two 
years,  and  then  he  and  his  wife, 
Sarah,  conveyed  the  same 
messuage  and  seven  acres  and 
a quarter  of  land  to  George 
Fleydrick,  of  Lower  Salford,  for 
^500,  October  5,  1811. 

The  latter  otvned  this  lot 
fifteen  years.  Rut  on  May  2d, 
1826,  George  Heydrick  and 
wife,  Susanna,  made  an  assign- 
ment to  his  brother,  Baltzer 
Heydrick,  and  Joint  S*  Boorse, 
for  the  benelit  of  his  creditors. 
One  year  later,  April  17,  1827, 
John  S.  Boorse,  one  of  tlit* 
assignees,  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
conveyed  this  ‘>ame  lor  witii 
Iniildings  and  impro\ements  to 
Baltzm'  llevdrii’k.  Hi*  then 
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owned  this  lot  and  lived  on  it  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  Febrnarv  4,  1846. 
He  made  his  will,  dated  October 
15,  1842,  and  therein  devised 
this  property  to  his  two 
nephews,  George  and  Samuel 
Heydrick,  but  on  April  4,  1848. 
the  two  said  brothers,  and  their 
parents,  George  and  Susanna 
Heydiick,  conveyed  and  con- 
firmed this  pro|)erty  to  Adam 
Fisher,  for  $1500.  He  then 
owned  the  same  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  November  9,  1879, 
a period  of  nearly  thirty-two 
years.  In  the  meantime  he 
added  nearly  eighteen  acres  of 
land  to  it,  besides  twelve  acres 
which  he  purchased  from 
Daniel  Alderfer  and  wife,  sepa- 
rate from  his  other  land.  Ten 
acres  thereof  Daniel  Alderfer 
had  purchased  from  Flenry 
Detweiler,  March  8,  1841.  His 
other  additions  to  his  lot  were 
made  as  follo^v's,  naniely  : from 
Aram  Drake  and  wife,  and 
Jacob  0.  Bergey  ami  wife,  eight 
acres  and  twenty-one  perches  of 


woodland,  April  6.  1857. 

From  Micluel  0.  Ziegler  ami 
wife,  eight  acres  and  101  per- 
ches, April  6,  1861,  and  from 
Jacob  v^toll  135  perches,  in  the 
shape  of  a wedge,  near  his 
barn,  April  6,  1861.  Adam 
Fisher  by  his  last  will  and  tes- 
tament devised  all  his  real  es- 
tate to  his  only  stm,  Adam 
Fisher,  Jr.  He  then  owned 
this  farm  \ et  six  years,  when 
he  and  his  wite  conveyed  it  to 
Martin  Heckler  for  his  son. 
Frank,  the  present  occuipant,  in 
1887,  Hei*e  is  the  oldest  habit- 
able house  in  the  township  ; it 
being  nearly  140  years  old. 
Adam  Fisher  removed  to  Wor- 
cester township,  near  Center 
Point 

.JOHNSON. 

On  May  17,  1755,  John 
Johnson  anrl  his  wife,  Anna 
Maria,  conveyed  to  their  son, 
Nicholas  Johnson,  150  acres  of 
land  with  buildings  and  ijn- 
provements,  for  .£180.  besiik‘s 
the  l()\e  and  good  will  which 
they  bore  to  their  son.  Since 
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this  far  111  was,  in  a manner, 
cut  out  oi  the  original  tract  we 
will  give  the  boundaries  as  they 
were  then  given  ; beginning  at 
a heap  of  stones  in  a line  ot 
Gabriel  Shuler’s  land,  (being 
the  enst  corner,)  then  by  the 
same  south-west  186  perches  to 
the  middle  of  the  great  road 
leading  to  Philadelphia,  then 
alongthe  middle  ofsaid  road  and 
the  said  Gabriel  Shuler’s  land 
north-west  sixty  perches  to  a cor- 
ner, then  north-east  by  bind  of 
Nicholas  Karich  twenty  perches 
to  a stone,  then  by  the  said 
Uarich’s  land  north-west  fifty- 
eight  perches  to  a white  oak  in 
a line  ot  John  Johnson’s  land, 
then  by  the  same  north-east 
fifty-eight  perches  to  a post, 
then  north  twenty-eight  de- 
grees, west  forty-nine  perches 
to  a stake,  tnen  by  the  same 
land  north-east  eighty-seven 
perches  to  a white  oak  s,i[)ling 
in  a line  of  Jacob  Krob’s  land 
then  by  tlie  same  ian<l 
east  160  perches  to  the  place  of 
beginning.  This  farm  then  be- 
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longed  to  Nicholas  Johnson  and 
remained  in  his  name  twenty- 
one  years,  though  he  lived  here 
only  five  years,  for  he  died 
some  time  in  May,  1760.  He 
made  his  will  dated  May  9, 
1760,  wtiich  was  proven  May 
30,  of  the  same  year.  We  are 
indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Henry  I)otterer,of  Philadelphia, 
for  the  most  important  points 
in  the  will.  Item  second  reads 
thus : “I  give  and  bequeath 
unto  my  wife  per  advance  one 
Bed  and  Bedstead,  one  Chest 
and  one  cow  of  her  own  Chosing, 
likewise,  my  Daughter,  Magda- 
lene, shall  have  one  milk  Cow 
per  advance.”  His  wife  was 
also  to  have  the  third  part  of 
the  proceeds  of  his  personal 
property  which  was  to  be  sold 
at  public  sale.  Further  on  in 
the  will  we  find  the  following  : 
“My  wife  shall  remain  and 
Dwell  on  my  place  or  plantation 
until  my  youngest  Child  is  of 
age,  and  she  is  to  manure  a?id 
improve  ye  sd  my  Plantation 
within  the  sd  Time  Conditioned 
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that  she  iiur  iinv  Body  Else 
shall  annually  sow  any  more 
hut  one  field  with  Winter  Eurn 
and  One  field  with  Summer 
Corn  and  from  henceforth  clear 
none  of  the  Wood  Land  on  ye  s(i 
Place  within  the  sd  Time.” 
After  his  youngest  child,  which 
was  then  about  five  years  old, 
was  of  age  tiie  I’eal  estate  was 
to  be  sold.  His  two  sons,  John 
and  Jacoij,  eacli  were  to  have 
£20  in  advance,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  his  estate  was  to  be 
divided  into  equal  shares  among 
all  the  children.  His  wife, 
Magdalene,  and  Christian  Moyer 
were  the  executors,  and  Ifu- 
dolpli  Harley,  John  Janson  and 
Jacob  Kropp,  the  witnesses. 
The  names  oi  only  three  chil- 
dren ai*e  mentioned,  l)ut  there 
were  more,  their  names  are  not 
known.  According  to  the  con- 
ditions and  directions  of  th<^ 
will  it  was  expected  that  tiie 
^\'idow  and  the  ahiMivn  would 
remain  on  tile  larm  fluj.'-o  fiitf'cn 
oi*  sixteen  \(,\ai‘^  specified  in  the 
will,  hut  that  was  a litth*  too 


much  for  a widow  of  her  age, 
and  in  the  meantime  she  mar- 
ried George  Sch letter,  of  Upper 
Salford,  and  removed  up  thei'(‘ 
to  him.  Though  her  son,  John 
Johnson,  remained  on  the  farm 
until  it  was  sold.  ^ 

Sixteen  years  after  his  death 
the  widow,  Magdalene,  Sch let- 
ter and  Christian  Moyer,  ex- 
ecutors, conve\ed  and  confirm- 
ed the  said  plantation  to  Abra- 
ham Aldeider,  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford. for  £J05,  May  18.  1770. 
It  is  said  that  some  of  these 
Johnson  children  afterward  re- 
moved to  Upper  Salford,  and  it 
also  ap[)ears  probable. Abra- 

liiid  n tliat  tlu*  \vi<K)\\  fu' 

Xichol.is  .juliuson  liiivil  GtcH.u't*  Schlut- 
teivr  to  work  uii  her  I'aiiu,  ami  tliat  sla- 
afterward  married  him  and  had  >et  tliree 
soii.s.  wlio'^e  names  were  .laeol*.  \\  iiliam 
and  Ge<>r^e.  They  all  lived  lu-a--  Hi  iid- 
rieks  Station,  in  L’ppei'  S.dfni-d.  Wt*  also 
find  that  G<_orge  Seldottei'.  Sehlotterer  or 
Selilotteivy,  lived  *>n  the  -Johnson  taian  in 
iThS.  and  perhaps  before  ami  aftir.  In 
that  \ ear  tie  was  one  of  the  overs jtos  oi' 
the  poor  in  I.owe rSa! ford,  and  undouhti  d- 
ly  was  married  heh.nv  that  tiiiie.  One  of 
X'ieht'ia.^  .lohn.'-onG  d uuhtei-s.  he  mime 
is  to  haw*  hee'i  O.i tSmi'in.-.  a tla* 

mOilivrof  Veilis  t'a>>el  and  ln>  iowrlna-s 
ami  -i.'-ler.s.  and  'a tan< Iniot her  ch' .Vhr.dm rn 
II.  G.ostl.  .''he  diid  iih.mt  the  w;ir  1>’G. 

< )!ie  ot  !u  r hroi'.u fs  had  an  i>il  mill  on  the 
,S\vamp  cr('ek.  nt'iirtlu*  l\ I'kioinm. 
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ham  Alderter  owned  this  plan- 
tation, containing-  150  a<jres. 
torty-nine  years,  and  apparent- 
ly died  a rich  man.  He  was 
twice  married,  but  it  is  not  re- 
membered who  either  of  his 
wives  were*.  The  name  ot  the 
fir>t  was  Catharine,  and  of  the 
second,  Ksthei- : but  as  they 

left  no  issue  it  is  a difficult  mat- 
ter to  find  out  much  tibout  them. 
It  has  been  said,  the  first  was  a 
SoLider,  but  since  it  is  so  long 
ago  it  miglit  have  be(*n  the 
second.  His  tii’st  wife,  Cath- 
arine, probably  a Benner,  died 
August  28,  1814,  aged  sixty- 
liiree  years  and  ten  da\'s.  He 
was  I hen  about  sixty-seven 
years  old  and  afterward  married 
again.  He  made  his  last  will 
and  testament  in  writimi'  dated 
January  21.  1818,  and  then 

lived  yet  until  A] )i*  11  17.  1825, 
wlu*n  he  died,  aged  seventy- 
seven  ye.u’s.  hve  months  aivl 
lil'teen  days.  Ills  will  wa.-' 
proven  Aj)ril  1-h  1825.  by  his 
witnes'^es,  .Joseph  Hai'’ey,  .Jac(h) 
Hagey  and  .Joseph  Alderfer. 


He  appointed  his  two  nephews, 
Benjamin  Alderfer  and  Isaac 
Alderfer  his  executors,  and  his 
own  brother,  Joseph,  trustee 
over  his  estate,  over  his  wife, 
her  person  and  her  estate,  and 
ordered  that  the  executors 
should  not  do  any  thing  with- 
out the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  trustee.  By  giving  the 
most  important  points  in  the 
will  some  person  may  perhaps 
know  something  about  the  fam- 
ily relations  of  his  first  or 
second  vvite.  After  ordering 
his  funeral  expenses  to  be  paid 
he  becpieathed  to  his  second 
wife,  Esther,  his  plantation  con- 
taining 150  acres  whereon  he 
then  lived,  with  all  the  ap- 
|)urtenances,  buildings  and  so 
forth  thereunto  belonging,  and 
all  that  w;is  on  the  fann  ; all 
the  movable  goods,  including 
horses  and  cattle,  he  gave  to 
ids  vvife,  but  resei'ved  all  his 
p:(j;)C!’s.  money,  bvmds,  imtes 
a?id  .so  tbrth  fji’  his  oth(*r  rel- 
atives. H(*  tlH*n  ordered  his 
executors  to  j>ay  t'501)  to  his 


, brtcio^ . 4A  f A\  ^Miik  .„, 


>KKTrHE>  oF  LOWER 

vvite  one  year  after  lii>  decith. 
and  £l2o  to  his  witehs  chii<iren. 
in  equal  shares,  also  one  year 
after  liis  demise  for  an  advance, 
and  to  each  one  of  his  wile's 
three  sisters  £25,  '■ ‘named 

Elizabeth,  Boley  and  Catharine, 
and  to  Cieorge  Wunderlich  £25:’' 
to  Nancy,  wife  of  William 
Youm»:.  £50:  to  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  John  Moyer,  £20,  for  an  a<l- 
vance,  and  to  each  one  of  J.\cob 
Hnmel’s  three  daughters,  named 
Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Catharine, 
£20.  He  also  bequeathed  £15 
to  the  Mennonite  meeting  in 
Lower  Salford.  After  the  said 
bequests  had  all  been  paid  out 
by  his  executors  one  year  alter 
his  decea.'<e,  then  the  executors 
were  to  take  away  their  com- 
pensation, and  the  residue  of 
money,  bimds  and  notes  were 
to  he  divided  in  the  following- 
manner,  namely  : the  cliildien 
of  liis  brother,  Jacob  Aldorlei-, 
and  the  childi'cn  of  his  biother. 
Joliii  Alderfer,  and  the  »*hildrtm 
ol‘  his  first  wife,  ( 'athai'ine's 
brothers  and  sisters,  namely  : 
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Abraham  Benner’>  children  and 
Christian  Benner'.-  chiidi-en.  and 
Yellis  Casseds  children,  each  of 
them  and  their  heirs  were  then 
to  ha\e  equal  shares  anrl  ail 
were  to  be  paid  out  one  year 
after  his  decea.se;  There  is 
S'Uiie  poor  spelling  and  had 
grammer  in  the  will,  and  one 
quotation  has  been  made  be- 
cause it  is  not  plain. 

We  here  see  that  Benjamin 
Alderfer,  one  ol‘  the  executors, 
then  paid  $3.50  for  letters  testa- 
mentary and  a copy  of  the  will. 
They’  would  now  charge  prob- 
ably $15  for  the  same  Not- 
^Bthstanding  his  will  tliat  ids 
wife  should  have  his  tarm  or 
y^laiitation,  Benjamin  Aiderier. 
one  of  the  heirs,  presented  his 
petition  to  the  judge  of  the 
Orphans’  Court  of  Montgomery 
County,  on  the  15th  day,  of 
Auiiust.  IS25,  praying  the 
court  to  award  an  im[iiest,  whicli 
was  gi’antr'd  h\  the  said  court 
accordmc'  t()  tiie  pra\er  ot  file 
petition.  d'hen,  at  an  Orphans' 
('ourt  ludd  in  Norristown  on  tln^ 
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21st  of  JN'oveoiber,  1825.  return 
of  the  twelve  men  and  the 
sheriffs  Philip,  Boyer,  was  made, 
and  they  reported  their  appraise- 
ment of  the  fciriij  at  825  pei* 
acre,  amounting  to  S3. 750, 
whicli  WHS  confirmed  by  the 
said  court  November  25,  1825. 
and  on  the  same  day  Frederick 
Alderfer,  saddler,  being  the 
eldest  son  and  heir  at  law’ of  the 
eldest  brotlier,  Jacob  Alder fei'. 
deceased,  appeared  in  open  court 
and  said  he  would  take  the 
property  at  the  appraisement. 
The  said  Frederick  Alderfer 
then  ga\e  Benjamin  Alderfer 
and  his  brother,' Isaac  Alderfer, 
the  two  executors,  as  his  sureties 
for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  same,  and  the  court  then 
(’onfinned  the  farm  to  him.  It 
was  during  the  time  that  Abra- 
ham Aldertei’  owmed  this  tarm 
that  a new  hous(-  wais  built  up 
near  the  I’esidenee  of  Abraham 
Nice,  and  the  old  log  h<)use 
still  .standing  in  a_  dilapidated 
eiindition  near  Ja(‘ob  .'^toll's 
house,  w ;is  kept  for  a tenant  to 
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live  ill.  That  old  log-house  is 
the  oldest  building  in  tlie  town- 
ship and  wnis  built  about  the 
year  1730  or  1732.  It  must  bo 
at  least  155  years  old.  Fred- 
erick Alderfer,  of  the  third  gen- 
eration, who  took  this  farm  at 
the  appraisement,  did  not  take 
it  for  his  owm  u.se  ; for  on  the 
Ibllowdng  Gth  of  April,  1S2G,  he 
and  his  wdfe,  Elizabeth,  con- 
firmed this  plantation  to  his  turn 
cousins,  Mary  and  Elizabeth 
Alderier,  of  Low’er  Salford,  foi- 
$3,787.50.  Those  two  single 
sistei's  then  owned  this  large 
farm  thirty  years,  but  never 
lived  on  it.  They  had  tenants 
living  there  through  all  tho.se 
years,  w’ho  made  no  improve- 
ments, but  rather  reduced  the 
farm  in  value.  But  on  Septem- 
bei'  f),  185G,  they  had  John 
Eidemillei-,  of  Green  Lane,  to 
survey  their  plantation  and  to 
ciit  olf  a tract  containing  piob- 
ably  about  eightt-en  acres,  nose 
belonging  to  Jacob  Stoll.  \vho 
had  been  living  there  many 
years  as  a tenant.  J'he  main 
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farm  which  then  cuntained  yet 
186  acres  and  htty-hvr  perches 
of  land  with  old  buildings  there- 
on, excepting  the  barn  which 
was  new,  they  then  sold  to  two 
speculators,  namely,  to  Aram 
Drake,  ot  Towamencin,  and 
Jacob  0.  Bergey,  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, lor  §6,414.c)7,  and  gave 
their  conveyance  dated  Febru- 
ary 6,  1857.  These  two  men 
then  cutting  off  twenty-six 
acres  and  seven  pei’ches  of  their 
land  sold  it  to  David  Cassel,  a.nd 
gave  him  a conveyance  dated 
April  3;  1857.  They  also  sold, 
and  gave  conveyances  at  the 
same  time,  to  the  following  men, 
namely : to  A<lain  Fisher  for 

eight  acres  and  twenty-one  per- 
ches of  woodland  : to  Michael 
0.  Ziegler,  eight  acres  and  101 
perches  of  woodland  ; to  John 
A.  Di’ake  about  live  acres,  also 
woodland;  and  tin*  main  farm, 
which  then  confainedyet  eigiity- 
tdght  acres  and  eight\--six  per- 
ches, they  s'o'a.l  to  Jacob  Fice, 
for  84,350.  All  their  coiney- 
ances  are  dated  A]'rll  3,  ] 8.")7 
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They  undoubtedly  made  a fair 
sum  ol  money  by  the  operatioii. 
John  A.  Drake  was  accidentally 
killed  on  the  North  Penn  rail- 
road a shoi’t  time  afterwai-d. 
and  his  lot  was  then  purchased 
by  Jacob  Stoll.  'Jacob  Nice 
owned  and  occupied  this  farin 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  De- 
cember 17,  1875,  a period  of 
nearly  nineteen  years,  during 
which  time  he  I'ebuilt  ail  the 
buildings,  excepting  the  bar*n, 
and  greatly  improved  the  prop- 
erty. 

44ie  widow  and  her  childi’en 
then  I'uij  the  farm  yc4  o\er  two 
years,  when  it  was  sold  to  theii* 
son,  Benjamin  B Nice,  in  1878. 
He  then  liad  a public  road  laid 
out  through  there,  and  sohl  oH 
twenty-hve  acres  to  Henrv 
Wile,  who  btnlt  a new  residence 
there.  Mr.  Nice  owned  this 
larin  o\er  six  ye;irs,  when  al- 
most unexpectedly  he  died.  No- 
\-einber  27,  1881.  At  tiie  time 
of  his  death  he  owned  \'et  sixty- 
three  acres  and  eighty-six  per- 
ches ot‘  land.  Letter<  of  ad- 
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ministration  on  his  estate  were 
then  granted  to  his  fatiier-in- 
lavv,  Abraham  S.  Alderfer,  who 
sold  the  farm  at  public  sale  to 
Abraham  B.  Nice,  the  present 
owner,  for  §5,000,  January  8, 

] 885,  and  gave  a conveyance* 
dated  April  9th  ensuing. 

JOSEPH  M.  tassel’s  FAUM. 

As  already  stated,  John  John- 
son sold  150  acres  ofliis  land  to 
to  his  sc/u.  Nicholas,  in  1755, 
and  had  remaining  vet  fifty 
acres  for  himself  now  compris- 
ed in  the  farms  of  Joseph  M. 
Tassel  and  Frank  Nycc.  About 
thirty-five  acres  of  his  tract 
belongs  to  (nssel,  and  ahout 
fifteeti  to  Nic(*.  John  Johnson 
built  the  first  house  where 
Joseph  M.  Tassel  now  lives  and 
owned  tliat  farm  until  his  wife 
was  dead,  when  he  sold  the 
same  filty  acres  with  buildings 
*>and  improvements  to  Paul 
Knapper,  May  5,  1774.  The 
hitter  owned  this  farm  five 
vears  when  ho  and  his  wife. 
Margaret,  conveyed  the  same 
to  Daniel  King,  November  Ifi, 
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1779.  In  less  than  three  years 
Mr.  King  and  wife,  Rebecca, 
sold  the  same  to  George  5Iark- 
ley  for  .£528,  April  22,  1782. 
Ten  years  Mr.  Markley  owned 
this  farm  and  then  purchased 
the  farm  from  his  father  and 
mother,  Isaac  and  Sarah  5Iark- 
ley,  which  now  belongs  to 
Frank  Nice,  and  twm  years  later, 
December  19,  1794,  lie  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  sold  thirty-.six 
acres  wdth  buildings  and  im- 
provements, water  right  and  so 
forth  to  his  lirothei’,  Abraham 
Markley,.  for  £000.  and  re- 
served fourteen  or  fifteen  acres 
which  he  added  to  the  farm 
now  owned  i>y  Frank  Nice. 

Abraham  Markley  was  a 
saddler  by  trade.  Hi*  then 
owned  the  Tassel  (ann  over 
seventeen  years,  when  he  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  .sold  the 
same  property  to  Joseph  Har- 
ley, of  Lower  Salford.  April  2, 
1812,  Abraham  Mark  ley’s 
wife  was  a grand  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Schwenk.  as  stated  in 
the  '‘History  of  Harley sville.” 
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Joseph  Harley’s  wife  was  a 
daugliter  of  Jacob  and  Catharine 
Reiff,  and  widow  of  William 
Price,  as  stated  In  the  sketch  of 
(he  Price  family  and  in  the 
sketch  of  the  Harley  family  ; 
and  here  they  lived  abont 
twenty-four  years,  or  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  November  9, 
1835. 

For  many  years  there  was  a 
water  right  in  Cassel’s  meadow 
in  two  ditches,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  meadow,  to  take  the 
water  over  it.  which  was 
specified  particularly  in  the 
deed . 

This  farm  was  sold  by  Jacol) 
Price,  sole  executor  of  the  last 
will  ami  testament  (jf  Joseph 
Harley,  to  David  Cassel,  of 
Skippack  and  Perkiomen  town- 
ship, for  $2514.58,  March  30. 
1837.  Mr.  Cassel  has  now 
lived  there  over  fifty  years,  but 
his  son,  Joseph,  owns  the  pi'op- 
erty.  The  farm  now  contains 
about  sixty  acres.  Twenty-six 
1 ci'cs  baving i)Cen  ad<led  thereto, 
April  3,  1857,  as  already 

stated. 


TPJE  FRANK  NICE  FARM. 

The  farm  now  containing 
about  fifty  .icres,  belonging  to 
Frank  Nice,  is  for  the  greater  part 
thereof,  a I'emnant  of  the  Bind- 
er farm,  which  at  first  contain- 
ed 150  acres  and  J 46  perches, 
which  Ciiristian  Allebach  and 
Christian  Moyer,  Jr.,  executors 
of  the  estate  of  Christian  Stauff- 
er, granted  to  Rev.  John  Philip 
Boehm,  c‘f  Whitpain,  Gabriel 
Shuler,  of  Lower  Salford,  and 
Ulrich  Ste])hen,  whose  residence 
is  not  know.  March  22,  1735. 
But  on  July  13th  of  the  same 
year,  the  two  last  mentioned 
granted  all  their  light  and  in- 
terest therein  to  Mr  Boehm, 
who  sold  100  acres  thereof  to 
Henry  Mo}er,  April  9,  1745, 
as  stated  in  the  History  of 
Harleysville.”  And  the  rem- 
nant of  the  tract,  which  then 
compidsed  \et  foi'tV'uine  acres 
and  126  perches,  Mr.  Boehm 
and  wife,  Anna  .Maria.  con\‘ey- 
ed  to  Henry  f)enich  ni*  Deenig, 
Deeember  28,  1745.  It  is 

probable  that  the  fir.^t  house 
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had  been  bui’.t  here  by  Christ- 
ian Stauffer,  because  there  is 
a lasting  spring  with  water  at 
thj  house,  and  was  perhaps 
that  old  log  house  which  stood 
vvliere  the  new  one  now  stands, 
in  which  William  Kulp  carried 
on  the  clock  and  watch  making 
business  many  years,  as  some 
of  us  will  recollect.  Henry 
Denich  removed  Irorn  the  farm 
now  belonging  to  Solomon  Was- 
ser,  Jr.,  to  this  place,  and  died, 
after  purchasing  the  farm  now 
belonging  to  Frederick  Seitz, 
about  the  beniiinina;  of  t!ie 
year  1760.  He  owned  this 
farm  over  six  years,  or.  from 
December  28,  1745  to  May  2, 
1752,  when  die  and  his  wife, 
Margaret,  conveved  the  same 
to  Charles  Swartz.  Two  years 
later,  April  15,  1754.  Mr. 
Swartz  and  wife,  Mary,  con- 
veyed the  same  to  John  Sny- 
der, of  Lower  Sa’ford,  but  he 
probably  never  lived  h(‘re,  for 
. lie  owned  it  only  a little  oW'V 
three  months  until  he  and  his 
wife,  Blandino,  sold  the  same 
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property  to  a German,  whose 
name  was  Mirtin  Shaweeker. 
The  latter  arrived  in  Philadel- 
phia, as  a foreigner,  September 
2.  1749.  Purchasing  this  prop- 
erty he  owned  it  nearly  six 
years,  when  he  and  his  wife, 
Barbara,  conveyed  the  same  to 
Jacob  Denich,  who  was  a son  of 
Henrv  Denich,  a former  owmer 
of  this  place.  May  16,  1760. 
But  he  owned  this  farm  only 
three  years,  when  he  and  his 
wife,  Mary,  conveyed  the  same 
to  Henry  Fry,  June  10,  1763. 
After  owning  this  firm  six  years, 
lie  and  his  wife,  Christiana, 
conveyed  the  same  property  to 
Herman  Achey,  September  16, 
1769.  He  became  a substantial 
resident  and  owned  this  farm 
twenty-three  years.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  tlie  town.^hip  and  appears  to 
have  been  a man  of  intluence. 
He  was  one  of  tlie  auditors  of 
the  township  every  year  from 
1772  to  1779,  when  he  was 
(dected  one  of  the  sujiervisors, 
to  which  ])osition  he  was  elect- 
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ed  the  followini*;  year  also,  thus 
holding  the  otHce  two  yeai's. 
Fie  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninet\-one  years,  and  died 
February  4,  1815.  He  and  liis 
wife.  Anna  AF^ria.  conveyed 
their  farm  to  Isaac  Marklev, 
March  ol,  1792.  But  on  the 
following  29th  ot  Novemhcr,  ol 
the  same  year,  Mr.  Markley  and 
his  wife,  Sarah,  conveyed  this 
farm  to  their  .son  George  Mark- 
ley,  who  then  lived  wliei-e 
do.seph  M.  Casscl  now  lises. 
Isaac  Markley  at  that  time  was 
well  advanced  in  years,  anti 
owned  the  fann  now  helonginu- 
to  Frank  Tyson.  Lower  Sal- 
ford, and  the  h>t  now  belonging 
to  Frank  Heckier,  1'onnei‘ly  the 
residence  of  Adam  Fisheic  At 
that  time  Geoi-ge  Mark  ley’s 
firm,  now  Joseph  CassMifs,  con- 
tained a panhandle,  i.  e.,  a long 
narrow  strip  of  land  twenty- 
one  perches  wide,  between 
Abraham  Alder  tor’s  (arm  and 
the  farm  which  he  purchased 
from  his  lather.  But,  after 
owming  the  said  larm  he  cut 
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the  said  panhandle  ov'er  to  this 
tract  and  sold  the  f'a.ssel  lann 
then  cordaining  yet  thiru-six 
acres  to  his  brother.  Abraham, 
This  farm  being  cut  off  from 
the  Binder  larm,  was  a remn- 
ant of  land  whicli  contained  a 
strip  ot  about  ten  | perches  wide, 
somewhat  in  the  shape  ot  a boot, 
extending  all  the  way  back 
idong  the  Krupp  farm  to  the 
other  road  130  perches,  and 
about  eighty  perches  u[)  the 
said  road.  It  was  an  ill-shaped 
farm.  Sev'enty  two  perches  ol 
this  boot  were  pm*cha.<ed  b\' 
liudol[)h  Harkw.  from  John 
Snyder  and  wile,  in  1754. 
Georae  Mai'kley  owned  this 
farm  tiearly  ten  years  and  in 
the  meantime  sold  of  .<ome  of 
the  said  boot,  for  when  he  atid 
his  wife.  FJizaf>elh.  .>old  this 
property  To  Henry  Kul[),  April 
1,  1802,  it  contained  only  yet 
fifty -ninii  acres  and  125  per- 
ches. Three  acres  and  ninety- 
five  [)erches  he  and  his  wife 
had  sold  to  Henry  Harley,  De- 
ce rn  be r 1 9 ,^l  7 9 4 . 1 len  ry  K u 1 p 
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also  sold  off  several  small  tracts 
of  that  boot  which  reduced  the 
farm  to  nearly  what  it  now  is. 
Henry  Kulp  was  a son  of  Jacob 
Kulp,  who  owned  a fulling  mill 
on  the  Ridge  Valley  creek  in 
Upper  Salford  township,  about 
a mile  from  Tylersport,  where 
he  was  rated  on  eighty-eight 
acres  of  land  and  a fulling  mill, 
in  1776.  In  hisfatherVs  fulling 
mill  Henry  Kulp  learned  the 
art  of  dying,  which  he  followed 
many  years  at  his  home  on  his 
farm,  and  was  generally  known 
among  the  Germans  as  '^Bloferb- 
er  KnW^ — “Dyer  Kulp.”  The 
writer  now  owns  his  steelyard, 
which  draws  the  weight  at  every 
two  ounces.  Henry  Kulp  after- 
ward lived  here  until  the  time  of 
his  death  in  18*30,  when  he  was 
over  eighty  years  of  age.  Here 
his  son,  William,  carried  on  the 
the  clock  and  watch  making 
business  many  years,  and  also 
became  the  owner  of  the  farm, 
which  he  heM  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  June,  1880. 
His  executor,  George  D.  Alder- 


fer,  Esq.,  then  sold  the  farm 
containing  fifty  acres,  at  public 
sale  October  1,  1882,  to  the 
widow  Kulp,  for  her  son-in-law, 
Frank  Nice,  the  present  owner, 
for  §9,100.  The  buildings  are 
all  new,  and  were  built  by 
William  Kulp. 

ONE  THOUSAND  ACRES. 

Reference  has  several  times 
been  made  in  these  sketches  to 
a tract  of  one  thousand  acres  of 
land,  which  Charles  Reed,  high 
sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  sold  as  the  proper- 
ty of  Joseph  Jones,  to  Caspar 
Wistar,  brass  button-maker  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
John  Johnson,  of  Salford,  on  the 
3rd  dav  of  June,  1730.  But 
on  the  5th  of  November,  of  the 
same  year,  1730,  John  Johnson 
granted  a rnoietv  and  all  his 
part  and  interest  therein  to  the 
said  Caspar  Wistar.  Upon  a re- 
survey’  sometime  alterward,  it 
was  found  that  the  tract  contain- 
ed 1073  acres,  ov  seventy- three 
acres  more  than  had  h(‘en  sold, 
which  extra  nuinhei-  of  acj'es 
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were  then  paid  tor  aciditionall y. 
By  a draft  made  of  this  tract 
some  years  later,  after  it  was 
sold  out  in  smaller  poi’tions  or 
parcels,  it  appears  that  the  sum 
of  all  the  acres  really  contained 
in  the  tract  amounted  to  1171 
acres  and  twenty  perches.  We 
will  now  try  to  give  some  de- 
scription of  the  l)Ounds  thereof, 
and  the  divisions,  or  })ortions 
tliereof,  and  the  individuals  who 
purchased  them,  Iieiiinning  on 
the  line  of  Towamencin  town- 
ship, in  the  North  Wales  and 
Sumneytovvm  turnpike,  at  thj 
Skippack  bridge,  at  Mainland, 
we  will  run  north-east  tdong 
the  line  o(  Towamencin,  48-3 
perches  to  the  line  of  Franconia 
township  ; then  north-west 
along  the  line  of  Franconia,  and 
up  into  the  said  township,  387 
perches  to  an  unknown  corner. 
From  there  we  will  go  south- 
west across  the  farm,  at  present 
owned  by  John  Swartz,  by  strik- 
ing a right  line  to  meet  a j-oad 
at  what  was  formerly  the  re>i- 
dence  of  Lewis  flavcock.  fleceas- 


salfukd  township 

ed,  along  said  road  and  across 
a field,  we  cross  the  tinnpike 
some  where  south-east  of  Jacob 
F.  Alderfer’s  lane,  and  go  into 
his  field  yet  forty  or  fifty  per- 
dies  to  an  imaginary  corner,  the 
whole  distance  of  300  perches  ; 
from  this  corner  we  will  strike 
a line  over  the  fields  south-east 
through  Godshaik  Del  p’s  house 
and  barn  and  then  along  the 
middle  of  the  turnpike  trom 
there  on  down  to  the  place  ot 
beginning,  a distance  of  387 
perches,  and  signify  tliat  this 
was  the  thousand-acre  tract  pur- 
chased by  Caspar  Wistar,  in 
1730. 

On  the  Towamencin  side  from 
the  present  turnpike  over  to  the 
Hatfield  line,  and  down  to  the 
Forty-loot  Load,  1000  a(;res 
had  been  [inrchased  by  Abraham 
Tennis  and  J.in  Lucken  in  June 
1703,  and  was  divided  by  them 
into  two  tracts  in  1709,  each 
receiving  300  acres.  Tlie  Ten- 
nis family  has  l)c<‘()rne  extinct 
in  tliis  vicinity,  but  the  Lukens 
family  is  still  repi-oented  on 
this  land. 
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Wlii^e  other  parts  of  Lower 
Salfonl  were  fast  settling  up, 
this  portion  of  it,  appears  to 
have  been,  for  some  time,  en- 
tirely unoccupied,  unless  per- 
haps by  Squatters  along  the 
Skippack.  After  this  great 
tract  was  purchased  there  were 
yet  two  srnfl  parcels  of  vacant 
land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
great  road,  though  the  road  was 
not  laid  out  then  yet.  One  strip 
was  eleven  pei'ches  wide  and 
sixty-four  in  length,  cont.iining 
four  acres  and  sixty* four  percli- 
es  of  land  e.xtended  along  the 
North  Wales  road  between  the 
line  of  Towaniencin  and  the  road 
above  Mainland.  The  other 
tract  was  thirty-eight  perches 
wide  and  112  long,  extending 
from  the  })ublic  road  behind 
Jonas  Alderfer’s  barn,  up  to  the 
line  l)etweefi  God.'halk  Delp 
and  William  Keyser,  containing 
twenty-six  a.cres  and  ninety-six 
perclies.  Tlie.-e  two  small 
tract'<  were  also  purchased  from 
the  Colonial  government  by  Cas- 
])ar  ^^b;vtar  soon  alter  purchas- 


ing the  ether  large  tract,  and 
were  confirmed  to  him  by  a 
patent  dated  Xovernber  5,  1734. 

Bordering  his  other  great 
tract,  Gabriel  Shuler  purchased 
101  acres  and  143  perches. 
From  the  west  corner  of  Casper 
Wister's  land,  not  far  from-  the 
turnpike,  now  in  the  field  near 
Jacob  F.  Alderfer’s  lane,  down 
to  the  road  above  William  Key- 
serbs  farm,  sixty-eight  and  a 
half  perches,  was  the  width  of 
the  tract  ; then  out  that  road 
north-east  c^-ossing  the  North 
Wales  road,  the  line  extended 
238  perches  to  a corner ; then 
north-west  sixty-eight  and  a half 
perches  to  a corner  near  what 
was  recentlj'  the  residence  of 
J^ewis  Haycock  ; then  out  that 
road  south-west  238  perches  to 
the  place  of  beginning.  This 
tract  was  purchased  by  Gabriel 
Shulei*  soon  after  it  came  into 
market  : and  after  the  Shulers 
it  was  owned  in  j)art  by  the 
Aiderfer  family.  By  a draft 
made  by  Cadwalader  Foulke,  ot 
Gwynedd,  in  I82d),  it  ajq)ears 
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that  Isaac,  Jacob  and  Frederick 
Alderfer,  and  Baltzer  Heydrick, 
each  owned  a portion  ot  this 
land.  It  nearly  all  remained  in 
timber  until  within  the  last  half 
century.  Some  parts  of  it  are 
still  owned  by  members  of  the 
Alderfer  family.  Sixty  or  more 
years  ago  people  sometimes  be- 
came lost  in  this  forest.  When 
I was  young  I occasionally  heard 
people  relate  sucli  adventures 
which  occurred  in  their  time. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the 
Schwenkfelders  who  arrived  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1734  and  1735, 
that  this  tract  of  land  did  not 
get  into  market  sooner,  for  a 
large  portion  of  it  was  purchas- 
ed by  members  of  that  society. 

FREDERICK  GETZ. 

From  the  place  of  beginning 
in  the  North  Wales  road  at  the 
Skippack  bridge,  on  the  line  of 
Towamencin,  Caspar  Wistar’s 
men  chained  off,  on  the  town- 
ship line,  north-east  eighty-five, 
perches  to  a stake : then  run- 
ning a line  at  J*ight  angles  and 
parallel  to  the  great  road,  all  the 


way  up  to  Gabriel  Shuler’s 
tract,  318  perches  to  the  line 
running  north-east  from  the 
corner  in  the  road  above  William 
Keysers.  and  eighty-five  perch- 
es from  the  said  corner,  they 
measured  down  on'  either  side 
’100  perches  and  drew  a line 
across  near  the  residence  of 
Isaac  Delp,  which  made  a tract 
of  fift\’-one  acres  and  140  per- 
ches, in  the  upper  portion,  and 
115  acres  and  130  perches  in 
the  lower  part.  This  lower 
tract  was  218  perches  in  length 
along  the  great  road  and  eight  v- 
fivc  perches  wide,  and  this  with 
the  four  acres  and  sixty’-four 
perches  on  the  other  side  of  the 
great  road,  contained  120  acres 
and  thirty-four  perches.  Part 
of  this  tract  was  so'd  by  Caspar 
Wistar  and  Catharine,  his  wile, 
to  Frederick  Getz,  and  a con- 
veyance was  granted  June  20, 
1748.  The  other  or  upper  part, 
containing  al)ont  thirty-five 
acres,  was  purchasi*d  by  Abra- 
ham and  Joseph  Lukens.  The 
greater  j)art  of  these  two  parts 
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are  now  o\vned  by  Jacob  X. 
Clemens.  At  that  time  the 
fVirm  on  the  north-east,  now  be- 
lon«i;ini>:  to  Jacob  U.  Detweiler, 
was  owned  b^'  Christi>pher 
Heebner.  The  land  on  the 
Towainencin  side  belonged  to 
John  Liikens.  and  on  the  south- 
west side  it  belonged  to  ‘ (/et- 
shellick  Getshellick’' — God- 
shalk  Godshaik,  and  to  Christian 
Stauffer.  How  long  Frederick 
Getz  lived  here  1 (*an  not  say, 
but  apparently  it  vvas  about  for- 
ty \ears.  He  made  his  last  will 
and  testament  in  widting  dated 
Mardi  I'L  1760,  and  therein 
devised  all  his  land  to  his  sou 
Bernard  Getz.  There  were 
three  children,  namely  : Ber- 
nard, Jacobina  andJ(jhn.  There 
appears  either  to  have  been  some 
dissatisfaction  about  the  wilkoi* 
else  it  took  Bernard  several 
years  to  make  satisfaction  tor 
the  farm  to  the  other  two  heirs. 
Jar‘o!)ina  Ikxsert.  wid.ow  and 
daiiahtei',  released  hor 
br.otlier  Bernard  ( Jetz  on  L)e<*em- 
ber  18.  177*.).  John  Getz,  an 


only  brother,  signed  his  release 
May  22,  1781.  Frederick  and 
Jolin  Getz,  both  were  identified 
with  the  church  in  Goshenhop- 
pen. 

The  first  house  that  stood  on 
Jonas  X.  Alderfer’s  farm,  was 
built  by  Christian  Stauffer,  who 
lived  thei’e  some  years ; but 
after  his  demise  his  executors 
sold  the  tarm  to  Peter  Boor.^e, 
December  26,  1782.  But  as 
meadow  land  was  an  essential 
feature  of  a farm  in  those  days 
it  was  considered  a pool*  farm 
when  it  had  no  meadow.  Con- 
sequent I v to  improve  his  farm 
Peter  Boofse  purchased  of  Ber- 
nard Getz  and  Eve,  his  wife, 
twenty-five  acres  and  113  per- 
ches ot  land  on  the  north-east 
side  of  the  road  which  was  turn- 
ed into  meadow.  Their  con- 
veyance is  dated  March  10, 
1783,  and  is  witnessed  by  Gar- 
ivt  Godsnalk,  Samuel  De!p  atri 
Ludwig  Benner,  before  Mi(drvi 
Croll.  Esq.  At  the  same  time, 
before  the  same  witnesses  and 
the*’sam(?  justice  of  the  peace. 
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Bernard  Getz  and  Eve,  his  wife, 
conveyed  the  remaining  })art  of 
their  farm  containing  yet  eighty 
acres  and  135  perches  ol  land 
to  Leonard  fleiidricks.  From 
adraft  made  by  Flenry  Schweitz- 
er, conveyancer,  it  appears  that 
Garret  Godslialk  then  owned 
the  land  on  the  Towamencin 
side  of  this  farm  : the  same  land 
is  now  owned  by  Charles  Wam- 
boid.  Gods  balk  also  owned  the 
tarm  now  belonging  to  James 
Mai’kley. 

Leonard  Hendricks  owned  his 
farmtwenty-nineyears,  and  then 
conveyed  it  to  his  son,  Jacob, 
May  3,  1812.  Jacob  Hendricks 
owned  this  farm  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1829,  being  the  owner  thereof 
only  seventeen  years.  He  was 
not  an  old  man  when  he  died. 
He  had  been  married  to  Isabella 
Boorse  and  left  tour  children  to 
mourn  his  early  departure. 
The  children  were  John  B. 
Jacob,  Jr.,  Susanna,  first  wife  of 
Peter  Hendricks,  and  Samuel 
B.  After  the  death  of  Jacob 


Hendricks  this  farm  was  ap- 
praised by  an  order  of  Orphans’ 
court,  and  was  confirmed  to  his 
eldest  son,  John  B.  Hendricks, 
by  the  said  court,  November 
17,  1729.  He  lived  there  until 
1853,  when  he  -sold  the  farm 
\rith  improvements  to  Abraham 
Nice  who  owned  this  property 
and  lived  there  thirty-one  years. 
The  latter  then  sold  it  to  Jacob 
N.  Clemens,  the  present  owner, 
in  1884. 

John  B.  Hendricks  and  hi'^ 
family,  Jacob  Hendricks,  Jr., 
and  Samuel  B Ilendidcks,  emi- 
grated to  Sterling,  Whiteside 
county,  Illinois,  between  the 
years  1853  and  1858.  They 
did  not  all  go  at  the  same  time. 
A few  years  after  John  B.  Hen- 
dricks lived  out  there  he  died. 
His  children  were  Leonard, 
Rachel,  first  wile  of  John 
Moyer;  E[)hraim,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Rosonberger;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  David  Moyer  ; 
Sal/dla,  wife  ol  Samuel  Gerhart : 
John  I).,  who  came  back  to  Low- 
er Salford  and  purchased  the  old 
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Heckler  mill,  fi*om  Jacob  Zepp 
in  1875,  which  is  now  the  Wil- 
low Dale  Creamery,  and  his 
brother  Samuel  D.  I mention 
these  things  that  they  may  not 
be  forgotten.  Jacob  Hendricks 
also  had  some  children  but  they 
all  died  young  before  they  mov- 
ed to  Illinois,  and  afterward 
they  had  yet  one,  a daughter. 
His  wife  was  a sister  to  Solomon 
Snyder,  of  Kulpsville.  Samuel 
B.  Hendricks  was  married  to  a 
daughter  ot  Abraham  Hallman, 
ot  Towamencin,  and  sister  to 
Abraham  T.  Hallman,  ot  Lower 
Salford.  Susanna,  first  wife  ot 
Peter  Hendricks,  died  leaving 
an  only  son,  Nathan,  who  died 
several  years  ago. 

JACOB  ARN'DT. 

The  farms  now  belonging  to 
Godshall  Delp,  Isaac  Delp  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  farm  be- 
longing to  Wiliiam  Kevser  at 
first  were  all  in  one  tract,  rep- 
resented as  containing  seventy- 
eight  acres  when  it  was  [lur- 
chased  by  Jacob  Arndt  soon 
after  it  came  into  market.  The 


old  conveyances  appear  to  be 
lost  and  we  can  therefore  not 
give  the  date  of  the  first  pur- 
chase nor  of  the  second,  but  we 
can  tell  by  conveyances  of  ad- 
jacent tracts  that  it  was  pur- 
chased by  Jacob  Arndt  about 
the  year  1734,  though  his  name 
is  not  in  the  tax  list  ot  that 
year,  but  that  is  no  evidence  to 
the  contrary,  for  there  was  none 
of  that  land  belonging  to  Casper 
Wistar’s  thousand  acres  taxed 
then  yet,  unless  he  was  taxed 
for  it.  Neither  can  we  say  how 
long  Jacob  Arndt  owned  this 
property,  but  we  see  by  a draft 
that  fifty-one  acres  and  140 
perches  were  on  the  east  side  of 
the  line,  and  twenty-six  acres 
and  ninety-six  perciies  were  (jn 
the  west  side  separately  extend- 
ing do  w n t o t h e road  be h i n d tlo n as 
Alderfer’s  barn.  Mr.  J.  D. 
8'ouder,  in  his  “History  of 
Franconia  Township,’’  tells  us 
that  Jacob  Arndt  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Indian 
Creek  llefornied  church,  in 
1753.  To  whom  or  when  he 
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sold  thi  vS  farm  we  can  not  say, 
since  his  conveyance  is  lost. 
This  pro|)erty  then  came  into 
the  hancis  of  Philip  Stone',  who 
lived  wile  re  Abraham  B.  Al- 
derfer  now  ii\  Gs  ; but  how  long 
he  owned  it  I can  not  say  for 
the  deed  or  conveyance  is  lost. 
He  and  his  wife,  Barljara.  sold 
the  same  property  to  their  son, 
Henry,  January  2S,  1795  'i’he 
latter  was  a tanner  by  trade, 
and  he  undoubtedly  built  the 
tannery  which  was  there.  He 
owned  this  property  twenty- 
one  years,  wlien  he  and  his 
wife,  M.irv,  conveved  the  farm 
and  tannery  to  JtJin  Snvder,  of 
Gwynedd,  April  0,  1816.  Then 
John  Snvder  and  his  wife,  Bar- 
bara, sold  to  Jacob  Stong.  June 
8.  1816,  the  tannery  wdth  a'l 
the  buildings  belonging  to  it,  and 
seven  acres  of  land — i.  e.  the 
buildings  belonging  to  the  tan- 
nery. John  Snyder  afterward 
kept  a liotel  there  until  18oo. 
hi  1884  he  and  ids  wile  made 
an  a.-signrnent  to  Hem-y  Snyder, 
of  Gwynedd,  and  Jacob  Ol.ier- 


holtzer,  of  Hatfield,  for  tlie  ben- 
efit of  the  creditors.  Those  as- 
signees sold  the  messuage  and 
sixty  acres  and  twenty-eight 
perches  of  land  at  public  sale  to 
Benjamin  Alderfer,  of  Lowei- 
Salford,  and  gave  -a  con\'e\  ance 
therefer  dated  A{>rii  4.  1835.- 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  J(jhn 
Snyder  lived  there  nineteen 
years,  and  it  will  also  be  seen 
that  his  hotel  busiii*  ss  did  not 
pay  very  largely.  It  w’as  prob- 
af)ly  the  fir.^t  year  that  Snvder 
lived  here,  or  perhaps  before 
he  wjis  here,  that  a man  bv 
na>ne  of  Huinel  was  killed  while 
digging  a wed  at  this  place,  by 
the  tardy  or  untimely  explosion 
of  a blast  in  the  well.  Ben- 
jamin Alderfer  lived  there  be- 
tween three  and  four  years,  for 
on  August  11,  1888.  as  lie  was 
standing  under  a tree  near  his 
door  he  was  killed  by  lightning. 
His  father.  Jacob  AMerfer.  and 
his  widow,  Eliza f>erh,  aftm-ward 
took  or.t  Ic'tter.s  uf  ad  nun  is t ra- 
ti'>n  an  1 <o\d  the  tarm  slid  on- 
taining  sixty  acres  and  t wen  tv- 
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eight  perches  to  Henry  God- 
slicilk.  Their  conveyance  bears 
(late  Api'il  2,  1839.  He  lived 
tliere  eight  years  when  his  wite 
died,  and  he  sold  his  farm  to 
Jacob  H.  Alderfer,  May  20, 
1847.  The  latter  sold  off  about 
five  acres  to  Paul  Barndt  at 
.•^ome  time  during  those  nine- 
teen years  tint  he  owned  it, 
but  then  he  and  his  wife  sold 
this  property  still  containing 
fitty-tive  acres  and  104  perches 
to  Godshalk  Help,  the  present 
owner,  April  9,  1866.  That 
brick  house- which  is  there  now 
was  built  by  Jacob  H.  Alder- 
ler,  but  the  barn  was  built  by 
the  present  owner. 

Snyder’s  ."chool  house  as  it 
was  called  is  represented  as  hav- 
ing been  built  in  the  be;.inning 
of  this  ccntuiyv,  ab(3ut  the  }ear 
1806.  It  >to()d  where  M'ihiam 
Keyser’s  house  now  stands. 
We  are  inlornied  that  about  the 
year  1820  ihe  schoi.4  therein 
was  taunht  by  Abiiah  Miller, 
an  old  time  s(‘hool  mastei*.  who 
was  a desci'iidant  of  a.  Ghiakei* 
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family.  He  was  an  old  bachelor 
and  taught  school  many’  years. 
About  the  middle  and  forepart 
of  this  century  there  was  onj 
Enoch  Miller  also  an  old  bach- 
e’or  at  that  time  who  had  been 
a school  master  m;my  years.  I 
can  not  say  by  whom  this  school 
house  had  been  built,  but  can 
say  that  it  was  turned  into  a 
dwelling  at  some  time  and  an 
addition  was  built  to  it.  Therj 
were  six  or  perhaps  eight  acres 
of  land  laid  off  to  it  from 
Snyder’s  farm  after  the  house 
ceased  to  be  used  for  a school 
house,  which  apparently  miv 
have  been  about  the  year  1830, 
or  perhaps  earlier.  It  is  re- 
membered that  it  was  occupied 
by  Andrew  Kreamer,  an  old 
bache’or,  who  had  been  a so’dier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  later 
years  was  a captain  among  th.e 
militia-  About  the  ymar  1840 
there  was  a blacksmith  sliop 
there,  but  a few  years  later  the 
sho[^  was  iiioved  over  to  wdiere 
Mary  Alderter’s  barn  now 
.stands  The  lot  was  owned  bv 
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Jacob  Aideiler,  it'  I luistake  nut, 
and  some  years  later  belonged 
to  James  Bustard  who  built  a 
new  barn  there,  and  he  after- 
ward sold  it  to  his  son-in-law, 
William  Keyser,  the  present 
owner,  who  built  that  house 
there  and  added  quite  a number 
of  acres  thereto. 

The  tanyard  embraced  a 
number  of  buildings,  vats,  pits, 
pumps  and  so  forth,  which  oc- 
cupied considerable  space  and 
was  located  on  the  west  side  ot  the 
road  opposite  to  Isaac  Del  p’s 
house,  but  there  was  no  resi- 
dence there  when  it  was  pur- 
chased by  Jacob  Stong  in  1816  ; 
consequently  we  conclude  that 
he  put  the  first  house  there  in 
that  year.  He  owned  this  lot 
and  tanyard  only  four  years, 
and  then  sold  it  to  Philip  Zieb- 
er,  ot  Whitemarsh,  a tanner 
bj"  trade,  March  2,  1820.  He 
owned  this  tannery  and  seven 
acres  of  land  thirteen  vears  and 
then  conveyed  it  to  Isaac 
Schneider  in  April,  1866.  Tlie 
latter  purchased  yet  two  ad- 


ditional acres  and  e'even  perches 
o f 1 and  f ro  m J aco b K u 1 p and  w i fe , 
E izabeth,  of  Hat  held,  March  16, 
1837.  Mr.  Kulp  had  bought 
the  same  from  John  Snyder 
and  wife,  April  16,  1816.  Isaac 
Schneider  owned  This  tannery 
nineteen  years,  but  on  Febru- 
ary 12,  1852,  he  granted 

the  same  messuage,  tan- 
nery, buildings  and  improve- 
ments, and  nine  acres  and 
eleven  perches  of  hind  to  Abra- 
ham Barndt,  of  Upper  Salford, 
who  put  his  son,  Paul  Barndt, 
on  the  premises  to  run  the  tan- 
nery and  U)  cultivate  the  land. 
Four  y^ars  later,  April  13, 
1856,  the  parents  conveyed 
this  same  property  to  their  son. 
Paul  Barndt  then  owned  the 
same  nineteen  years,  but  in  the 
meantime  as  tlie  tanning  busi- 
ness became  pour,  took  awav 
the  tan\  ard  and  went  to  farm- 
ing and  increased  liis  acres  un- 
til A]n*il  10,  1875,  when  he  and 
his  wife  conveyed  this  firm  con- 
taining t wentv  acres  and  tw  enty 
])erches  of  land  to  Isaac  De!j>. 
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of  Lower  Salford,  the  pre.sent 
owner. 

MAINLAND. 

When  and  by  whom  the  first 
house  in  Mainland  was  built  is 
involved  in  uncertainly.  We 
liave  nothing  certain  until  1 783, 
when  we  find  the  lot  with  build- 
ings represented  as  containing 
twelve  acres  and  lOG  perches  of 
land,  belonging  to  John  King 
but  more  recent  surveys  show 
that  it  must  have  contained  about 
fifteen  acres.  The  land  was  cut 
out  of  the  farm  of  Bernard  Getz. 
In  the  tax  list(J'  Lowe  r Salford, 
in  17TG,  we  find  that  a man  by 
name  of  \bi'entine  Ihiake  (or 
Hagey)  li^’cd  somewhere  in  this 
vicinity,  on  rent,  and  had  noth- 
ing taxable  exc(‘pting  one  cow  ; 
and  since  I do  not  know  wliere 
else  he  might  Iiave  lived  I am 
inclined  to  believe  that  he  lived 
liere  ; that  the  first  house  was 
built  by  Bernard  Getz  and  not 
by  John  King  as  had  ia'cn  snp- 
[)osed.  The  latter  ke[)t  a |»uh- 
lic  house  here,  but  the  accom- 
modations were toosmall  forcaai- 
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venience.  King  apparently  did 
not  live  here  long,  for  we  find 
that  before  1788  he  had  sold  his 
tavern  to  George  Trumbore, 
who  is  yet  remembered  by  a few 
very  old  people.  He  lived  here 
some  twenty  odd  years  and  died 
here  shortly  before  1812;  but 
his  widow  and  children  then 
run  the  tavern  yet  about  two 
years  until  the  widow  was  dead 
also.  We  must  remember  that 
the  first  public  hou^e,  we  could 
not  call  it  a hotel,  was  kept 
over  at  Stauffer’s,  now  Isaac  D. 
Alderfer’s  place,  that  a private 
road  went  by  there  crossing  the 
Skippack  below  the  mill,  thus 
avoiding  these  steep  hills,  as 
they  then  were,  on  both  sides  of 
this  village.  This  property  was 
afterwards  |)urchased  by  Jonas 
Boorse,  who  owned  it  about  for- 
ty  years.  On  Aj)ril  1.  1816, 
Mr.  B(joi'se  purchased  eighteen 
acres  and  seventy-two  perches 
of  land  from  Henry  Nice  and 
wif‘,  located  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Skip[Mck,  in  Towamen- 
cin.  to  his  lot.  He  attenvard 
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purcha>ecl  yet  two  other  addi- 
tional tracts — one  from  his 
tather-in-law,  Godshaik  God- 
shalk,  March  28,  1825;  the 
other  from  the  estate  of  his 
l*ather-in-law  which  was  grant- 
ed unto,  him  by  George  Delp 
and  wife,  Susanna  ; Jacob  Fry 
and  wife,  Mary  ; John  Clemens 
and  wife,  Ann;  Jacob  Alderfer 
and  wife,  Catharine  ; Gai'ret 
Godshalk  and  wife,  Ann  ; Peter 
Godshalk  and  wife,  Lcjvina ; 
John  God^halk  and  wile,  Ann  ; 
Jonas  C.  Godshalk  and  his  wife, 
Catharine,  and  Henry  Godshalk, 
April  4,  18JG.  Jonas  Boorse 
kept  the  tavern  and  a small 
store  all  in  the  same  building 
for  many  years,  but  in  1849  he 
built  a storehouse  separately  on 
the  other  side  of  the  road,  now 
the  residence  of  Samuel  Keeb- 
ner.  There  was  a row  ot  double 
sheds  there  for  tlie  accommoda- 
tion of  horses  with  a passage  or 
entry  thiough  the  uii«.ldle  and  a 
door  at  each  g;dde  eml.  it  ex- 
tended a'ong  the  pike  an<l  the 
upper  end  came  up  so  far  as  to 


the  well  in  front  of  Isaiah  Heck- 
ler’s house.  Then  there  were 
doors  on  each  side  of  the  sheds 
to  the  stables  for  the  horses,  and 
as  the  building  was  cJjout  thirty 
feet  wide  thei’e  was  some  room 
overhead.  IVooden  step<  out- 
side at  the  upper  end  near  the 
])ump  led  to  a room  on  the  loft 
which  was  used  as  a ware-house, 
and  such  things  as  crockery  and 
wooden  ware  weie  ke})t  there. 
There  wnis  considerrd)le  open 
s])ace  for  the  accommodation  of 
teams  on  the  other  side  ot  the 
sheds.  An(Rher  long  row  of 
sheds  with  doors  only  on  one 
side  toward  the  rising  sun  ex- 
tended back  from  where  the 
store  house  m>w  stands  to  Mr. 
Heckler’s  bani-yard.  Xeai*  the 
upper  end  of  the  sheds,  about 
the  uppei-  end  of  the  store,  there 
then  stood  a suiall  building  in 
which  Keuben  G.  Boorse  taught 
school  in  1848-89.  Perhaps 
he  taught  there  .dready  ]>rior  to 
tills  (hre.  H(‘  was  a good  tcadi- 
er  for  tlio><'  rimes,  and  was 
hig'hly  respectiMl.  In  the  spiang 
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of  the  year  1843,  he  suddenly 
disappeared.  It  was  suspected 
that  he  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  notorious  Ellingers,  \\ho 
lived  on  the  Perkioinen,  and 
was  robbed  and  murdered  by 
them,  but  no  evidence  to  sub- 
stantiate this  suspicion  was  ever 
obtained.  Boisterous  rumors 
were  atioat  ovei'  the  country  lor 
a lon^  time,  but  no  evi  lence  to 
any  effect  in  regard  to  his  dis- 
appearance ever  came  to  the 
light. 

The  hotel  is  nearly  tlie  same 
as  it  was  til  tv  years  age^  when 
there  was  much  business  done 
lie  re,  when  long  strings  of 
heavy  teams  drawn  by  four, 
and  sometimes  by  six  horses  or 
mules  conveyed  the  produce  of 
the  upper  distiacts,  and  of  Berks 
and  Lehigh  counties,  over  this 
road  to  market  in  Philadelphia, 
An  account  of  the  business 
done  on  this  road  has  already 
been  given  in  the  ‘-History  of 
Harleysville,”  and  I ma}'  yet 
add  that  some  benefit  of  the 
business  was  also  reaped  at  this 


tavern.  The  old  sign  post 
stood  nearer  to  the  pump  than 
the  one  there  now.  The  sign 
was  a little  longer  than  wide 
with  a white  horse  painted  on, 
hung  in  a frame,  suspended  on 
hooks  or  hinges,  swinging  to 
and  Iro  and  .-cnaicldng  in  the 
wind  This  li  s bemi  ; ace 
of  some  busim‘:->  ;\  or 

loo  year.-,  .itid  a.-  the  \e.trs 
roll  away  it  wiL  increase  more 
and  more. 

It  is  probable  that  in  some 
not  very  distant  day  some  mil- 
lionaire may  build  his  country 
seat  on  the  high  lands  of  the 
Skippack  overlooking  the  Pleas- 
ant A'alley.  There  is  no  telling 
what  the  futuie  mav  brimr 
forth.  As  already  stated,  part 
of  the  dwelling  belonging  to 
Samuel  Heebner  was  built  for 
a store  house  in  1849.  The 
house  owned  by  Isaiah  Heckler 
was  built  by  Jonas  C.  Godshall 
in  1855,  and  little  did  any  one 
think,  at  that  time,  that  .so  soon 
there  would  be  a village  tlnu’e. 
It  received  the  name  of  Main- 
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land  from  Daniel  Hackman 
about  the  year  1873,  while  he 
kept  the  store  there.  He  died 
ttiere  in  1875.  Previous  to  his 
residence  here  this  place  bore 
the  euphonious  appellation  of 
Mount  Vernon.  The  valley  of 
the  Skippack  along,  tliere  down 
to  the  mill  has  long  been  known 
as  Pleasant  ^h^lIey.  The  post 
office  in  Mainland  was  obtained 
by  Janies  A.  Harley,  and  was 
opened  by  him  November  2G, 
1877,  while  keeping  the  store 
there. 

The  bridge  over  the  Skip- 
pack  at  this  place  was  buiJ  in 
1843.  It  was  a big  work  and 
took  a long  time.  The  stones 
lor  this  structure  w'ere  nearly 
all  quarried  up  near  the  Little 
Branch,  in  Herman  Fogel’s 
field.  At  that  time  there  was 
much  business  at  the  tavern  ; 
the  sheds  were  still  standing 
there,  and  the  old  barn  stood 
where  the  new  one  now  stands. 
Fartli(^ru[)  road  whert^  Amos 
Bichards  and  Samuel  Kepler 
now  live  was  the  residence  of 
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Molly  Krupp,  who  lived  there 
many  years,  but  who  she  was 
I can  not  say. 

The  North  Wales  and  Surn- 
neytown  turnpike  was  finished 
in  1818,  and  the  gates  were 
hung  in  the  autumn  of  that  year. 

The  next  spring,  early  in 
1849,  Jonas  Boorse  built  that 
storehouse,  now  the  residence 
of  Samuel  Heebner,  and  moved 
his  store  into  that.  Put  the 
next  spring,  being  1850,  he  sold 
out  his  store  and  huckster  bus- 
iness to  two  young  men  named 
David  Moyer  and  Samuel  Ger- 
hart, both  from  Hilltown,  Bucks 
county.  Moj'er  took  the  store 
in  hand  and  Gerhart  attended 
to  the  huckster  liusiness.  These 
young  men  both  married  John 
Hendricks’  daugliters  as  already 
stated.  Moyer,  after  running 
the  store  ai>out  two  rears,  run 
it  into  the  gi'ound,  and  there 
was  no  store  thc*re  from  that 
time  until  after  Daniel  Hack- 
man  had  built  fiis.  store  house 
in  1872. 
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Jonas  C.  Godshalk  purchased 
from  Jonas  Bourse  and  wife, 
F]lizabeth,  the  hotel  stand,  store 
house  and  fifty  acres  and  148 
perches  of  land,  including  sheds 
and  all  his  real  estate  in  Lower 
Salford  and  Towamencin,  April 
2,  1855.  He  then  divided  this 
property  into  three  principal 
parts,  two  of  wliicli  he  sold  and 
kept  one  containing  eighteen 
acres  and  fifty -fve  perches  for 
hi  ruse’ f.  The  hotel  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  now 
belonging  to  it  he  sold  to  Abra- 
ham Shell,  of  Upper  Hanover, 
and  tlie  lot  containing  the  store- 
house, now  belonging  to  Samuel 
Hecbner,  he  sold  to  Solomon 
Snyder,  who,  some  years  later, 
sold  the  same  to  Mr.  Heebner. 

Jonas  C.  Godshalk,  Esq.,  then 
built  that  hirge  house  on  his  lot 
now  belonging  to  Isaiah  B. 
Heckler,  and  lived  there  untd 
July  25,  1871,  when  he  died, 
l.ettei's  of  adininistration  on  his 
estate  were  granted  to  liis  two 
sons-in-law,  f)r.  Benjamin  K. 
Johnson  and  Peter  B.  Bourse, 


who  sold  the  real  estate  at  pub- 
lic sale  to  Daniel  Hackman,  of 
Franconia,  for  $4,800,  Novem- 
ber 28,  1871,  and  granted.a  con- 
veyance dated  April  6,  1872. 
Mr.  Hackman  then  built  that 
storehouse  and  opened  a store 
there  that  same  year  yet.  He 
run  the  store  about  three  years 
and  died  here  in  1875.  After 
his  death  letters  of  administra- 
tion on  his  estate  were  granted 
to  John  C.  Godshall  and  Isaac 
Godshall,  of  Franconia,  who  sold 
the  real  estate,  containing  the 
messuage,  storehouse,  and  yet 
eleven  acres  and  150  perches  of 
land  at  public  sale,  to  George 
Heckler,  of  Lower  Salford,  for 
§6,950,  November  27,  1875. 
The  dwelling  was  some  time 
afterward  occupied  by  Isaiah 
Heckler,  but  the  messuage  and 
nearly  all  the  land  were  trans- 
ferred to  him  some  time  later. 
The  storehouse  and  lot  of  land 
were  occupied  by  Jacob  B. 
Heckler  and  James  A.  Harley 
as  [)artners  at  lirst,  but  Heck- 
ler soon  retired  and  ILailey  pur- 
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chased  the  property.  He  then 
built  that  dwelling  now  belong- 
ing to  the  store,  and  after  doing 
business  there  over  three  years, 
made  an  assignment  to  George 
D.  Alderfer,  Esrp,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  creditors,  July  14,  1879. 
On  the  following  23d  of  August 
this  property  was  -old  at  pub’ic 
sale  to  Mr.  Harley’s  father-in- 
law,  John  Landes, of Perkioinen. 
His  .^on,  Benjamin  F Landes, 
then  leasing  the  property  for 
three  years,  took  the  store  in 
hand  and  did  a fair  business,  as 
Harley  also  had  done  before 
him,  until  the  arOumn  of  1882, 
when  his  father  sold  him  out 
by  the  sheriff,  the  like  of  which 
had  not  been  heai'd  of  before. 
Mr.  Landes  then  put  his  son, 
John  B.  Landes,  into  the  store 
who  did  business  for  his  father 
about  two  months,  when  Mr. 
►^'chlosser,  the  present  owner, 
came  to  his  relief,  leased  the 
store  property  for  three  years, 
but  soon  afterward  made  it  his 
own  by  purchase.  Mr.  Schlos- 
ser  is  a whole  souled  business 


man  and  knows  how  to  draw 
custom  ; the  amount  of  his  busi- 
ness was  not  equalled  by  any 
one  before  him.  We  are  also 
indebted  to  him  for  obtaining 
for  us  valuable  information  re- 
lating to  the  hotel  property  at 
this  phice  now  belonging  to 
Samuel  Delp. 

The  conveyances  belonging 
to  this  property  are  lost,  and  it 
would  be  hard  to  say  who  was 
the  owner  thereof  without  a 
glance  at  the  conveyances,  but 
if  memory  is  worth  anything, 
we  can  say  that  Abraham  Shell, 
who  purchased  the  premises 
from  Jonas  C.  God^^hall,  came 
there  early  in  the  spring  of 
1850.  He  lived  here  nearly 
four  years  and  died  here  in 
1859.  The  next  year  the 
place  was  occupied  by  Cop- 
lin  Kepler,  but  only  one  year, 
when  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
Jesse  Sclilotterer,  in  1871.  He 
occupied  the  premises  four 
years,  or  until  1865,  when 
Nathan  Gery  came  here  and 
occupied  the  place  one  year: 


sketchp:s  of  lower  ^ 

iin.\  after  him  Jesse  Scliiotterer 
lived  here  yet  two  years,  or 
until  18G8.  and  Anthony  Seipt, 
president  of  the  Perkiomen  rail 
road,  was  [)robably  the  lawful 
owner  thereof.  But  the  [proper- 
ty was  then  purchased  by 
William  Hunsicker,  \\  ho  occu- 
[)ied  this  stand  al)out  fifteen 
years,  or  until  1883.  It  then 
came  into  the  hands  of  Jacob 
Kru[)[),  who  lived  there  one 
year,  and  after  him  John  Kuhn 
occupied  the  place  one  year, 
when  it  was  purchased  by 
Samuel  Delp,  the  present  owner 
and  proprietor,  in  1885.  There 
is  a large  hail  connected  with 
the  hotel  for  meetings  or  gather- 
iniisofanv  kind.  Tlie  vilkme 
<ajiitains  twelve  dwellings. 

Besides  the  hotel  and  the 
store.  Mainland  may  be  said  to 
1)6  noted  for  its  butchers  and 
the  amount  ot  c.)tt'e  and  hogs 
slaughtered  iiere  eveiw  year. 
Francis  W’acl;  d(x-s  an  oxttii.sive 
bu."iue>s  in  Mi[)[)lying  the  coun- 
try [)Co[)h^  with  meat  and  sau- 
sages. a.nd  James  Brunner  als(^ 
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follows  the  same  business. 
There  is  a blacksmith  shop  here 
where  Mr.  Overholtzer  makes 
the  anvil  ring ; a shoemaker 
shop  whei'e  Amos  Richards  ap- 
plies tile  awl  and  last,  and  a 
tailor  shop  where  x^rnold  Becker 
makes  <>ent! emeu’s  clothinu'.  _ 
HENRV  SLING  LCFF. 

The  ancestor  of  the  Slinglutf 
family  arrived  in  Pennsylvania 
in  the  shi[)  Mortonhouse  in 
compaiyy  with  Jacob  ReifF  and 
others  on  his  return  trom  a visit 
to  his  lather  land,  August  19, 
1729.  A t e w y ea r s 1 at e r PI e n ry 
Slingluff  took  possession  of  a 
long  narrow  strip  of  land,  thirty- 
seven  perches  wide  along  the 
line  of  Towamcncin,  and  318 
perches  long,  extending  up  so 
tar  as  the  crossroad  above  Wil- 
liam Keysets,  containing  seven- 
ty-three acres  and  eighty-six 
perches  Plis  conveyance  is 
dated  November  13,  1736.  On 
the  soutii-west  it  was  bounded 
by  lands  of  Fredorick  Oelz  and 
Jacob  Ai’ndt,  on  the  north-east 
by  Hoffman’s  land  aiul  Cas[)ar 


• :;!^.i«,.i  »». ;■  i‘t'';f h!.v« 


“ ^ serf-  ■ ‘r  Tt  ^ w 

. * .-■*“■•  ■“.'  . -V.-r,  ^:&t  4i«1f 


«ev 


•V' 

w 


.H'^lUOXUl^l  tH/:iH 


(twOlii'  UKrtliJ  l'n»tw  >:ull  lH»i'l  ^ 

nadJ  i!  ,S881  =fiW  ■io..ft»'97. 


"S  - " ■'  , * ' vt'i’  timll  li  ,8881  »«<fl  w:*'^'"'^'.,. 

;IS5|#fe  SSi^SS^^ 

^^biin  iJbfl  aimL  rflr«//fl*«S‘«>‘  ii<l«^  i*tK>''  . ' w„uyj«>  ' 

Isiiiiiii?. 

fili  //  latiMUJO'-*  tlwri  B 

•ivtlJuji,  -lO  4gHi>97Bi  tul  W>«i^  ai^ 

J . ‘*^rrr^  f’.  *.T  Willi  I 


iwiv  lijaoi?  mo»»‘ s'l'’'**” 

,Ci  .bfliiWarfli'l; 

VtH'jH ri”i5«llt'I*-»7,  ‘in-tkih  kh^tr-! 
ji  1o  (witaafcaiKf  hoi 

-Tj-iiili  ,]>n»iiiixiiil8  wo‘nfi<ili‘>^' 

'rieC 

Dtn*  .#‘»iju  j , ' a(i:tt1iisif’» 

I'“‘'  f Nt«TU 

„M.i  u.u  *Kil 

ia  ^mtva/mK.  eiH  ^ Tiv  anUii  Wm»^^a»•.!* 

%rin^uab/o.ii  «« ' I' 


. ^ - ' 


•11*«:  xi»{>'  ;^’io(iM'i»  <d¥i»it  •<»<  -nw'.Vft  ;"h  i{m  M«ra‘f* 


•;  > „t. 


r ‘As; 
w 


■’■w 

V - , 

l-'lf- 


,ir)'  • 


,.<\dA-. 


37()  SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP 


Wistar^s  other  hind.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  front  of 
this  tract  along  the  Towamencin 
line  was  only  thirty-sevcm  per- 
ches wide.  Part  of  this  land  is 
now  owned  by  Jacob  R.  Det- 
weiler.  After  owning:  this  tract 
four  years  and  living  here  per- 
haps eight  or  nine  years  Henry 
Slingluff  drifted  down  the  Chelt- 
enham township.  He  and  his 
wife,  Christiana,  conveyed  their 
premises  or  farm  to  Chrsitopher 
Heebner,  for  j£86,  November 
5,  1740.  The  original  name 
was  written  in  German  Schling- 
eluf.  lie  was  a deacon  in  the 
Dankard  church,  and  in  1764 
was  on  a committee  to  investi- 
gate and  set  in  order  things  in 
connection  with  Christopher 
Saur,  of  Germantown,  who,  it 
was  claimed,  had  printed  some 
objectionable  matter.  Slingluff 
was  a weaver  by  trade,  and  his 
wife’s  name  was  Anna  Christ- 
iana. When  lie  bought  this  land 
from  Caspar  ^Vistar  he  paid  X6() 
for  it,  then  by  selling  it  for  £86 
he  gained  £20,  which  was  mak- 


ing money  in  those  days.  It  is 
very  probable  that  liouses  had 
been  built  by  squatters  on  these 
lands  along  the  Skippack  betore 
it  was  sold  b\'  the  sheriff*,  or 
during  the  time  it  was  owned 
or  claimt^d  by  Joseph  Jones. 

Christopher  Heebner  owned 
this  farm  eighteen  year.-.  He 
was  a resident  of  Lower  Salford 
when  he  bought  the  farm,  and 
after  owning  it  five  vears  pur- 
chased an  additional  tract  con- 
taining fifty  acres,  from  Abra- 
ham Lukens  and  Joseph  Lukens. 
This  tract  was  sixty-five  per- 
ches wide  and  was  represented 
as  being  124  perches  long,  and 
this  is  certainly  a mistake.  It 
had  been  cut  out  of  Frederick 
Getz’s  land,  extending  from 
Heebner’s  other  land  out  to  “the 
Cowisiopin  road,”  now  the  turn- 
pike, which  was  only  eighty- five 
perches,  and  could  not  have  been 
124  perches,  unless  they  meas- 
ured all  the  way  acro.ss  ids  other 
land,  consequently  it  could  m»r 
have  been  more  than  tliirtv- 
five  acres.  This  tract,  what- 
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ever  number  ot  acres  it  con- 
tained, was  purcimsed  by  Mr. 
Heebner  December  10,  1745. 
On  the  first  of  April,  1758, 
Christoplier  Heebner  and  his 
wife,  Maria,  conveyed  those 
two  adjacent  tracts  of  land  to 
Hans  Getz,  for  £370.  Maria 
Heebner  was  one  of  those  ac- 
complished female  writers  be- 
longing to  the  Schwenk feller 
society,  who  wrote  numerous 
books  in  such  artistic  style  in 
the  German  language  that  they 
look  almost  like  the  German 
print,  and  are  very  much  a^l- 
mired  and  souo;ht  after  bv  an- 
tiquarians.  They  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  1737.  They  wrote 
their  names  in  German,  Hieb- 
ner.  He  was  a poor  writer. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Yeakel. 

Hans  Getz  owned  these  two 
adjacent  tracts  eleven  years, 
and  on  March  25,  1769,  lie  and 
his  wife,  Mary,  conveyed  all  the 
land  and  improvements  to 
Bc'niard  Getz,  fm’  £7iH).  The 
hitter,  at  the  same  time,  owned 
the  adjacent  farm,  now  belong- 
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ing  to  Jacob  N.  Clemens. 
Neither  Hans  Getz  nor  his  wife 
could  write  their  names.  Bern- 
ard Getz  owned  these  two  tracts 
five  years,  and  on  February  9, 
1774,  he  and  his  wife.  Eve, 
conveyed  the  same  land  and 
improvements  to  Jacob  Bossart, 
ot  Marlborough  township,  for 
£600,  losing  £l00  by  the  trans- 
action. Here  she  signed  her 
name  Elizabeth  and  not  Eve  as 
on  the  other  papers.  This  is 
strange.  In  the  assessment  of 
1776  Jacob  Bossart  is  rated  on 
120  acres.  He  lived  here  eight 
years,  and  on  April  4,  1782,  he 
and  Eve,  bis  wife,  conveded  to 
Leonard  Hendricks,  of  Towa- 
mencin,  one  tract  containing 
seventy-three  acres  and  eighty- 
seven  perches  with  improve- 
ments, for  £420.  The  latter 
was  assessed  for  125  acres  in 
Towamencan,  in  1776.  It  ap- 
pears til  at  at  Some  time  after 
1776,  during  the  time  this  land 
was  owned  by  Mr.  Bossart,  he 
sold  to  Bernard  Getz  the  tract 
wliich  had  been  cut  out  of  tiiar 
farm. 
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After  owninu  thL<  farm  one 
year  LeiJiiard  Hendricks  also 
bouglit  the  adjacent  farm  con- 
taining yet  eighty  acres  and 
135  perches  from  Hern  ird  Getz 
and  Eve,  liis  wile.  This  tarm, 
now  owned  by  Jacob  X.  Clem- 
ens, at  first  contained  llifl  acres, 
but  Mr.  Getz  sold  twenty-fi\  e 
acres  to  Peter  Hoorse,  and  about 
fifteen  acres  to  John  King,  in 
his  lot  with  the  Itotel  at  5Iain- 
land.  Leonard  Hendricks  was 
not  a. ‘rich  man,  notwithstand- 
ing the  number  of  acres  he 
owned;  he  gave  ci  mortgage  to 
Peter  He  isle  r,  of  Germantown, 
on  his  last  purchased  farm, 
March  1,  1788.  The  next 

year  he  cut  out  thirteen  acres 
of  his  land  up  alottg  the  south- 
west side  of  wliat  is  now  Geoi’ge 
Heckler’s  woods  and  sold  it  to 
George  Heydrick.  May  22. 
1798.  As  Hendricks  had  yet 
about  twenty  acres  ot  land  on 
the  other  side  of  the  tract  winch 
he  sold,  he  i‘e."e}“ved  a joad 
along  the  west  side  of  it  which 
had  to  be  [)r<»t(.'cted  by  gates  or 
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biirs.  Therefore  both  parties 
were  i)ound  up  stnmgh’  to  .-ee 
that  the  gates  oi*  bars  were  al- 
ways closed  alter  })assing 
througli.  Thirty-three  years 
tho.se  gates  or  bars  had  to  be 
attend  to.  but  the-n  tliis  iiind 
was  bought  back  again.  Leon- 
ard Hendricks  died  in  1825 
He  had  four  clii’dreii — rone  son 
and  three  ila  lighters.  Tlieir 
names  Were  : Jacob,  Margaret, 
wife  ol*  George  Swartz,  of  Puck- 
ingham  tfjwnship,  Pucks  coun- 
ty ; EJizabeth,  wife  of  Michael 
Ruth,  oil  mibei-,  of  Bucks  coun- 
ty, and  Rachel,  wife  of  George 
Help,  of  Towamencin.  After 
the  death  of  their  father,  Jacob 
Hendricks  became  the  ownei*  of 
both  these  farms.  Hut  it  came 
to  pass  that  Jacob  Hendidcks 
died  in  IS  9,  only  four  ^•ears 
after  his  father’s  death.  He 
left  a widow  named  l.^abidla. 
She  lived  to  be  very  old,  and 
died  June  12.  1859.  She  was 
geiH'rall}-  known  as  i)!(i  ••Hid;a” 
Hendricks.  After  the  deatli  of 
Jacob  Hendrick."  the-e  faims 
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were  appraised  hy  an  order  of 
()r[)hans’  court,  and  this  farm 
uMs  confirmed  to  Jacob  Hen- 
dricks, Jr.,  st‘Cond  son  of  Jacob 
Hendricks,  decetu^ed,  by  tlie  s:dd 
court,  i.n  18*21L 

On  the  17th  of  April  IS'dT, 
Halt'/er  Heydrick  and  John  S. 
Bourse,  of  Lower  Salford,  as- 
signees t(»r  Oeorge  Heydrick 
and  wile,  conveyed  to  John  B. 
Hendricks  tliose  thirteen  acres 
of  land  which  had  heen  cut  out 
oftliistarm  twenty-nine  years 
previously,  and  liad  to  be  se- 
sured  by  gates  or  bars.  Four 
\ears  latei*,  April  Id.  1831.. 
John  B.  Hendricks  and  wife. 
Eliza  he  til.  conveyed  those  thir- 
teen acres  to  Jacob  Hendricks, 
thus  liringing  it  back  ae.ain  into 
tlie  farm  where  it  belonged. 
Tfiree  years  later,  on  April  d, 
I831-,  Jacob  Flendricks  convey- 
ed this  firm  ot‘  se\ ent v-th ree 
acres  and  eii:!it\-s(n'en  per<dies 
lo  Leonard  Leip,  nf  Lo\\er  Sal- 
ford, who  had  prtoiousiv  hetm 
living  u[)  in  the  nortli  cornt‘r(»f 
the  township,  near  the  Ind.ian 
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Creek.  He  sold  about  seven 
acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Ski{>pack  creek,  along  the 
line  ot  Towamencin,  to  Amos 
Richards,  wlio  built  the  first 
house  where  Joel  Cassel  now 
lives.  Some  time  since  this 
was  tlie  residence  of  Jacob 
^^^ambold.  After  owning  this 
larm  two  years  Leonard  Help 
and  his  wile,  Elizabeth,  convey- 
ed this  property  to  Henry  Det- 
weiler,  of  Lipper  Providence, 
April  4,  1836.  The  latter  sold 
ten  acres  of  land  at  the  upper 
end  of  his  tract  to  Daniel  Aldcr- 
fer,  March  8,  1841.  Mr.  Dct- 
weiler  owned  this  farm  about 
eighteen  years,  and  in  tlie  mean 
time  added  .<evei*al  small  tracts 
to  it,  and  tlien  .<old  it  to  his  son, 
Jacob,  the  present  owner.  He 
also  built  a new  barn  there,  but 
his  sou,  rlacoi),  built  the  new 
house.  'fhe  old  hoii.^t'  was  ;i 
(rauiH  hiiilding  weathei’  boaided 
and  whitew  ashed . 

c.\.M  c uKo(  XfiS. 

\\T  mu<t  remember  that  this 
i<  historii;  ground  : tliat  this 
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i^round  was  trod  Irr  'W^asliing- 
ton  and  liis  army  alter  their  de- 
feat in  tlie  battle  of  Cermmi- 
town,  October  4,  1777.  It  was 
fiere  they  encamped  nearly  two 
weeks  after  their  retreat.  My 
grandfather,  who  moved  on  tl)e 
adjacent  farm  twenty-three 
3’ears  after  this  event  occurred, 
told  me  when  I was  a boy, 
where  Joel  CassePs  house  now 
sdands  there  then  stood  a large 
walnut  tree,  and  under  that 
tree  a scaffold  was  erected  by 
order  of  W^asliinston  and  his  ot- 
ficers,  and  a desertei*.  as  we  find 
e ! s e w h e r e , w h o se  n a m e w a s J ( > 1)  n 
Farndmi.  was  hmm'  tliere. 
Aliont  one-foiii‘th  of  a mih' 
north-east  tVoin  the  Towameii- 
ein  meeting  house  is  a field 
whiidi  . is  called  the  ('amp 
ground,  but  that  field  is  not 
alone  llu*  ('amp  ground.  At 
that  time  the  laial  w;is  all  <*ov- 
ered  with  timfxa'  from  that  tii*ld 
rill  up  to  tlie  line  of  I.owt'r  Sal- 
ford, and  a jM)iaion  of  the  arniv 
was  (m(‘am[a‘fl  on  the  north- 
west side  o(  th(‘  Skipjpack  cia^ek. 


This  is  historic  ground  : all 
around  the  reminiscences  of 
tlie  past  loom  up  before  ns.' 
One  hundred  and  ten  \'ears  ago 
the  deieated  American  army 
was  encamped  on  these  fields. 
The  battle  ol  Geranantown  had 
been  lbnght  in  the  morning  ~ot 
the  fourth  of  October,  1777, 
I’esulting  disastrously'  to  the 
cause  of  Ameiacan  freedom. 
Defeat  and  retreat  were  the 
resuit  of  that  battle  with  ilie 
loss  of  officers  and  eminent 
men  They  came  up  Irere  to 
the  Skippack  and  brought  their 
dead  with  them.  A marble 
sliat’t  in  the  -‘Silent  city”  shows 
tlreir  place  of  re[)osc.  44ie\’ 
also  brought  tiieir  wounded 
men  u[)  here  and  utili/ed  the 
meeting  hous(‘  for  a hospital. 
Some  peo[)lc‘  took  [>ity  on  thmn 
and  rendmvd  tlumi  all  the  as- 
sistance they  c()iild,  but  some 
were  afraid  ot  tin'  solditu's. 
1’her('  is  a fa^ld  iu.*ai’  by  that  is 
caliod  the  ('amp  ground,  but 
the  ( 'am[)  ground  is  much  larg(*r 
than  that.  Ni>t  onlv  was  the 
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(^‘imp  in  Towamenciii,  i)ut  also 
on  the  fields  of  l.ower  Sallbrd, 
on  the  fiinns  of  Jacob  Bossart 
and  his  neiahla)!-,  Mr.  (let/,  on 
the  fields  north-west  of  the 
Skippack.  Theydi-opped  many 
bullets  on  the  fields  and  lost 
some  of  their  ac(‘oimtrements 
of  war.-  Many  years  these 
people  renieinhercMl  those  tldna's 
and  related  theiti  to  their  chil- 
dren ; the  latter  also  1‘onnd 
bullets  in  the  farrows  and 
wondered  how  they  had  a;ot 
there.  My  grandfather  li\ed 
on  the  farm  adjacent  thereto, 
hut  he  moved  tlieiv  alter  those 
da\s.  ! frmlelighted  lo  tell  his 
gi'andehildren  the  stones  which 
he  had  been  told,  and  he  ke.ew 
that  those  things  had  oeeuri*ed. 
On  the  farm  of  dai'oh  Bossart, 
who  lived  Inn-e  in  those  days, 
iK‘ar  the  lino  of  'rowamencin. 
wher(‘  the  house  ol  Joel  Cassid 
now  stanils,  an  execution  took 
place.  John  l''arndon,  who  had  ' 
s(M-\ed  awhile  in  th('  Ameriean 
arm’s’,  deserted  his  [)ost.  went 
ov(‘r  and  joined  himselt  to  the 
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British.  J>nt  erelong  he  was 
caught  and  condemned  by  a 
council  of  war  on  the  American 
side,  and  here  on  the  gal- 
lows he  paid  the  penalty  for  it. 
He  was  considered  a traitor, 
•and  death  was  his  doom. 

Ov.er  the  tields  to  the  east  in 
Towarnencin,  where  the  house 
of  Jacob  K.  Detweiler  stands, 
was  then  the  hospitable  home 
ot  Fi’cderick  Warnpole,  and 
thei’c  were  the  headpuaiders  of 
the  Head  of  the  Army — •General 
Mhisliington  and  his  secretary, 
110  years  ago.  These  are  his- 
toric fields  and  these  are  historic 
lujines  that  sheltered  those 
bra\'e  men.  To  the  west  in 
Salford,  when*  Stauflers  lived, 
numerous  ullicers  ahod(*  : it  was 
tladr  boarding  placie 

(Jould  we  but  view  tlu*  sccmes 
as  they  were  then,  how  many 
hospital)le  homes  \ve’d  find  with 
sick  and  \vounded  men  ! But 
w('  pass  on  to  relate  of  (leorgc 
Aiuh'rs,  a Scdt wenid’elder,  who 
lived  in  those  days  at  tlu‘  place 
where  Mrs.  lviaip[)  is  now  liv- 


s 


;ri*iJ,i^™«a^^  ;,„  „•-.», t*i 

H>  w«|h«iu»fefi9^  ' ■^*'^^ ...  .,  .,,,  bril  7-wh  •wnl  l»^vtl«i07»  !_,.. ; 

. :su  ■-*'  f ' 

*»  !-5  if.::-  f:  ,'i-s ....... ..wi  .....!•.' 


y 


SKKTrilES  OF  LOWER  SAT. FORD  TOWNSHIP. 


882 

ing,  an  anecdote  related  by 
Abraham  II.  r’assc-!.  .Mr.  An- 
dei’S  had  two  vei'v  fine  hoi*ses. 
and  so  also  had  his  Friend, 
Abraliam  Kriebel.  These  Itorses 
and  their  new  wagon  were  press- 
ed into  service  For  tlie  trans- 
portation oF  goods  For  the  army. 
Anders  felt  such  tender  concern 
for  his  hor.ses,  Fearing  they 
might  not  be  well  treated,  that 
he  hardly  could  let  them  be 
taken  ; he  therelore  offered  his 
son,  xAbraham,  wlio  then  was 
eighteen,  to  go  with  the  liorses, 
to  act  as  their  groom  and  their 
driver,  and  the  offer  ot  course 
was  accepted.  Me  went  and 
he  hauled  I’or  the  army,  and 
gained  the  contidence  of  the 
superior  officer.  Sometimes  he 
was  sent  away  out  with  his 
team  a considerable  distam-v* 
awav.  On  one  occasion,  niore- 
o\ei\  be  tbongbt  he  wonld 
take  advantage  oF  tlieii*  c<>n- 
lldence  and  al  tempted  to 
make  his  eseape  with  tb(‘ 
team.  Not  daring  to  go  home 
tor  Fear  oF  arr<‘<t  he  made  bis 


way  up  toward  Goslieidioppen. 
whei’e  many  of  the  Scbwenk- 
Felders,  lived,  to  his  uncle 
George  Kriebel.  lint  he  was 
pursued  and  overtaken  before 
he  got  there  by  the  snpeian- 
tendent  o'‘ transport,  when,  be- 
hold, he  was  nigh  in  a scrape  : 
hut  Feigning  and  pleading  he 
harl  lost  hi<  way,  iie  became 
bewildered  not  knowing  which 
way  he  was  going,  hv  which  he 
escaped  or  averted  the  pnni.-li- 
ment,  due  and  only  was  ordered 
to  return,  which  lie  did  and  then 
remained  in  their  service  un- 
til the  army  was  gone 
and  he  no  longer  was  needeii. 
He  then  r»*cei\ed  ;ui  iionoi-ahle 
discharLie  and  came  home  with 
the  horses  and  wagon  all  idght. 
The  horses  were  s'eek  and  well 
Fed,  wliich  showed  what  atten- 
tion they  had.  Go  out  on  this 
road.  From  Fd’anconiavillt*  east- 
ward, where  lived  in  those  times 
<me  Johannes  dant/  oi'  rlolm 
Johnson,  a well-to-do  tanner 
and  Iriend  oF  the  Free,  who 
la\'ored  the  (rinse  oF  Aineidcan 
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freedom.  Of  him  is  related,  by 
Abraham  H.  Cassel,  that  he  was 
a notable  man,  a patriot  brave 
and  devoted.  As  the  sick  and 
the  wounded  weie  brought  to 
the  farmers  and  quartere:! 
among  them,  he  opened  his 
house  and  admitted  the  sick  in 
large  numbers,  besides  boarding 
ten  soldiers  of  the  regular  army. 
Mr.  Johnson  and  Fannie,  iiis 
daughter,  assisted  awhile  in  at- 
tending the  sick  who  had  t!ie 
camp  fever,  but  they  also  took 
sick,  and  Mr.  Johnson  soon 
died.  Fannie  suffered  a long 
time  beyond  any  description. 
Under  those  circumstances  their 
house  presented  a real  lazaretto, 
a home  of  affliction  and  suffer- 
ing; the  father  wuis  dead  and 
the  daughter  was  helpless.  In 
these  trying  times  an  alarm 
was  sounded,  though  lalsely, 
“Tlie  British  were  coming,” 
which  spread  consternation 
among  the  inhabitants,  who 
picked  up  iheir  sick  and  tliey 
fled,  with  all  the  doctors  around, 
in  tiic  directi^m  of  Oley  Fan- 
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nie  was  stiff,  her  joints  \vould 
not  bend,  but  others  constructed 
a litter  on  which  they  carried 
her  after  the  doctors  for  medical 
treatment,  from  beyond  Fran- 
coniaville,  up  into  Oley.  She 
suffered  a long  time  but  recov- 
ered against  all  expectations, 
and  many  years  later  she  died 
of  a cancer  in  her  face,  at  her 
home  near  Doylestown.  An- 
other short  incident  I wdll  re- 
late, which  occurred  while  the 
army  was  here.  A party  of 
soldiers  with  wagons  and  horses, 
perhaps  Abraham  xAnders’ 
team,  went  all  the  w^ay  up  to 
the  Butterthal,  in  Berks  county, 
where  some  of  the  Mennonites 
lived,  for  chickens  and  turkevs 
for  themselves,  and  grain  for 
their  horses.  The\'  came  to 
the  house  of  Christian  Moyer 
just  about  noon,  where  there 
was  a wedding,  and  the  table 
was  ready  j)repared  for  the 
guest  wlu»  all  were  ready  to  eat. 
But  this  unwelcome  soldier-pai’- 
ty  then  sat  down  to  eat,  and  ate, 
and  ate  the  things  away.  After- 
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ward  they  went  out  and  cauo-ht 

o 

up  the  chickens,  and  loaded 
their  wagons  therewith  and  with 
grain.  Such  is  the  story  still 
related  by  their  descendants. 

HA-NS  GEORGE  DEEP. 

We  have  already  in  connec- 
tion with  other  sketclies  given 
the  histor}'  of  Hans  George 
Help  and  his  farm  on  the  Skip- 
pack ; as  also  of  George  Heck- 
ler and  his  sons  who  owned  it 
afterward.  We  will,  however, 
go  over  it  once  more  very  brief- 
ly. The  land  now  belongs  to 
Benjamin  Ruth,  George  Heck- 
ler and  Isaac  Rosenberger.  It 
appears  very  probable  that  this 
land  wasoccui)ied  by  a squatter 
who  claimed  some  fight  there, 
or  pretended  he  wanted  to  buy 
it,  before  it  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  Help.  We  find  that  in 
1743  Nicholas  Uplinger  had 
some  kind  of  contract  or  under- 
standing with  Casper  Wister 
for  it,  but  afterwards  failed  to 
do  so.  It  tlierefore  vemained 
for  Hans  George  Help,  who 
came  to  Pennsylvania  in 


1738,  to  become  the  own- 
er thereof.  His.  conveyance 
was  granted  by  Casper  Wister 
and  wife,  November  14,  1746, 
for  146  acres  and  ten  perches  of 
land,  and  the  price  paid  was 
j£94.  The  tract  was  114  per- 
ches wide  along  the  line  of 
Towamencin,  and  205  perches 
long  north-w'estward,  ex- 
tending up  to  the  line  between 
George  Heckler  and  Jacob 
Landes.  The  fii’st  house  stood 
on  the  west  side  of  Benjamin 
Ruth’x  barn.  In  1751  George 
Help  purchased  a farm  contain- 
ing also  146  acres  of  Samuel 
Moyer,  in  Franconia,  which  is 
now  owned  by  Jacob  Frederick 
and  others.  It  appears  that 
soon  after  purchasing  this  farm 
he  removed  to  that  place  and 
left  the  farm  on  the  Skippack 
to  be  occupied  and  operated  by 
Ids  oldest  son,  Samuel.  He 
run  this  farm  in  1776  and  was 
rated  for  IIH  acres  of  land, 
three horsesand  four  cows.  But 
it  appears  tluit  some  time  after- 
ward George  Del})  made  articles 
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of  agreement  between  himseU 
and  his  son,  John,  by  which 
the  latter  was  to  have  this  farm 
for  ^825. 

After  the  death  of  George 
Delp,  his  executors,  George 
Delp,  of  Hilltown,  Abraham 
Delp,  of  Franconia,  and  Isaac 
Derstein,  of  Rockhill,  conveyed 
the  property  legally  to  John 
Delp,  May  21,  1791,  for  the 
price  mentioned  in  the  agree- 
ment. He  then  owned  this 
farm  nine  years,  and  then  sold 
it  to  George  Heckler,  for  £*1500, 
April  21,  1800,  gaining  £675, 
or  $1800,  by  the  tran^'^action. 
The  land  was  then  divided  be- 
tween his  two  sons,  George  and 
Peter  Heckler.  The  latter  re- 
ceived the  old  homestead,  while 
George  built  for  himself  a new 
house  where  his  son,  George, 
who  is  novv^  rpiite  an  old  man, 
is  still  living.  George  Heckler, 
father  of  tlie  present  owner, 
lived  here  until  tiie  time  of  bis 
death,  which  occuri’ed  March 
10,  1855,  when  he  was  nearly 
eighty-six  years  old.  Peter 
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owned  his  farm  and  resided  on 
it  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  22, 
1847,  when  he  was  in  the  77th 
year  of  his  age.  He  built  the 
first  house  where  Isaac  Rosen- 
berger  now  lives,  about  the 
the  year  1826,  for  his  son, 
Henry,  who  in  later  years  re- 
moved to  Whiteside  county, 
Illinois,  and  died  there  some 
years  later.  His  descendants 
are  now^  scattered  over  the  West- 
ern States,  but  most  of  them 
are  in  Kansas.  Letters  of  ad- 
ministration on  the  estate  of 
Peter  Heckler  were  granted  to 
his  son,  Abraham,  who  sold  the 
farm,  at  public  ."•ale,  to  Martin 
Rosen  be  rger,  and  gave  a con- 
veyance in  April,  1848.  Mr. 
Rosenberger  then  owned  this 
farm  thirty-two  yeais  or  until 
1880,  when  lie  and  his  wife 
conveyed  and  confirmed  it  to 
Benjamin  Ruth,  the  present 
owner.  The  main  j^arl  of  the 
house  was  built  bv  Peter  Heck- 
ler, but  an  addition  w*as  built  to 
it  and  tlie  whole  was  remodeled 
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by  Mr.  Rosen berger.  The  barn 
was  also  rebuilt  by  the  latter. 

GEORGE  HOFFMAN. 

' ' The  farm  no^v  owned  by 
John  Halteinan  was  lon<r  known 
as  the  Hey d rick  farm.  The 
farm  on  the  west  side  now  be- 
longing to  Jacob  S.  Landes  w\as 
separated  from  the  Heydihck 
farm  by  Cadwalader  Foulke, 
surveyor,  September  22d,  1826. 
It  then  contained  forty-four 
acres  and  forty  perches.  This 
fami  belonged  to  Enos  Wam- 
bold  tor  many  years. 

This  tract  of  land  was  pur- 
chased from  Cas])er  Wister  and 
and  wife,  Catharine,  March  25, 
1735,  by  George  Floffman  and 
his  brother,  Ba'thasar.  They 
both  are  represented  as  resi- 
dents of  Salford  rH  that  time 
already,  though  they  came  to 
Pennsylvania  only  the  year 
previous.  The  boundaries  were 
thus  described  at  that  time  : 
beginning  at  a ‘stone,  a corner; 
thence  by  other  lands  of  Cas- 
par Wi.star  south-west  118  per- 
ches to  a stone  in  a line  o( 


Henry  Slingiuil'’s  land — this 
'••other  land  of  Caspar  Wistar’’ 
was  afterward  purchased  by 
Hans  George  Help — them-e  by 
the  said  ^lingiuff’s  land  north- 
west 104  perches  to  an  other 
stone  ; thence  by  a line  of  mark- 
ed trees — afterward  Gabriel 
Shuler’s  land — north-east  118 
perches  to  a stone  ; then  by  a 
line  of  marked  trees  south-east 
104  perches  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning; containing  seventy- 
six  acres  and  112  perches  of  land . 
A patent  was  granted  to  George 
Hoffman  for  this  tract,  Febru- 
ary 28,  1745.  On  the  fourth 
of  January,  1745,  Balthasar 
Hoffman  granted  a inoietv, 
wherebv  he  sold  all  his  rijrht 
and  interest  in  tlie  above  land 
to  his  brother,  George.  On  the 
23d  of  December,  1743,  George 
Hoffman  purcliased  a nari'ow 
stiap  of  land  from  Caspar  Wistar 
and  wife  containing  twenty-five 
acres  and  twenty  perches.  4’he 
boumls  ai’e  *thus  given  : begin- 
ning at  a post  in  line  of  Ja<*ob 
Krupp’s  land  at  a corner  ol 
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Gabriel  Shuler’s  land — some- 
where abuut  the  residence  of 
the  late  Lewis  Haycuck — then 
extending  along  the  said 
Krupp’s  land  north-east  twenty 
perches  to  a post  at  a corner  of 
George  Kriebel’s  land  ; thence 
by  the  same  south-east  201  per- 
ches to  a post  in  a line  of  Jacob 
Moyer’s  land  ; thence  by  the 
same  south-west  twenty  per- 
ches to  a corner  of  land 
intended  to  be  granted 
to  Nicholas  LTplinger  ; thence 
by  the  same,  by  other  land  of 
George  Hotfman,  and  l>y  the 
aforesaid  Gabriel  Shuler’s  land, 
respectively,  north-w^est  201 
perches  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning. Ail  these  distances  were 
a little  longer  when  tliey  were 
resurveyed  by  Cathvalader 
Foil  Ike  in  1S2G.  It  appears  at 
that  date  Decemlier.  1740,  it 
was  intended  to  convey  the 
tract  afterwanl  purciiascd  by 
Hans  George  Lkdp,  to  Nicholas 
1 })linger,  wlio  about  a \ eai'  and 
a half  later  [lurcliased  the  Lind- 
er farm  in  Harley.^ville  from 


Flenry  Myer.  Time  passed  on 
and  George  Hodman  became  an 
old  man.  He  w^as  married  to 
Barbara  Seipt,  and  it  appears 
they  had  three  children  ; one 
son,  Balthasar,  Jr.,  who  died 
December  20,  1754.  Susanna, 
wdfe  of  Balthaser  Krause,  and  a 
daughter,  wdfe  of  George  Hey- 
drick.  We  do  not  exactly  un- 
derstand the  record  given  of  the 
Sclnvenkfelder  genealogy  in 
this  respect.  Apparently  her 
name  w*as  Eve,  wdfe  of  George 
Heydrick,  mentioned  on  page 
11  ot  their  Record.  On  No- 
vember 29,  1760,  Barbara,  wdfe 
of  George  Hoffman,  died.  He 
also  was  old  and  w'ell  stricken 
in  years,  and  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1762,  he  and  his  son-in- 
law,  George  Ffeydriek,  enteiaal 
into  lengthy  articles  of  agree- 
ment, in  wdiich  Floffman  sets 
forth  that  he  is  old,  and  through 
lung  sickness  may  make  much 
trouble,  that  the  agreiunent  is 
made  in  ()rder  that  he  might 
not  suff*r,  but  might  receive 
the  proper  and  necessary  at  ten- 
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tion, . In  the  first  place  he  re- 
served his  riiiht  in  the  house 
and  on  the  land ; afterward 
provision  was  made  in  case  he 
would  make  much  trouble  in 
long  sickness,  that  his  other 
son-in-huv,  Baltllasar  Krause, 
must  also  help  to  bear  the  ex- 
pense. ^ But  it  appears  after 
making  this  agreement  they 
coi, eluded  it  wmuld  be  better  it 
G-orge  Pleydrick  would  buy  the 
firm,  and  consequently  the  two 
t^racts  containing  101  acres  and 
lo2  perches  were  conveyed  to 
him,  2,  1762.  George 

Hoffman  lived  yet  three  years 
longer,  and  died  June  29.  1765, 
in  the  81st  year  of  his  age. 
The  above  mentioned  George 
Heydrick  and  Eve,  his  wife, 
mentioned  on  page  11  of  the 
Record,  had  no  issue  ; he  died 
soon  after  George  Hoffman,  on 
September  5,  1765.  It  appeal’s 
the  farm  was  afterwards  pur- 
chased by  anutlier  George  Hey- 
drick, son  oi  Bidtbusar  Hey- 
drich,  who  livetl  tiiere  many 
years.  (I  nm-t  acknovv ledge 


that  it  is  not  clear  to  me  who 
this  George  Heydrick,  son-in- 
law  of  George  HohmaTi,  was, 
neither  can  I say  that  he  had 
no  issue.) 

Abraham  H.  Cassel,  the  an- 
tiquarian, has  picked  up  and 
preserved  an  old  receipt,  which 
reads  as  follows  : 

‘‘Ich  Geori;  Heydrich  liabe  eyn  par 
sclm  gesoit  uiid  gvhittebt  voi‘  die  Anna 
Maria  (Zergiii)  kost  0.  4,  0.  imd  das  geld 
da  Yor  lial>e  ich  vou  Jacob  Bossert  ein- 
pfaugen.  GEORG  HEY  DR [ C H . ' * 

The  receipt  has  no  date  to  it, 
but  it  must  perhaps  have  been 
written  in  1776  when  Jacob 
Bossart  was  one  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  while  Anna 
Maria  Zerg  had  to  be  kept  by 
the  township. 

George  Heydrick  was  married 
to  Rosin  a Krauss,  They  had 
five  children,  but  one  of  them 
died  young.  During  the  time 
they  owned  this  farm,  they  pur- 
chased yet  fifty  acres  and  ten 
perches  of  land  more,  which 
increaseti  their  farm  to  the  full 
niimlxu’  of  151  acres  and  141 
perches.  On  the  lii’sl  of 
1806,  George  Heydrick  and  his 
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wife,  Rosina,  transferred  their 
landed  estate  containing  ali  the 
above  number  of  acres  to  their 
son,  George,  who  was  tuice 
married,  and  the  second  time  to 
Susanna,  daughter  of  David 
Kriebel,  in  1804.  His  first 
wife  had  been  Susanna  Yeakel. 
His  hither,  George  Hey d rick,  Sr., 
died  here  October  29,  1828, 
aged  ninety-one  years  and  six 
months.  George  Heydrick,  Jr., 
still  added  more  acres  to  his 
already  large  tract;  but  through 
some  misfortune,  the  pressure 
of  the  times  and  the  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  property,  he  was 
obliged  to  niake  an  assignment 
to  his  brother,  Baltzer  Heydrick 
and  John  S.  Boorse,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors,  May 
25,  1826.  These  assignees,  by 
their  surveyor,  Cadwalader 
Foulke,  then  cut  off  the  farm 
now  belonging  to  Jacob  S. 
Landes,  and  sold  it  separate- 
ly. It  was  a hard  time 
then  and  many  people  failed. 
But  through  the  judicious 
management  of  the  a.-=signees  in 


selling  off  some  portions  and 
parcels  of  land  the  homestead 
containing  100  acres  of  land 
was  preserved  for  the  family. 
Afterward  the  times  became 
better  and  George  Heydrick 
again  became  a ‘successful  man. 
lie  raised  a large  family  of 
children  and  died,  October  9, 
1855,  aged  eighty  years,  six 
months  and  two  davs. 
The  farm  then  belonged  to  his 
two  sons,  George  and  Samuel, 
and  lastly  to  the  latter  who  died 
there  about  the  last  of  October, 
1879,  when  two  years  later  the 
farm  was  sold  to  John  Halie- 
man,  the  present  owner. 

REV.  BALTHASAR  HOFFMAX. 

The  following  sketch  of  the 
life  of  the  Rev.  Balthaser  Hoff- 
man, a resident  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, was  written  by  son,  Christ- 
opher, in  German  in  1777, 
and  was  translated  by  Abraham 
H.  Cassel  tor  the  use  of  M. 
Auge,  Esq.,  in  his  work.  -‘The 
Prominent  Men  of  Montgomery 
County,  Pa.”  We  make  u>e  of 
it  l)ccause  it  belongs  to  the 
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liisfuLV  of  this  township,  nnd  is 
as  lollows  : 

“Among  tlie  Stdiwenkfelders 
who  arrived  in  Pennsylvania 
in  the  year  1734,  Baltliaser 
Hoffman,  who  settled  in  Lower 
Salford  Township,,  was  one  of 
the  most  eminent. 

“He  was  born  in  Harpers- 
dorf,  Principal iyv  of  Leignitz, 
in  Silesia,  Austria.  By  his  own 
testimony  he  was  born  of 
‘worthj^  poorand  lowly  parents/ 
and  was  first  reared  to  the  trade 
of  a weaver,  occasionally  work- 
ing as  a day  laborer  in  the  sum- 
mer. He  early  embraced  tlie 
religious  principles  of  Caspar 
Schwenkfeid.  He  was  tall  in 
stature,  lean  in  person,  and 
Rafter  his  fiftieth  year  wore  an 
entire  white  liead.’  From  his 
earliest  youth  he  seems  to  have 
been  very  indu.-trious  anrl  de- 
sirous of  act  [Hiring  trr*th.  By 
assiduous  labor  he  soon  gained 
a knowledge  of  Latin,  G)'oek 
and  Flebrew,  and  hy  lielp  of 
good  hooks  set  himself  to  study 
the  Sacred  Scriptures,  lor  which 


his  knowledge  of  the  langiuiire.^i 
ga’S'e  him  great  facilities.  - He 
was  very  diligent  in  acquainting 
himself  with  Christian  teachings 
around  liim,  and  especially  of 
those  pi-om  id  gated  by  Caspar 
Schwenkfeid. 

“In  171b  the  Reformation 
bad  made  great  progress  in 
Silesia,  and  tlie  Catholic  Church 
in  1721  sent  a mission  to  con- 
vert the  people  back  to  the  old 
faith,  at  first  laboring  with  them 
mildly,  hut  soon  after  com- 
mitting great  acts  of  violence. 
The  persecuted  people  in  1721, 
therefore,  resolved  to  send  an 
embassy  to  tlie  Emperor,  to  im- 
plore/oleration.  Of  tills  body 
Balthaser  wasone.  During  this 
effort  which  lasted  five  years, 
Hoff'man  delivered  no  less  than 
seventeen  memorials  to  tfie 
royal  ruler.  At  last,  however, 
in  172G,  the  mission  tni-ned  the 
heart  of  the  sovereign  still  moi'e 
against  tlie  reformed  ])co]ih\ 
that  Balthaser  dai’ed  not  .^^liow 
himself  by  da}%  but  had  to  re- 
turn by  night,  taking  with  him 
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to  Ober  Lausitz  hi<  wife  and 
two  daughters.  Even  there  he 
was  not  safe,  but  tied  again^with 
his  gray-haired  father  from 
Vienna  bv  wav  of  Prague  to 

*/  t/  t— 

Lausitz,  and  obtained  the  pro- 
tection of  CJount  Ziegendorf. 
Here  he  resided  eight  years, 
during  which  time  a son  was 
born  to  him.  As  toleration 
was  not  even  here  assured  he 
with  many  others,  concluded  to 
emigrate  to  Pennsylvania.where 
William  Penn  had  promised  re- 
ligious freedom  to  all.  This 
resolution  was  formed  in  1734, 
and  on  September  22d  of  that 
year,  with  his  wife  and  family, 
Minder  the  giudance  of  the  good 
Lord  they  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  offered  praise  to  God 
for  his  graciousness  to  them.’ 
He  was  especially  grateful  tliat 
no  evil  had  befallen  them  on 
the  way,  and  further  that  kind 
friends  in  Holland  Innl  sent  him- 
self <iver  fi’eo  and  wirhoiit  cost 
to  him.  He  did  not  rcmiain  in 
the  city,  but  removed  to  the 
country,  ‘where,  t. .o.  tlie  griice 
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of  God  provided  for  him  and 
his.’  During  all  this  time  he 
continued  a diligent  Bible  read- 
er and  Christian  teacher  to 
those  around  him.  Here  he 
freely  worshipped  God  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  his  con- 
science.  Upon  the  death  of  the 
Ptev.  George  Weiss,  the  first 
minister  of  the  Schwenkfelders 
in  America,  in  1740,  Hoffman 
was  chosen  to  officiate  in  his 
stead.  Not  being  constitution- 
ally strong  in  body,  he  several 
times  withdrew,  especially  in 
1749,  when  he  became  afflicted 
on  his  breast  and  debilitated  in 
his  power  of  speech  and  of  sing- 
ino-.  Still,  demands  were  made 
upon  him,  particularly  for  out- 
door services,  as  catechizing  the 
children  ; but  by  the  help  of 
God  he  labored  till  - the  weight 
ol  vears  made  it  im|»ossible. 
Nor  did  he  tire  in  his  many 
duties.  His  Sabbath  foren(>ons, 
attern'Muis  oi*  evenings,  were 
enpiloyed  in  wilting,  reading 
and  singing.  He  left  many 
letters  and  writings  on  Holy 
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Scripture  and  Christian  teach- 
ings, prompted  by  the  (piestions 
of  others  as  well  ns  ot  his  own 
conceptions,  thus  at  once  render- 
ing service  to  his  brethren  in 
time  to  come.  He  also  left 
hymns.  Of  these  writings  we 
have  a catalogue.  ‘To  him 
idleness  and  the  want  of  truth 
were  of  great  moment,  seeing 
how  God\s  gift  of  freedom  was 
misapplied.’ 

“The  closing  years  of 
Balthasar  Hoffman’s  life  were 
spent  in  a small  room,  spin- 
ning ; yet  daily  would  he  read, 
write,  sing  and  pray.  And  as 
he  had  long  been  blessed  with 
bodily  health,  so  God  protected 
him  against  much  and  severe 
sickness  in  his  last  days.  Grad- 
ually, however,  his  sanctified 
spirit  was  loosened  from  its 
earthly  tabernacle,  and  nature 
sank  year  by  year,  till  Decem- 
ber 21,  1774,  when  he  was  at- 
tacked with  vertigo  and  increa.-- 
ing  debility,  and  on  July  11, 
1775,  in  his  S9th  year,  he  pass- 
ed peacefully  away.  His  wife, 


Ursula,  died  May  15,  1767, 
aged  80  years,  and  both  lie 
buried  iii  the  Schwenkfelder 
burying- ground  belonging  to  the 
congregation  in  Lower  Salford. 
Balthasar  Hoffman  and  wdfe 
left  three  children,' Anna, Rosina 
and  Christopher,  who  succeeded 
his  father  as  minister  of  the  so- 
ciety ; his  children  were  all 
born  in  Europe.  All  three 
were  married,  but  the  son  left 
no  issue.  There  are  descend- 
ants of  the  daughters,  however, 
to  the  fifth  and  sixth  generation. 

‘ He  remained  an  acceptable 
minister  of  the  Schwenkfelders 
from  the  death  of  Weiss  in  1740 
until  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
resided  on  a tract  of  land  by  the 
east  side  of  the  Skippack  creek, 
two  miles  west  of  Franconia 
village,  now  owned  by  Henry 
Derstein.  He  was  a man  of 
eminent  widom  and  piety,  and 
left  behind  him  a catalogue  of 
his  writings,  embracing  fifty- 
eight  tracts  all  on  theolog\' and 
practical  I’eligion,  besides  eijjjh- 
tv-three  letters  on  varicnis  kin- 
dred topics. 
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‘‘Christopher  Hoffman,  the 
father  of  Balthasar,  died  in 
Saxony,  under  the  protection  of 
Count  Zinzendorf ; he,  together 
with  his  son  Balthasar  Hoffrich- 
ter,  constituted  the  endjassv  to 
the  court  ot  Charles  A'  I,  at  Men- 
na. 

“Christopher  Hoffman,  son  of 
Balthazar,  married  Rosanna, 
daughter  of  George  Dresher, 
but  they  had  no  children.  She 
died  July  3,  1794,  aged  70  years 
and  9 months.  He  died  Jan- 
uary 29,  1804,  aged  76  years. 
He  jilso  was  a minister  of  the 
Schwenkfelder  denomination 
and  lived  where  his  father  had 
lived. 

The  old  conveyances  belong- 
ing to  the  farm  of  Henrv  Der- 
stein,  formerly  the  farm  of 
Balthazar  Hoffman,  have  been 
lost,  but  we  see  by  the  bound- 
aries of  adjacent  farms  that  in 
1736,  the  said  farm  belonged  to 
Wandal  Hover,  who.  we  are  in- 
clined to  believe,  was  a srpnitter 
who  occu[)ied  the  place  .*<01110 
time  then  a! read  r,  hut  !iow  long 
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he  lived  there  we  can  not  say. 
In  1743  this  farm  belonged  to 
one  Jacob  Moyer  and  it  was 
probabl}^  from  him  it  was  pur- 
chased by  Balthazar  Hoffman  a 
few  years  later.  The  latter 
died  there  July  11, '1773,  in  the 
89th  year  of  his  age,  and  after 
him  liis  son,  Christopher,  owned 
the  farm  yet  sixteen  years. 
The  boundaries  might  be  thus 
described  by  beginning  at  a cor- 
ner in  the  middle  of  a public 
road  on  the  line  of  Towamencin 
township,  then  extending  in  the 
middle  of  another  public  road 
north-\vest  across  the  Skippack 
creek  up  along  near  the  resi- 
dence of  Isaac  Rosenberger  till 
about  midway  between  his  resi- 
dence and  the  road  above  183 
perches,  then  north-east  forty- 
nine  perches  to  a corner,  then 
south-east  forty-four  perches  to 
a coimer,  then  north-east  thirtv- 
tw(j  [)e relies  to  a corner,  then 
.■^outh-ea."t  across  the  Skippack 
along  the  middle  of  a public 
road  139  perches  to  a corner  in 
the  other  public  road  on  the 
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line  of  Towainencin,  then  along 
the  middle  of  the  said  road 
eightv-one  perches  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  containing  eighty- 
three  acres  and  135  perches. 
Christopher  Hotfman  and  his 
-wife,  Rosina,  conveyed  the  said 
tarin  to  Abrahnin  Kriebie,  May 
27,  1791.  He  held  this  firm 
twenty-four  years,  and  then  he 
and  his  wife,  Rosina,  conveyed 
the  same  to  Jesse  Lewis,  for 
J02O17,  April  3,  1815.  It  was 
then  bounded  by  Ian. Is  of  Peter 
Ih'ckler,  George  Heydrick  and 
Jeremiah  Kriebie,  in  Lower 
Salford,  and  Abraham  Anders 
and  Jacob  Wainpole,  of  Towai- 
mencin.  Jesse  Lewis  and  wdfe 
Susanna,  sold  ten  aci’es  and 
eighteen  perches  of  land  on  tlie 
north-west  side  ot  the  Skippack, 
to  William  Keaton,  for  8^09, 
April  1,  1818.  The  line  run 
down  in  tlie  said  stream  sixty- 
five  perches  to  a corner  on  the 
east  .<i(.le  of  tlie  stream.  'Fhen 
on  A[ull  1,  182<L  Jcs>;e  Lewis 
and  wife  sold  the  inessiiaee  and 
all  that  land  im  tlie  east  side  ot 


the  Skippack,  containing  about 
fifty  acres,  to  James  Yocum. 
He  owned  that  farm  twenty-one 
years  and  then  sold  off  a tract 
along  the  road,  on  the  township 
line,  to  Frederick  Wainpole,  and 
the  farm  with  buildings  and 
improvements,  he  sold  to  his 
son-in-law,  Benjamin  Hen- 
dricks, April  1,  18-11.  The 
latter  owned  this  farm  until  he 
died  here  ot  smallpox,  January 
11,  1856.  After  liis  death 
letters  of  administration  were 
granted  to  his  brother-in-law, 
Samuel  Gergas,  who  '^old  the 
farm  at  public  sale  to  Caroline, 
wife  of  Henry  Ah  Allebach, 
daughter  of  said  deceased. 
Four  oi*  five  years  later,  Henry 
xlllebach  and  wife  sold  the  farm 
to  her  bi'other,  James  Y.  Hen- 
dricks. After  owning  it  sevei'al 
years  he  made  public  sale  foi* 
tlie  farm  in  the  autumn  of  1 8GG. 
and  sol  I it  to  Henry  Dersttun. 
the  jU’tV'^ent  owner,  giving;  jiO'^- 
se.-sinn  April  1,  1867.  when  be* 
and  his  wife  granted  a convey- 
ance. 
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As  stated,  Jesse  Lewis  and 
wife  sold  ten  acres  and  eighteen 
perches  on  the  north-west  side 
of  the  Skip  pack  creek  to  Will- 
iam Keaton,  in  1818,  now  the 
p roperty  of  George  Metz.  Kea- 
ton owned  tins  land  only  three 
ye.jrs,  bat  made  no  improve- 
ments on  it.  He  and  his  wife, 
Margaret,  tlien  sold  the  same  to 
Baltzer  Fleydrick,  for  S755.66. 
March  :h/i721;  losing  $53.33 
on  tfie  land,  whicli  he  probably 
made  np  by  catting  away  tim- 
ber. Baltzer  Heyd rick  then 
})at  bai' dings  here,  and  in  two 
yeai-s  soal  the  same  to  John 
K'enmier,  the  elder,  for^lObf).- 
1)7,  April  22,  1823.  The  latter 
owned  tliis  lot  only  two  years, 
when  he  and  his  wife,  Margaret, 
conveyed  tiie  same  tv)  tlie  late 
Harman  Metz,  for  $d33,  April  2. 
1825.  Mr.  Metz  owned  tliis 
small  farm  forty-five  yetirs,  bat 
in  the  ineantime  added  yet  nine 
acrc'^  tu  it.  Then  on  Mandi  •)  I , 
187^L  he  conveyed  all  Ids  i-eai 
estate  ceailaiidne  nineteen  acres 
and  l-lo  [H'la'hes  to  his  only  son. 
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George  Metz,  the  presen Lowner? 
who  has  since  added  about 
twenty-eight  acres  to  it,  making- 
in  all  about  forty-eight  acres 
now  contained  in  his  farm. 

On  the  Towamencin  side  of 
this  farm  the  land  belonged  to 
Abraham  Tennis  from  the  year 
1709  until  about  1730  when  a 
portion  of  it  was  purchased  by 
Henry  Fr\y,  who  is  represented 
in  the  tax  list  of  1734  as  the 
owner  of  fifty  acres.  He  un- 
doubtedly built  the  first  house 
where  Jesse  Lewis  now  lives, 
and  a small  mill  for  wool  card- 
ing on  that  stream  down  op- 
posite the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Krupp.  Tlie  dam  laying  up 
in  the  forks  of  the  stream  and 
the  ditch  to  convey  thi  water 
to  tliis  mill,  are  still  there. 
After  him  George  Anders  own- 
ed this  farm.  He  l)uilt  that 
liouse  which  /tow  belongs  to 
Mrs.  Ki-up’p,  for  his  son,  Abra- 
ham Anders.  After  the  vleatli 
of  George  Anders  his  farm  was 
divided,  and  Alu'aham  owned 
this  ]>art  of  it.  After  Abraham 
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Anders  the  farm  belonged  to 
his  son-in-law,  Christopher 
Meschter,  who,  after  hi>  death 
left  it  to  his  sv>n,  the  late  Rev. 
George  Meschter,  who  sold  it 
some  years  ago  and  bought  the 
adjoining  farm,  which  had  form- 
erly belonged  to  Frederick 
Wampole,  where  he  then  lived 
and  died,  June  29,  1887. 

GEORGE  YEAKEL. 

The  emigration  of  the 
Schwenkfelders  to  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1734,  several  years 
after  Caspar  Wistar  put  his 
large  tract  into  imirket,  gave 
the  families  of  that  denomi- 
nation an  opportunity  to  pur- 
chase lands  near  to  each  other 
and  thus  to  form  a (community 
of  members  of  their  own  st^ct. 

The  hirm  now  belonging  to 
Isaac  Kriebel  was  purchased 
from  Caspar  Wistar,  and  a 
conveyance  dated  February  20, 
1739,  was  granted  to  George 
Jackel — the  name  is  now  Yeak- 
el-:— it  was  put  on  record  at  the 
same  time,  llis  tract  contain- 
ed 170  acres  and  included  ail 


the  east  corner  of  the  tract, 
bordering  on  the  line  of  Towa- 
mencin  township  168  perches, 
which  was  also  the  eastern 
corner  of  the  township  of  Low- 
er Salford.  On  the  north-east 
the  line  of  his  land  was  also  the 
line  of  Franconia  township  and 
his  line  extended  up  to  the 
Skippack  creek,  which  we  here 
find  by  the  name  of  Kioiild, 
The  said  stream  was  the  north- 
western boundary  of  Mr.  Yeak- 
el’s  land.  On  the  north-east 
side  of  his  land  in  Franconia 
township  was  the  noted  ‘^Seven 
Hundred,”  though  the  tract 
originally  contained  810  acres, 
and  was  purchased  already  in 
1714  ; it  was  still  owned  by  a 
Wilson  family  of  Ireland  as  late 
as  1790. 

It  appears  this  George  Yeak- 
el  was  a son  of  Balthasar  and 
Regina  leakel.  The  niothei', 
a widow,  with  her  children, 
George,  Susanna.  Anna,  Mai’i<i 
and  Rosina,  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  ship  St.  Andrew  in 
company  with  a Ic.rge  number 
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ot  Schwenkfelders  and  otliers, 
in  all  2G3  souls,  in  1734.  It 
also  appears  that  the  widow  and 
children  must  have  liad  some 
money,  and  probably  lived  on 
this  land  several  years  before 
the  conveyances  were  made, 
lor  on  February  15,  1739,  five 
days  before  the  deed  was 
written,  the  mother,  Regina 
Yeakel  and  others,  children  or 
jTuardians,  signed  a release  to 
George  Yeakel  in  order  that 
the  conveyance  could  be  grant- 
ed to  him. 

Two  years  later.  May  21, 
1741,  George  Yeakel  married 
Susanna  Wagner.  See  “Genea- 
logical Record  of  Schwenkfel- 
ders,”  page  22.  A little  over 
a year  later,  June  16,  1742,  his 
wife,  Susanna,  died  leaving  an 
infant  four  months  old  which 
died  a year  afterward.  One 
month  later,  July  19,  George 
Yeakel  made  his  last  will  and 
testament  in  wi'iting  and  thei’o- 
in  a[)pointed  his  brotiier-in-law. 
Dr.  Abrahaan  Wagner,  and 
Caspar  Krieble  liis  execntois, 


and  five  days  later,  July  24, 
1742,  he  died,  being  yet  a young 
man.  Think  of  the  sorrow  and 
misfortune  of  those  days.  Those 
two  executors  divided  this  great 
tract  into  two  parts  and  sold 
them.  The  one  part  containing 
the  buildings  and  improvements 
was  101  perches  wide  by  168 
perches  long  forming  an  oblong 
square  containing  106  acres  of 
land,  which  thev  sold  and  con- 
veyed  to  Christopher  Wiegner, 
December  23,  1743,  and  the 
deed  was  recorded.  His  mother, 
Regina  Y'eakel,  and  her  remain- 
ing children  were  the  heirs,  and 
had  to  give  their  signatures  to 
the  conveyance.  Afterward  on 
February  28,  1745,  Christopher 
YJegner  had  his  land  confirmed 
to  him  by  a patent  though  a 
patent  had  been  granted  to  Cas- 
per Wister  for  the  whole  tract 
of  1073  acres,  November  5, 
1734.  4'he  otlier  tract  con- 
taining sixry-lbur  acres,  tlio<e 
executors  and  heirs  sold,  to 
George  Krieble.  Christopher 
Wiegiier  owiied  this  farm  twen- 
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ty  four  years,  and  tlien  he  and 
his  wife,  Ann,  for  the  love  and 
affection  wiiicli  they  bore  to 
their  son,  (diristopher,  Jr.,  and 
j£450  in  nione}-,  conveyed  it  to 
him  on  April  24,  1709.  It  was 
not  long  after  he  owned  the 
property  until  he  and  ids  wite, 
Catharina,  sold  about  forty-six 
acres  of  it  to  Wiiliain  Yocnin,  ;i 
brother  to  my  great-grandfather, 
Janies  Yoeurn,  and  the  remain- 
der which  was  hity-nine  acres 
and  140  perche.s  with  buildings 
and  improvements,  they  sold  to 
William  Tennis,  June,  14,  ITTO, 
tor  =£320.  Christopher  Wieg- 
ner,  Jr.,  then  removed  to 
Springheld  township,  Bucks 
county.  Mr.  4'ennis  owned 
this  farm  twenty-eight  years 
and  then  he  and  his  wile,  Mary, 
sold  the  same  property  to  Jere- 
miah Krieble  and  granted  a 
conveyance  dated  March  31, 
1804.  He  [)urcliased  back 
again  twelve  acres  ol  the  other 
tract  which  the  executors  of 
George  Yeakel,  deceased,  had 
sold  to  George  Krieble.  besides 


that  he  owned  a large /jilantation 
on  the  north-west  side  of  the 
Skippack.  He  built  that  stone 
house  in  ISOG,  which  is  sti.l 
standing  there,  used  for  a dwell- 
ing and  appears  to  be  real  good 
yet  with  several  additions  built 
to  it.  Part  of  the  ohl  log-house 
is  also  still  standing  uninhabit- 
ed, and  does  not  appear  to  be 
cpdte  poor  yet.  When  the 
present  dwelling  was  built  paid 
of  the  old  log-house  was  taken 
away  and  turned  into  a stable 
so  that  only  part  of  it  remains 
tiiere.  Jeremiah  Krieble's  wife 
died  in  1808,  and  on  April  2, 
1829,  he  conveyed  this  tarm 
containing  seventy-one.  acres  to 
his  oldest  son,  Benjamin,  for 
.t?272G.'3<>.  The  burying  ground 
and  meeting  h«aise  of  the 
Schweid<felder  denomination  in 
Lowei-  Salford  are  located  in 
this  farm.  It  apj)ears  thev 
comniene'ed  to  bury  there  and 
ramtinued  on  so  <ixt\’  or  seven- 
ty ye<irs  until  Jeremiah  Kiueble 
gave  a deed  for  *i  bur\ ing 
ground,  containing  ^ixty  square 
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perches  of  hind,  November  3, 
1812.  I will  have  more  to  saj 
of  this  matter  when  I come  to 
write  about  the  churches  in  the 
township. 

Benjamin  Krieble  lived  hei’e, 
and  died  here  in  1844.  He 
had  an  only  son,  Samuel,  who 
fell  heir  to  the  whole  estate; 
him  many  of  us  remember,  he 
died  only  a tew  years  ago.  He 
also  l)ad  an  onlv  survivino-  son 

O 

and  heir  of  his  whole  estate 
named  Isaac,  the  present  owner 
of  the  pro  per  t\  . 

The  other  tract  which  Christ- 
opher Wiegner,  Jr.,  and  wife, 
Catharine,  sold  to  AVilliam  Yo- 
cum about  tlie  year  17 To,  was 
owneii  by  him  many  years,  or 
until  about  1827,  when  it  was 
sold  to  Peter  Moyer.  The  con- 
veyances are  lost,  but  we  learn 
so  much  from  the  conveyances 
of  adjacent  farms.  We  are  in- 
formed that  ill  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  ceutuiw  tlie  barn  on 
that  farm  was  struck  by  light- 
ning find  bunit  away. 


Peter  Moyer  lived  there 
many  years  and  died  there  an 
old  man,  some  years  ago.  Aft- 
er him  his  son,  Jonas  Moyer, 
owned  the  farm,  but  he  died  a 
few  years  ago,  and  the  tarm 
now  belongs  to  Isaac 'Freed. 

Those  sixty-four  acres  of 
land  which  Dr.  Abraham  1 Vag- 
ner and  Casper  Kriebel,  ex- 
ecutors of  the  estate  of  George 
Yeakel,  deceased,  sold  to 
George  Kriebel  in  1743,  were 
located  along  the  Skippack,  and 
on  the  north-east  side  along 
Franconia  township.  George 
Krieble  put  the  first  house  on 
the  farm  now'  belonging  to  the 
w'idow'  Landes,  and  owned  the 
property  tliirty-two  years,  but 
in  the  meantime  purchased  an 
additional  tract  of  twenty-four 
acres  and  a lialfto  it.  His  wife 
having  died  he  conveyed  both 
tracts  to  his  son,  George,  Jr., 
on  January  20,  1770.  On  Maj/ 
2f),  1780,  George  Kriebel.  Jr., 
purchased  iVom  Robert  Clib- 
boi*n  Wilson,  of  Ireland,  by  his 
attorney,  I]enjamin  WJlson, 
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toi'Ty-oiie  acres  and  loT  perches, 
part  of  the  “Seven  Hundred,’’ 
in  Franconia  township,  adjoin- 
ing his  other  land.  Twelve 
acres  along  the  Skippack  at  the 
lower  end  of  his  tract  he  and 
his  wife  sold  to  Jeremiah 
Kidebel,  June  13,  1789.  He 
was  married  to  Esther  \Vie finer, 
and  while  cleaning  out  his  well, 
September  14,  1792,  a stone 
tell  from  the  top  down  on  his 
head  killing  him  instantly.  Fie 
lett  an  only  son  and  heir,  whose 
name  was  Christopher,  at  tliat 
time  only  thif’teen  j’ears  of 
age,  and  he  in  time  became  a 
doctor  of  medicine,  for  so  he  is 
represented  in  the  conveyance. 
OnxMarch  31,  1813,  this  Dr. 
Christopher  Kriebel  and  his 
wife,  Rachel,  conveyed  this 
plantation  containing  118  acres 
of  land  with  buildino-s  and  im- 

O 

provements  to  two  speculators, 
named  Joseph  Smith,  of  Towa- 
encin,  and  James  White,  of 
Gwynedd.  One  yfair  later, 
April  1,  1814,  Joseph  Smith 
and  wife,  Mary,  and  .fames 


White  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
conveyed  seventy  seven  and  a 
half  acres  of  the  said  tract  with 
buildings  and  improvemenls  to 
Henry  Hendricks.  He  owned 
this  farm  nearly  eight  years, 
but  eventually  tailed  and  on 
Deccmiber  3,  1821,  he  and  his 
wdfe,  Barbara,  made  an  assign- 
ment to  David  Allebach  and 
Jesse  Lewis.  These  assignees 
pushed  the  matter  through 
pretty  sharply  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing 6th  of  April,  1822,  sold 
and  conveyed  this  farm  to  Dill- 
man  Ziegler,  ol  Lower  Salford. 
He  owned  this  farm  nearly 
seven  years,  and  on  November 
17th,  1828,  he  and  his  wife, 
Catharine,  sold  this  plantation 
still  containing  seventy-seven 
and  a half  acres  to  tlieir  son-in- 
iaw,  George  Hunsicker,  who 
was  a sjn  of  Valentine  Hunsick- 
er, of  F^pper  Sal  lord.  The 
latter  owned  this  larin  twent\'- 
eight  years  and  built  a new 
hoiise  and  new  barn  hei’e.  but 
in  the  meantime  sold  oft  several 
tracts  of  land  I'educing  the  farm 
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to  forty-eight  acres  and  140  pre- 
ches,  which  he  sold  to  Jacob  Lan- 
des and  gave  a conveyance  dated 
April  9,  1857.  On  the  28th  of 
February,  1872,  the  large  barn 
was  burnt  away.  As  it  was 
night  when  it  occurred  the 
people  were  all  asleep,  and  a 
high  wind  prevailing  notiiing 
could  be  saved.  Eleven  cows, 
two  horses,  two  hogs,  a large 
number  of  chickens  and  all  the 
machinery  and  farming  imple- 
ments were  consumed  by  the 
devouring  element. 

CH RISTO PEER  KR lEB LE. 

The  early  settlers  general!}' 
built  their  log  houses  near  a 
spring  or  stream  of  water,  and 
this,  we  see,  was  the  ame  all 
along  the  Skippack.  The  first 
house  bui.t  on  the  farm  ofDavid 
iM.  Cassel  was  put  there  by 
Christopher  Krieble,  Sr-,  in 
1735.  It  appears  by  a di-aft  _ 
made  some  years  later,  showing 
tlie  divisions,  distances,  bound- 
aries and  names  of  [)urch;isers 
of  Casper  Wister’s  great  ti'act, 
th:it  the  larm  now  belonging  to 
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Abraham  D.  Delp  was  cut  out 
of  the  tract  befoi-e  the  farm 
was  surveyed  to  Christopher 
Krieble,  and  this  farm  from  its 
irregular  shape,  at  first,  appears 
to  have  been  a remnant  of  land 
containing  155  acres.  It  also 
appears  by  the  conveyance  as  if 
the  farm  above  now  belonging 
to  Mr.  Delp,  had  been  occupied 
by  a man  whose  name  was 
John  Kernber,  when  the  land 
was  surveyed,  though  there  is 
no  allusion  made  to  him  in  the 
first  conveyance  of  Mr.  Delp’s 
farm.  Christopher  Krieble 
purchased  this  land  soon  alter 
his  arrival  in  1734,  and  received 
his  conveyance  bearing  date 
March  26,  1735.  The  price 
paid  for  those  150  acres  was 
j678.  The  boundaries  of  the 
land  are  thus  given ; “begin- 
ning at  a coiner  of  Wandal 
Hover’s  land,  then  by  the  same 
south-west  tl'iirty-two  perches 
to  a corner,  then  by  the  same 
and  other  land  of  the  said  Cas- 
pier  Wister  north-west  240  per- 
ches to  a corner,  then  north- 
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east  thirty-two  perches  to  a 
corner,  then  south-east  ly  land 
of' John  Keinber  130  perciies  to 
a corner  of  the  said  Kember’s 
land,  then  coutinuein^-  by  the 
said  Keniber’s  land  north  fort>- 
three  degrees  east  170  perciies 
to  a post  in  a line  of  Thomas 
Wilson  or  James  Dickenson’s 
land,  then  by  the  same  nineteen 
and  a half  perches  to  the 
Kionld  calied  Skippack,  then 
down  by  several  courses  of  the 
same  Kiuuld  till  it  intersects  the 
line  of  the  said  Wandal  Hover, 
then  by  the  said  Hover’s  land, 
north-west  sixteen  and  a half 
perches  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning.” Christopher  Krieble 
did  not  live  in  his  neu  home 
many  years,  for  on  the  l4th  uf 
M ay,  1741,  he  died  intestate 
leaving:  issue — two  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

His  estate  was  not  settled  up 
until  nine  years  afterward, 
when  his  son,  George  Kriebel, 
and  daugiiters,  Anna,  wife  of 
Christopher  Dresiier,  and  Wary, 
wife  of  Dr.  Abraiiam  Wagner, 


signed  a release  to  their  brother, 
Christopher  Kriebel,  Jr.,  and 
granted  the  farm  to  him,  June 
6,  1750.  He  was  not  the  Dr. 
Christopher  Kriebel  who  lived 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Skip- 
pack  some  years  later,  but  he 
was  a minister  in  the  Schwenk- 
felder  denomination  and  ati 
uncle  to  the  doct(n’’s  father. 
He  owned  this  farm  thirty-four 

vears  and  then  conveved  125 

%/  %/ 

acres  with  buildings  and  im- 
provements to  his  son,  Jere- 
miah Kriebel,  M?>y  G,  1784. 
The  latter  purchased  twelve 
acres  of  land  along  the  Skip- 
pack  from  George  Kriebel  and 
his  wife,  Esther,  for  which  a 
conveyance  was  granted  bear- 
ing date  June  13,  1789.  He 
also  purchased  the  farm  at  that 
time  containing  fiity-nine  acres, 
from  A illiam  Tennis  and  wife 
ten  acres  of  woodland  situated 
in  the  “Seven  Hundred,”  in 
Fh-anconia  township.  It  was 
tiie  same  ten  acres  of  laud 
which  William  Tenuis  had  pur- 
chased fi’om  Uobert  Clibborn 
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Wilson,  of  Ireland,  by  his  at- 
torney, Benjamin  Wilson,  April 
10,  1790.  Jeremiah  Kriebel 
was  a man  of  intiuence  and 
respectability ; he  owned  over 
200  acres  of  land  and  two 
messnages  many  years.  The 
messuage  and  farm  which  he 
laid  purchased  Irom  William 
Tennis  in  1803.  he  sold  to  his 
oldest  son,  Benj;imiri.  in  1829, 
as  already  related  in  a former 
sketch.  The  farm  now  belong- 
ing to  Jonas  Moyer  was  sep- 
arated from  tlie  main  farm  for 
his  son,  Joseph  Kriebel,  and 
the  old  home  or  main  farm  fell 
to  tiie  lot  of  his  youngest  son, 
Samuel.  Jeremiah  Kriehledied 
in  1842,  in  tlie  eighty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  He  had  only 
three  sons — those  above  named. 
After  the  death  r)f  Joseph 
Kriebel,  in  18bo,  his  farm  was 
pi”  chased  by  Kuos  Hunsperger, 
who  was  thu  (jwner  tuereof 
about  twenty  yi'.o's  when  he 
sold  the  same  tu  Jo.-e[)li  ILick- 
man,  who  owned  it  until  1884, 
when  he  sold  the  [;n>j:erty  to 


Mr.  Moyer,  the  present  owner. 

Samuel  Kriebel  owned  this 
farm  until  1869,  when  he  sold 
the  premises  comprising  sixty- 
one  acres  of  land  with  buildings 
and  improvements  to  David  M. 
Cassel,  the  present  owner. 

The  Pleasant  \hilley  Cream- 
ery, a large  stone  building,  was 
located  and  built  here  in  1881. 

Samuel  Krieble  had  four 
sons,  Jo>eph,  Jeremiah,  Samuel 
and  Aaron  ; Jeremiah  was  a 
blacksmith  and  Samuel  was  a 
wheelwright,  and  here  tlie 
manufacture  of  wagons  and 
carriages  was  carried  on  about 
lortv  vears  ago  or  longer.  In 
1749  Jeremiah  Krieble  built 
that  house  on  the  farm  recently 
owned  and  occupied  by  Levi 
Clemmer,  and  carried  on  the 
blacksmith  business  at  that 
place  several  years,  when  he 
died  there,  and  Isaac  Kuth  be- 
came the  owner  ; he  too  carried 
on  the  same  busbiess  some 
years  till  his  wife  died  : he 

alterward  sold  the  property  to 
Juhn  Coshow,  who  owned  it 
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until  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1880.  It  was  afterward  pur- 
chased by  Jacob  Landes,  and 
after  his  death,  in  1881,  it  was 
bought  by  his  son-in-law,  Leri 
Cleminer. 

The  small  farm  belonging  to 
Jesse  Dettra  and  Samuel  Erb 
was  part  of  Samuel  Krieble’s 
farm,  and  was  separated  from 
it  about  the  year  183o.  A lo«’ 
house  was  purchased  from  John 
Alderfer,  who  then  lived  on 
the  farm  now  belomiino;  to 
Abraham  I).  Delp,  and  was 
hauled  down  to  the  place  where 
it  still  is,  by  Amos  Hagey, 
whose  wife  drowned  her^ell'  in 
the  Skippiick  some  }ears  a.go. 
Twenty-one  acres  were  then 
laid  off’ to  the  farm  but  ten  or 
eleven  acres  more  have  since 
been  added  thereto.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  this  is  not  an 
old  place. 

CASPKll  AND  GEORGE  IIEVDRK'K. 

When  the  township  of  Fran- 
conia was  cut  off'  fr(jm  tlie 
territory  of  Salford,  in  ITol.  it 
appears  they  cut  mairly  a 


square  tract  containing  thirty- 
two  acres  and  eighty-eight  per- 
ches of  land  out  of  Casper  Wis- 
ter’s  great  tract  which  he  had 
purchased  only  the  previous 
year.  Those  thirty-two  acres 
Casper  Wister  sold  to  Andrew 
Swartz  about  the  same  time  he 
sold  the  other  tracts.  The  said 
tract  being  in  Franconia  town- 
ship I have  not  looked  up  its 
history,  but  can  say  that  it  still 
belongs  to  the  Swartz  family, 
and  is  now,  with  other  lands, 
owned  by  John  Swartz. 

It  was  quite  a mistake  that 
no  corner  stones  were  put  into 
the  ground  to  mark  the  angles 
of  the  township  where  the  line 
was  set  off*  with  a jog  in  it, 
when  it  vras  surveyed.  At  the 
present  day  no  one  seems  to 
know  where  the  exact  limits  of 
the  township  are,  excepting  at 
those  phu'es  where  the  lines 
run  along  the  roads. 

Cutting  out  the  aforesaid 
tract  gave  tlie  next  ])lantiitinn 
ail  irregular  >hape  around  the 
two  sides  thereof.  Hut  so  it 
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Wfis  done  to  cut  off  a farm  con- 
taining 106  acres  and  57  per- 
ches for  two  brothers  named 
Casper  and  George  Ileydrick, 
who  came  to  Pennsylvania  with 
other  Schwenkfelders  in  1734. 
Soon  after  their  arrival  they 
came  into  Salford  and  purchased 
the  aforesaid  number  of  acres 
from  Casper  Wister,  for  £(jS. 
16s.  and  received  a conveyance 
dated  March  26,  1735.  On  the 
north-east  side  in  Franconia 
it  was  then  bounded  by  land  of 
James  Robinson,  and  on  the 
south-east  and  south-west  by 
land  of  Christopher  Kriebel. 
The  said  conveyance  was  not 
acknowledged  at  the  time  it 
was  granted,  and  was  neglected 
until  Casper  and  George  Hey- 
drick  both  were  dead,  but 
fortunately  one  witness  was 
still  living  and  that  was  Rev, 
Balthasar  Hoffman,  who  ;ic- 
knowledged  the  deed  by  alhrm- 
ation  before  John  Riiil,  Fs(|.. 
for  the  two  deceased  brorhers, 
N ( ) ve  m be‘  r 2 , 17  6 5 . C a s | ) e r 

Ileydrick  died  intestate  ami 


without  issue,  April  13,  1761, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years.  His  wife  having  died 
in  1742.  His  only  lawful  heir 
was  his  brother,  George,  who 
became  the  owmer  of  the  w’hole 
estate.  But  then  George  Hey- 
drick,  wPo  Lad  no  issue,  made 
his  last  will  and  testament  in 
writing  dated  March  6,  1765, 
and  on  the  Ibllownng  5th  of 
September  he  died,  leaving  a 
widow  for  wdiom  in  his  will  he 
provided  a dowser  and  some 
personal  p roper tj',  and  the  re- 
mainder of  all  his  estate  he  de- 
vised to  his  nephewy  Abraham 
Heydrick,  in  the  following 
w'ords  : ‘T  give,  grant  and  de- 

vise  all  and  every  of  my  re- 
maining estate  unto  my  nephewy 
Abraham  Heydrick,  of  Tow'a- 
mencin,  tayloiy”  kc.  This 
Ge  o rge  Hey  d rick  a p pa  re  n t ly 
must  have  been  the  man  wTio 
is  meuiionedon  page  11  in  the 
Sc  h e n k 1 'e  1 d t'  r ’ s ‘ • Ge  n e a 1 o g i (,‘a  1 
Record,”  and  the  George  Hey- 
rlrick,  son-in-law,  of  George 
Hoffman,  mentioned  in  a pre- 
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vious  sketch,  appart-ntly  must 
have  been  a man  or  whom  no 
notice  is  taken  in  the  “Genea- 
logical Record/'  and  if  so,  the 
date  of  his  death  as  it  is  there 
given  must  be  incoi-rect  and 
unknown.  Though  it  possibly 
may  have  been  the  same  man. 
The  widow  Heydrick  after- 
ward sold  out  and  released  all 
her  right  and  claim  of  the  dower 
in  the  land  to  the  legatee,  A bra 
ham  Heydrick.  The  latter  was 
married  to  Catharine  Weber, 
but 'soon  after  having  possession 
of  the  farm  he  died  intestate 
and  without  issue. 

The  author  of  the  “Genea- 
logical Re<iord  of  the  Schwenk- 
felders’’  takes  no  notice  of  this 
xAbraham  Heydrick,  nor  of  his 
his  father,  and  who  the  latter 
was  w'e  can  not  say.  Letters  of 
administration  on  tlie  estate 
were  then  granted  to  th^  widow 
Catharine  P^eydrick  and  her 
brother,  Jacob  V\'ebei\  Thc.'e 
administrators  then  gave  lawful 
notice  to  all  th.e  heirs  in  Ger- 
many, by  an  instrument  of 


writing  which  was  drawn  up 
and  signed  by  all  the  heirs  as 
follows,  namely  : Christopher 

Berner,  Godfred  Berner.  John 
George  Schultz,  Rosina  Schultz, 
Christopher  Meschter,  Mary 
Meschter,  Jeremiah  Renner, 
Susanna  Renner,  Anna  Regina 
Ambert,  John  Christopher  Sh Li- 
bert, Jeremiah  Beer.  Melcher 
Groh,  John  Christopher  Groh, 
xAbraham  Groh,  and  David 
Groh,  Jeremiah  Geissler.  Regina 
Geissler,  Godfred  Fritcli,  Anna 
Maria  F^ritch,  Gorlfred  Geissler 
and  Regina  (Peissler;  all  these 
lieirs  by  their  instrument  of 
writing  of  a firm  release,  dated 
at  Armenrah  in  Court  in  Silecia, 
in  Germany.  May  14.  ITbO  for 
the  consirleration  therein  men- 
tioned, did  grant  and  conhrm  to 
the  said  Catharine  Heydrick  all 
right,  sliare,  portionyuai  claim 
of  land  of  the  .^aid  Alri-aliam 
Heydrick,  deceased,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, to  licr  and  to  her  heirs 
forever  d'he  said  I’elease  was 
written  in  the  German  langu- 
age and  was  certified  by  his 
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Royai  Prussian  Majesty’s  Com- 
missioned Provincial  Counseller, 
of  Goldberg,  and  George  Red- 
eaai  in  the  Principality  of  Lieg- 
nitz,  signed  by  John  Gotlob 
Boerner,  Bailiff,  of  the  Heredit- 
ary Jurisdiction,  and  five  jurati. 
It  was  then  entered  and  recom- 
mended in  the  Chamber  of 
Judicature  at  Armenruh.  May 
14,  1769.  The  whole  instru- 
ment signed  and  delivered  at 
the  same  time  by  a true  and 
sworn  translation  in  English 
was  recorded  in  Philadelphia, 
kc.  15y  a little  reflection  it  will 
be  seen  what  an  immense 
amount  of  trouble  and  anxiety 
it  must  have  caused  the  widow, 
what  expense  was  incurred,  and 
through  what  hands  the  paper 
had  to  pass  until  no  one  else 
could  claim  her  property.  As 
she  was  considered  a rich  young- 
widow  it  was  not  long  until  .-he 
had  an  offer  of  marriage  which 
she  accepted,  tlKaarh  this  time 
not  with  a Schwenkteider,  hut 
with  a Quaker,  who.'-e  name  was 
do.seph  Lukens.  He  was  a 
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saddler  by  trade  and  lived  in 
IVhitemarsh  township.  By  his 
intermarriage  he  also  obtained 
to  a certain  extent  a right  to 
her  property,  and  then  they 
together  sold  the  farm,  still  of 
the  same  size  and  extent  as  at 
first,  to  Andrew  Kriebel,  of 
Lower  Salford,  for  £480,  May 
27,  1772. 

The  latter  owned  this  farm 
about  fifty  years  and  then  sold 
it  to  Benjamin  Alderfer  of  Low- 
er Salford  for  $5300,  August 
12,  1822.  Here  this  property 
ceased  to  be  a Schw  enkfelder 
farm.  The  latter  owmed  these 
])rernises  nearly  four  years 
when  he  and  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth tran.sferred  the  same  to  their 
son,  John  Alderter,  for  $5300, 
April  26,  1826.  It  was  still  the 
same  106  acres  and  fifty-seven 
perches. 

John  Alderfer  died  here 
March  3,  1843,  though  he  own- 
ed this  farm  seventeen  years 
and  his  tarniiy  after  his  deatn 
owned  it  yet  six  years,  in  the 
meantime  it  was  reduced  to 
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eighty  acres.  Apparently,  let- 
ters of  administration  had  been 
granted  to  Benjamin  G.  iVlder- 
fer,  Jr.,  or  else  he  had  taken  the 
farm  at  the  appraisement,  for 
he  sold  the  same  to  John  Kratz, 
of  Lower  Salford,  for  84240,  and 
gave  a conveyance  in  his  name 
dated  April  9,  1S49,  subject  to 
the  annual  payment  of  the  in- 
terest on  a dower  of  §1731.33 
at  five  per  cent.  Seven  years 
later  on  April  4,  1856,  John 
Kratz  and  wife,  Margaret,  sold 
and  convej-ed  this  same  proper- 
ty to  Peter  Ilunsperger,  still 
subject  to  the ' same  dower. 
The  latter  owned  and  occupied 
this  farm  twelve  years  when  he 
and  his  wife,  Margaret,  sold  the 
same  messuage  and  eighty  acres 
ot  land  to  Abraham  D.  Delp, 
and  gave  a conveyance  dated 
xApril  3,  1868,  still  subject  to 
the  same  dower  and  interest. 
But  the  widow  of  eloiin  Alderfer, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mar- 
garet Grater,  and  who  after- 
ward married  Joseph  Detweiler, 
died  in  1873,  and  the  dower 


was  paid  out,  so  that  Mr.  Delo 
now  has  a clear  title. 

We  have  now  gone  over  the 
whole  township  from  farm  to 
tarm  and  have  told  our  readers 
all  we  could  about  each  farm 
and  family  so  far  as  we  thought 
it  was  interesting,  and  even 
around  the  boarders  of  the 
township  we  tried  to  turn  up 
some  interesting  matters.  We 
have  yet  a few  more  things  to 
relate  which  we  wish  to  pre- 
serve from  the  destruction  of 
Time,  and  then  we  will  close 
up  our  history. 

TAX  LIST  OF  1734. 

We  will  now  present  our 
readers  with  a reliable  list  of 
names  of  settlers  in  the  town- 
ship in  1734,  or  before,  as 
as  follows:  Gerhart  Clem- 

ens, Jacob  Clemens,  John  Clem- 
ens, Hans  Michael  Wagley, 
Valentine  Kratz,  Hans  Ulrich 
Bergey,  Jacob  Engar,  Hans 
George  Booeher,  Nicholas  Hol- 
deman.  Galley  Helllefmgei*. 
John  Lederach,  Andrew  Led- 
eracli,  Hiehman  Kolb,  Hans 
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Cleminer,  Hans  Heiff,  Jacob 
Reift,  George  Reiff,  John  Scholl, 
John  Vincent  Meyer,  Jacob 
Hoffman,  Gal)riel  Shuler,  John 
Johnson,  Christian  Stauffer, 
John  Isaac  Kline,  Henry  Ruth, 
Christian  Allebach.  Jacob  Price, 
John  Henry  Snyder,  Christian 
Moyer,  Hans  Meyer,  Samuel 
Meyer,  Christian  Croll,  Henrj^ 
Slingluff,  Andrew  Swartz  and 
Claus  Uplinger.  Of  these  John 
Sholl  and  Dielman  Kolb  un- 
doubtedly were  the  first,  while 
Jacob  Ermer  and  Hans  George 
Boocher  du  not  appear  to  have 
lived  on  tljeir  lands. 

When  our  forefathers  came 
to  these  bosky  shores  they  set- 
tled down  in  the  forest,  in  great 
privation,  and  cleared  away  the 
timber.  Thev  endured  incon- 
ceivable hardships  and  often 
suffered  for  want  of  food  and 
clothing.  They  sometimes  be- 
ciirne  sick  but  the  physicians 
were  fnv  and  fii’  between. 
Tools  ot  all  kinds,  farming  im- 
[)lements,  cattle,  horses  and 
other  doiiiestic  animals  of  all 
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kinds  were  scarce  and  hard  to 
get.  The  tools  and  farming 
implements  were  heavy,  un- 
handy and  rudely  made  things, 
and  those  who  had  to  handle 
them  had  to  tug  and  toil  early 
and  late  to  make  a living.  They 
did  not  indulge  in  luxuries, 
fineries  and  superfluities  were 
kept  at  a distance.  Wages 
were  low,  money  was  scarce 
and  hard  to  get.  Much  could 
be  said  of  the  hardships,  the 
privations,  the  suffering  and 
want  some  of  them  endured, 
but  we  will  now’  pass  on  and 
give  our  readers  a list  of  the 
tax-payers  in  the  time  of  the 
Revolution. 

ASSESSMENT  OF  LOWER  SALFORD, 

1776. 

We  give  credit  to  the  re- 
searches of  William  J.  Buck, 
the  historian,  for  the  following  : 

Jacob  Reiff,  Jr.,  assessor,  and  Williaiu 
Gerijas,  cjllector.  KadiJ.ph  Harley.  '-200 
acres,  4 liorscs  and  S cows  ; .lac’ol*  Grubb, 
IJOa.,  J ii.,  oc.;  Harman  .Vohey,  4.1  a.,  ‘2 
li..  'ie.:  (.labr'.el  Ivline,  bV)  a.,  1 servanr, 
3 borses,  .ac.;  Jae^'b  ..Vlderier.  1 h.,  3 c.; 
Isaac  Ivrat/.,  2 h..  *2  c ; Valentine  Kratz, 
1“»0  a.,  ‘2  li.,  4 c.;  William  Gerjjfas,  I.')!)  a., 
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3 h..  5 c.;  Abraham  Clemens.  250  a.,  4 1j., 
7 c,;  Christian  Bergey,  150  a..  5 h..  7 c.: 
Christian  Halteinan,  130a..  3h.,  3c*.;  Isaac 
Markley,  125  a.,  oh..  5 e.;  Henry  Hcttij- 
finger.  180  a..  2 h..  2 c.;  .Jacob  HelUe- 
finoer,  1 h.,  2c.:  Godshalk  Godshalk.  150 
a..  3h.,  5 c.;  Andrew  Ziegler,  320  a.,  1 
h.,  2 c.,  Dillinan  Zieg-ler.  220  a>,  4 li.  6 
c.;  Henry  I.ederach,  132  a.,  2 h..  0 c.: 


Jacob  Clemens,  150  a.,  2 h.. 

6 

c. 

; Christo- 

pher  Dickensbied.  100  a.. 

1 

h„  2 c.; 

Frederick  Dickeusliicd.  32  a 

o 

h„  3 c.: 

Nicholas  Schwenk.  Smith.  1 

5i 

) a 

.,  3 h..  4 

c.;  Daniel  Price.  345  a.,  4 h. 

8 

c. : John 

.Johnson.  -Ir..  2 h.,5c.;  Nicholas  .Johnson, 
deceased,  estate.  150  acres ; Gab;-iel  Shu- 
ler, Jr.,  U)0  a.,  oh.,  5 c.;  Rudolph  Har- 
ley, Jr.,  3 h,,  0 c..  Andrew  Ziegler,  Jr., 

3 h.,  G c,;  .John  Smith,  Miller.  1 h..  3 c,: 

George  Schwenk, ; Frederick  Alder- 

ler.  miller,  400  a..  3h..  3 c..  and  a grist 
mill  ; Peter  Freed.  200  a..  1 servant  3 li.. 
7 c.;  John  Freed,  100  a,.  1 h..  1 c.:  Garret 
Staffer,  103  a , 2 h.,  G c.;  Jacob  Shoemak- 
er, 141  a.,  2 h,,  1 c,,  a cripj)le  : Jacob 
Shoemaker,  Jr.,  2 c.:  Henry  C.issel,  10(i 
a.,  2 h.,  3 c,;  Jacob  Reitf,  George  Reiff, 
:<j00a.,  1 servant,  4 h.,  G c.,  Jacob  Reii% 
.Jr,,  275  a,,  2 negrcK-s,  5 h.,  9.,  30  acres  in 
Towamencin,  8 children  ; Philip  Stong, 
178  a.,  3 h..  6 c.,  eleven  children  ; Mathias 
Stauffer,  80  i.,  1 h,,  4 c.;  Jo.seph  Evans.  2 
c.:  Christian  M../yer.  232  a.,  5 h..  7 c.; 
Christian  Stauffer,  38  a,,  1 c,.  Bernard 
Getz,  120  a,,  3 h.,  4 c.;  .Jacob  Bo.*^sarr, 
129  a.,  3 h.,  3 c.;  Valentine  Haake, 

(Hagey.)  1 c.;  Samuel  Deln.  140  :n.  3 h . 

4 c.;  Christoplier  lb.tfii\an.  83  c. , 2 ii.,  4 
c.;  William  Yocuni,  5o  a,.'  1 h.,  1 c.; 
Christopher  Kriel)ie,  125  a,,  3 h.,  5 <*., 
Andrew  Krieble,  lOo  a..  2 in,  c.;  George 
Krieblc  125  a.,  2 h..  5 c.;  Gtorge  Ilev- 


drick,  100  a..  3 h.,  3 c. ; Michael  Ziegler, 
3 In,  4 c.;  Garret  Clemens,  135  a.,  3 In,  G 
c.;  Abraham  Alderfer,  1 h.,  2 c.;  Paul 
Kiiapper,  50  a.,  1 In,  3 c. ; John  Conrad,  1 
c.;  Henry  Hopple,  2.;  Henry  Reary, 
Christian  Dull.  John  Selmeider.  Single 
Men. — Yellis  Cassel,  H-mry  Welrman. 
Abraham  Garga.s.  Abraham  Bergey. 
William  Gerges,  GeihaiX  Clemens,  John 
Price,  Jacob  Harley,  Fretlerick  Leichtner, 
Abraham  Kriehel,  Abraham  Grubb  and 
Joseph  Alderfer. 

In  177G  there  were  sixty- 
four  tax-payers  and  tw'elve 
single  men  in  the  towuiship.  In 
1887  there  were  530  tax-pa\'ers 
in  the  township,  and  370  votes 
5vere  polled  at  the  election. 
The  average  number  of  deaths 
per  year  since  1880  is  twenty. 
In  1776  there  w^ere  134  horses 
and  240  cows  assessed  in  the 
towmship,  and  in  1881  there 
w'ere  540  horses  and  993  cattle 
that  w’ere  taxed,  besides  a num- 
ber ot  horses  and  ca,ttle  under 
four  years  old  wdiich  were  not 
assessed.  The  assessor  in  1887 
was  James  B.  Shisier.  Con- 
stable and  collector  oi  taxes, 

iliiam  Detweiler. 

We  can  not  give  oiir  readers 
a dehnite  idea  of  how  tiiimos 
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were  managed  in  the  Colonial 
times,  for  the  country  was  new 
yet  and  there  wa^  much  tim- 
ber. There  were  then  only  a 
few  public  roads,  but  private 
roads  led  throuo-h  the  woods 
and  sometimes  across  a tarm  so 
that  people  could  go  to  any 
place.  In  the  summer  time, 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs 
were  turned  out  into  the  woods 
to  pick  up  their  living  there. 
Hogs  and  sheep  became  tat  on 
acorns  and  received  very  little 
grain.  All  trie  grass  that  grew 
in  the  meadows  was  turned 
into  hay  tor  winter  use.  Xo 
grass  was  raised  in  the  fields  in 
those  days.  People  did  not 
know  that  they  could  raise  a 
crt'p  of  grass,  and  no  grass  seed 
was  sown.  Neither  did  they 
know  how  to  improve  their 
land.  In  the  beginning  of  tills 
century  wlien  some  people  be- 
gan to  raise  grass  and  a heavv 
sod  on  their  fields,  othe'*^  <'h- 
jeeted  to  it  on  the  giaumd  that 
it  was  too  hard  on  the  houses 
to  plow  it  down.  Horses, 


cattle  and  sheep  were  generally 
marked  and  bells  were  put  on 
them  when  they  were  turned 
out.  These  '^nimals  often  be- 
came lost,  but  '’earch  was  then 
made  for  them  when  they  did 
not  return  again  at  evening. 

O O 

Hogs  seldom  lost  themselves, 
but  sheep  often,  for  they  were 
sometimes  chased  b}‘  dogs. 
Whole  docks  were  sometimes 
destroyed  by  dogs,  and  a sheep 
dog  was  generally  as  free  as  a 
bird  to  be  shot. 

In  the  winter  season  farmers 
generally  stood  in  tlmir  barns 
threshing  out  their  grain  with 
the  Hail.  They  did  not  have 
threshing  machines  nor  anv 
other  machinery.  Young  people 
of  our  time  have  no  idea  how 
our  forefathers  plagued  them- 
selves for  a scanty  living. 

A certain  writer  describing 
the  old  time  customs  says : 
“Prior  to  the  American  Ilevo- 
liition  every  colonial  farmhouse 
and  t 'erv  biacksmidi  sho[»  was 
a iiianuh  etory,  tor  every  thi  'g 
was  literacy  maiinf-ctured,  thit 
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is,  made  by  hand.  The  black- 
smith hammered  out  axes,  hoes, 
forks,  spades,  plowshares, 
scythes  and  nails.  A taiioress 
went  from  bouse  to  house  to 
make  up  the  winter  clothing, 
and  was  foilo\ved  by  the  shoe- 
maker. The  farmer  prepared 
the  leather  from  skins  which 
had  lain  in  the  vat  for  a year, 
and  his  wife  made  ready  the 
cloth.  Spinning  wheels  buzzed 
from  morning  till  night.  Skeins 
of  woolen  and  linen  yarn  hung 
on  the  walls  of  every  house. 
Seated  on  the  loom-seat  the 
best  woman  of  the  family  plied 
shuttle  and  treadles,  weaving 
blankets,  sheets,  table  cloths, 
towels,  bed  curtains,  window 
curtains,  flannels,  and  cloth  for 
garments. 

“Every  woman  in  the  house- 
hold manufactured  something. 
The  aged  grandmother  spun 
flax  with  the  little  wheel,  the 
youngest  daughter  carded  wool, 
and  the  oldest,  if  the  men  were 
busy,  liatcheled  flax.  It  was 
hand  work  that  did  it,  and  every 


hand  did  what  it  could  best  do. 
The  women  wdiose  “work  was 
never  done,”  not  only  carded, 
spun  anil  wove,  but  they  milked 
the  COW'S,  made  butter,  bread 
and  cheese,  soap  and  candles, 
cooked  the  food,  did  the  wash- 
ing, and  in  harvest  raked  ha}% 
pulled  flax,  and  dug  potatoes. 

The  neighbor  w'ho  happened 
in  for  an  atteimoon’s  gossip 
brought  her  w'ork  along.  The 
mother  patched  or  knitted,  as 
she  rested  by  the  fireside,  or 
quartered  apples  for  the  children 
to  “string”  and  hang  in  the 
morning  in  festoons  on  the 
sunny  outside  walls.  All  were 
busy — ahvays  busy.” 

We  must  remember  that 
many  of  ' our  forefathers  Med 
from  religious  intolerance  and 
the  rod  ot  persecution,  from 
their,  homes  in  Europe,  to  the 
wild  shores  of  the  Dehuvare. 
Tliey  first  came  to  German- 
town. from  w' he  nee  they  went 
out  into  the  forests  and  settled 
dow'u,  under  many  privations 
and  inconveniences,  where  thev 
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could  enjoy  religious  libeidy. 
Freedom  of  conscience  and  the 
lil)erty  of  worshiping  God  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  thereof 
we)e  the  boons  which  they 
craved  more  than  anything  else. 
The  Quakers  were  English  and 
settled  mostly  in  the  lower 
districts,  but  the  settlers  ot  this 
township  were  Germans.  They 
were  mostly  composed  of  Men- 
nonites,Dunkards  and  Schwenk- 
felders  of  those  belonging  to  the 
peace  sects  or  non-combatant 
persuasions.  But  with  them 
came  also  the  Lutherans  and 
Reformed.  These  five  sects 
settled  in  Lower  Salford  and 
never  molested  each  other. 

George  Rawlinson,  A.  M., 
author  of  “The  Seven  Great 
Monarcliies  of  the  Ancient 
Eastern  World,”  and  of  “The 
Religions ofthe  Ancient  \\'orld,” 
in  the  perface  to  the  latter  wcndv 
says  : “During  the  twenty-one 

years  that  1 have  occupied  that 
chair  (in  tlie  Lniversity  of  Ox- 
ford) 1 have  continually  ielt 
more  and  more  that  the  real 


history  of  nations  is  bound  up 
with  the  history  of  their  re- 
ligions, and  that,  unless  these 
are  carefully  studied  and  accur- 
ately known,  the  inner  life  of 
nations  is  not  apprehended,  nor 
is  their  history  understood.” 
Therefore,  since  it  is  certainly 
so,  that  the  real  history  of  a 
people  is  the  history  of  their 
religion,  we  will  now  gice  our 
readers  yet  a sketch  of  history 
of  each  of  the  four  places  of 
worship  in  Lower  Salibrd, 
though  there  are  only  three  of 
those  places  yet  remaining  in 
the  township.  We  will  com- 
mence with  a sketch  of 
THE  SKIPPACK  REFORMED  CHURCH. 

It  was  a source  of  joy  to  me 
when  I discovered  that  old 
manuscript  mentioned  in  the 
sketch  of  Jacob  Hoffman,  page 
113,  in  the  shape  of  a return 
from  the  court  of  Philadelphia 
in  regal’d  to  a proposed  road 
from  Isaac  Kleins  to  F'ehx 
Good's  mill.  In  that  manu- 
script was  the  date  of  173G,  and 
the  church  was  mentioned,  the 
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road  which  was  wanted  was 
represented  as  a necessity  for 
the  accommodati  ai  of  people 
worshiping  in  that  house,  prov- 
ing that  the  edihce  was  standing, 
the  church  apparent!}"  in  a 
flourishing  condition  and  tlie 
date  thereot  given.  But  when 
vvasjhat  building  erected  I This 
is  a fair  question  and  one  that 
has  often  been  asked.  In  reply 
I should  say,  it  could  not  have 
bten  built  before  1728,  because 
the  land  was  owned  by  Samuel 
Bowel,  of  the  city  ot  Philadel- 
phia. until  near  the  close  of  the 
year  1727.  Apparently  it  was 
not  an  expetisive  structure,  be- 
ing built  of  logs  the  expense  ol' 
its  erection  was  not  very  high. 

It  was  built  by  Jacob  Reilf,  the 
elder,  see  page  99  to  109.  It 
stood  near  the  house  now  stand- 
ing there,  recently  built  by  Dill- 
man  Smider.  When  I was  a 
lad  of  ten  summers  the  place 
where  the  church  had  stood 
was  strewn  by  nuiiicr'  as  small 
stones,  being  the  remse  of  that 
demoli.'hicd  edifu  j.  Xear  what 
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was  then  Christian  x\lle bach’s 
barn  stood  an  old  log  house,  the 
cellar  of  which  has  since  been 
utilized  for  an  icehouse.  About 
the  year  1840,  or  1841,  Christ- 
ian Allebach  took  down  that 
log  house  and  'removed  the 
material  out  on  the  church 
ground,  where  lie  had  a cellar 
dug,  and  built  a house,  the  first 
story  of  logs  and  the  second 
story  was  frame.  I have  since 
been  informed  by  members  of 
the  lleiff  family  that  the  log- 
house  which  1 have  mentioned 
had  been  built  of  material  which 
had  been  in  the  church  build- 
ing. Jesse  Anderson  moved 
into  the  new  house  on  the  old 
chur<di  ground  and  soon  after- 
w"ard  he  was  in  want  ot  a 
bakeoven,  he  then  began  to  dig 
the  foundation  for  it,  when,  lo 
and  behold  1 he  dug  into  the 
foundation  ot  the  old  cliurch 
and  took  out  nearly  enough 
Stones  to  build  his  bakeoven. 
T.  he  had  then  ^akeii  the  meas- 
urement ot  the  foundation  the 
exact  size  of  the  chiij-cii 
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might  have  been  ascertained. 
There  appears  to  be  no  lack  of 
evidence  to  prove  that  the 
church  was  organized  in  1727, 
and  Mr.  Dotterer  has  told  us 
who  the  officers  of  the  church 
were,  namely  : Wendel  Keib- 

er‘  Gerhart  Indehaven,  Christ- 
opher Schmidt  and  George  Reiff. 
The  latter  we  know  was  a resi- 
dent of  Saltoi’d,  and  Gerhart 
Indehotien  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Perkiomen  township. 
Some  one  may  perhaps  ask,  did 
you  not  furnish  William  J. 
Buck,  the  historian,  who  wrote 
out  the  liistory  of  Lower  Sal- 
ioi'd  in  tile  late  ‘'History  of 
Mont  gonioy  County,”  with  tlie 
names  of  Jacob  Deeiner,  Mich- 
ael Hii:ei»ass.  Peter  Hillegass, 
Jost  Schmidr,  Henrich  ^\"eller, 
Jacob  Siegel  and  William 
Roericii,  as  trustees  of  Reid’s 
Church  1 In  answer,  I say  no, 
1 did  not ! for  I knew  there 
were  no  such  {leojde  with  those 
names  in  these  ' parts.  Mr. 
Dotterer  ii;»s  shown  us  plainly 
under  tlie  head  of  Jacob  Reiff, 


on  page  102,  that  those  men 
were  the  elders  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Reformed  church,  and 
not  those  of  Skippack.  The 
whole  mistake  had  been  made 
by  Rev.  Flenry  Harbaugh,  who 
misplaced  the  officials  of  the 
Philadelphia  church  to  the  Skip- 
pack,  and  other  who  have  writ- 
ten about  tiie  Skippack  church 
since,  have  copied  from  him. 
We  know  for  a certainly  that 
George  Reiff  was  a resident  of 
Lower  Salford,  Dewalt  Young,  of 
Upper  Salford,  and  Gerhart  In- 
ddiaven,  of*  Perkiomen  town- 
ship. while  those  otlier  men 
were  strangers  in  these  parts. 

In  all  probability  this  was 
the  first  organized  Reformed 
church  in  Pennsylvania,  and  if 
the  building  was  erected  in 
1728,  it  was  undoubtedly  the 
first  edifice  ot  tlie  kind  in  this 
State.  It  is  also  very  probable 
that  they  had  preacliing  in  their 
private  hous(;s  by  Rev. 

Phiii[)  Boehm  l>et‘ore  they  made 
an  elfort  to  organize  themselves, 
tor  he  was  well  ac([uainted  with 
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the  people  in  these  parts,  and 
owned  the  land  on  which  part 
of  the  village  ol  Harleysville  is 
built.  Considering  these  things, 
and  his  intimacy  with  Gabriel 
Shuler  and  others  of  his  de- 
nomination, it  appears  very 
- probable  that  he  might  have 
been  the  first  preacher  in  this 
church,  and  left  no  record  of  it  ; 
while  two  others,  Rev.  George 
Michael  Weiss  and  Rev.  John 
Henry  Goetshy  have  lett  their 
names  here. 

Surrounded  at  that  time  al- 
ready by  the  Mennonite  element 
shrewd  men  could  not  fail  to 
have  seen  that  this  church  was 
not  located  at  the  right  place, 
and  that  was  probably  one 
reason  why  it  tailed.  Accord- 
ins  to  tradition  the  failure  was 
all  owing  to  Jacob  Re  iff,  the 
elder,  for  not  giving  a deed  to 
the  church  for  the  land.  Fifty 
acres  of  land  had  been  paid  for 
out  of  the  church  tund,  because 
the  church  had  more  money 
than  was  needed  to  pay  for  the 
building.  It  appears  that  the 


graveyard  continued  to  be  used 
as  a burial  place  till  near  the 
close  of  the  last  century,  be- 
cause some  of  the  Stongs  who 
lived  on  the  farm  now  beh)ni>ino' 

cz  o 

to  Abraham  B.  Alderfer  are 
buried  there.  I used  to  he^r 
that  some  of  the  Stongs  in 
Worcestei*  came  up  with  their 
axes,  took  the  liberty  to  cut 
down  trees,  and  enclosed  tlie 
graveyard  with  a fem;e,  or  re- 
paired the  fence  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  century.  But  in 
1838,  when  I became  accpiaint- 
ed  there,  the  fence  was  only 
along  one  side  of  the  graveyard. 
All  the  gravestones  with  names 
on  were  soap  stones,  but  thei-e 
were  manj^  rough  stones  with- 
out names,  and  some  of  them 
‘sunk  down  to  be  visible  only  at 
the  tO[).  As  long  as  the  land 
belonged  to  the  Reiffs  and  to 
Allebaeii  the  graveyard  was  not 
desecrated.  But  after  that 
house  was  built  there  seventeen 
acres  of  land  were  sold  to  Jesse 
Anderson,  but  the  graveyard 
wjis  not  sold,  it  was  reserved 
in  the  deed. 
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Mr.  Anderson  raised  a fam- 
ily of  boys  who  did  not  have 
much  to  do  as  they  grew  up, 
and  they  frequently  tried  their 
strength  in  pulling  up  of  those 
stones.  But  in  December, 
1859,  the  property  was  sold  by 
the  sheriff,  John  W.  Stouffer, 
to  George  Nuss,  a German,  who 
cleaned  out  the  graveyard  and 
plowed  it  around.  Several 
neighbors  remonstrated  with 
him  against  it,  but  he  told  them 
he  had  bought  it  ail  and  he 
would  farm  it  all.  About  the 
year  1877,  Bev.  Schultz  and 
Dr.  Weiser  visited  the  place 
when  Jacob  Clemens  owned  the 
land  ; they  procured  a long 
stone  which  they  took  there 
and  ordered  him  to  plant  it  in 
the  middle  of  the  graveyard. 
As  Mr.  Clemens  did  not  know 
where  the  graveyard  had  been, 
he  sent  for  Jesse  Anderson, 
who  came,  and,  with  the  as- 
sistance ol  sever:il  neighbors, 
they  dug  down  into  a grave  and 
planted  that  stone  to  mark  the 
place  where  the  graveyard  had 
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been.  But  atter  Dillrnan  Souder 
had  bought  the  property  he 
dug  out  the  stone  and  took  it 
away.  So  there  is  nothing 
there  now  to  mark  the  place 
where  the  dead  repose. 

There  has  been  considerably 
written  by  different  individuals 
of  late  years  about  the  Skippack 
Reformed  church  and  the  in- 
cidents connected  therewith. 
They  all  go  over  nearly  the 
same  ground. 

The  following  is  from  the 
Guardian,  a monthly  magazine, 
published  in  Philadelphia,  by 
the  Reformed  Church  Publica- 
tion Board,  July  1883  : 

“It  has  been  usual  to  regard 
the  Skippack  Church,  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  as  the  oldest 
Reformed  Church  in  Pennsyl- 
vania— though  a very  piau sable 
plea  has  been  advanced  in  flxvor 
of  the  church  in  Philadelphia — 
and  to  fix  the  date  of  its  or- 
2;anization  as  1726  or  1727 ; 
but  it  IS  now  apparent  that  the 
true  date  must  be  at  a some- 
what earlier  period.  Fh'om  an 
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interesting  memorial  addressed, 
in  1728  to  the  Classis  of  Am- 
sterdam by  the  Reformed 
Churches,  at  Falkner  Swamp, 
Skip})ack  and  \Miitemarsh,  it 
appears  that  Rev.  John  Philip 
Boehm  began  preaching  at  the>e 
places  at  least  as  early  as  1720. 
Within  ten  }'ears  of  this  date,  at 
least  a dozen  churches  were 
organized,  and  it  seems  impiossi- 
ble  to  ascribe  priority  to  any 
one  of Ihem. 

“It  may  be  well  in  this  con- 
nection to  give  a brief  sketch  of 
the  career  of  the  minister>  who 
were  first  in  the  held,  and  who 
may  therefore  be  regarded  as 
the  pioneers  of  tlie  Reformed 
Churches  in  Pennsyi vania. 

“John  Philip  Boehm  had 
been  a schoolmaster  in  the  city 
of  Worms,  and  having  been 
persecuted  by  the  Roman 
Catholics,  had  come  to  America, 
not  later  than  1720.  in  tlie 
momorlal  to  which  we  had  al- 
ready referred,  it  is  slated  that 
shortly  alter  his  arrival  he  had 
been  appointed  ‘Reader,’  and 


had  served  in  this  capacity  for 
hve  years.  Then  lie  was  re- 
quested to  assume  the  office  of 
pastor,  and  accepted  the  call,  as 
there  was  no  one  at  hand  who 
was  so  well  qualilied  fur  the 
office.  At  this  time,  it  is  said, 
his  congregations  were  not 
aware  of  the  irregularly  of 
their  course.  For  three  years 
Boehm  tlius  continued  to  serve 
the  churches  at  Fad kner  Swamp, 
Skippack  and  Whitemarsh  with- 
out regular  ordination.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  tile  Rew 
George  Michael  A eis  had  ar- 
rived in  Pennsy  1 vania,  and,  as 
the  latter  Was  recognizefi  as  a 
regularly  ordained  minister, 
there  was  a division  among  the 
people.  Some  adhered  to  their 
former  pastor,  while  others  in- 
sisted that  he  had  no  right  to 
preach-  Boehm  himself  was 
convinced  of  the  in-egularity  of 
his  course,  and  in  172S,  his 
three  ca>n.: re ga lions  i-e([uested 
the  Dutcii  Beformed  Churclies 
of  New  Yui'k'  to  ordain  him. 
The  matter  was  referi'ci]  to  the 
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Classis  of  Ainj^terdam,  and  after 
cunsiderable  delay  the  request 
was  granted,  and  Boehm  was 
ordained,  in  New  York,  on  the 
23rd  of  November,  1729,  by 
Rev  Henriens  Boel  and  Gual- 
terius  Dii  Bois.  ecclesias- 

tical acts  were  also  ratified  and 
declared  valid. 

‘^Froin  this  time  forth  Boehm 
continued  in  the  most  intimate 
relations  with  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  and  Weis  stcod  by 
his  side  as  a faithfid  coadjutor. 

•‘Father  Boelim  resided  in 
IViiitpain  township,  Montgom- 
erw  county,  and  is  said  to  liave 
preached  for  some  time  in  his 
own  house.  From  this  assem- 
bly sprang  the  congregation 
which  is  now  known  as  ‘Boehm’s 
Cliurch.  He  also  preached  in 
Philadelphia,  and  made  exten- 
sive missionary  journeys. 
^\diile  preaching  in  Philadel- 
pfiia,  he  became  involved  in  a 
controversy  with  (Jount  Zinzen- 
dorf,  and  published  several 
pamplilets.  Though  not  hiiiiiiy 
educated,  Mi‘.  Boehm  was  not 


ignorant,  as  was  sometimes 
intimated  by  his  apponents.  * 
When  Schlatter  ar- 
rived, he  found  in  him  a faith- 
ful assistant,  and  he  always 
refers  to  him  with  the  most 
profound  respect.  ' He  died 
suddenly,  on  May  1st,  1749, 
after  having  on  the  previous 
day  administered  the  Holy 
Supper  to  the  Egypt  congreg.i- 
tion. 

“George  Michael  Weis  was 
born  about  A.  D.,  1700,  at 
Stebbeck  in  the  valley  of  the 
Neckar,  in  Germany,  and  died 
about  1763,  at  New  Goshen- 
hoppen,  Montgomery  count}’. 
Pa.  Fie  was  educated  at  Heid- 
elburg,  and  came  to  America  as 
an  ordained  minister  in  1727, 
in  company  with  about  four 
hundred  colonists,  most  of  whom 
apper  to  have  been  members  of 
the  Reformed  Church.  He 
organized  the  Preformed  Churcii 
of  Philadelpliia,  and  also  p readi- 
ed at  Skippack.  In  1729,  he 
returned  to  Holland,  in  com- 
[)any  with  an  Elder  named 
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Reiff,  to  collect  I'uncls  for  church- 
buildino*.  * * .*  On  his  re- 

turn  to  America,  he  settled  in 
the  colony  of  New  York,  where 
he  labored  till  1740  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  took  charge  of  the 
congregation  at  New  Goshen- 
hoppen  and  Great  Swamp 
where  he  labored  until  his  death. 
xY  full  account  of  his  career 
may  be  found  in  Di'.  Weiser’s 
recent  monograph. 

'•John  Henry  Goetschius  (or 
Goetschy)  was  a native  of  Zu- 
rich, in  xSwitzerland.  Concern- 
ing his  personal  history,  we 
know'  very  little.  He  was,  how- 
ever, careful  to  provide  the 
churches  which  he  .served  with 
corurreo’ational  record.s,  in  whicii 
his  i\ame  has  been  preserved 

“In  1731,  he  was  pastor  at 
New”  Goshenhoppen,  and  enter- 
ed on  the  title  })age  of  the  churHi 
record,  the  names  of  thti  con- 
give'utions  which  he  simultane- 
ously served,  viz  : .Skippack, 

Old  GosheTdiop[>en.  New  Gosh- 
enhegjpen,  Sv/amp,  Saucon, 
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Egypt,  Macedonia,  Mosiilem, 
Oley,  Bern  and  Tulpehocken. 
What  an  enormous  diocese  ! 
In  the  region  which  he  occupied, 
there  are  at  present,  probably, 
more  than  fifty  Reformed  min- 
isters.” 

W e have  no  record  of  “anv 
other  ministers  preaching  in 
Reilf’s  Church,  but  these  .state- 
mmits  of  these  ministers  are 
given  because  they  w”ere  con- 
nected therewutii. 

THE  MEX.XOXITE  rHERCII. 

There  has  been  considerable 
inquiry  by  historians  heretofore 
concerning  the  age  of  the  Men- 
nonite  cliurch  in  Salford,  but 
without  a satisfactoi'y  answ'er. 
We  will  now  tell  our  readers 
that  the  deed  given  by  Henry 
Ruth  and  his  wufe.  Modlena,  for 
ten  acres  of  land,  fortv  perches 
square,  w’as  made  by  lease  and 
]-elease.  dated  October  tlm  4tii 
and  otli,  1738.  It  wais  dou(“  iu 
in  this  way  ; Hetiry  Kuril  a.n'1 
ids  with  of  Salford  of  the  c>ne 
pai't  gi*ant(‘(}  to  Heni*y  Funk, 
Dielman  Kolb,  f ’hristian  Mover, 
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Jr.,  and  Abraham  ReilT  of  the 
other  part.  Of  the  second 
part  they  all  were  residents  of 
Franconia  • excepting  Dielman 
Kolb,  who  was  of  Salford. 
This  shows  us  wtio  the  first 
officials  of  the  church  were  and 
the  time  wfien  the  congregation 
was  organized.  The  two  first 
were  ministers,  the  first  a 
bishop,  Moyer  and  Reiff*  wei-e 
deacons  or  }^orsteher.’^  Ry 
referrino'  to  the  first  conveyance 
we  find  that  there  was  a build- 
ing of  some  kind  called  ‘ui 
tenement”  on  the  land  when  it 
was  purchased,  but  whether 
this  '‘tenement”  was  turned  into 
a meeting  house,  or  wliether  it 
was  used  as  the  residences  of 
the  sexton,  and  a new  meeting 
was  built,  we  do  not  find.  But 
we  see,  however,  tliat  in  all 
probability  the  first  meeting 
house  was  erected  here  late  in 
the  Autumn  of  1738.  It  rq)- 
pears  that  thei^e  four  <»tlicials 
were  cimsidereii  as  rhe  tr  iisti'Cs 
and  that  either  they  or  the 
church  were  m^t  satisfied  that 


they  should  have  the  deed  for 
the  land  with  the  meeting  house 
thereon  ail  in  their  name  and 
power.  Consequently  they 
had  Robert  Jones,  of  Worcest- 
er, to  write  a kind  of  convey- 
ance called,  a declaration  in 
which  those  four  officials,  Henry 
Funk,  Dielman  Kolb,  Christian 
Moyer,  Jr.,  and  Abraham 
Reiff' are  represented  as  of  the 
first  part  conveying  it  to  the 
church  as  the  second  part,  rep- 
resented by  Nicholas  Holdeman, 
Christian  iVllebaugh,  Henry 
Ruth,  Hans  Cdrich  Bergey, 
Hans  M yerman,  Garret  Clem- 
ens, Feltus  Kratz,  Jacob  Clem- 
ens, John  Clemens,  Hans  Reiff, 
and  Frederick  Alderfer,  of  Sal- 
ford : Christian  Meyer,  Sr., 

Andrew^  Swartz,  Henry  Clern- 
mer,  Jacob  Hackman.  Ulrich 
Hunts  Berger  and  .lacob  Landes, 
ot  Franconia,  ol  the  otrier  ])art. 

it  then  recites  that  tliese  ten 
acres  of  hind  by  the  boundaries 
tlierein  d(‘scribed  had  been  con- 
veyed by  ihmry  Kutli  and  liis 
wife  to  Hmiry  Funk,  Ditdmam 
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Koib,  Christian  Meyer,  Jr,,  and 
Abraham  Reifi  for  the  erection 
thereof  of  a “house  and  place  of 
religious  meetings  to  and  for 
the  people  called  Baptists  or 
Mennonists  within  the  said 
township  of  Salford.”  it  is 
further  stated  that  they  shall 
permit  and  suffer  the  said  piece 
of  land  whereon  the  said  house 
is  erectetl  “to  be  and  remain  a 
burial  place  for  the  burying  and 
interring  of  all  such  persons  as 
the  people  ^ q[‘  the 

said  Baptists  or  Mennonists 
shall  allow  of  and  for  and  to  no 
other  use  whatever.”  This 
manuscript  is  signed  and  sealed 
on  the  right  hand  by  Henry 
Funk  and  Die  I man  Koib.  and 
on  the  left  by  Christian  Meyer 
and  Abraham  Reiff  in  German. 
It  is  witnessed  by  John  Isaac 
Klein  and  Robert  Jones. 

It  appears  probable  that  mat- 
ters went  on  right  well  and  the 
c h u r c h [ ) r o s p (:•  re  d until  17  6 2 , 
or  before  that  time,  when  it  was 
considered  to  be  of  advantage 
to  their  clmrch  t(»  organize  a 


congregation  in  Franconia,  then 
called  Indian  Field,  and  afrer- 
waial  to  convey  back  to  the 
congregation  in  Salford  a Dec- 
laration OF  TRUST,  from  the 
two  surviving  trustees  I'esiding 
in  Franconia,  to  two  others  ot 
Salford.  Therefore  a declara- 
tion of  trust  nearly  similar  to 
the  first,  was  signed  on  Mai'ch 
25,  1765,  conveying  without 
any  consideration  the  land  and 
meeting  house  in  Salford  “to 
the  congregation  called  Men- 
nonists or  Menista  in  trust  to 
Cliristian  Funk  of  Franconia 
and  Jacob  Clemens  of  Lower 
Salford.”  This  manuscript 
commences  thus:  -'To  all 

Christian  rfopu:  to  whom  these 
present  shall  come  : We 

Christian  Moyer  of  Franconia 
and  Abraham  Reiff’  ot  Salfoj-d 
* ^ ^ .send  greeting  Ac. 

It  then  gives  a statement  of 
mattei's,  going  o\er  the  deed 
from  Ihmrv  11  nth  and  wife  r<> 
those  fouj'  officials  in  1758,  and 
the  Dkclaratiov  to  tlie. congre- 
gation as  already  stated,  an<l 
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emphatically  declarej<  that  the 
house  erected  on  this  ground  is 
“for  a meetino;  house  and  a 
school  house,”  and  the  ground 
is  for  a “place  to  bury  the  dead 
and  for  no  other  purpose  ” It 
recites  that  Henry  Funk  and 
Dielman  Kolb  are  dead  and 
that  Chi-istian  Moj’er  and  Abra- 
ham lleiffare  the  two  survivors. 
It  is  then  signed  on  the  right 

hand  side  bv  Christian  Mover 
^ %/ 

and  Abraham  Reiff,  and  on  the 
left  side  bv  three  witnesses ; 
the  name  of  the  first  is  illegible, 
the  other  two  are  John  Detweil- 
er  and  Martin  Bechtel,  of  Fran- 
conia, all  in  German. 

In  this  last  manuscript 
Abraham  Reiff  is  represented 
as  a,  resident  of  Salford,  which 
was  undoubtedly  a mistake,  but 
it  is  very  probable  that  he  re- 
moved from  Franconia  about 
that  time,  for  if  [ am  not  very 
much  mistaken  he  was  the  same 
Abraham  Reiff  who  died  iti 
N(»rth  Coventry  township, 
(diester  county,  in  1703,  leaving 
back  a large  lamily  ; for  in  his 


will  which  was  probated  De- 
cember 7,  1763,  he  mentioned  his 
grand-son,  Ulrich  Huntsh- 
berger,  and  his  wife’s  brother, 
Jacob  Moyer,  showing  that  his 
wife  had  been  Barbara  Moyer, 
which  all  corresponds  with  the 
names  ot  residents  of  Franconia. 
His  sons  were  Isaac,  Christian 
and  Abraham  ; his  daughters, 
Franica,  Anna,  Barbara  and 
Elizabeth,  and  - a son-in-law 
whose  name  was  Michael  Sentz- 
enich. 

Leaving  this  matter  we  will 
again  turn  our  attention  to  the 
meeting  house  lot.  It  has  been 
mentioned  that  it  is  asserted  in 
the  Declaratiox  of  trust  that 
the  house  shall  be  for  a meeting 
house  and  a school  house.  It 
we  will  now  turn  back  to  the 
“History  of  Harleysville,”  on 
page  7,  we  will  End  that  nearly 
all  those  names  appearing  in 
the  first  Declaration  appear  also 
with  others  in  that  company  ot 
twenty-seven  men  who  pur- 
cljased  the  lot  in  HarleysviHe, 
in  1758,  where  Dr.  R.K.  Keel- 
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er  now  lives.  Let  us  now  sup- 
pose that  the  first  meeting 
house  was  only  small  and  was 
inconvenient  tor  a school  house, 
and  after  using  it  some  time  for 
that  purpose,  they  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  It  would  be  bet- 
ter to  have  a house  especially 
for  a school,  and  therefore 
bought  the  lot  in  Harley-^ville. 
But  as  the  congregation  in- 
creased the  first  meeting  house 
became  tro  small  to  hold  its 
members,  and  abou*  the  year 
1770  it  became  necessary  to 
take  it  down  and  to  build  it 
larger.  It  appears  that  the 
first  meeting  house  stood  on  the 
east  side  of  the  graveyard,  but 
the  second  stood  very  near  the 
present  site. 

The  second  meeting  house 
had  two  apartments,  one  for 
worship  and  the  ether  for  a 
school  room.  After  the  new 
meeting  house  was  built  with  a 
school  room  in  it.  the  school 
was  taken  into  tiie  meeting 
house,  and  the  school  house  and 
lot  in  Ilarleysville  were  no  lung- 


er needed  for  that  purpose,  and 
therefore  the  survivors  of  the 
company  sold  the  latter  prem- 
ises in  April,  1771.  The  school 
room  in  the  meeting  house  was 
then  used  for  that  purpose  until 
1842,  when  an  octagon  school 
house  was  built,  which  stood 
there  until  1883,  when  a larger 
and  more  commodious  building 
WOKS  erected.  Of  the  teachers 
who  taught  here  w'e  wdil  speak 
in  a sketch  under  the  head  of 
“Education. The  pre.^ent 
meeting  house,  45  by  55  feet  in 
dimensions,  one  story  high, 
built  of  stone  in  1850,  is  nicely 
located  on  elevated  ground  wdth 
plenty  ot  open  space  around  on 
w'hich  are  built  lengthy  row's  of 
sheds,  for  the  protection  of 
horses  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  w'eather.  The  house  and 
yard  are  nicely  shaded  wdtli 
trees  planted  there,  and  the 
grave vard  is  wodled  in  on  three 
sides.  The  vralks  are  coverod 
wdth  gravel,  the  gates  and 
hitcliing  places  are  ke[)t  iiyorder, 
and  things  in  general  have  the 
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appearance  of  good  manage- 
ment. The  services  are  still 
conducted  in  the  Germrn  langu- 
age, though  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  they  Avill  find  it 
necessary  to  h^ve  their  services 
in  both  Gernum  and  Engrlish. 
The  church  is  in  a fiourishin.if 
condition  and  members  are 
added  every  year.  They  have 
not  been  troubled  by  any  schism 
since  the  separation  of  Christian 
Funk  and  his  adherents  over  a 
iumdred  years  ago.  The  pres- 
ent ifiinisters  are  Isaac  Clemens, 
Henry  S.  Bower  and  Jacob  C. 
Moyer.  The  ministers  in  the 
past  who  oificiated  here  were 
Flenry  Funk,  Die’.man  Kolb, 
Andrew  Zieiiler,  Christian 
Funk,  Jacob  Overholtzer, 
Christian  Holdeman,  Isaac  Al- 
derfer,  John  Bergey  aurl  Jacob 
Kulp.  There  was  one  John 
Bergey,  a minister,  probably  a 
son  of  Hans  Flrich  Jjeniey.  who 
pr«.)bably  served  Inn’t)  also.  See 
••Funk’s  Min-oi-.”  Christian 
Moyer,  Jison  of  Christian  .Moyer, 
Sr.,  wo!S  a minister  who  served 


at  the  “Plains.”  He  was  a 
brother  to  Henry  Funk’s  wife, 
and  an  uncle  to  Christian  Funk. 
See  “Funk’s  Mirror,”  page  28, 
English  edition.  This  thing 
should  have  been  mentioned  in 
the  sketch  of  the  Moyer  fiimily, 
but  was  accidently  omitted. 

The  graveyard  at  this  place 
is  large,  and  many  dead  are 
buried  here.  The  oldest  tomb- 
stone to  be  found  was  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Ann,  wife  of 
Hans  lleift*,  ‘dated  1741,  and 
only  the  initials  and  the  date 
are  on  it,  but  the  stone  was 
recently  broken  to  pieces,  which 
may  soon  be  lost.  The  sur- 
names on  the  stones,  which  we 
have  arranged  alphabetically, 
are  as  follows  : — Alderfer,  Alle- 
bach,  Anderson,  Anthonj’, 
Bean,  Bealer,  Benner,  Bechtel, 
Bergey,  Boger,  Boorse,  Boyer, 
Butterweck,  Cas.'^el,  Clemens, 
Clemmer,  Custer,  Help,  Det- 
weiler,  Detterv,  Eisenhart, 
Frederick,  Freed,  Gergas,  Ciod- 
schall,  Grofi,  Greis,  Halteman, 
Heckler,  Hedrick,  Hendricks, 
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Hoese,  Haering,  Habler,  Hiins- 
perger,  John.son,  Keely,  KiiL'sey, 
Klein,  Kolb,  Kulp,  Kratz, 
Krupp,  Larkens,  Landes,  Led- 
erach,  Lower,  Metz,  Metzger, 
Markley,  Moyer,  Musselman, 
Neisz,  Nyce,  Oster,  Ott,  Over- 
holtzer,  Pannepa.cker,  Richards, 
Ritter,  Rife,  Rosenberger,  Say- 
lor, Sander,  Shelley,  Schaefer, 
Springer,  Scholl,  Schott,  Sleifer, 
Snyder,  Stiver,  Strunk,  Stoll, 
Stiefel,  Schwenk,  Stauffer, 
Schatz,  Schlotterer,  Schultz, 
Tyson,  Trurnbauer,  Wambold, 
Weand.  \Vtd;er,  W eil,  Weirinan. 
Ziegler.  'I’lie  Alderfers  are  the 
most  numerous.  Besides  those 
mentioned  there  are  others  who 
have  only  rough  stones,  some 
have  initial  on  and  some  have 
nothing.  Of  those  we  can  men- 
tion the  Dickenshieds,  De 
Haven,  Hum  el  and  others. 

THE  URETHREV  OR  DL'XKARD 

niURni. 

The  ]>retliren  or  German 
Baptist — iiKU’e  genorally  known 
as  Dunkard  chui’ch,  at  Indian 
Creek,  was  fur  a long  time  a 
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branch  of  the  church  in  Ger- 
mantown. At  what  time  it  was 
organized  into  a separate  or- 
ganization can  not  now  be  as- 
certained. For  a long  time 
meetings  were  held  in  private 
houses  commencing  probably  so 
far  back  as  1723;  for  in  that 
year  the  church  in  Germantown 
was  organized,  and  Jacob  Price, 
a minister,  settled  here  already 
in  1720  or  1721.  At  what 
time  the  first  meetinghouse  was 
(erected  here  is  not  exactly 
known,  but  it  very  probably 
was  about  the  close  of  the  la.^t 
centurrr  Or  it  might  have 
been  in  1806,. about  the  time  a 
deed  was  granted  for  tlie  land, 
on  which  it  was  buid.  It  is 
said  the  giound  was  donated  to 
the  church  by  Abraham  Harley 
and  John  Pi'ice.  The  deed  is 
dated  May  J,  1806,  and  was 
conveyed  in  trust  to  Rudolph 
Harley,  Samuel  Harley,  Llrich 
Sta.uilei\  Abraham  Haeiuj)ler. 
George  Reiff.  George  Place  and 
Henry  Price,  in  behalf  ot  the 
ciiurch.  The  first  meeting 
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house  wns  a frame  structure  of 
only  small  dimensiuns,  piDbably 
not  over  twenty  or  twenty-five 
feet  square,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  increase  of  the  member- 
ship it  became  too  small,  and 
an  addition  was  built  to  one  end 
in  1830  making  it  a long  but 
only  narrow  building.  After- 
ward the  congregation  grew  still 
larger,  and  members  were  added 
from  time  to  time  until  1851, 
when  it  was  found  necessary  to 
take  down  the  old  building  and 
the  present  stone  structure 
thirty -eight  by  fifty-six  feet,  wa> 
erected.  The  present,  house  of 
worship  has  a basement  which 
is  used  for  various  purposes. 
Part  of  the  audience  room  is 
fenced  off  by  a borird  partition 
in  a kind  offolding  dooi-s  which 
are  closed  in  the  winter  season 
when  the  wmrhei’  is  cold  and 
the  congregations  are  small.  A 
new  tin  root  was  j)ut  on  the 
whole  f'uiaiing  last  summer. 
TiiL‘re  is  no  gra\'eyard  be’ong- 
ing  to  this  meeting  tujuse,  tlie 
I’ock  beimr  so  near  the  surface 


as  to  render  it  impracticable. 
The  Price's  familj^  burying 
ground  is  near  by,  and  a great 
mistake  was  made  in  the  first 
place  when  the  first  meeting 
house  was  built  that  it  was  not 
built  to  this  graveyard,  instead 
of  hanging  it  on  the  hill  here 
too  near  the  road. 

Tile  congregation  of  Brethren 
in  Hatfield,  the  congregation  in 
Skippack,  the  one  in  Mingo  in 
Upper  Providence,  and  the  one 
in  Springfield,  Bucks  county, 
are  offsprings  of  this  church. 
Besides  a meeting  house  and 
small  congregration  in  Norris- 
town, a meeting  house  and 
smali  congregation  in  Beth- 
lehem, and  a small  congregation 
in  Allentown  were  all  offsprings 
of  this  church.  In  Bethlehem 
injudicious  management  has 
reduced  the  number  to  a few 
and  in  Norristown  it  is  not 
much  better. 

The  [U'csent  ministers  are 
^\  i ilia  111  P.  Nice,  Henry  A. 
Price,  Jonas  Harley  and  Jacob 
Boaz.  The  servi(‘cs  are  mostlv 
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confined  to  the  German  lan^u- 
age,  and  the  old  German  hymn 
bocks,  probably  nearly  a hun- 
dred }-ears  old,  are  still  in  use. 
While  these  things  are  so  tiie 
rising  generation  is  receiving  an 
English  education  and  sees  no 
inducement  to  unite  with  the 
church.  As  a matter  or  history 
I must  say  that  the  cliurch  is 
waning  in  members,  and  the 
prospects  tor  the  future  appear 
very  gloomy.  Much  could  be 
said  if  it  were  advisable.  But 
others  may  not  see  it  as  I do. 
So  far  as  known  the  ministers 
in  the  past  have  been  Jacob 
Price,  Peter  Piecker.  John 
Price,  William  Price,  Jacob 
Price,  Samuel  Harley,  Benja- 
min Harley,  and  others  belong- 
ing to  adjoining  districts.  The 
ministers  have  all  been  farmers 
and  retired  faianers.  The 
most  noted  among  them  wei-e 
William  Prii*e  and  Samuel  Har- 
ley. There  is  also  a meeting 
house  at  the  Harley  graveyard 
in  Franconia  townshij),  and  one 
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in  Towamencin,  where  services 
are  held  on  alternate  Sundays. 
It  is  said  the  Harley  burying 
ground  was  commenced  in  1745, 
but  the  Price’s  burying  ground 
was  probably  commenced  as 
early  as  1727.  Both  these 
burial  places  are  now  free  for 
other  people  to  bui-y  their  dead 
in.  Besides  the  Prices  wlio  are 
buried  here  we  find  the  follow- 
ing names  who  ai’e  nearly  ;dl 
connected  with  the  Price  family: 
as  Boaz,  Bustard,  Detweiler, 
Hagey,  Heckler,  Jacobs,  Kaem- 
per,  Keelv,  Kaihb,iugh,  Klein, 
Moyer,  ^dcev  lleiff,  Styei', 
Thomas  and  Weidnei’.  Besides 
the  Harleys,  in  their  burying 
ground,  we  find  the  following 
names ; BechteL  Becker,  Bind- 
er, Brey,  Cassei.  (jortii.  Oess- 
man.  Fame!,  Fronefield.  Hengey, 
Hartman,  Heckler,  Jolins(.)n, 
Keyser,  Kindig,  Kline,  Landes. 
Long,  .^^oyel^  .Vice,  Budy, 
Shaddiiigei',  Staulfer,  Sljishn-, 
Shueek.  W alters,  W'illiams  and 
Young. 
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THE  SrHWENKFELJ)ER  rHERCH. 

As  we  prefer  the  testimony 
of  others  we  will  here  offer 
what  William  J.  Buck  has  said 
ot  these  people  in  his  sketch  of 
Lower  Salford  in  tlie  ‘‘History 
of  Montgomery  county,”  which 
is  as  follows  : 

“'rhe  congregation  dates  back 
to  an  early  period,  the  members 
having  settled  around  here 
probably  in  17d4.  or  soon  after, 
for  Mr.  Weiss  uas  formally 
made  their  minister  in  1735,  or 
the  following  year,  in  which 
ca])acity  he  served  them  until 
his  <leath.  He  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Balthasar  Hoff- 
man. who  remainded  in  charge 
liil  near  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  1775,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-nine  years,  and 
hi*  is  also  buried  here.  Through 
the  exertions  of  the  Rev. 
( diristophei*  Schultz  a more 
complete  organization  of  the 
church  was  ('iKc’ted,  which 
went  into  o{H*ration  in  August, 
i7S'i,  No  edifice  was  ex[)ress- 
ly  used  by  them  for  wor.-hi[i  in 


the  county  until  1789  ; pre- 
viously for  this^  purpose  the 
society  assembled  at  private 
houses,  and  in  the  absence  of 
a pastor  the  services  were  con- 
ducted by  one  ot  the  members. 

‘•There  was  a school-house  at 
this  [jlace,  erected  in  1764, 
which  wavS  also  used  by  the 
members  tor  worship  down  to 
the  erection  of  the  present 
meeting-house,  in  1869.  The 
school  was  kept  in  operation 
through  a tund  of  j£750,  Penn- 
sylvania currency,  raised  by 
subscription,  the  interest  of 
which  was  eaily  appdc*d  for  the 
|)ur[)o.se. 

“During  the  French  and 
Indian  war  tlie  members  settled 
around  here  raised  by  sub- 
scription tlie  handsome  sum  of 
£260  in  aid  of  the  Friendly 
Association,  to  gain  and  pre- 
serve })eace  with  tlie  e.xasper- 
ated  Indians  on  the  frontiers, 
ddii."  papu*r  wa'!  signed  by  forty- 
two  persons,  and  is  dated  Low- 
er Falford,  November  13,  1756. 
They  state  therein  ‘that  they 
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are  a few  families  of  a dis-  Schultz,  Casper  Seipt,  Johannes 


persed  people  from  Si’esia,  who 
have  al\va\'s,  under  God’s  bless- 
ing, maintained  themselves  by 
the  labor  of  their  hands,  hav- 
ing been  forced  to  leave  their 
estate  behind.’  The  names  of 
these  subscribers  are  George 
Andrews,  George  Kriebel, 
Bye  r’s  Estate,  George  Hey- 
drick,  Balthasar  Heydrick, 
Har)s  Heebner,  George  Hoffman, 
Christopher  Heebner,  David 
Heebner,  George  Heebner,  Cas- 
per Heydrick,  Melchior  Hart- 
ranlt,  Christopher  Hoffman, 
Balthasar  Hoffman,  Christoplier 
Yeakle,  Abraham  Yeakle,  i^alt- 
iiasar  Yeakle,  Casper  Kriebeb* 
Balthasar  Krauss,  Christopher 
Kriebel,  Melchior  Kriebel, 
Christopher  Krauss,  Caorge 
Dresher,  Christopher  Dresher, 
Melchior  Meister,  Christopher 
Meister,  David  Meister,  Christ- 
opher Neuman,  Christopher 
George  Scholtz,  Gregorious 
►'^choltz,  David  Scholtz, 
Beiinvalt,  Melchior  Scholtz. 
George  Schobz,  Jj\,  Christopher 


Yeakel,  Christopher  Yeakel, 
Maria  Yeakle,  Christo[)l:er 
Wagner,  Hans  Wiegner  and 
Melchior  \\Jegner.  The.-e,  no 
doubt,  constituteal  the  largei* 
number  of  the  denomination 
then  residing  within  the  pres- 
ent limits  of  the  county  to 
which  it  has  in  the  past  been 
almost  confined.  Thev  are 
said  to  have  l.'ecome  e.xtinct 
now  for  some  time  in  Europe. 
Hence  the  greater  interest  has 
been  attached  to  trieir  iiistorv 
here.  They  have  always  been 
a well  disposed  and  industrious 
people,  I’euiarkable,  according 
to  their  lately  published  “Gen- 
eaioiiical  Bccord,’  for  lormev- 
iry.” 

In  couseipience  of  tlie  con- 
tinuous I’emoval  of  members 
from  this  di>trict,  and  the  en- 
ci-oachment  of  other  denomina- 
tions, it  has  been  regi'ette  I bv 
some  ol  their  members  that  this 
meeting  house  in  Lower  .Salford 
was  built. 
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Tlie  following-  is  taken  from 
the  “Genealo,2;icaI  Record”  of 
the  said  society. 

“George  Weiss,  the  fir>t 
minister  of  the  society  of 
Schwenkfelders  in  America, 
came  to  Pennsylvania,  in  1734, 
with  the  colony,  and  settled  in 
Lower  Salford,  then  Philadel- 
phia county.  He  was  born  in 
Harpersdorf,  Lower  Silesia,  in 
Germany,  in  1687.  In  1720, 
when  the  Roman  missionaries 
appeared  in  Si'esia  to  convert 
the  folio wei’s  of  Schwenkfeld  to 
the  Eoman  Catholic  faith, 
George  Weiss  was  selected  on 
the  part  of  the  latter  to  write 
their  confession  of  faith,  or  reply 
to  the  written  questions  of  the 
missionaries.  How  well  he 
performed  this  important  task 
may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
‘Erlau  ter  ling,’  [)ai:e  vSb,  a ml  also 
[>age  341.  ‘Erlaiiterimg  tur 
Cas[)er  Schwirnkfeld,  imil  die 
Zugetlitmeri,  Sainer  lahuv'.’ 
Printed  in  Tauer  by  Mullorn 
in  1771. — Rut  the  more  these 
mis.sionaries  were  worsted  in 


argument,  the  more  they  had 
recourse  to  force  ; the  result  is 
well  known.  Weiss,  with  his 
wife  and  other  friends,  fled  the 
country  by  nights  in  the  month 
of  April,  1726,  leaving  their 
properties  in  the  hands  of  their 
persecutors  ; he  came  to  Herrn- 
hut  in  Saxony  on  the  5th  of 
Alav.  During  his  eight  years’ 
stay  at  Herrnhut  he  followed 
weaving  and  teaching  We  do 
know  that  Rev.  Christopher 
Shultz,  Sr.,  then  quite  a young- 
lad,  <;ame  to  Weiss  for  instruc- 
tion in  languages,  and  that  the 
warmest  friendship  and  attach- 
ment existed  between  teacher 
and  pupil  during  the  remaining 
years  of  IVeiss’s  lifetime.  In  a 
historical  manuscript  written 
by  Rev.  Balthaser  Hoflman, 
1750,  compiled  by  Christopher 
Hoffman,  1771,  we  find  that 
our  pilgrim  lathers  on  the  eve 
of  their  dep.irtui'e  for  America 
:V|)pointed  Weis>  as  a kind  of 
leader  or  teacher  in  spiritual 
things  tor  adults,  as  well  as 
catechist  Ibi-  the  young,  there 
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on  shipboaid,  which  uppoiiit- 
inent  he  accepted  arul  carried 
out ; and  tiiat  about  a j'ear  and 
a quarter  after  arriving  in 
America  (December  5,  1735) 
Weiss  was  formally  appointed 
the  first  Schwenkielder  minister 
oi  the  Gospel  and  catechist  in 
this  country,  and  that  lie  of- 
ficiated in  that  capacity  in  an 
acceptable  manner  up  to  tlie 
time  of  his  death,  which  occur- 
red on  his  farm*  on  the  Skip- 
pack  creek,  in  Lower  Sall'ord, 
Montgomery  count}-,  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1740,  in  the 
fifty-third  year  ot  his  age.  His 
body  lays  buried  at  the  meeting 
house  near  by,  where  a hand- 
some stone  has  been  erected  to 
his  memory.  Kev.  13.  HofiVnan 
writes  that  Weiss  was  married 
in  1715  to  x\nna  Meschter,  of 
Langenneudorf ; that  the}'  had 
one  child,  a son  who  died  when 
about  a year  old  ; that  he  also 

*Wl‘  (lu  not  find  any  allusion  to  hi> 
farm  in  any  lamveyance  in  tiu'  township 
of  Lower  Salford,  lie  [irobably  died  at 
tlie  residence  ol  Geon^n*  Yeakde,  on  m hose 
farm  he  was  buried. 


had  a brother  and  a sister  who 
both  died  young  in  Silesia  ; that 
shortly  after  their  arrival  in 
America  he  also  lost  his  wife  by 
death,  and  had  her  buried  in 
the  ‘Pilgrims’  (.'emetery’  at 
Philadelphia.  Thus  Weiss 
him.self  was  the  only  remnant 
left  ot  the  family  this  side  ot 
the  grave,  and  having  the 
spiritual  welfare  ol  his  dis- 
organized and  scattered  fiock  at 
heart,  he  labored  for  them  in 
season  and  out  of  season  ; but 
in  time  he  became  considerably 
disappointed  in  seeing  no  better 
results,  and  finding  so  much 
lukewarmness  and  worldly- 
mindness,  etc.,  that  during  a 
spell  of  sickness  which  belell 
him  in  1739,  he  was  on  the 
point  of  relinquishing  his  minis- 
terial labors  altogether : but 

with  returning  health,  God  gave 
him  increased  courage,  and  he 
ke[it  on  laboring  in  his  blaster’s 
cause  until  within  a few  days  of 
his  unlooked  lor  and  early 
death. 
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‘‘On  the  od  of  Mai-ch,  1740, 
he  was  at  Gushenhoppen,  where 
in  the  evening  he  for  the  last 
time  met  and  instructed  his 
catechumens;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  although  in 
feeble  healtii,  and  oniv  six  days 
before  his  death,  he  n reached 
for  the  last  time  to  his  con- 
gregated friends. 

“A  synopsis  of  Weiss’s  re- 
marks on  these  occasions  is 
uiven  by  Hoffman  at  the  close 
of  his  interesting  Manuscripts. 

“Weiss  was  an  example  of 
unaffected  piety,  simplicity  and 
hdelity,  well  yersed  in  spiritual 
knowledge,  earnest  and  im- 
pressiye  in  his  ministrations. 
He  was  a worthy  son  of  the 
venerable  Caspar  Weiss,  who, 
when  rpiite  old  and  weak  in 
body,  was  called  before  the 
notoriousXeanderand  compelled 
to  stand  in  the  latter’s  study 
for  six  long  hours  to  give  an 
account  ol  l)is  faith.  See 
“Erlaut(*i’ung,”  page  oL,  also 
])age  00.’’ 


The  ministers  at  this  place 
who  followed  Weiss  were  Bal- 
thasar Hoffman,  Christopher 
HoiTman,  Christopher  Krieble 
and  the  late  George  Meschter. 
The  meeting  house  of  this  de- 
nomination is  situated  in  the 
eastern  corner  of  Lower  Sal- 
ford, between  the  Skippack 
creek  and  the  line  of  Towa- 
inencin.  The  house,  a neat 
one-story  stone  structure,  erect- 
in  1869,  is  thirty-five  by  forty- 
six  feet  in  dimensions,  and  is 
nicely  situated  on  the  edge  of  a 
forest,  back  from  the  public 
road  about  one  hundred  yards. 
The  entrance  thereto  is  made 
by  a private  road.  The  grave- 
yard is  small,  containing  sixty 
square  perches,  but  is  kept  in  a 
neat  condition.  Tlie  names 
on  the  tombstones  are  Faull, 
Fisher,  Flin,  He\drick,  Hoff- 
man, Krieble,  Mescht('r. 
Schneider,  Weand,  Weiss.  The 
Kriebiesare  the  most  numerous, 
and  some  rough  stones  have  no 
names.  There  are  sheds  at 
this  place  for  foui’teen  horses. 
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Tile  iiieniberbhip  i.'S  veiy  .sinali 
and  we  doubt  whether  there 
are  yet  fourteen  inenibers  in 
this  vicinity,  nearly  all  having- 
moved  away.  ^Ve  can  not 
assign  any  special  reason  tor 
the  removal  of  members  from 
this  vicinity.  The  services  are 
still  conducted  in  the  German 
language  at  this  place.  The 
Schwenkfelder  society  is  divided 
into  two  districts,  namely : the 
upper  and  the  lower  districts. 
Tiie  upper  district  has  three 
meeting  liouses  and  three 
ministers,  whose  names  are 
Joshua  Shultz,  Jacob  Meschtei* 
and  Oscar  Krieble,  who  was 
recently  called  from  Oberlin 
College,  Ohio,  to  take  chai-geof 
one  of  these  churches.  Tlieir 
meeting  houses  are  located  — 
one  at  Kraus.sdale,  L [>per  Han- 
over township,  one  in  the 
Hosensack  "\bil ley,  near  Palm 
Station,  in  Upper  Miltord  town- 
ship, Lehigh  county,  and  one 
in  Washington  town>hi[),  Pei’ks 
county.  In  the  lower  distriv.'t 
their  meeting  houses  are,  one 
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in  Lowei*  Salford,  one  in  Towa- 
mencin  and  one  in  ^Vorcester. 
Theii*  ministers  are  Dr.  George 
K.  .Meschter, W^illiam  S.  Anders 
and  Edwin  S.  Anders.  Their 
church  in  Worcester  is  in  a 
Hourishino-  condition.  The 
meeting  house  was  reljuilt  a few 
yeai-s  ago,  with  a basement  for 
tlie  Sunday  school,  making  the 
who’e  building  more  convenient. 
Pi-eaching  in  the  English  langu- 
age has  also  been  instituted  so 
that  services  are  held  in  botli 
English  and  German,  and  the 
membersliip  is  increasing.  In 
Towamencin  where  the  German 
language  still  pi’evails  tlie 
church  appears  to  be  standing 
still  and  making  no  progress. 
But  liere  in  Lower  Salhual  the 
meml)ersliip  is  too  small  to  en- 
dure the  encroaching  intluence 
of  other  denominations,  and 
consequently  is  (tontinually 
waning  in  nuinl)ers. 

i-:DUc,\Tro.\.\L. 

Many  ot'  the  early  settlers 
who  tied  tVcm  [lersecmtion  and 
op[U'ession  in  Germany  to  tlie 
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wilds  of  Pennsylvania,  were 
well  educated  adventurers.  We 
might  name  quite  a Ust  of  them, 
commencing  with  Francis 
Daniel  Pastorious,  but  as  their 
names  are  part  of  our  country's 
history,  and  are  already  re- 
corded on  the  scroll  of  fame, 
we  will  not  extend  our  limits 
beyond  our  own  vicinity,  but 
rather  confine  ourselves  to  our 
owm  township.  As  the  people 
of  this  district  were  mostly 
Germans  their  education,  of 
course,  was  in  the  same  langu- 
afie.  Though  there  were  no 
great  savans  among  the  early 
settlers  of  this  towmship,  there 
were  still  those  who  were  reason- 
ably well  educated.  Among 
we  might  mention  Rev.  George 
Weiss  and  Rev.  Balthasar  Hoff- 
tnan  in  the  Schwenkfelder  de- 
nomination : Dielman  Kolb  and 
Henry  Funk  in  the  Mennonite 
denomination,  and  Jacob  Reiff, 
tlie  elder,  in  the  IRdbrmed 
church.  We  might  also  men- 
tio!i  Gerhart  (donums  who  ktq)t 
a diai*y,  and  some  othei’S  who 


apparently  had  some  education  ; 
but  there  were  also  quite  a 
number  who  could  not  write 
their  names.  Even  those  wdio 
were  well  educated  were  obliged 
to  work  hard  for  a living. 

One  of  the  first  school  teach- 
ers in  this  vicinity  was  Christ- 
opher Dock.  He  appears  to 
have  been  a man  of  some  ability, 
and  at  first,  it  is  said,  taught  in 
Germantown.  He  afterward 
tauaht  in  Skippack,  undoubtedly 
in  the  Mennonite  meeting  house, 
for  he  was  a member  of  said 
denomination.  He  also  taught 
in  the  .^iennonite  meeting  house 
in  Sal  lord,  for,  as  we  have 
shown  you,  it  was  used  ‘‘for  a 
house  of  worship  and  for  a 
school  house,”  besides,  we  find 
it  also  traditional  that  he  taught 
here. 

The  following,  credited  to 
Edward  Eggle>ton  in  St.  yich- 
olas,  has  been  going  the  rounds 
of  rhe  new>papers  some  time  al- 
ready, which  we  alj^o  co()v  be- 
cause' it  relates  to  our  town- 
ship 
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“A  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago,  among  the  German  settlers 
of  Pennsylvania,  there  was  a 
remarkable  old  sclioui  master, 
whose  name  was  Christ(>pher 
Dock.  For  three  days  he 
taught  school  at  little  place  call- 
ed Skippack,  and  then  for  the 
next  three  days  he  taught  at 
Salford.  Whenever  one  of  lus 
younger  scholars  succeeded  in 
learning  his  A B C,  the  good 
Christopher  Dock  required  the 
father  of  his  pupil  to  give  his 
son  a penny,  and  also  asked  hi^ 
mother  to  cook  two  eggs  for 
him  for  a treat  in  honor  of  his 
diligence.  To  poor  children  in 
a new  country  these  were  fine 
rewards.  At  vai’ious  other 
points  in  his  progress,  nn  in- 
dustrious child  in  one  of  Dock’s 
school  received  a penny  ti-om 
his  fathei*  and  two  eggs  cooked 
by  his  mother.  All  this  time 
he  was  not  counted  a member 
of  the  school,  but  only  as  on 
probation.  The  (hiv  (m  whicli 
a boy  or  girl  began  to  read  was 
the  great  day.  If  the  pupil  had 


been  diligent  in  spelling,  the 
master,  on  the  morning  of  the 
first  reading  day,  would  give  a 
ticket  carefully  written  or  illu- 
minated with  his  own  hand. 
This  read  : ‘Industrious  one 

penny.’  This  showed  that  the 
schodir  was  now  really  received 
into  the  school. 

“There  were  no  c’ocks  or 
watches;  the  children  came  to 
school  one  after  another,  taking 
their  places  near  the  master, 
who  sat  writing.  They  spent 
their  time  I'eading  out  of  the 
Testament  until  all  were  there. 
But  every  one  who  succeeded  in 
reading  his  verse  without  mis- 
take stopped  reading,  and  came 
and  sat  at  the  writing  table  to 
write. 

“The  poor  fellow  whoi’eniain- 
ed  last  on  the  bench  was  called 
the  Lazy  Scholar. 

“The  funniest  ct  Dock’s  re- 
wards was  that  which  he  gave 
to  those  who  made  no  mistake 
in  their  Ies>ons.  He  marked  a 
large  O with  chalk  on  the  hand 
of  the  perfect  s(dio!ar.  Fancv 
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what  a time  the  bovs  and  sfirls 
must  have  had  trying  to  go 
home  without  rubbing  out  this 
0 !” 

Christopher  Dock  was  also  an 
author  and  poet,  but  ail  his 
work  is  in  the  Gennan  language. 
The  most  important  and  lengthy 
part  thereof  is  an  extensive 
treaties  on  school  discipline, 
entitled  ^eine  einfaltig  und 
Grundiich  abgefasste  Schul- 
ordnung  darinnen  deutlich 
vorgestellt  wird  auf  welche 
weise  die  Kindei’  nicht  nur  in 
denen  in  schulen  gewohnlich 
be>tens  augebrachten  Lehren, 
soiidern  auch  iu  der  Lehre  der 
Gottseligkeit  wohl  uuterrichtet 
w('rden  mogen,  aus  Hebe  zu  dem 
niensehlichen  geschlecht  aufge- 
setzt  durch  den  wuhlertahrenen 
und  laiig  geubten  Scliidmeister 
Christoph  Dock,  Germantown, 
gedruckt  und  zu  tinden  t)ie 
Chi’isto[di  Sauer,  1770.”  The 
next  is  “(.'uipia  einer  Schriit 
welche  der  Schulmeister  f'[ii’i>t- 
c)[)li  Ikjck  an  seine  naelilebende 
Schuler  zur  Lehre  und  \'er- 


inahnung  aus  Liebe  geschrieben 
hat.”  This  was  printed  by 
Christopher  Sauer  about  1764. 
Then  we  have  ‘‘Hundert  nothige 
Sitten-Regel  fur  Kinder,”  with 
part  2nd,  containing  ^'Ehi  Hun- 
dert  Christliche  Lebens-Hegel 
fur  Kinder.”  Published  by 
Christopher  Sauer,  24  pp.,  Svo. 
The  first  work  written  in  1750 
is  one  of  those  very  few  works 
written  and  published  in 
America  during  the  colonial 
period  treating  on  education. 
These  works  have  been  trans- 
hited  into  English  hy  Samuel 
P.mnepacker,  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  aKo  wrote  his  bio- 
graphy. 

Christopher  Dock’s  poetical 
works  were  first,  ‘‘Zwei  er- 
bauHche  Lieder.”  Planted  by 
Michael  Billmyer,  Germantown, 
1700.  One  of  tl  lese  two  pioems 
contains  22  stanzas  of  six  lines 
each,  and  the  other  24  >tiinzas 
of  eiehr  lines  each,  making  al- 
togetlier  5*J4  lines.  Besides  we 
tind  the  fo!h)\ving  seven  hymns 
ere  iited  to  him,  some  of  which 
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are  quite  lengthy.  The  hr^t 
line  of  each  commencing  thus: 

1 Koir.mt,  liel)en  Kinder,  koiinut  lier- 

bey. 

2 Ach  Konmut  her  ihr  ^Lnsehen  Kind- 

er. 

8 Mein  lebensfaden  lant'c  zu  elide. 

4 Aeh  Kinder  wo  lit  ihr  lieben. 

5 Fromm  seyn  1st  eiii  Mfhatz  der  jii<£end. 

()  An  Gottes  <;nad  und  miblen  se<;en. 

7 Allein  oi  Gott  setz  dein  verci-auen. 

The  first  of  these  hymns  con- 
tains 17  stanzas  of  four  iiiies 
each;  the  second,  10  stanzas  of 
six  lines  each  ; the  third,  2G 
stanzas  of  six  lines  each  ; the 
fourth,  24  stanzas  of  eight  lines 
each.  The  seventh  also  con- 
tains 24  stanzas  of  four  lines 
each,  but  with  the  fifth  and 
sixth  I am  not  acijuainted  and 
can  not  say  how  many  stanzas 
they  contain.  These  hymns 
can  be  found  in  tiie  old  German 
hymn  books. 

We  glean  from  Mr.  Panne- 
packer’s  biography  of  Chri.'to- 
pher  Dock  that  he  came  to 
Pennsylvania  about  the  year 
1714:  that  in  1716,  or  perhaps 
earlier  he  opened  a school  on 
the  Skippack,  or  nero'  tlie  S'ki[i- 


[)ack,  and  continued  to  teach 
about  ten  years.  Then  he 
went  to  farming,  and  continued 
at  that  for  ten  years.  But  four 
summers  he  taught  school  in 
Germantown,  in  sessions  of 
three  months  each.  On  the 
28th  ol  9th  month,  17o5,  he 
pui’chased  100  acres  of  land  in 
Salford  township,  for  £\h,  10  s. 
( rhis  land  must  bave  been  in 
Upper  Salford,  for  it  was  not  in 
this  township.)  In  17oS  he 
gave  up  farming  and  returned 
to  teaching.  He  then  opened 
two  schools,  one  in  Skippack 
and  one  in  Salford  where  he 
taught  three  days  in  each  week 
alternate!  v.  During  the  re- 
rnainder  of  his  iiie  he  devoted 
himself  to  teaching.  He  died 
in  the  autumn  of  1771,  and 
must  have  been  an  old  man. 
During  the  latter  vears  of  his 
rUe  he  li\ed  with  Henry  (aissel 
who^e  residence  was  near  the 
Skipp.ack  i-oad  about  a mile  be- 
low Skippackville.  He  lelt 
two  daughters,  Margaret,  who 
was  mari'icd  to  Ihmi'v  Strickers, 
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of  Upper  Salford,  and  Catharine, 
wife  of  Peter  Janson.  There 
are  still  some  Stryckers  in  the 
upper  end  of  the  county,  in 
Upper  Hanover,  if  I mistake 
nut. 

It  is  understood  that  Christ- 
opher Dock  taught  school  in  the 
first  meeting  house  in  Salford, 
and  probably  also  in  the  school 
house  in  Harley svilie  as  we 
have  shown  in  the  history  of 
that  village.  Who  the  teachers 
were  who  taught  there  after 
Dock  we  can  not'  say.  In  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  prob- 
ably about  the  years,  1812  or 
1815,  a man  by  name  of  Jacob 
Huinel,  who  was  also  a member 
of  their  church,  taught  there  in 
the  school  room  in  tiie  meeting 
house,  but  how  long  he  taught 
1 can  not  say.  His  residence 
was  on  the  Swamp  creek  in 
Marlborough  township,  but  he 
died  when  about  middle  age  and 
is  buried  in  Salford.  A son, 
John,  is  still  living,  near  Lin- 
field,  in  Limerick  township. 
He  had  three  daughters  who 


were  remembered  b}'  Abraham 
Alderfer  in  his  will.  See  page 
352.  After  him  Christian 
Bergey,  George  Delp,  grand- 
father of  A.  A.  Delp,  Jacob 
Mussel  man,  Henry  Johnson, 
father  of  Ptev.  Hen'ry  Johnson, 
ofSkippack,  Daniel  Moyer,  of 
Lower  Salford,  and  William 
Godshalk  taught  there.  Isaac 
Grimly,  an  old  time  school 
master,  of  Upper  Salford,  who 
is  still  living  at  an  advanced 
age  also  taught  here  some 
winters.  I forgot  to  mention 
John  Boaz,  grandtather  of  Rev. 
Jacob  Boaz,  of  Upper  Sal  lord, 
who  then  lived  in  Abraham 
Alderfer’s  log  house,  now  dilap- 
idated, near  the  residence  of 
Jacob  Stoll,  deceased,  an  old 
time  school  master  who  also 
taught  here.  He  lived  in  tliat 
house  on  rent  about  20  years, 
but  did  not  teach  at  this  place 
all  the  time. 

About  tlie  vear  1841,  the 
people  around  here  \s  ishing  to 
have  some  English  taught,  em- 
ployed a schoolmaster  by  name 
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of  Calendar,  from  the  vicinity 
of  Doylestown,  who  was  quite 
Eno’lish.  He  taimht  here  two 

o r> 

winters  and  boarded  round 
among  the  people ; the  tirst  term 
in  the  old  meeting  house,  but 
then  in  1S42  tlie  old  octagon 
school  house  which  was  rebuilt 
only  a few  years  ago,  was  built 
— and  then  Calendar  taught  in 
that  house  the  first  season. 
After  him  the  teachers  were 
Henry  A.  Hunsicker,  Solomon 
Snyder,  Abraham  Hosenberger, 
William  Johnson,  A.  A.  Delp 
and  others. 

In  a former  sketch  I t^]|l  you 
about  Snyder's  school  house  on 
the  turnpike,  where  WilliamKey- 
ser  now  lives, and  of  Abi jah  Mil  ler 
who  taught  there,  and  of  Enoch 
Miller,  another  old  school  mas- 
ter. That  John  l)oaz  also 
taught  there  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained,  but  after  that  school 
house  was  turned  into  a.  dwel- 
ling Mr,  J](!az  taught  in  n,  shop 
on  Mori'is’  road,  where  Ih.mry 
Becker  now  lives.  The  first 
house  at  that  place  stood  further 


back  in  the  garden,  and  Nancy 
King,  who  lived  there  many 
years,  having  been  married  to 
one  John  Alderfer,  who  was  a 
weaver,  built  a stone  shop  which 
afterward  stood  there  empty, 
and  John  Boaz  taught  school  in 
that  shop  during  the  time  she 
lived  there,  but  as  she  could  not 
agree  with  the  scholars,  the 
school  had  to  be  discontinued. 
He  taught  both  English  and 
German  ; by  him  I learned  to 
rea<l  when  I was  seven  years 
old,  but  not  in  tliat  shop. 

In  1839  the  people  of  this 
township  began  to  feel  the  want 
of  school  houses.  Subscription 
lists  were  handed  around  in  the 
autumn  of  tliat  year,  and  money 
enough  was  raised  to  build  a 
sithool  house  near  the  Little 
Branch  creek  by  the  BeifTs, 
Fryers,  Hecklers  and  others  on 
UeitT’s  land,  and  was  known 
as  Beitf’s  school  house,  but 
w'as  sometimes  (acetionslv  cii!- 
ed  “Sliite[)oke  Level.”  It 
stood  farther  down  toward 
the  Little  Bjrarudi.  than  the 
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one  now  standing.  It  stoo<l  in 
what  is  now  George  Wiegner’s 
field. 

One  was  built  by  the  Alderters, 
and  has  since  been  known  by 
that  name,  but  for  some  time 
it  was  facetiously  called  “Musk- 
rat Hall,”  by  which  name  it  is 
also  still  known. 

'The  otlier  was  built  mostly 
by  the  Zieglers.  It  stood  on 
the  Skippack  road  about  a half 
mile  below  Lederachville  on 
land  then  belonging  to  Jacob 
Kinsey,  now  . Abraham  K. 
Freed’s  land.  But  in  IS50 
when  the  public  school  system 
was  a(5cepted  the  directors  re- 
moved this  scliool  house  over 
on  the  west  side  of  Lederach- 
ville, to  the  place  where  that 
school  house  now  stands. 
Though  they  built  it  so  tem- 
porary that  in  only  a few  years 
it  had  to  be  rebuilt.  The 
second  building  a,t  that  place 
likewise  was  only  poor,  and  after 
some  time  had  to  be  robuilt.  so 
that  this  is  no\v  tlie  thii'(l  school 
house  at  that  place  since  ISdO. 
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Much  might  be  said  of  the  old 
time  pay  schools  and  the  old 
school  masters,  and  of  the  op- 
position to  the  public  schools 
before  they  were  accepted,  but 
as  my  sketch  is  already  longer 
than  I had  intended  that  it 
should  be,  I will  have  to  omit 
those  things.  But  will  yet  say^ 
that  the  salary  for  teaching,  at 
first,  was  very  low.  In  1850 
I taught  in  tapper  Salford  at 
$18  per  month  of  26  days  each. 
About  the  same  was  paid  in 
Lower  Salford,  and  people 
thought  the  teachers  were  well 
paid.^ 

THE  POOR. 

Before  we  had  the  almshouse 
in  the  county  the  poor  were 
provided  for  by  the  towmship, 
so  that  each  township  kept  its 
own  poor,  and  we  will  now  be- 
fore we  close  this  history,,  yet 
give  our  readers  a sketch  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  poor  were 
kept.  There  were  two  men  in 
each  t(nvnshi[)  who  wei’e  caMetl 
in  German,  univni  and, 

in  English,  overseers  of  the 
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poor.  It  was  the  duty  of  those 
men  to  see  that  the  poor  were 
properly  cared  for,  that  they 
had  good  clothing  and  all  the 
necessaries  of  life.  The  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  or  support- 
ing them  was  paid  by  the  town- 
ship, and  was  obtained  by  tax- 
ation and  otherwise  as  we  shall 
show  further  on.  The  over- 
seers of  the  poor  were  at  first 
elected  by  the  people  of  the 
township,  but  aft(;rward  they 
were  appointed  by  the  court  of 
Philadelphia  as  will  thus  be 
seen : ‘T)as  Annan  ptleger 

amt  von  Lower  Salford  town- 
ship ist  am  15ten  tag  Mertz 
1762  auf  6 yahr  veriest,  und  ist 
wie  folgt.” — The  election  to  the 
office  of  overseers  of  the  poor  ol 
Lower  Salford  for  6 years  w^as 
held  the  15th  day  of  March, 
1762,  and  is  as  follows: 

Georj^e  Shainl)aui>  li.  ^ 

Christopher  Oickenshiod.  S * 

Frederiok  Goetz.  / 

.Jacob  Di<-ui.o- 

Rudolph  Harlev.  ) , , 

V'*  » 1 ^ ! * 1 f ^ 

AHicaolas  ^MMiwenk.  ) 

Christian  W'einuau.  / 

Christoi>her  lloa'mau.  s * 


George  Krieble.  ) 

Cliristoplier  W'iegner.  ) ‘ 

Cliristopher  Kriel^le.  } 

Christian  Halteman.  ‘ 

The  aforesaid  election  w’as 
the  last  one  held  in  which  over- 
seers of  the  poor  w^ere  elected, 
for  afterw^ard  they  w^ere  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  as  wdll  be 
seen  by  the  following  : ”At  a 

private  session  held  at  Philadel- 
phia for  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia the  25th  of  March,  1768, 
Philip  Stong  and  George 
Slaughter  (Schlotterer)  are  ap- 
pointed overseers  of  the  poor 
for  Lower  Salford,  the  ensuing 
year,  and  are  to  provide  for  the 
poor  according  to  law.  Balance 
due  N.  o’  X36.  2s.  6d. 

J Lawrence  Att.” 
The  next  year,  March  26, 
1770,  Jacob  Beiff  and  Henry 
Cassel  were  appointed,  but  in 
filling  out  the  certificate  a mis- 
take w’as  made  and  the  name  of 
John  Reiff  was  inserted.  The 
balance  due  the  new  over.'Cers 
W’as  .£‘VJ.  18.  lo.  In  1772 
Dillman  Ziegler  and  William 
Gergas  were  appointed  and  still 
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further  changes  were  made,  fur 
they  were  qualified  to  act  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  added  to  their  ceitif- 
icate.  “The  above  overseers 
were  duly  qualified  Ijehn-e  me, 
John  Bull.” 

15esides  tlie  receipts?  and 
certificates  which  were  granted 
there  was  «i  book  kept,  called 
the  township  book,  because  it 
belonged  to  the  township,  and 
many  things  were  written  into 
this  hook  in  both  English  and 
German.  The  book  was  kept 
at  the  hotel  in  Harleysville  and 
that  was  the  place  where  the 
e!e<vtions  were  held  and  the 
annual  settiements  were  ma«le. 
This  book  and  many  receipts, 
certificates  and  other  man- 
uscripts have  been  gatiiered  up 
and  presei-ved  by  Abraliarn  H. 
Cassel,  and  by  him  tiled  in 
regular  order,  and  can  be  seen 
in  Ids  library.  The  al<)resaid 
l>alance  of  18.  10.  due  the 

new  overseers,  Jacob  Ueitf  and 
lleni’V  f’assel,  is  duly  entered 
in  onltT  in  tin.'  book,  and  nerees 
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with  the  certificate.  But  about 
that  time  still  other  changes 
were  made,  and  the  statements 
of  settlements  which  previously 
had  been  entered  into  the  book 
by  a lawyer  and  were  generally' 
witnessed  or  certified  by  three 
of  them,  were  henceforth  made 
“in  the  presence  of  three  rep- 
utable freeholders”  of  the  town- 
ship. xAnd  the  statements 
which  previously  were  made  to 
corroborate,  do  not  come  up  to 
those  made  previously'.  For 
instance  w'e  gi\'e  an  example  as 
follows:  “March  25,  1774,  it 

appears  by  settling  the  accounts 
in  the  presence  of  three  rep- 
utable freeholders  of  Lower 
Salford  township.  who  sub- 
scribed their  names  in  the  book, 
that  the  disbursements  made 
for  the  year  past  was  two  shil- 
lings. So  remains  the  sum  in 
bank  jeoO.  7.  9.  which  we 

certify. 

Fredkiuck  I>I<’KENSF1IELL  • 

MrCHAEL  ZlE(JLER.” 

(third  name  is  illegible.) 
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We  would  reasonably  suppose 
that  by  tuniitpu'  to  the  l)ook  we 
would  there  find  tlie  statement 
to  corroborate,  witii  the  state- 
ment as  given,  wiiich  we  find 
elsewhere  by  itself,  but  to  prove 
that  we  do  not,  we  will  tell  our 
readers  wliat  w'e  do  find  there. 
The  statement  in  tlie  book  is 
wudtten  in  German,  and  is  dated 
March  29,  177d,  stating  that 
the  accounts  of  Jacob  Clemens 
and  Samuel  Delp,  overseers  of 
tile  [K)or,  have  been  examined 
by  Christian  Bergey,  Christian 
Moyer  and  Hennan  Achny,  and 
found  that  the  disbursement 
was  two  shillings,  leaving  a ba,!- 
ance  of  £29.  2,  G.  ‘-witness 
our  hands.  Ciiristian  Bergey, 
Christian  Moser.  Kerman 
Achey.” 

We  will  now  take  th<‘  next 
yeai-’s  settlement,  also  written 
in  German,  date<l  March  IS, 
177b,  stating  that  tlie  accounts 
of  Michael  Ziegler  and  Frede- 
rick Dickemshied  had  been  ex- 
amined by  Isaac  Mark  ley, 
Dani(d  Price  and  (ieorg(‘  Ifeifl' 


and  found  that  the  disbui’se- 
ments  had  been  two  shillings, 
leaving  a balance  of  =£30.  7.  9. 
Tills  is  again  witnessed  by  tlieir 
iiands.  Here  we  now  have 
the  balance  which  was  called 
l‘or  one  year  previously  in  the 
statem'ent  by  itself.  It  would 
appear  reasonable  that  tln'  same 
party  which  would  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  overseers  of  tlie 
poor,  should  also  audit  the  sup- 
ervisorhs  account,  (for  they  had 
only  one  at  tliat  time)  but  such 
is  not  the  case.  In  the  settle- 
ment of  the  account  of  Ei‘lman 
Ziegler,  sup.ei-visor  in  1775.  the 
auditors  vve?e  Ilei’uian  Achey. 
Jacob  Ueiff,  Jr.,  Daniel  Brice, 
Chidstian  Moviu'  and  lleniy 
B'assef  This  shows  that  rpute 
a number  of  men  had  their 
fingers  in  the  jhe  belonging  to 
the  townsiiip,  and  each  one  got 
a small  piece  every  year. 

The  poor  were  not  all  kept 
in  ex:H‘tly  ilio  same  way.  be- 
cause the\'  were  not  all  in  tlie 
Same  circumstances,  lor  some 
wer(*  sent  around  from  one 
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place  to  anotlier  after  being  at 
each  place  a certain  number  of 
(lays,  while  otliei's  were  old 
cripples  who  had  to  be  kept  at 
the  same  place,  and  their  board- 
ing or  rent  had  to  be  paid,  be- 
sides being  kept  in  clothing, 
and  wlien  they  lived  on  rent 
they  had  to  be  supported  also. 

The  regular  accounts  of  this 
book  extend  over  a,  period  of 
fifty-six  years,  or  from  1752  to 
1808.  And  to  satisfy  the  cu- 
riosity of  our  friends  we  will 
make  some  exti'acts  from  it,  and 
a fterwa nl  we  will  show  wno  the 
overseers  were  from  year  to 
year  in  those  fifty-six  years. 
In  giving  these  extracts  my 
readers  wili  be  <m  the  lookout 
for  bad  speding  and  poor  gram- 
mar. The  first  overseers' 
names  in  the  book  are  Vddentin(‘ 
Kratz  and  Fivderick  Alderfer  in 
1752,  and  in  1755  we  have 
Wdlliam  • Shuler  and  Ulrich 
Staiiflei'.  \V(‘  wiil  extiaid  from 
this  [)age  ns  to'lows  : •A\dHiam 

Sliowler  and  Uldrich  Sta idler 
overseers  td  the  Door  in  Lotire 


Sulford  Township  in  the  County 
of  Philadelphia  for  the  year 
1753. 


r^aid  for  a |H)or  man  named  Jacob 
Srilfel  lions  R.iid  to  lienrey 
Ernst  in  Germantown  7.10.0 

(Jrtol)L'r  10.  more  for  Bi  in^en  Ids 

^nds  ob  to  Adam  bosstnal.  0.15 

October  The  10  Paid  for  anoder 
lam  lad  to  Potter  .Steife  for  S 
weeks  Died  living-  in  Philadel- 
phia Dockter  of  tis«i;,di  4.00 

and  for  Droinu'  the  amercements 
hetteen  th.e  said  Petter  Stege 
and  the  overseer>  0.7.6 

mor  for  the  hors  the  Red  down  to 

Philadel  4.6 

November  the  7 day 
Paiel  to  Gabril  Showier  for  one 
week's  dvet  and  one  Par  of 
>togins  0.9.0 

no\ ember  tlie  21  day 
Paid  to  Nickla^  Johnsen  for  4 

rnv)nts  and  one  weeks  Dyet  o.6.8 

and  for  S lards  and  ahlf  of  linnin 
for  Shorts  and  Tiamses  and  tlie 
machin  of  them  1.8.2 

5Iareh  the  28  1754 
Paid  lionse  ILnt  I'or  Jacob  Stitfel 

to  Nieklas  Rt  rich  2.0.0 


19.15.10 

To  Cash  j»aid  Doet.  Adolph  .^fcir 

for  aitviitliiig  John  Brown  1.6.6 


21,2.4 

There  is  no  other  statement 
like  the  Ibregoing  to  he  found 
in  the  book  tliougli  the  widting 
was  done  in  Plnglisli  and  was 
done  jiretty  well  until  1772 
when  the  (lerman  commences 
and  coiitinnes  until  180S,  but 
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there  were  some  curious  Hiin^s 
entered.  Even  when  stnin^e 
cattle,  hor.'es  or  sheep  came 
into  the  township  it  was  written 
into  the  township  book  and  fifty 
cents  were  charged  which  went 
to  the  support  of  the  poor,  and 
the  sfieep  or  cattle  were  adver- 
tised ; i‘*  the  owner  came  and 
proved  [)roperty  it  be’on<:ed  to 
him  after  paying  expenses,  but 
if  the  ownei*  did  not  claim  and 
prove  his  pi-operty,  it  was  sold, 
and  the  proceeds  went  into  tlie 
hands  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor.  From  1754  to  1760  the 
book  was  kept  by  several  ^ood 
scholars  and  tlie  settlements 
were  not  signed  by  any  one 
until  1766,  when  it  was  settled 
by  Evan  Tiiomas  and  is  so 
stated.  The  next  year  llem*v 
Pawling  undersigned  his  name 
to  it,  and  on  March  25, 
1768,  the  settlement  ot  the  year 
1767  is  signed  by  three  lawyers, 
»^am  G.  Mill] in,  Will  .San  and 
Jacob  Hail.  From  this  date  on 
the  settlements  are  signed  by 
several  men. 


We  find  the  following  entry 
dated  Mai'ch  25,  1760:  “The 

Said  accoinptants  charges  them- 
selves with  the  further  Sum  of 
jG2-16-6  beeing  what  si)  Town- 
ship got  by  wagons  employed 
in  tlie  kings  service — and  whiclf 
was  Debs  to  tlie  sD  overseers 
for  the  use  of  ihe  poor.”  We 
will  make  lurther  extracts  from 
the  debtor  side  of  the  book,  as 
follows  : 

1700. 

.Tilly  20  by  Ciisli  paid  !‘or  r.i<inor 
Siiv'ar  aii;l  ( 'ollb  lor  the  m.iiii- 
taiiKins  of  Jueub  Stiffel  a pour 
of  nI)  Township  I'O-o-O 

Aii<;u>t  10  by  (’asli  paid  Doelors 
Isei’loe  for  inadec  used  for  Jaeob 
StiaVl  0-:b0 

]>y  Cash  paid  peli  i-  fivi  d Kent  for 
.1  acol»  Si  ilfel  2-0-0 

r>y  Dito  paid  Doetor  niayi  rs  for 

imds  ioi‘  sd  Still«  1 0-7-0 

We  will  make  yet  a few  ex- 
tiMcts  and  then  proceed  with 
other  interesting  matter, 

iTOiT  the  21th  Day  of  man  h 
by  C'a.sh  paid  {>eter  freed  for 

House  Kent  i"j-00-0u 

Dito  to  Doetoi-s  wauuer  and  inay- 
I r>'  for  inede  i‘0-2-0 

tin*  2oth  of  n!,ir(.-h 
by  (.'ash  paid  for  I>ronin^  Ihe 

Dublieate  X'O-o-O 

We  further  find  the  follow- 
ing entry  in  German  : 


-oaii'  V 'i,, 

.bBi 

irwi)  ‘^02  'j 


„'.?,»>*’■  , i»T r^r^  rf  ^,|. 

In  iloud  ^yiten«o1 ‘»«!l  ’"ni 


'ifoi'i'w  -‘i-)'>q*i;  «■»'«  wWS'*--^  *";* 

Siil  »r  !,,,,,  ^.irifc  '^:' ‘r'l 

^■Jl  •''■HHMj  e.»lt  lit  '■•^-  ai  a v:’  qc"!  l’"»'W*‘I 

: ni:nl 

;q,,t}«i  ^>ario  ■>lH^^.>f‘W\'-''’^  io#oi;- '-'*  •' 

. 'V'  , •■"■■'  J t T yfir  uUti  ■‘‘‘' 

.-T'-  ^-t. ...,..::«t«o  ....,!)  ■... 


, ,.;5  ,J:  .»U  'Wl  i ^ 
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• ,i,  -.a-ii;) >-v.t*  .■n.w.tf  i*'^ 

,.r.  ^ 1 

■*: :.;  ^ i» 'M'i! ^ 

I ft  I '••1'^'  ■"*' 

, •.  ,'  ..,  ,, 

' 4ul  >rt  «v-MM  '''■' 

‘ ! .mi^, 

■«y%  hI  . ^ ^ 

,hiw  It-W.HfKj,.  ./-•■';■'  ■ ' 

'•:  ^ ' , i fWl  t f;  ib-q^  tut,  i>«H 
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“Notice  is  hereby  given  that 
a person,  namely  Catharine 
Prusin,  a strange  woman  in  this 
township  of  Lower  Salford,  died 
and  traveled  to  eternity,  name- 
ly on  May  22,  1771.  There- 
with also  a poor  man,  namely 
Joseph  Wigel  in  the  aforesaid 
township,  who  died  and  was 
buried  the  19th  of  December, 
1771.’^ 

There  are  quite  a number  of 
accounts  of  stray  sheep  which 
had  come  into  the  township, 
and  as  no  owner  came  for  tliem 
they  were  sold  and  the  proceeds 
put  into  the  poor  fund. 

At  the  close  of  the  accounts 
we  find  yet  the  following  : 

“April  25tli  1811.  C'hristiau  Wt-irTnan  of' 
Lower  Salfonl  Township  hath  i^iveii  Tn- 
furmatiitn  (to  Botiianiin  Reltl'  tlu;  Town- 
ship Clerk  L’.eetetl  I'nr  tlie  time  beini.:)  tlnit 
lie  iiad  taken  up  and  distrainul  two  horse 
kind.  «jne  black  mare  about  o years  ol<l 
and  abo  .t  Iburteeif  Inmds  liii;h  main  aful 
Tail  Cut,  and  one  rone  ^'ray  Man*  Colt  two 
years  old  with  a h«ne'  tail  A sni]>  at  its 
tbreliead.  and  that  he  liad  taken  tliem  inte» 
Close  cm.'todv  on  Wtdn  -''day  Morniin,^  tlie. 
“4tl!  oi'  Ap'd.  Now  Saturday  MMriiin.tf 
.\i»ril  “Ttii  IS]  I l-.,ei(*  MeCULthei-y  ju\e,a  (i 
to  lie  the  riuht  owui,r  oi’  rlie  aiiov.-  ,le- 
M-ribed  lior--es  and  took  them  away — 
paid  sd  Weinnan  tor  kei  i)iin>-  SI. 00 
and  for  thj.s  entry  not  fully 
raxed.’’  ,.")() 


There  is  another  entry  made 
of  nearly  the  same  kind  in  the 
same  year  for  a horse  which 
was  afterward  proven  as  the 
property  of  “Ardemas  Steward 
of  Jinkentown.”  . 

We  have  already  mentioned 
that  the  first  entry  made  in  said 
book  is  dated  1752,  and  the 
overseers  that  year  were  Valen- 
tine Kratz  and  Frederick  Alder- 
fer.  In  1753  they  were  Will- 
iam Shuler  and  Ulrich  Stauffer; 
in  1754,  William  Shuler  and 
John  Frederick Stoufer;  in  1755, 
Johannes  Snyder  and  Henry 
Hefilefinger ; in  1750,  Christian 
Stoufer  and  John  Uley  Bergee  ; 
iti  1757,  John  Clemens  and 
Nicholas  Holdeman ; in  1758, 
John  Cl(?mens  and  Christian 
Moyer;  in  1759,  Peter  Freed 
and  Henry  Lederach  ; in  1700, 
Jacob  Krop  and  Abraham 
Clemens;  in  1701,  John  Jolm- 
son  and  Jacob  Shoemaker:  in 

1702,  Geoi’ge  Shamhach  and 
(Jhi*istoj)lier  Dicken.^hied  ; in 

1703,  Frederick  Goetz  and 
Jacob  Dienig  ; in  1701,  Rudolph 
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Harley  and  Nicholas  Schwenk; 
in  1765,  Christian  Weirinan 
and  Chrisloph(‘r  Hoffman  ; in 
1766,  George  Krieb’e  and 
Christopher  Wiegner;  in  1767, 
Christopher  Krieble  and  Christ- 
ian Holdeman  : — appointed  by 
court  in  1768,  Philip  Stong  and 
George  Schlotterer ; in  1769, 
George  Heyclrick  and  Yelles 
Stauffer;  in  1770,  Jacob  Reiff 
and  Henry  Cassel  for  two  years; 
in  1772,  Dielnian  Ziegler  and 
William  Gorges  ; in  1773,  Jacob 
Clemens  and  Samuel  Delp;  in 

1774,  Michael  Ziegler  and 
Frederick  Dickenshied ; in 

1775,  Christian  Stauffer  and 
Godshalk  Godshalk ; in  1776, 
Jacob  Bossart  and  xlndrew 
Krieble;  in.  1777,  John  Freed 
and  William  Yocum;  in  1778, 
Paul  Knapper  and  John  Delp  ; 
in  1779,  Joseph  Alderfer  and 
Isaac  Kratz;  in  1780,  Gabriel 
Shuler  and  Gerhart  Stauffer  ; in 
1781,  George  Reiff  and  Henry 
Hefllefinger ; in  1782,  Mathias 
Stauffer  and  Rudol[.h  Hailey; 
in  1783,  Christian  Bergey  and 


John  Alderfer ; in  1784,  Isaac 
Mark  ley  and  Jacob  Mo\^er ; in 
1785,  Henry  Lederach  and  Ger- 
liart  Clemens;  in  1786,  George 
Heckler  and  x\braham  Clemens; 
in  1787,  George  Trurnbore  and 
Samuel  Harley  ; in  1788,  Jacob 
Ziegler  and  John  Price ; in 
1789,  Andrew  Ziegler  and  Will- 
iam Price;  in  1790,  Joseph 
Wismer  and  Henry  Harley  ; in 
1791,  CJabriel  Klein  and  An- 
drew Krupp ; in  1792,  Henry 
Holtaman  and  John  Price;  in 
1793,  Henry  Weir  man  and 
Conrad  Keely ; in  1794,  Georg 
Schwenk  and  Henry  Ober- 
holtzer;  in  1795,  Jeremiah 
Krieble  and  William  Tennis  ; in 
1796,  Henry  Stong  and  Edward 
Flin ; in  1797,  John  Springer 
and  Bernard  Fryer;  in  1798, 
Godshalk  Godshalk  and  Abra- 
ham • Harley  ; in  1799,  John 
Clemens  and  John  Delp ; in 
1800,  Abraham  Alderfer  and 
Benjamin  Alderfer;  in  1801, 
George  Heydrick  and  Frederick 
Alderfer;  in  1802,  Leonard 
Hendricks  and  Abraham 
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Krieble ; in  1803,  Conrad  Ger- 
gas  and  Samuel  \Yilliams ; in 
1804,  Abraham  Markley  and 
Michael  Ziegler  ; in  1805,  John 
Price  and  Henry  Kolb ; in 
1806,  John  Clemmer  and  Daniel 
Heiff:  in  1807,  Jacob  Wagner 
and  John  Shntt. 

There  was  one  Anna  Maria 
Zerg,  who  the  Germans  call 
Zergin,  for  the  in  is  added  in 
German  to  proper  nouns  to 
designate  the  feminine  gender — 
who  was  kept  by  the  township 
and  “boarded  round”  for  many 
years,  as  will  he  seen  bj^  the 
two  last  of  the  following  lists  of 
names,  the  original  of  which 
can  be  seen  in  the  lihraryot  xY. 
H.  Cassel.  There  are  no  dates 
to  the  original  lists ; I add  the 
dates  knowing  that  they  are 
right.  What  those  figures  op- 
posite each  man’s  name  desig- 
nate I can  not  say. 

A LIST  OK  1700. 


Frt, <l«‘iick  AldiM’I'er  20 

nn.rl(  V 20 

Jo!in  Cleui.Lx  2(5 

AImmIkuh  (.'I'.'iUfHs  2S 

.TiicoO  ('k nu  lls  0") 

CliristopiiLi  Dickt  nsli i(  (1  12 

Pftc.T  20 


Frederick  Goetz 

14 

John  Goetz 

12 

Jacob  HotTraan 

14 

George  Hotfman 

14 

C li  ri  stoph  Hoffman 

12 

Rudolph  Harley 

22 

Henrj-  Hetfiefiiiger 

22 

Christian  Halteman 

15 

Nicholas  Halteman 

18 

George  Heydrick 

14 

Jan  Jans -n 

14 

Nicholas  Janson 

18 

Jacob  Krop 

15 

Geoige  Krieble 

15 

Christopher  Krieble 

16 

Valentine  Kratz 

12 

Margaret  (itergas 

26 

Isaac  Klein 

35 

Gabriel  Klein 

14 

Henry  Lederach 

18 

Christian  iMoyer 

16 

Daniel  Price 

35 

Jacob  Reiff,  Jr. 

10 

Jacob  Reiff,  Sr. 

50 

Christian  Stauffer 

28 

Ulrich  Stauffer 

24 

John  S/hneider 

35 

Adam  Schneider 

10 

Gabriel  Shuler 

45 

Vrilliarn  Shuler 

16 

Nicholas  Schwenk 

18 

Martin  Shawecker 

10 

Jacob  Shoemaker 

20 

Philip  Stong. 

8 

George  Shambach 

21 

Christian  Weyerman 

16 

Christopher  fViegner 

16 

George  Weikeit 

20 

Andrew  Ziegler 

42 

Dielm  an  Ziegler 

12 

The  following  is  i 

1 list  of  1776  : 

‘ ‘Gpecification  of  those  persons 
laying  on  expense  of  the  people 
of  Lower  Salford — Anna  Maria. 


Zergin,  who  will  be  kept  by  the 
peo{)le  in  the  said  township. 
On  account  ot  which  the  tol- 


^ ^ Rimi(w 

t“T^;?ir  Til 


« «*. ' iiffvSJSiSwl^  K,u..a,..f>ffl,?si»*»»  ,3W 

jj,  ...■..,  tias:  lojiflt'i'iiO^  «<^, 


f-  Wj.  y ■' 

H 01  ^ 


li  :IsaEi«^  ■Jiaii..  :;'*  5 #'tl^‘| 

“eoHon  .'  i^owj;:-. «},  naintaO 
^i^gasn  saimnitasrfUlMa*!^  ^ ^»l? 

Illi^^lSiS  Sdt  -{.tli  iiafl*.  at.;lli’)’ «».  n 


! M « mmlMt  A In  vwrfil  Of  0998  9d  n*«r- " 


mi 


'8 


. oa  OIB  en^wIT  M 


^-iodt  l«ara«>l  ... 

^■'u,  .a,T<«S^W3iodl-a»aW  ‘"  . Irfan 


• -cfh^ 


t$ 
f,dl 

1- ^fel  lo ki  frfT  .Si89b-  fonan  ^'oaffl  riw»9i«oq_ 

.,:-|lfSEf  .t««  'ISI 


450 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP. 


lowing  list  has  been  made, 
showing  how  high  each  inhab- 
itant  is  taxed.  And  also  made 
the  commencement  with  Jacob 
Bossart,  overseer  of  the  poor.” 


.Jacob  Bossart  12 

Simon  Dolp  12 

Christopher  Hoflinan  10 

William  Yocum  8 

William  Dinuet  8 

Geori^e  Krieble  12 

Christopher  Krieble  12 

Andrew  Krieble  10 

George  Heydrick  12 

Rudolph  liarley,  Jr.,  8 

Jacob  Grob  10 

Herman  Auchy  8 

Abraham  Alderfer  12 

Paul  Snapper  8 

Nicholas  Scliwenk  12 

Christian  Moyer  18 

Rudolph  Harley  28 

Daniel  Price  26 

John  AldeiTer  8 

Gerhart  Clemens  12 

Heniy  Lederach  12 

Christopher  Dickensliied  10 

Andrew  Campbell  10 

Gabriel  Klein  12 

Jacob  Clemens  18 

Frederick  Alderlcr  40 

Gabriel  Shuler.  Jr..  14 

Elizabeth  Shuler  4 

Christian  Stauher  10 

Bernard  Getz  12 

5[athias  Staull'er  10 

Philip  Stong  12 

Jolin  Freed,  Jr.,  10 

Peter  Freed  22 

Gerhart  StaiiOer  J4 

Jacob  Re  ill'  44 

George  Heilf 

Jacoi)  Sh.h  in  ikor  10 

Henry  Ca'^seI  12 

Miehitel  Ziegler  ^ 

Andrew  Zit'gler  IS 

Godshall  rt.wlshall  12 

Hillman  Zi'-gler  14 

Heui-y  Hedlelinger  12 


Isaac  4[arkley  12 

Elizabeth  Wiennan  10 

Christian  Iloldemau  12 

Christian  Bei-gey  , 14 

Wilham  Gargas  10 

Valentine  Kratz  18 

Jacob  Alderfer  8 

Abraham  Clemens’  widow  20 


The  second  name,  Simon 
Delp,  should  be  Samuel  Delp. 
William  Dinnet  is  not  in  the 
regular  tax-list  of  1776.  It 
should  be  William  Tennis. 

1788 A LIST 

Of  how  many  days  Anna  Maria 
Zergin  (English  Zerg.)  was  to 
be  with  each  freeholder  in  the 
township. 


Leonard  Hendricks  7 

John  Delp  (j 

Christopher  HoiTinan  b 

Willi. mi  Yocum  4 

George  krieble  K 

Chi  Gtopher  Krieble  t> 

Andrew  Krieble  o 

George  Heydrick  t> 

Henry  H.iilYy  4 

Siunu’el  Hurley  3 

Andrew  Knipp  0 

lleruKin  Auehy  4 

Abraham  Alderfer  h 

George  Murkley  4 

Xiehohi"  .''(•hwenk  s 

Jacoi)  Moyer  ♦> 

Chri>tian  'Moyer  4 

Uiulolph  Harley  II 

tYilli.im  Price  .=> 

John  I' rice  5 

D.miel  Price  4 

Gam*r  C'lenieu'<  s 

John  Alderler  7 

Haiiry  I.ederaeh  n 

t hridophor  Diekeii'^hied’-.  place  .') 

< ),)o< •. > \\  evhter  .■> 

Innlu  i<  h ivb'in  | 

•lo'nn  r!ei:ie:i' 

Jo-eph  Aia<  rfi  !•  h 


( laliriel  "Imiei" 
Kli/..ib“i  h ''hul>*r 
Ih'Ief  P»<>or~«" 
Gi.-oi'ue  '1  rumbori' 
Mai  hi. f'  >ranlfer 
.Jaet>i>  ^toim 
John  ."tong 
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Joseph  Wisiiier  4 

Feter  Fre«‘d  o 

<ieor"e  Heckler  6 

Jacol)  Keitf  -<) 

< )ji  the  other  fanu  7 

iieorge  Keitf  9 

John  Keirr  4 

Jacob  Shoemaker  5 

John  Sprin<^er  o 

Michael  Zieirler  4 

(jod.'-hull  (todshall  6 

Jacob  Ziealer  3 

Dillnian  Zdefrler  7 

Martin  bo«rar  6 

Isaac  Markley 

Henry  Wieniiun  ■> 

Christian  Haldeinan 

Christian  Beiicey  7 

William  Carlas'  a 

Isaac  Krat/  •> 

Jacob  Alder  ter  (> 

Abraham  C lemens  10 

Abraham  Krupp  ‘i 

Henry  Oberholtzer  3 


rONSTABLES. 

In  the  township  book  of 
Lower  Salford  we  also  find  a 
list  of  constables,  always  two  in 
each  3'ear,  covering  a period  of 
twenty-two  years,  troui  1792  to 
1814  inclusive.  The  constab!es 
in  1792  were  Is.iac  M;irk!ey 
and  A n d re ^ v Ziegler;  in  17 9 2 , 
Isaac  Kratz  and  Abrabam 
Clemens;  in  1794,  Jacob  Keilf 
and  John  Alderler  ; in  1705. 
Christian  Bergey  and  Isaac 
Delp  ; in  170b,  (Jai  ret  Clem- 
ens and  Widiain  Pi’ice  ; in 
1707,  ^Villiani  Tennis  and 
Jereiiiiali  Kriebjc  ; in  1 79S. 
Andrew  Krii[>p  and  Ja<a)b 
Meyer  : in  1700,  Henry  Stong 
ami  Conrad  Keeiy ; ISOf), 


Leonard  Hendricks  and  Joseph 
Alderfer ; in  1801,  John  Clem- 
ens and  Andrew  Krieble  ; in 
1802,  George  Schwenk  and 
Michael  Ziegler ; in  1803, 
Christopher  Krieble  and  Bern- 
ard Fryer;  in  1804,  John 
Shutt  and  Daniel  Eeiff';  in 
1805,  Christian  Stauffer  and 
Samuel  Williams;  in  180G, 
Henry  Wierman  and  Andrew 
Ziegler ; in  1807,  Abraham 
Markley  and  John  Krupp  ; in 
1808,  George  Hechler,  Jr.,  and 
John  Smith  ; in  1800,  William 
Yocum  and  John  Reiff:  in 

1810.  Peter  Hecbler  and  John 
Moyer  ; in  1811.  Edward  Fiinii 
and  Abi-abam  Aldei'fer  ; in 
1812,  Abrabam  Harley  and 
Danied  Kramer  ; in  1813,  John 
Alderfer  and  Christian  Fryer  : 
in  1814,  *lose])h  Reiff  and 
George  Heydrick. 

SCPEKVISOUS. 

In  the  year  1750  Mai'tin 
Sbawcei'.er  was  tiie  su|<ervis> tr. 
and  on  June  23d  of  17b0,  be 
and  the  auditors  met  at  tiie 
bouse  of  ,lohn  Johnson,  now' 


■ aj^ijajl^'mlot 26ti'  tfl&'ii  ‘r%  ’IM 

,u  /■  .|^^„|  r^  n^  .:'"U |>  ■ ir 

"i.asl  wb&  bm.  '®"f“V, 
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Alderfer ; in  1788,  John  Alder- 


the  residence  of  Joseph  M. 
Cassel,  and  made  a final  settle- 
ment of  the  previous  year.  In 
17G0  they  had  John  Uly  Ber- 
gey ; then  we  have  no  accounts 
for  several  years,  but  in  1765  it 
was  Christopher  Dickenshied  ; 
in  1766,  Cnrisrian  [loldeman; 
in  1767  anvl  1768,  Jacob 
Krupp ; in  1760  and  177n, 
lludolph  Harley  ; in  1771  and 
1772,  Gahi’iel  Klein:  in  1773 
and  1774,  Dillman  Zieg’er;  in 
1775  and  1776.  two  Miporvis- 
ors,  Isacc  Mark  lev  and  Mathias 
Stauffer;  in  1777,  Xi(‘holas 
Schwenk  and  George  Beiff : in 
1778,  Isaaa)  Markley  and  Phi!i[> 
Stong ; in  1770,  Herman  Achev 
and  Gerhart  Stauffer ; in  1780, 
Godshalk  Godshalk  and  Her- 
man  Achey  ; in  1781, 
and  1782,  Godshalk  Godshalk 
and  Jacob  Krob ; in  1783, 
Isaac  Markle}'  and  Daniel 
Price;  in  1784,  Dtllrnan  Zieg- 
ler and.  Daniid  Price  ; in  1785, 
Dillman  Ziegler  and  George 
Heydrick  ; in  1786  and  1787, 
John  Alderfer  and  Abraham 


fer  and  Nicholas  Schwenk;  in 
1789,  Nicholas  Schwenk  and 
Christian  Bergey ; in  1790, 
Isaac  Markley  and  Gabriel 
Shuler;  in  1791,  Gabriel  Shul- 
er and  Jacob  xNIderfcr ; in 
1792  and  1793,  Godshalk  God- 
shalk r.nd  Henry  H:irley ; in 
1794  and  1795,  John  AUleilei- 
anri  Henry  Harley;  in  1706 
and  1707.  Hemy  Harley  and 
Isaac  Kratz:  in  1798,  Henry 
Harley  and  John  Clemens  ; in 
1799,  Henry  Hai'iey  and  Garret 
Clemens:  in  1800,  Garret 

C.emens  and  Jacob  Mo\er;  in 
1801,  Jacob  Moyer  and  dolin 
Kiemmer;  in  1802,  John  Klem- 
mer  and  Jeremiah  Krieble  ; in 
1803,  Jeremiah  Krieble  and 
Jacob  Ziegler ; in  1804,  Jere- 
miah Krieble  and  Andrew  Zieg- 
ler ; in  1805  and  1806,  Isaac 
Klein  and  Bernaial  Fryer  ; in 
1807  a,nd  1808,  Abndiam  Har- 
ley and  Dillman  Ziegler:  in 
1809,  Dillman  Ziegler  and  Isaac 
Klein.  In  1811  they  adopted 
the  decimal  system  of  money; 
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namely,  dollars  and  cents. 
Their  expense  had  been  $89.90, 
and  their  receipts  were  $121.06. 

CONCLUDING  E EM  ARKS. 

Before  closing  this  volume  it 
seem  necessary  to  say  some- 
thing about  the  geography  and 
general  features,  and  formation 
of  the  land  surface,  the  hills, 
the  streams  and  other  matters 
relating  to  the  the  township. 
The  surface  of  Lower  Salford  is 
what  is  generally  called  rolling. 
The  land  is  productive  and  some 
parts  of  it  are  nearly  level  while 
other  parts  are  more  or  less 
hilly.  The  soil  is  mostly  made 
up  of  clay  and  grnvel  : the  rock 
is  red  shale  and  generally  lavs 
near  the  surface.  Nearly  every 
field  has  inoix*  or  less  loose 
stones  mixed  in  the  soil.  The 
rock  which  is  of  primitive  I'or- 
mation  we  would  attribute  t:> 
the  Azoic  age,  for  tin  re  do  not 
appear  to  be  any  hissil  remains 
in  the  rock,  exc'epting  those  of 
vegetation  at  some  places  near 
the  surface.  There  is  a bed  of 
tiag  and  square-sided  building 


stones,  running  east  and  west 
through  the  township.  At 
some  places  they  appear  to  be 
imbedtled  at  considerable  depth, 
while  at  other  places  they  lay 
near  the  surface. 

Large  quantities  of  the  best 
of  those  stones  have  been  taken 
out  of  the  bed  of  the  Little 
Branch,  near  the  Willow  Dale 
Creamery,  and  along  the  small 
stream  on  the  lot  recently  be- 
longing to  John  Sherley,  de- 
ceased. The  same  bed  of  Hags 
extends  westward  toward  the 
Perkitmien,  where  they  are 
found  near  the  surface,  at  the 
Long  Hun  in  >kip[)ack  town- 
ship. The  same  bed  extends 
eastwanl  in  the  township  where 
large  (plan titles  ot  nearly  the 
same  kind  have  been  quarried 
near  tlie  Skippack  ci'eek  on  the 
iarnis  (,)(*  Isaac  Hosengerger, 
George  Metz  and  others. 

Any  (juantity  of  stone  may 
a’so  be  cpian  ied  along  tlie  hills 
of  tlie  Ib’anch  creek,  hut  tliey 
are  not  generally  so  smootli  and 
square-sided  as  those  others  just 
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mentioned. 

Another  point  to  be  noticed 
about  these  stones  is  this  that 
they  do  not  lay  tiat  or  hori- 
zontal in  their  beds,  but  are  in- 
clined or  depressed  toward  the 
north-west  at  an  angle  ot  prob- 
ably about  thirt\'  deo-rees. 

..  . o 

The  Perkioinen  water  sht'd 
extends  from  Hai  leysvillesouth- 
westward  through  Lederach- 
ville.  'fhis  is  the  highest  ridge 
in  the  township.  The  highest 
land  we  would  judge  to  be  near 
the  residence  of  Rev.  Jacob  C. 
Moyer,  and  the  lowest  nea.r 
Nyce's  mill,  at  the  mouth  ol* 
the  Little  Ri'anch.  There  is 
also  an  elevation  know  as  the 
“Long  Hill.”  in  the  south-west- 
ern  part  of  the  township,  run- 
ning north-eastward  and  ter- 
minating  in  high  land  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Little  Branch. 
The  Skippack  creek  is  remai'k- 
able  for  having  liills  only  on 
the  north-west  side  thereot 
through  Lower  Saltord  and 
Towamencin,  while  the  other 
side  has  at  some  places  a gradu- 


al ascent,  and  at  others  it  is 
nearly  level.  The  said  stream 
llows  through  the  easteim  part 
of  the  towmship  a distance  of 
about  two  miles  receiving  a 
number  of  small  tributaries. 

The  “Branch,”  l)eing  the 
East  Branch  oI  the  Pei  ki(imen. 
risi's  back  in  Bedmin>ter  town- 
ship, Pucks  county,  and  comes 
winding  around  into  this  town- 
slii[)  on  tiie  north-‘ve>t  side 
whei'e  it  immediatelv  receives 
the  Indian  Creek,  a,  consider- 
ab.e  trihuaiy,  and  (oLows  a. 
tortucais  coui’se  in  a deep  ser- 
pentine vale  south-westwai dly , 
nearly  four  miles  through  the. 
town.'^hip ; it  afterward  falls 
into  the  Perkioinen,  below 
Schwenksville.  On  both  sides 
ot  this  stream  are  high  and 
steep  hills,  and  some  of  them 
are  still  covered  with  a species 
of  spruce. 

The  Little  Brancii  is  the 
[uincipal  stream  of  the  town- 
ship. and  drains  the  greater 
part  thei'eot  by  its  many  .^niall 
tributaries.  It  falls  into  the 


• . A 


1-^ 

i 


M 


; 

■I 


455 


SKETCHES  OF  LOWER  SALFORD  TOWNSHIP 


Skippack,  near  Nyce’s  mill. 
All  these  streams  have  washed 
out  their  beds  wonderfully  in 
the  time  of  rny  recollections, 
and  run  much  deeper  now  then 
when  I was  young.  At  that 
time  people  kept  their  streams 
from  washing  and  took  the 
water  over  the  meadows.  At 
that  time  a species  offish  known 
as  the  pike  were  numerous  yet 
in  these  small  streams,  but  now 
they  are  extinct.  The  pike  is 
a long  round  fish  ; they  general 
ly  inhabit  ponds,  and  in  the 
.spring  of  the  year  they  go  out 
into  shallow  water,  where  it  is 
placid,  and  lay  themselves  in 
the  sun.  They  lay  so  quietly 
that  they  can  be  caught  with  a 
loop  made  of  horse  hair  or  fine 
wire.  But  if  they  are  disturbed 
they  will  shoot  off  into  deep 
water.  Tliey  are  a very  good 
fi>h  and  have  no  hones  except- 
ing the  vertebra.  Eels,  and 
SiUiie  large  ones,  were  [ilenty, 
but  have  now  become  scarce  in 
fids  townshi[K  They  are  still 
numerous  in  the  Perkiomen, 


but  how  thev  breed  is  still  a 
mystery. 

When  I was  young  the 
streams  were  much  more  con- 
tinuous, for  there  was  then 
much  timber  standing  yet  which 
kept  the  land  moist,  and  in  the 
woods  were  found  opossums, 
skunks  and  raccoons.  Skunks 
are  still  found  at  some  places. 
Ground  hogs  were  scarce  though 
a few  were  caught  in  the  town- 
ship  in  my  recollection.  The 
largest  raccoon  I ever  saw  was 
caught  at  my  father’s  barn  in 
18-35.  But  there  are  probably 
none  in  the  township  now,  for 
all  kinds  of  game  have  become 
scarce  and  some  almost  extinct 
in  the  township.  Fabulous 
stories  were  related  to  us  by 
our  fathers  and  grandfathei’s  in 
regard  to  the  multitude  of  wild 
pigeons  in  the  land  in  their 
time.  There  were  still  some  in 
the  spring  and  autumn  in  my 
recollection,  and  there  may  oc- 
casionally be  51  few  now  yiT. 
In  the  spring  of  1847  there 
were  millions  of  them  caught  in 
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a 8now  storm  while  migrating 
northward,  but  were  driven  back 
fairly  darkening  the  sky  for  an 
hour  or  two. 

Land  tortoises  were  numer- 
ous fifty  years  ago,  but  are  now 
becoming  scarce. 

Fifty  years  ago  or  about  1840 
many  log  houses  and  others 
built  of  stone  by  the  first 
settlers  were  still  standing,  but 
were  gradually  replaced  by  new 
ones.  At  that  time  there  were 
yet  many  old  buildings  covered 
with  tiles.  Tile  baking  or 
burning  was  one  of  the  first 
employment  aside  from  farm- 
ing. It  will  not  be  long  now 
until  people  do  not  know  what 
tiles  are  or  for  what  purpose 
thev  were  used.  Slates  began 
to  take  the  place  of  tiles  about 
the  year  1850  or  1855.  There 
were  no  buildings  in  Lower 
Salford  covered  with  slates  be- 


fore 1855.  But  until  that  time 
there  were  still  some  buildings 
thatched  witli  straw.  Chain 
horse-powers,  threshers  and 
feed  cutters  began  to  be  intro- 
duced about  the  year  1845,  but 
mowers  and  reapers  did  not 
come  until  18G0.  Much  could 
be  said  of  the  excitement  which 
existed  not  only  in  Low'er  Sal- 
ford but  in  all  the  land  during 
the  late  Civil  war,  but  I will 
pass  by  and  wdll  not  detain  my 
readers  much  longer.  Mill  yet 
say  that  the  name,  Salford  is 
entirely  English.  It  is  the 
name  of  a small  town  in  Lan- 
cashire, the  name  of  a parish  in 
Bedfordshire,  and  also  of  a 
parish  in  Oxfordshire,  England. 
Many  other  places  inhabited  b}^ 
the  German  element  are  of 
English  origin;  such  as  Hat- 
field, Marlborough,  Hereford, 
and  other  places. 
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[n'!itlcii  lui' the  NrwsJ.  ^ " 

ihe  EnroJIment  of  Lower  Saiiord  in 
the  Kevolutioii, 

, i he  tullowiug  li<t  of  liuaiCi  laav  be 
feiippo^ed  ro  iuclude  thoac  of  the  men 
liviu^'  ill  Lovan’  Salford  at  the  time  of 
the  oti  uggic  fur  Iiidcpendciice.  It  v.ill 
be  even  more  intcre.-^tiiu,^  to  the  reader:,  j 
of  the  ^EV,'b  than  the  siiiiilar  iinO'  of 
lialtii'ld  and  Towaiiienek),  because 
licurer  home.  I'he  Salfords  were  Ger- 
man towijbliips  from  the  start  and 
among  this  alutost  solid  array  of  Teu- 
(oLiie  names  tliero  are  but  two  of  L’ritish 
uatiuDality  — iennis  and  Ihimpbeil. 
Curiously  enough,  <.:>nc  of  rliem,  Aiidrew 
Campbell,  was  made  eaptain  of  the 
militia  company  of  that  time.  The 
writer  dues  not  know  how  many  of  ihosc 
enrobed  in  this  militia  company  actuallj 
saw  sci’v'icc  in  tiic  American  army. 

The  population  of  the  two  Saifords, 
aaihouglp  of  tue  same  racial  origin, 
differed  much  in  religious  faith,  and 
have  alwajs  dilfercd  in  politics — I'ppcr 
Sc<,>furd  oeing  as  strongly  Itemocratic  as 
her  sister  township  has  been  \Vhig  and 
Kepublican.  jhic  first  settlers  of  both 
towu.ships  biougbl  along  with  them  the 
language  of  their  native  land,  as  then 
spoken  thero  by  the  working  cia.s-es  and 
farmers,  and  at  the  time  of  the  ilcvoiu- 
lion  this  was  almost  solely  in  use  in 
ordinary  iatcrecarsc,  as  it  continues 
partially  so  to  the  present  day.  r-om  ' 
long  separailcu  from  the  iang  iaee  uni 
Ib'eratui'c  ot  tho  T,:irent  stock  in  Curttpe, 
this  tongue  has  gra-lualiy  < hanged  dur- 
ing live  or  .six  gcnoraticDS  into  the 
uiaioet  ropubirly  known  as  ‘-Con*  --yl- 
vuma  Oiteh,’’  and  eonkiins  many  Kng- 
I lish  as  better  exprj.;dng  ihe 


thought  of  the  speaker  than  the  words” 
of  the  original  tongue.  A perusal  of 
this  vold-tiuie  list  show.s  how  many  of 
the  same  families  are  yet  extant  io  the 
"township  and  how  tenacious  they  bavfi 
vn  of  the  soil.  These  include  the 
Idcrfers,  Harleys,  Freeds,  Clemmens*, 
AeiiTs,  Kriebles,  Zieglers  and  others. 


e.-'.i’TAIN'  AAUUE'W  CAMl’iSLLL'S  eo:\Il'AA‘V  O? 
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AI  ivlij;,;!  Cie:ucu3 
JiUrot)  C1CU1.0U3 
John  Clemens 
Samuel  j >eip 

Joiiu  l>elu 
•'elm  freed 
NViliiuu'  Caries 
Isaac  Oi rub 
■Samuel  Cl  rub 
And  lew  oA'ub 
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M ie!j;u.d  ^Vi reman 
^Villia!u  O'oeu.m 
Andreu  Zivalcr 
Hiclmel  Ztegicr 
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J osci'h  A Iderii'v 
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' . ibriel 
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••eji'anah  Kru-l  id 
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Lower  Salford  Valuation. 

The  following  data,  taken  from  the  | 
books  of  the  assessor,  James  B.  Shisler,  j 
of  Lower  Salford,  is  interesting  read-  j 
ing : Number  of  taxable  inhabitants,! 
561;  number  of  persons  liable  to  military 
duty,  265.  There  are  8,524  acres  of 
land  in  the  township,  1,002  acres  of  un- 
improved land  and  570  acres  of  wood- 1 
land.  The  assessed  value  of  all  land  ! 
in  the  township  is  $1,087,765,  divided  ' 
as  follows:  Improved  land,  81,034,070;  ‘ 
unimproved  land,  835,695;  land  exempt , 
from  taxation,  818,000.  There  are  ini 
the  township  561  horses,  mares,  geld- ! 
inga  and  mules  over  the  age  of  4 years,  | 
valued  at  $39,680,  and  913  head  of  i 
cattle  over  four  years  of  age  valued  at  i 
$20,380.  The  value  of  yearly  incomes,  j 
except  farmers’,  is  $36,875.  The  as- 1 
sessed  value  of  all  taxable  property  for  i 
county  purpose  in  the  township  is  $1,- 1 
166,700.  The  mortgages,  judgments,  j 
etc.,  except  those  given  by  corpora- j 
tions,  foot  up  to  $460,846.  Number  of  j 
male  dogs,  181;  female  dogs,  8.  i 


High  Villages.  ' " ^ 

The  upper  part  of  Montgomery  county 
is  not  more  elevated,  as  a rule,  than 
the  middle  portion,  although  we  alwavst 
say  “up  country.”  Penasburg  is  390  ‘ 
feet  above  sea  level;  East  Greenville  400 
^ feet.  The  Hosenach  hills  are  680.  Sas-| 
I samanviile  is  350  and  Gilbertsville  330. 
j Telford  is  410,  Franconia  Square  400' 
I and  Harleysville  only  270.  TyJersport, ! 
I on  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  is  550. 

I Lederachsville  360,  Schwenksville  200, ' 
j Salfordville  380,  Sumneytown  250  and  j 
* Greenlane  240.  Montgomery,Til!e  is 
450,  being  150  feet  higher  than  Colmar.  | 
Hatfield  is  320  and  Line  Lexington  350. 
Lansdale  is  350,  Montgomery  Square 
430,  Three  Tuns  370,  and  Prospectviiie 
only  350,  notwithstanding  its  name.  I 


i Gotwals  Family  Longevity. 

[ The  Pottstown  Ledger  has  the  following : 

' Tlie  entire  surviving  family  of  the  late 
John  Gotwals,  of  Upper  Providence,  Mont- 
gomery county,  consists  of  four  brothers 
and  six  sisters  ; of  the  latter  live  are  widows. 
Their  names  and  ages  are  as  follots^s  : Rev. 

Abraham  Gotwals,  of  Greenboro,  Md,,  78 
years  8 raontlis ; OIrs.  Catharine  Kratz,  of 
Lsvwer  Providence,  76  years  9 months  ; Mrs. 
Jos.  Brunner,  of  Mont  Clare,  74  years  10 
months;  Mrs.  Francis  Detwiler,  of  York 
county,  73  years  4 months;  Rev.  Jacob 
Gotwals,  cT  Oaks,  71  years  4 months ; Mrs. 
Anna  Sindiinger,  of  Norristown,  69  years  3 
. mouths ; Mrs.  8arali  Cassel,  of  Abilene, 

* Kansas,  67  years  9 months;  Mrs.  Mary  j 
1 Place,  of  Mont  Clare,  65  years  11  mont!is;j 
John  Z.  Gotwals,  of  Highlands,  N.  C.,  63 
years  4 months ; Samuel  Gotwals,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  61  years  4 montlis.  Aggregate, 
702  years. 


A LEGEND  OF  TOrVAMENChW. 

BY  JAMES  Y.  HCCKLEK. 

When  young;  Mr.  Fry.  as  a pioneer  settler. 

Came  up  to  Towamencin  from  Koxboro  height, 

He  found  there  were  Indians  still  roaming  the 
country. 

For  an  Indian  village  remained  in  his  sight. 

His  land  had  been  purchased  along  the  Towa- 
I mencin, 

Not  far  from  the  Skippack,  where  Indians  did 

j roam : 

He  leveled  the  forest  and  worked  out  the  timber, 

He  built  a log  cabin  and  called  it  his  home. 

Twas  only  his  temporary  home  for  a season 
i At  first  when  he  labored  a portion  to  clear, 

' Until  he  had  cleared  and  had  cultured  two  acres, 

Hy  grubbing  and  hoeing,  before  he  moved 
there. 

' His  regular  home  was  still  down  at  Roxboro, 

Not  far  from  the  Schuylkill,  where  Leverings 
lived ; 

His  mother  was  Wigart  S.  Levering's  daughter. 

From  whom  he  much  early  instruction  received. 

Old  Heinrich  Fry  was  a bach ’’when  he  mar- 
ried 

Miss  Catharine  Levering  of  supple  sixteen; 

She  said  she  would  rather  be  the  wife  of  an  old 
man 

Than  a young  man’s  slave  as  some  others  had 
been. 

The  women  were  scarce  in  those  days  in  this 
country— 

Miss  Levering  was  one  that  old  Fry  could  ad- 
mire ; 

The  parents  permitting,  ere  long  they  were  mar- 
ried 

By  Francis Fastorias,  the  Germantown  'Squire. 

And  then  they  had  children,  both  Henry  and 
Jacob, 

Who  came  to  Towamencin,  wliere  homes  they 
soon  gained— 

And  others  who  atterward  went  to  Virudnla 

And.  passed  out  of  notice  tsy  those  who  remain- 
ed. 

A tract  in  Tiovamencin  wc.'  pun  haj'-d  i.n-  .J.icob. 

Aud  alterwjid  Henry  ebo-e  also  toc  nue: 

He  pMichased  a tract  of  old  Abraham  Tennis 

In  the  iiortn  of  the  township  and  made  it  hi' 
Lome. 


But  Jacub  was  first  witli  ins  axe  in  the  forest.  ! 
He  met  the  bmwny  Indbiri.s  and  mmlc  them  j 
lii.5  if  lends,  i 

Their  village  remained  on  the  land  he  liad  pur-' 
cl.ased,  ' 

’Twas  near  where  the  pre.'ent  Fry's  selioolhou^e 
now  stands. 

On  IMon.lay  morning  he  shoulde.red  his  wallet 
Containing  provisions  en.  ugh  for  a week. 

And  wending  his  way  to  the  hill.' of  Mathatchey, 
Went  over  them  up  to  the  SiCippack  creek.  ' | 

On  the  hills  of  31at-hatchey,  northwestward  from 
1 Fair  View, 

There  then  was  a tavern, 'twas  called  the  Blue 
Ball, 

With  good  accommodations  to  travelers  an.i 
others,  ! 

Mhere  young  Jacob  Fry  did  occasionally  call,  j 

And  other  wood-choppers,  about  in  the  forest,  I 
Were  clearing  some  lands  in  the  region  around,  | 
Along  the  Towamencin— all  over  the  cjuntry,  ' j 
The  stroke  of  the  woodman  was  heard  to  re- i 
sound. 

j The  Indians  became  so  familiar  with  Jacob, 

They  olten  would  stand  by  his  side  and  would 
j talk; 

; They  showed  him  their  skill' with  the  bowstring 
and  arrow 

j And  how  to  make  use  of  the  Je  tomahawk. 

I The  name  of  the  chief  in  this  while  is  fo  rgottoa  i 
, Who  ruled  o'er  the  tribe  in  the  village  near  by, 

‘ He  dwelt  in  his  wigwam  that  stood  In  the  loress,  | 
And  often  went  down  there  to  see  Mr.  Fry.  } 


And  Fry,  to  show  friendship,  would  give  him  I 

some  victuals,  I 

Vvhieh  pleased  him  so  well  that  he  danced  all  1 
around,  i 

By  jumping  and  hopping,  to  show  his  good  feel-  ; 
iEgs, 

, Rejoicing,  im  doubt,  for  the  friend  he  had  i 
j found.  j 

j When  Mr.  Fry  saw  how  !t  pleaded  the  red  chief-  I 

I , I 

I To  o It  o(  hi,-  bread  when  ho  gave  him  a pio--*  | 
! He  thought  be  would  in  ounei.Lmg  more  to  the  I 
I purpose,  j 


I .Viivl  give  iiim  a lun.f,  still  better  to  plCiSe 

I He  H.i  lly  accepted  tlic  loafas  a present, 
i f..\press,ng  hi-  l.-elings  by  -kiiqiing  iroiird. 
i Ho  t.,ok  It  .ind  tossed  it  ;,h„ni  in  Ins  giadiov.- 
; _ And  lastly,  bo  ndb-,1  it  along  on  the  gr  um  L 


And  he,  the  red  chiet.  with  a sense  of  g^ood  feel, 
ing 

To  Fry,  for  the  kindness  and  friendship  he 
sought, 

Beturning  the  compliment,  into  his  cabin 
One  morning  a saddle  of  venison  brought. 

But  Fry,  at  some  time,  having  cultured  two  acres. 

; Had  settled  himself  on  the  land  he  had  cleared, 
And  then  he  had  fowls  and  two  pigs  lor  his  ba- 
con 

He  afterward  there  a large  family  reared. 

To  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  chief  of  the  red 
men. 

He  afterward  frequently  gave  him  a loaf. 

And  always  received  in  return  for  his  kindness 
Some  bear's  meat  or  venison,  tender  or  tough. 

In  confidence  trusting,  the  chief  in  his  pleasure 
i Told  Fry  of  his  government  over  his  tribe— 

! He  punished  all  lying,  he  punished  all  stealing. 
And  none  dare  attempt  to  accept  of  a.  bribe. 

Then  Fry,  Inadvertantly  speaking,  responded, 

“ Your  braves  do  not  keep  all  the  laws  that  you 
say.” 

*‘  Why  who,”  said  the  chieirain,  transgresses 
my  mandates? 

Now  tell  me  immediately,  tell  me,  I pray,” 

“ Dogwhlppins,'’  said  Fry,  have  been  stealing 
some  chickens. 

Some  pumpkins  find  corn— that  is  all  that  is 
~ known.” 

“My  friend,  can  you  prove  it?”  Inquired  the 
red  chieftain. 

“ I can,”  was  the  answer  from  Fry— It  was  done.  ' 

And  then  he  gave  sentence,  the  penalty  .«tated  ; 

! But  Fry  interceded  to  spare  them  alive. 

But  the  resolute  chief  without  pity  or  mercy. 

Then  told  him  not  one  should  be  left  to  survive. 

The  chieftain  continued  explaining  the  matter, 

If  he.  as  their  ruler,  of  pilfering  knew, 

! find  left  it  unpunished,  he  made  himself  guilty 
I Of  what  they  had  done,  and  deserved  punisii- 
j ment,  too. 

! And  calling  together  his  braves,  he  gave  orders 
! To  go  and  to  kill  the  Dogwhipiiins  that  nigiu. 

* They  went  and  they  butchered  them  all— and 
^ their  wigwam  ■ 

Next  morniag  presented  a horrible  sight. 

But  then  the  Dogwhiptdns  were  not  in  the  vil- 
lage. 

Although  they  belonged  to  the  tribe  that  was 
tiiere, 

They  lived  < a the  Sklppac!.,  iir  tlie.  mouth  of  the 
lowamencin. 

'ti'iien  they  pillerod  ttiose  ctiiekens  and  acted 
unfair. 

Hay(eysviUi\  July  dS.  1-^4. 
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